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BOROUGHS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


DURHAM    COUNTY. 

ANCIENT   STATE. 

THIS  maritime  county  takes  its  name  from 
the  city  of  Durham.  It  is  commonly  called 
the  bilhopric,  and  fometimes  the  county  palatine 
of  Durham,  from  its  having  been  formerly  a 
kind  of  royalty,  under  the  jurifdiiflion  of  its  bi^ 
fhop,  and  fubordinate  to  the  crown. 


This  county  was  well  known  to  the  Romans, 
who-  had  in  it  feveral  ftations.  It  was  anciently 
a  ftation  of  the  Brigantes  j  but  upon  the  efta- 

Voi.  II.  B  blilhment 


2  Di^rhaM  COI/NTV. 

Wyflwwmr  of  the  Yieptxrchy,  it  became  a  part  of 
the  kii^dom  of  Nor thumbiians.  It  was  one  of 
the  counties  which,  from  their  being  feated  on 
the  fbuth  fide  of  the  Tync,  were  named  Deira,  to 
dillinguifli  them  from  Bernicia,  the  northern  di<« 
vifion  of  the  Northumbrian  kingdom. 

Soon  after  the  converfion  of  the  Saxons,  the 
county  of  Durham  was  given  by  their  kings  to 
St.  Cuthbert,  bifhop  of  Lindisfem,  an  ifland  be« 
longing  to  Northumberland^  and  which  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Holy  Ifland :  this  county 
was,  therefore,  called  by  the  Monkifti  writers, 
the  patrimony  of  St.  Cuthbert,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner  as  the   Roman    ecclefiailical    date  is  dill 
called,  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter.    This  grant 
of  the  Saxon  kings  was  confirmed  by  the  Danes 
and  Normans,  who  added  feveral  other  liberties 
and  privileges  to  the  church  of  St.  Cuthbert. 
In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  one 
Walcher,  a  native  of  Lorrain,  being  bifhop  of 
Durham,  bought  the  earldom  of  Northumber^- 
land  of  the  king,  and  then,  afTuming  the  office 
of  a  fecular  judge^  fat  in  court,  and,  with  un- 
limited authority,  determined  all  caufes  at  his 
picafure.    This  is/uppofed  to  have  been  che 

origin 


DURHAM   COUNTY*  3 

origin  of  the  temporal  powers  of  the  biihops  of 
Durham  ;  ai>d  upon  this  purchafc^  it  is  thought 
to  have  been  made  a  county  palatine*  From 
this  temporal  power^  the  biihops  bore  in  (heir 
feals  a  knight  on  horfeback^  armed  with  a  fword 
in  one  hand^  and  the  arms  of  the  bifhopric  in 
the  other. 

The  common  people^  jealous  of  their  privi* 
leges^  have  even  refufed  to  mstrch  into  Scotland 
in  time  of  war,  from  the  pretence  of  their  being 
Hatwterkmen,  i.  e.  men  bound  to  perform  none 
but  boty^Wfrk^  a  9  they  held  their  lands  to  defend 
the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  were  not  to  ferve, 
either  for  the  king  x>j:  the  bifliqp,  beyond  the 
cootfines  of  the  biftiopric.  The  prerogative  of 
ont  of  thefe  prelates  was  feized  by  Edward  L 
who  deprived  the  fee  of  many  privileges ;  fome 
of  which  were,  however,  recovered  by  fucceed- 
ing  biihops,  whofe  power  was  fo  great,  evea 
after  its  abridgment,  that  it  became  a  maxim-^ 
**  Whatever  prerc^tive  the  king  has  without 
"  the  county  of  Durham,  the  bifhop  has  within 
*•  it,  unlefs,  there  be  fome  conceffion  or  prefcrip- 
**  tion  to  the  contrary/' 

B  2  Although 
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Although  clergymen  were  forbid  by  the 
canons  to  be  prefent  when  judgment  of  blood 
was  given,  yet  the  bifhop  of  Durham  fits  in  court 
on  thefc  occafions  in  his  purple  robe.  He  had 
the  power  of  calling  parliaments,  and  creating 
barons  as  their  members.  He  alfo  raifed  taxes^ 
and  coined  money.  The  courts  were  kept  in 
his  name;  he  appointed  all  judges,  and  all 
writs  were  made  in  his  name :  all  recognizances 
entered  upon  the  bifhops  rolls  in  his  chancery, 
and  made  to  him,  were  as  valid  within  the 
county,  as  thofe  made  to  the  king  were  in 
others.  Thofe  who  alienated  freehold  lands 
without  his  leave,  were  obliged  to  fuc  to  him 
for  pardon,  which  he  might  grant,  not  only 
for  trefpafles  and  intrufions,  but  alfo  for  rapes, 
felonies,  and  other  crimes.  He  had,  alfo,  power 
to  grant  charters  for  boroughs,  corporations, 
fairs,  and  markets;  grant  licences  for  building 
chapels,  founding  chaunteries  and  hofpitals; 
and  create  officers  for  life  or  during  pleafure,  by 
patent.  But  thefe  grants  were  no  longer  valid 
than  the  life  of  the  bifhop  who  made  them. 
He  was  alfo  lord  admiral  of  the  feas,  and  other 
waters,  belonging  to  the  palatinate;  had  his  vice- 
admirals,  his  courts  of  admiralty,  commiflioners 

of 
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of  water-paflages^  and  officers  of  beaconage. 
He  owned  a  great  part  of  the  lands  in-  the  pala- 
tinate which  were  held  of  the  fee  in  capiie.  He 
had  likewife  feveral  forefts,  chaces,  parks,  and 
woods,  befides  all  moors  and  waftes  in  this 
county ;  the  lands,  goods  and  chattels  of  all  con- 
vided  of  treafon  efcheated  to  him;  and  the 
bifliop  ftill  claims  all  forfeitures  upon  outlaw- 
ries and  felonies.  Such  were  the  privileges  of 
the  bifhop  of  Durham,  when  they  were  abridged 
by  27  Henry  VIII.  which  ftatute  ftripped  them 
of  the  palatinate  power  of  granting  pardons, 
creating  judges,  and  making  out  judicial  writs 
and  indidments.  But  the  bifhops  and  their 
temporal  chancellors  were  ftill  allowed  to  a<3:  as 
juftices  of  peace.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 
this  biftiopric  was  diflblved,  and  all  its  revenues 
and  immunities  were  given  by  parliament  to  the 
crown ;  but  queen  Mary  repealing  this  adt,  re- 
ftored  the  fee  to  the  ftate  in  which  it  had  been 
left  by  her  father  Henry  VIII.  However,  a$  \hc 
county  was  a  kind  of  principality  diftinft  from 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  it  never  fent  members 
to  parliament  until  the  reign  of  Charles  11. 

The  county  of  Durham  is  in  the  province  of 
York,  and  is  a  diocefe  of  itfelf.   It  is  not  divided 

into 
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into  hundreds  ;  but^  like  Cumberland  into  wards 
or  wakes.  It  his  one  city,  only  feven  market 
towns,  and  113  parifhes.  It  fends  to  parliament 
but  four  members,  two  of  whpm  are  chofen  by 
the  county,  and  two  by  the  city  of  Durham. 

PdJLiTiCAL  CHARACTER.  The  ariftocratical 
intcreft  that  prevails  in  this  county,  is  that  of  the 
earl  of  Darlington  and  the  Bifhop  of  Durham^ 
An  union  of  their  interefts  is  confidered  as  deci* 
live  againft  the  mod  formidable  oppofition. 

DURHAM  CITY, 

Political  character.     This  city  is  fo  For-^ 
tunate  as  to  have  preferved  its  independence,  ex- 
cept an  cflabliilied  attachment  to  the  refpedl^ 
able  families  of  Tempeft   and  Lambton,   who 
have  reprefented  Jt  for  many  years,  can  be  in^ 
eluded  under  the  name  of  influence.     The  cor^ 
poration  have,  however,  been  inimical  to  the 
interefts  of  thefe  families,  and  the   weight  of 
ecclefiaftical  cdntroul,  which,  under  a  bifhop  of 
Durham,  can  never,  from  what  we  have  obferved 
rcfpcc^ing  the  county,  be  inconfiderable,  have 
joined  in  vain  to  oppofe  them  ;  but  the  vox  ^ 
fuli  has  ultimately  prevn^iled. 

Ancient 
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AkCI£NT  state  and  REP1t£StKT4TfOV.      Thll 

city,  which  was  formerly  called-*  Dunbolmey  iirora 
Dun  a  hiU^  and  Ao/w^  an  ifland  in  a  rivcQ  wta 
afterwards  called  by  the  Normans  Durefme^  ffom 
whence  arofe  its  prefent  appellation.  Durham 
owes  its  origin  to  the  Monks  of  Lindisfern,  or 
Holy  liland :  thefe  ecclefiaftics  being,  with  thi^ 
bifhop  Earl  Dolphus,  driven  from  thence  b^  tlie 
Danes,  retired  firil  to  a  frxiaU  town  north  of 
Durham,  called  Chcfter  in  die  Street,  about  tli9 
year  883.  Here  they  carried  with  them  the  re* 
Itqucs  of  St.  Cuthbert,  their  biihop,  and  having 
continued  there  IJ3  years,  diey  removed  to  tliaa 
place  about  the  year  995,  where  they  depofited 
their  reliques  under  a.  fmall  oratory  built  with  hur^ 
41cs  or  fiiirks,  and  twigs  wattled  togedier.  From 
this  low  origin,  Durham  rofe  fo  rapidly,  thA  in 
the  next  century  a  cathedral  was  built,  and  the 
cpiicc^al  fee  transferred  from  Che^r  in  the 
Street  to  this  City,  A.  D«  1083  due  cathedral 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  church  eredled  upoft 
a  larger  and  more  magnificent  foundation.  The 
decorations  of  this  ftrudiUFe  are  faid  to  be  richer 
than  thofe  of  any  other  church  in  England ;  the 
caufe  afligned  is,  that  it  has  fuflfered  lefs  by  alie-^ 
nation  of  revenue,  th^  any  other  cathedral  in 

the 
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the  kingdom.  Its  prefent  endowment  was  efta- 
bliited  by  Hehr>tVIlI.  Neither  this  city  nor  the 
counfjr  fent  members  to  the  general  .parliament 
before  the  time  of  Charles  II.  The  firft  regular 
return  was  in  the  13th  of  his  reign. 

.  .Corporation.  This  city  is  faid  to  have  been 
fifft  incorporated  by  Richard  I.  when  it  was  go- 
verned by  bailiffs  appointed  by  the  bifhops,  and 
afterwards  by  an  alderman  and  twelve  burgefles. 

Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  a  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  conmion-council ;  but  it  has  fince  been  go- 
verned under  a  charter  procured  by  biftiop  Crew, 
of  Charles  IL  by  1 2  aldermen,  a  recorder,  1 2 
common-council,  a  town  clerk,  and '  other  offi- 
cers, who  could  hold  a  court-leet  and  court-ba- 
rbn  within  the  city,  in  the  name  of  the  bifhop 
for  the  time  being.  They  alfo  keep  a  Pye- 
powder  court,  inftituted  to  regulate  diforders  at 
^fiiirs. 

The  bifliop  being  earl  of  Sadberg,  a  fmall 
town  near  Stockton,  is  a  temporal  prince;  he 
holds  the  title  by,  barony ;  he  is  (heriff  par- 
amount for  the  county,  and  appoints  his  deputy, 

1  who 
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who  makes  up  his  audit  to  him,  without  accaunt- 
ing  to  the  Exchequer.  He  is  alfo,  as  count  pala- 
tine, lord  of  the  city,  and  appoints  all  civil  offi- 
cers, and  other  inferior  magiftrates. 

The  corporation  of  Durham  had  been  guilty  of 
fo  many  illegal  practices,  as  at  laft  to  be  feveral 
years  without  a  mayor,  and  in  that  imperfeft 
ftate  of  not  having  it  in  their  power  to  eledt  one 
according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  city.  A  new 
charter  was  repeatedly  applied  for,  but  the  bilhop 
and  the  old  corporation  differing  about  its  princi- 
ples, it  was  not  obuined  till  within  thefc  few 
years,  when  Dpftpr  Egerton,  the  laft  bifliop  but 
one,  granted  them  a  new  charter,  under  which 
ihey  at  prefent  aft. 

The  want  of  4  mayor,  did  not  prevent  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  parliament  or  the  admiHTion  of 
freemen,  nor  was  the  charter  forfeited  by  that  im- 
perfeftion  in  their  body. 

Right  OF  election.  The  choice  of  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parliament  is  in  the  corporation 
and  freemen. 

By  Stat.  25  Car.  II.  c.  9.  *<  The  county  pa- 
latine of  Durham  may  have  two  knights  foi  the 

tounty. 
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county,  and  the  city  of  Durham  two  citii^hs  to 
be  burgefles  for  the  fame  city  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment, to  be  deded  by  writ  awarded  to  the  lord 
bifhop  of  Durham,  or  his  chancellor  of  th^ 
county,  and  precept  thereupon  by  the  lord  bi- 
fhop, or  his  temporal  chancellor,  tx>  the  (herifFj 
the  efeftion  of  the  knights  to  be  made  by  the 
greater  number  of  freeholders,  as  in  other  coun*!^ 
ties,  and  the  eleftion  of  burgefles  fot  the  city  of 
Durham  to  be  made  by  the  major  pan  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen  ^  which  knights 
and  burgefles  (hall  be  returned  by  the  (heriff  into 
the  chancery,  upon  the  like  pains  as  the  (herifls 
of  any  other  county."  See  Stat.  18  George  IL 
c.  18.  feft.  12. 

Honorary,  freemen.  A  contefl  happening 
between  the  corporation  who  adopted  Mr. 
Ralph  Gowland,  and  the,  city  who  fupported 
Mr.  L^imbton,  in  the  year  1762,  when  the  lattet 
prefented  a  petition  againft  an  undue  ele(5tion  of 
the  former.  The  petition  dated  that,  when 
Mr.  Lambton  and  Mr.  Gowland  offered  dicm- 
felves  as  candidates  to  reprefent  the  fard  city, 
**  that  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  Efq.  was,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  other  aldermen,  very  ftrenuous 
and  aftive  in  foliciting  votes  for  Mr.  Gowland  5 

and 
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and  that  they  and  their  agents  corruptly  profti^ 
tutcd  a  public  charity  to  the  purpofes  of  inftu*' 
encing  feveral  indigent  freenien ;  and  that  find-^ 
ing  the  inclinations  of  a  Iflu^e  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  were  in  favour  of  the  petitioner^ 
they  concerted  a  fchemc  of  overpowering  that 
majority  by  faditious  votes;  and  that^  for  this 
purpofe^  the  faid  John  Dra]^  Bainbridge,  and 
feveral  other  aldermen  of  the  city,  long  after 
Mr.  Gowland  and  the  petitioner  liad  declared 
themfelves  candidates,  and  within  a  few  weeks 
of  the  late  eledion,  took  ^ipon  themfelves  ille* 
gaily  to  difplace  out  of  the  common  council  of 
the  faid  city  feveral  of  the  moft  fubllantial  and 
refpedlable  inhabitants,  and  to  fubftitutc  other 
perfons  of  inferior  character  and  ilation,  whofe 
only  recommendation  was  their  known  attach- 
ment to  Mr.  Gowland  ;  and  that  on  the  4th 
Odtober  laft,  the  iaid  John  Drake  Bainbridge 
procured  himfelf  to  be  appointed  mayor  of  the 
faid  city,  and  after  his  appointment  to  that 
office,  continued  the  fame  zeal  and  adivity 
in  foKciting  votes  for  the  faid  Mr.  Gowland ; 
and  that  the  (aid  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  and 
feveral  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  faid  city,  having 
unduly  gatUed  a  common   council  for  tlmr 

purpofc. 
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purpofc,  they  proceeded,  on   the  13th  Ocflober 
laft,  to  make  a  pretended  but  illegal  repeal  of  an 
ancient  by-law,  by  ivhich  none   could    be  ad- 
mitted freeman  until  their    claim  had  pafTed 
three  quarterly  guilds ;    a  regulation  that  was 
made  for  the  better  fccurity  of  the  legal  freemen 
and  trading  companies  of  the  city,  and  to  pre- 
vent a  precipitate  admiflion  of  improper  and 
unqualified  perfons ;  and  that  having  thus  re- 
fcinded  and  got  rid  of  the   aforefaid    by-law, 
which  would  have  prevented  the  execution  of 
their  fcheme,  fome  of  the  aldermen  above  men- 
tionedj  on  the  fecond  of  November,  which  was 
not  a  month  before  the  writ  of  eleftion  ifliied, 
illegally,  and  againft  the  confent  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  trading  companies,  admitted  upwards  of 
200  occalional  freemen,  for  no  other  purpofc 
but  to  encreafe  the  poll  for  Mr,  Gowland ;  and 
that  the  perfons  fo  admitted  were  ftrangers  to 
the  faid  city,  refiding  at  a  diftance,  and  mod  of 
them  unknown  to  the  wardens  of  the  companies^ 
but  ftrenuous  partizans  of  Mr.  Gowland,  and 
under  the  influence  of  the  faid  mayor  and  his 
confederate  aldermen;  and  alledging  that,  even 
after  the  telle  of  the  writ  of  eledlion,  and  during 
the  very  time  of  the  poll,  the  aforefaid  mayor  uht 

duly 


DURHAM    CITY*  I3 

duty  admitted  a  great  number  of  perfons  to  the 
freedom  of  the  fa  id  city,  in  order  to  procure,  at 
any  rate,  a  majority  of  votes  for  Mr.  Gowjand; 
and  that,  notwithftanding  repeated  applications 
were  made  to  the  mayor,  by  the  petitioner  and 
his  agents,  for  an  infpedlion  of  the  corporation 
gild-book  and  for  a  lift  of  the  pretended  free- 
men fo  made  and  admitted  as  aforefaid,  he,  the 
faid  mayor,  refufed  both ;  and  that,  at  the  late 
elecftion,  which  began  on  the  7th  of  December 
laft,  the  aforefaid  mayor  illegally,  and  contrary 
to  his  duty,  as  returning  officer,  admitted  the 
votes  hot  only  of  the  occafional  freemen  above 
mentioned,  but  alfo  of  many  other  perfons  who 
offered,  and  ought  to  have  been  admitted  to  vote 
for  the  petitioner;  and  that,  notwithftanding  the 
number  of  fuch  occafional  voters  amounted  to 
upwards  of  200,  yet  the  pretended  majority  for 
the  fitting  members  upon  the  clofe  of  the  poll, 
was  no  more  than  23  ;  and  that,  to  complete  the 
defign  of  thefe  unwarrantable  prac9:ices,  the 
aforefaid  mayor  hath  unjuftly,  and  contrary  to 
the  duty  of  his  office,  returned  the  faid  Mr. 
Gowland  as  duly  ele£led  reprefentative  for  the 
faid  city,  notwithftanding  the  petitioner  had  a 
clear  majority  of  192  legal  votes  in  his  favQur, 

and 
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and  ought  to  have  been  returned  accordingly) 
and  that  his  condudt  as  n)ayor>  and  his  confede^ 
rates,  is  a  manifcft  injiiftice  to  the  petitioner,  an 
open  violation  of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  the 
legal  freemen  and  voters  of  the  faid  city,  and 
a  daring  infringement  of  the  orders  of  this 
houfe,  &c.*'* 

Thi  petition  ligned  by  the  freemen  was  alfo 
read,  and  alledged,  "  that  by  thofe  proceedings 
of  the  faid  mayor  and  his  confederates^  the  peti- 
tioners, and  the  reft  of  the  legal  freemen  of  the 
laid  city,  are  grofsly  injured,  and  their  rights,  li* 
berties,  and  franchifes  were  grofsly  violated  and 
invaded,  &ct.** 

Thesb  petitions  being  referred  to  a  hearing  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe,  upon  the  4th  May  follow* 
ing,  a  motion  was  made ;  and  the  queftion  being 
propofed,  that  215  perfons  made,  or  pretended 
to  be  made,  free  of  the  city  of  Durham,  fince  the 
death  of  Henry  Lambton,  Elq.  late  member  of 
pftrliament  for  the  faid  city,  had  not  a  right  to 
vote  in  the  late  eledion  of  a  citizen  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  faid  city. 

•  Journalj,  Vol.  XXIX.  105,  f  Ibid,  ibid* 

8  The 
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« 

'if  HE  houte,  <m  the  following  ^viiion>  deter^ 
tailed  in  the  affirmative* 

Yeas  88 
Noes  72 

Majority  for  the  qucftion  1 6 


Me.  Gowland  was  nesct,  on  a  motion^  declaitd 
not  duly  elpfted. 

ANb  it  was  refolved,  that  major  g^ndral  John 
Lambton  was  duly  tele5t:ed  to  ferve  in  duic  par- 
liament for  die  city  of  Durham* 

It  was  then  ordered,  dtat  the  deputy  clerk  of 
the  crown  fhould  attend  the  houfe  as  the  next 
morning  to  amend  the  return  for  the  faid  city 
of  Durham,  by  razing  out  the  name  of  Ralph 
Gowland,  Efq.  and  infening  the  name  of  John 
Lambton,  Efq.  inftead^* 

Thus  were  the  rights  of  the  people  triumphant 
over  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  influence  of  corpo- 
rative authority.  And  to  prevent  the  poflibility 
of  fuch  an  abufe  of  municipal  power  in  future^ 

*  JoumaU.  Vol.  XXIX.  337. 

the 
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the  famous  ft^tute,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Durham  Aft,  pafled  in  the  3d  of  his  prefent 
Majefty.  By  this  aft  no  perion  has  a  right  to 
vote,  who  has  not  been  poffefled  of  their  fran- 
chife  twelve  calendar  months  before  the  firft  day 
of  the  eleftion.  This  aft  does  not  extend  to  per- 
Ibns  who  are  entitled  to  their  freedom  of  right 
by  the  cuftom  of  the  borough ;  for  fuch  may  be 
admitted  at  any  time  previous  to  an  eleftiqn,  pr 
even  during  the  poll, 

In  Durham,  perfons  acquire  their  freedom  ei- 
iher  by  fervitude  or  eleftion  into  companies  at 
certain  guilds,  holden  by  thofe  companies.  The 
admiffion  by  the  mayor  is  a  mere  ceremony ;  for 
when  there  was  no  mayor,  they  were  entitled  to 
vote  for  members  of  parliament. 

Number  of  voters,  1200. 
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PotlTlGAIi  CHARACTEk. 

OINCE    the   expenfive  cdnteft  of  the  kte 
Mr.  Luther,    for    the    reprefentation    of  this 
tdunty,    the  opultiit    gentlemen   amongft   the 
\vhigs  ahd  tones  have  contented  themfelves,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  rUinous  cxpence  of  a  county 
conteft  with  each  fending  one  metnber.    Eflc^, 
like  three  fourths  of  the  Englifti  counties,  is 
by  this  compulfory  coalition  deprived,  de  faSib^ 
of  any  reprefentation.     iFor  upon  every  poli- 
tical divifiori,  the  members,  by  dividing  againft 
each  other,  prelerVe  fo  nice  a  balance,  as  to  give 
the  whole  weight  to  the  nominal  reprcfentativcs^ 
of  the  immaculate  boroughs.     But  When  it  is  con- 
fidered  that  all  the  counties  in  England  fend  biic 
eighty  reprefcntatives,  and  the  decayed  boroughs 
upwards  of  four  hundred^  they  could  give  no  ef^ 
fedual  fupport  to  the  caufe  of  the  people  they 
represent,  were  their  eledions  ever  fo  pure,  or 
their  union  ever  fo  complete* 

ANCIE^rr  State.  This  county,  called  by  thfr 
Saxons  Eaji  Deaxa  and  Eaft  Dexfcire,  and  by  the 
Normans  Exjfefa^  was,  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 

Voc.  IL  C  mans, 
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mans,  inhabited  by  the  Trinobantes,  ivhom  Caefar 
reprefents  as  the  moft  warlike  people  in  the 
ifland.  Cunobeline,  their  firft  governor  after 
Caefar's  invafioii,  was  the  firft  who  ftamped  the 
Britilh  coin  in  the  Roman  manner. 

Of  all  the  counties  in  England  there  is  none 
where  antiquaries  have  taken  more  pains  to 
trace  out  the  Roman  ways,  but  have  feldom 
agreed  among  themfelves.  Maiden  and  Col- 
chefter  were  certainly  Roman  towns;  but  au- 
thors differ  refpeding  the  military  way  that  led 
to  them  from  London.  The  Roman  name  of 
Maiden  was  Camulodunum,  which  was  a  celebrated 
colony  of  that  people.  Colcbejier  had  the  name 
of  Colonia.  Lay  ton  was  the  ancient  Durolifum; 
and  Dunmow^  according  to  Horfley,  was  the  villa 
Faujiini  of  the  Romans. 

This  county  lies  in  the  province  of  Canter- 
bury and  diocefe  of  London.  It  is  divided  into 
20  hundreds,  and  contains  24  market  towns,  but 
no  city,  34,800  houfes,  208,800  inhabitants,  and 
415  pariflies.  It  fends  8  members  to  parlia- 
jpient ;  two  knights  for  the  Ihire ;  two  burgefles 
for  Colchefter,  two  for  Harwich,  and  two  for 

Maiden. 
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Political  Character*— This  borough  has 
derived  a  diftinguilhed  character  in  the  annaU 
of  controverfy  and  corruption.  The  feveral 
contefts  between  Mr.  Rebow  and  Mr.  For- 
dyce,  the  once  eminent  banker;  Mr.  Chrifto*. 
pher  Potter,  the  contractor,  with  the  late  Sir 
Edmund  Affleck;  and  the  more  recent  oppo- 
sitions between  Mr.  Teirnay  and  Sir  George 
Jackfon,  have  produced  fome  very  curious 
anecdotes,  which,  if  the  compafs  of  our  work 
would  admit  us  to  relate,  mull  create  a  blufh 
even  on  the  face  of  political  profligacy.  Sir 
Thomas  Webfler  having  reprefented  this  town, 
in  what  was  called  the  penfioned  parliament  of 
Charles  II.  became  fo  difgufled  with  the  parlia:- 
mcntary  depravity  of  that  body,  as  to  take  a  re- 
folution  to  abandon  them  and  the  caufe  of  the 
people  in  that  houfe  where  he  faw  no  poffibility 
of  either  oppoling  the  defpotic  meafures  of  the 
court,  or  fupporting  the  liberties  of  his  country. 
He  wrote  accordingly  a  letter  to  his  confti- 
tuents  on  the  eleftion  of  the  firft  parliament  of 
James  II.  which  met  on  the  2ift  of  March  1685, 

C  2  declining 
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declining  the  reprefcntation  of  a  people,  whofe-- 
delegated  Icgiflature  was  converted  into  an 
engine  of  defpotifm,  by  the  corrupt  miniftcra  of 
an  arbitrary  king,  and  requcfting  them  to  choofe 
another  reprefentative  i  he  then  abfented  him- 
felf  from  the  town  and  its  connetHions.  On  the 
day  of  clei5tion,  however,  his  former  conftituents, 
with  a  virtue  and  manlinefs  of  conduA  peculiar 
to  real  independence,  and  which  we  are  forry 
they  have  not  imitated  upon  more  recent  occa- 
lions,  refolved  to  re-eleft  their  old  member, 
whofe  integrity  they  had  tried,  and  whofe  at- 
tachment to  the  caufe  of  liberty  was  not  to  be 
ftiaken.  Without  folicitation,  therefore,  or  ex- 
pence,  and  even  without  his  own  acquiefcence. 
Sir  Thomas  was  again  deputed  the  aiTertor  of  their 
rights  in  parliament.  The  court  candidate,  in 
whofe  favour  every  exertion  of  influence  had 
been  made  without  fucccfs,  had  recourfe  to  the 
ftratagem  fo  frequently  pradtifcd  before  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  Grenville  afl,  of  petitioning 
parliament,  and  procuring  himfelf  to  be  voted 
into  his  feat  by  the  ftrength  of  the  minifter  in 
the  houfe.  This  petition  was  accordingly 
brought  to  hearing,  and  Sir  Thomas  Wcbfter, 
who  had  been  cleded  by  a  confiderable  majority, 
without 
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without  expcncc  or  fdicitation,  and  even- with- 
out his  knowledge  or  confent ;  was  voted  gtdliy 
of  bribery  and  corruption^  and  his  courtly  opponent 
voted  into  his  feat. 

We  are  forry  not  to  be  able  to  trace  the  con- 
dudl  of  thefc  eleftors  by  fimilar  adls  of  patriotic 
fortitude  down  to  the  prcfent  moment.  One 
inilance  indeed  occurs  of  a  choice,  that  reflc6ls 
equ^  honour  on  the  conftxtuents  and  reprefenta^ 
tive.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  was  ftbpped  in 
his  carriage,  as  he;  was  pading  through  this  town, 
at  the  general  eledion  in  ^[780,  and  ele^ed  by  a 
very  refpcdlable  msyority,  out  of  the  fame  r€fpe<5l 
to  his  private  and  public  virtues,  they  had  be- 
fore fticwn  in  their  aflfedion  for  Sir  Thomas 
Webfter.  They  however  tarnilhed  the  appUufc 
fo  liberally  obtained,  by  fuffering  the  fame 
gentleman,  at  the  fubfequent  eledion  in  1784, 
after  an  independence  and  integrity  of  condudt, 
which  ought  to  have  endeared, him  to  his  confti-» 
tuents  as  it  has  dpne  to  his  country,  i)ot  Qnly  tp 
be  put  to  an  immoderate  cxpencc,  but  to  be  ob-,. 
Uged  to  apply  to  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to  recognifq  his  cls^m  \o  that  feat  to 

whicl^ 
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which  their  undue  return  of  his  opponent,  Mr, 
Potter,  compelled  him^ 

It  is  remarkable^  that  of  three  violent  conteftg 
which  have  happened  in  this  borough,  that  of 
Alexander  Fordyce,  Efq-  ^ainft  Mr.  Gray  and 
Mr.  Rebow,  in  1768 ;  the  feoond,  of  the  fkmc 
gentleman  aikl  Robert  Mayne^  £fq.  in  1780, 
agaihft  ISir  Robert  Smyth  and  Mr.  Rebow ;  and 
the  third  in  1781,  between  Chriftopher  Plattcr^^ 
Efq.  and  Sir  Edmund  Affleck—Mr.  Fordyee, 
Mr.  MaynCjj  and  Mn  Ifottcr,  the  upfucccfsful 
candidates^  a  11  appeared  in  the  lift  of  bankrupts 
within  ^  very  (hort  time  of  their  relpcftive  de- 
feats, and  the  c  ruinous  expences  of  a  >Co|cheftef 
conteft  was  fuppofcd  to  have  contributed/' in  ao 
fmall  degree,  to  their  misfortunes. 

'  The  influence  und^  which  this  town  has  the 
mifery  to  labour^  in  common  with  moft  others, 
although  indifferent  degrees/ is  that  of  tlie  cor- 
jporatibn,  who  poflels  the  abjford  power  of  miak- 
ing  foreignersy  by  which  it*  is  underftood,  fum  nr* 
Jidents^  and  others,  who  have  no  natural  or  legal 
fclaim  to  fuch  a  righty  frcenaen  oi  the  faid  bo- 
tough.     This  will  always  enable  them  te  manu^ 

fa&nre 
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faUure  a  majprity  in  favour  of  any  candidate 
'  whofc  intcreft  they  may  choofc  to  ^fpoufc. 

No  Icfs  than  four  petitions  from  this  borough 
have  been  tried  fince  the '  exiftencc  of  th^i 
Grenville  a(ft,  (viz,)  Affleck  verfus  Potter, 
Smyth  verfus  Potter.  Tdrnay  verfu3  Jackfon, 
atid  Teimay  verfu5  Thornton  and  Jackfosn ;  aad 
from  the  complicated  nature  of  thj^ir  ccmftitu-f 
tion  there  are  like  to  be  ten  times  as  many 
more.  The  only  remedy  for  this  expenfive  evil 
is  the  cftaWifhment  of  the  right  of  ^Icftion 
where  the  conftitution  originally  veiled  it-rHrt 
all  the  hqufekeepcrst  without  diftindion,  through^ 
CMit  Great  Bntain. 

•  *        * 

Ancient  state  and  representation.  This 
town,  as  bcforjC  obferved,  is  the  Colonia  of 
the  Romans ;  that  it  was  a  Roman  town  is  ap^ 
parent  from  their  being  more  Roman  bricks  in 
this  town  than  in  any  cown  in  England.  The 
pre&nt  caftle  is  faid  to  have  been  built  •about 
the  year  9f  o,  by  Edward,  fon  of  Alfred.  But 
others,  with  more  probability,  relate  that  tb^ 
town  and  caftle  being  found  in  ruins  by  Williamt 
the  Conqueror,  it  was  given  by  him  to  the  fa- 
mous 
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inous  Eudo  Dapifcr,  who  built  the  caftle  on  the 
(ite  of  an  ancient  palace.  Cplchefter  appears, 
froni  the  lifts  of  members  in  Morant's  hiftory  of 
this  town,  to  have  fent  to  parliament  ever  fincc 
23  Edward  I. 

Corporation.  This  town  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  high- fte ward,  a  recorder,  or  his  deputy, 
1 1  aldermen,  a  chamberlain,  a  town  clei;k,  eigh- 
teen afliftants,  and  eighteen  common  council. 
The  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being, 
with  48  guardians,  are  alfo  a  corporation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  It  was  next  incorporated 
by  William  III.  and  afterwards  in  1763.  It  is 
a  liberty  of  itfelf,  containing  4  wards,  and  16 
parifhes,  within  and  without  the  walls. 

Corporation  Cask.  In  1735  one  William 
Seaber  executed  a  bond  to  the  niayor  and  com-» 
monalty.  In  1740  judgments  of  oufter  were 
pronounced  againft  all  the  perfons  a£ling  de 
faSoy  as  mayor  and  aldermen  in  Colchefter :  al| 
thofe  perfons  were  dead  before  1763.  And  on 
the  9th  of  September  1763,  the  prefent  charter 
was  granted  and  accepted.    In  Eafter  term  1766, 

the 
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the  new  corporation  brought  an  a&ipn  of  debt  Qn 
geaber's  bond  againft  his  executor. 

The  queftion  was,  therefore,  whether  the  pre-, 
fent  corporation  could  maintain  the  adion? 
This  was  involved  in  another  queftion — whether 
f he  old  corporation  was  diflblved  in  1 763  ? 

On  this  the  opinion  of  lord  Mansfield  was, 
**  The  corporation  is  not  diflblved  by  the 
judgments  of  oufter,  and  fubfequent  deaths  of 
fhe  mayor  and  aldermen,  though  tjiey  are  with- 
out  their  magifl-rates.  Their  conftitution  is  not 
deftroypd  and  gone,  the^r  former  rightg  re- 
maint  Would  not  a  freeman  of  Colchefter  ftill 
continue  to  have  a  ri^ht  to  common^,  or  to  votefof 
members  of  parliament  ?** 

^^  I  am  clear  upon  principles  of  law,  that  the  ol4 
corporation  was  not  ahfolutely  dijfohed  and  an^f 
nihilated,  though  they  had  loft  their  magiftrates. 
Where  then  is  a  judgment  againft  the  corpora^- 
tion  itfelf,  the  cafe  would  be  of  a  different  con- 
sideration/* 
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The  other  juftices,  Wilmot,  Yates,  and  Afton, 
concurred  with  his  lordfliip* 

Right  of  Election.  28  March  16^6.  Tbr 
Committee  reported^  that  the  right  of  eledion  for 
Colchcfter,  in  Eflex,  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
fworn  burgeffes,  not  receiving  alms. 

2y  Jan.  1 7 10.  Refolved,  That  the  mayor  of  the 
borough  of  Colchcfter,  in  the  county  of  Eflex^ 
cannot  make  foreigners  free  of  the  faid  borough, 
without  confent  of  the  majority  of  aldermen  and 
common  council, 

6  May  1714.  Agreed,  that  the  right  of  elec^ 
tion  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  common-council 
and  free  burgefles,  not  receiving  alms. 

Refolved^  That  the  right  of  making  foreigners 
(not  having  a  right  of  freedom  by  birth  or  fer-^ 
vice)  freemen  of  the  borough  of  Colchcftcr,  in 
the  county  of  Eflex,  is  in  the  mayor  and  free 
burgeifes  of  the  faid  boiough,  in  common  haU 
aflembled. 

Number  of  voters — 1400. 

Returning  officer — The  Mayor. 

Pati^on — ^None. 

T^EATING^ 
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Treating. 

11  Nw.  1702. ,  Rtfolvedy  That  the  agents  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Rehrw' hviwc  been  guilty  of  treating,  and 
ether  corrupt  pra<9:ices,  in  order  to  procure  the 
faid  Sir  Ifaac  Rebow  to  be  eledled  a  l>ur^efi  ta 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  ColcheC^ 
ter,  in  the  county  of  Eflex. 

Ordered,  That  John  IVeely,  agent  for  Sir  Ifaac 
Rehozv,  for  His  corrupt  praftices,  in  endeavouring 
to  procure  the  faid  Sir  I/aac  Reiow  to  be  elected 

•  •  ■  « 

a  burgefs  for  the  faiB'bbrough  of  Colchcfter,  be 
takeni  into  cuftody.   ' 

*  •      ,  •  '     '         ' 

•  •  •  f 

■  "  toNT£Mpr  OF  Privilege. 

20  Mar.  1 7 13.  A  complaint  being  made  to 
the  houfe,. that  the  t5own  clerk  of  the  borough  of 
Colcheflier^  h^yitg  bee©  Curved  with  an  order  of 
jjnc  oammittee  o£  pciyikge^  and  dc&ions  for 
perjnitting  Nkhola$  .O^fellis^  ££q.  and  hk 
agents^  to  ittfpcd  thp  &efcnfchool  book^  and  any 
public  books;:  d»ttei»»  papers^  or  records,  in 
order  to .  the  preparing  for  the  heariog  of  the 
fnaitter  tbucjung  tiu;  tloftion  §oj;  the  faid  bo« 

rough. 
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rough,  before  the  faid  committee,  he  the  faid 
town  clerk  had  refufed  the  fame. 

WherbupoK  one  John  Summers,  fervant  to  the 
faid  Mr.  Corfeliis,  was  called  in,  and  examined 
at  the  bar,  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  the  faid 
complaint. 
•    And  then  he  withdrew. 

Rc/olvcd,  That  Thomas  Gla/cock,  town  clerk 
of  the  borough  of  Colchefter,  in  the  county  of 
Eflex,  having  refufed  to  obey  the  order  of  the 
committee  of  privileges  and  eledtions,  for  per- 
mitting Nicholas  Corfeliis^  Efq.  or  his  agents,  to 
infpefi:  the  public  books  and  records  of  the  faid 
borough,  be,  for  the  faid  contempt,  taken  into 
the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending 
this  houfe. 

Bribery  and  Disqualification* 
4^/)nVi784.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  prefented 
a  petition,  alleging,  that  at  the  laft  eledion  for 
the  borough  of -Colchefter,  Sir  Edm.  Affleck,  Bart. 
Chiift.  Potter,  Efq.  and  the  petitioner,  were  can- 
didates; that  the  petitioner  had  the  majority  of 
legal  votes,  but  that  the  mayor,  from  partiality 
(o  Mr.  Potter,  illegally  rejeded  rightful  votes 

for 
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for  the  petitioner,  and  admitted  illegal  votes  for 
Mr.  Potter;  that  Mr.  Potter,  by  thefe  means, 
and  alfo  by  bribery,  had  procured  himfelf  to  be 
unlawfully  returned — *'  And  that  a  commiflion 
of  bankruptcy  was  iflued  againft  the  faid  Chrift. 
Potter,  on  the  17th  of  April  1783,  and  he  was 
therefore  found  and  declared  a  bankrupt ;  and 
on  the  iecond  day  of  the  month  following,  an 
aflignment  of  all  )iis  eflate  and  effecfbs  whatfo*- 
ever  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ; 
and  that  at  fuch  time  the  faid  Chrift.  Potter 
had  no  freehold  eftate  whatfoever ;  and  from  the 
eftate  and  effedls  of  the  faid  Chrift.  Potter,  the 
jpetitioner  is  informed  no  more  than  two  ftiil* 
lings  and  lixpence  in  the  pound  has  been  paid 
to  his  creditors ;  and  for  thefe  reafons,  the  peti« 
tioner  begs  leave  to  reprefent  to  the  houfe,  that 
the  faid  Chriftopher  Potter  had  not  at  the  time  of 
the  faid  cledion,  fuch  an  eftate  in  law  or  equity, 
for  his  own  ufe  and  benefit  of,  and  in  lands,  tene« 
ments,  or  hereditaments,  as  qualified  him  to  be 
eledled  and  returned  to  ferve  as  a  member  for 
the  faid  borough,  according  to  the  law  in  that 
behalf  made  and  provided ;  and  that  the  faid 
Chrift.  Potter  was  not  capable  of  being  elected 
and  returned." 

Upon 
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Supposing  the  fitting  mcmbef  to  have  dif^ 
obeyed  the  (landing  order,  the  point  contended 
for  would  not  be  the  confequence  of  this  con*- 
ftrudlion;  for  the  counfel  obferved,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  could  mi  make  a  legal  difqualiji^ 
cation  I  this  was  only  to  be  affeded  by  the 
whole  legiflature.  He  contended,  that  the  cafes 
adduced  were  not  in  point,  they  were  only  juft 
examples  of  pradice  refpecfting  the  order  they 
depended  on,  and  no  more.  It  was  impofllble^ 
he  faid,  to  find  a  cafe  fo  applicable  to  the  prefent, 
as  to  enable  the  committee  to  follow,  without 
oppofition  from  Mr.  Potter. 

After  a  fhort  reply  from  the  counfel  for  the 
petitioner,  the  committee 

Refolved^  That  the  petition  prefent^d  by  Sir 
Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  does  contain  an  exprefs 
charge  of  want  of  qualification  againfl  the  fitting 
member, 

Refclved^  That  Chriftopher  Potter,  Efq.  has 
not  complied  with  the  ftanding  order  of  the 
houfe  of  the  21ft  November  171 7,  which  requires 
"  that  the  qualification  is  cxprcfsly  objefted  to 

in 
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in  any  petition  relating  to  his  cletftion,  ■  fhall,' 
within  15  days  after  the  petition  is  rcadi  gire  ■ 
to  the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  commons  a  paper, 
figiied  by  himfdf,  containing  a  rental  or  par- 
ticular of  the  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi- 
taments, whereby  he  makes  out  his  qualifi- 
cation.'* 


"  beieTmiiied,  That  tlie  laft  eleftibn  of mwrilJefft' 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Col- 
chefter,  in  the  county  of  Effex,  is,  fo  far  as  re- 
lates to  Ch^iftopher  Potter,  Efq.  a  void  cicci 
tion.'* 

Thesl  refolutions  being  communicated  to  the 
bar,  the  counfel  ibr  the  petitioners  rcfumcd  chat ' 
part  of  their  cafe  by  which  they  claimed  the  feat 
for  their  client;. and  propofed  to  Ihew  that  he 
had.  a, majority  over  Mr.  Potter,  by  difqualify- 
ing  ten  of  his  votes,  which  would  leave  the 
numbers  for  Mr.  Potter  415,  and  for  Sir  Robert 
Smyth  416. 

AfTFR  a  few  mote  obfervations  from  the 
counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  the  committee, 
July  5,  "  Refolved^  That  the  eleilion  of  Chrift. 

Voi,  II.  D  Potter. 
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Potter,  Eiq.  fo^  the  borough  of  Colchcftcr,  hav* 
ix^  been  <;l|ecj[ar^d  void,  the  counfel  be  reftraincd 
from  entering  into  any  examination  relative  to 
the  diilm^lific^tion  of  votea  on  the  poll  for  the 
faid  borough  of!  Colcheftcr." 

On  the  fame  day  the  chairn¥in  reported  tfl 
the  houfc,  "  That  the  committee  had  deter- 
oiined.  aa  before  (laced,  that  the  clet^ioa  for 
membfjrs  to  ftrye  in  parliament  f<?r  the  borough 
of  Colchcft^r,  in  th^  roynty  of  EJTex^  is,  fo  far 
as  rel^rtes  to  Chriftopher  Poitcr^  l^d^  a  vcdd 
cledtion.*' 

A  NEW  writ  was  in  confequence  ordered  to  be 
ilTueil. 


•  •  1  -  J 
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Political  Character.  /The  influence  in^ 
this  borough,  if  a  poiitive  one  m»y  be  faid  to 
cxifV,  is  between  Jofeph  Holden  Strut,  Efq.  and 
Charles  Callis  Wcftern,  Efq.  the  prefent  mem- 
bers. The  houfe  of  commons  having,  with 
great  jufticc,  determined,  that  honorary  freemen, 
and  freemen  claiming  their  ri^ht  by  purchafc, 
h^ive  not  a  right  to  vote  for  members  to  ferve  iq 

parliampm 


parliament  for  this  plac^'-^ffeifhi;^!!/  prrrcniy 
the  fabricarion  of  votes  for  tiine-ferving  pur* 
pofes,  which  has  been  praftifed  at  Ditrbanit  Gir- 
lifle,  Sea£brdj  and  other  places.  The  number 
not  exceeding  200  is  too  fmall  to  place  them  b^ 
yond  the  grafp  of  venality  and  influence,  aawe 
have  feen  experienced  by  the  corividtion  of  the 
Jate  Bamber  Cafcoigne,  Elq. 

.  Ancient  State  akd  REPREssKTATroK.  Maf- 
den,  as  befi>rc  noticed,  was  the  Ancient  Roman 
city  of  Cameiodunum,  which  hias  appeare4  fiyw 
ibme  coins  of  king  Cunobeiine,  dug  up  hcxv* 
This  was  the  firft  Roman  colony  in  Britain ; 
the  town  was  taken  by  the  emperor  Claudjua*  in 
the  year  43,  who  placing  a  ftojut  bimd  of  vec^ 
rans  in  it,  called  it  Coionia  Fiaricentis -,  he  like- 
wife  coined  money  in  memory  of  this  exploit, 
on  which  was  infcribcd  Col.  Cameloduni.  The 
Romans  alfo  ered:ed  here  a  temple  to  the  honour 
of  Claudius,  in  which  was  an  altar,  called  the  altar 
of  Eternal  Domimon,  and  certain  priefts,  termed 
Sodales  Auguftales,  were  appointed  to  attend  it ; 
but  the  cruelty  and  oppreffion  of  the  Roman  fol- 
diers,of  this  ftation,  fo  exafperated  the  Britons,an4_ 
in  particular  Boadicea,  queen  of  the  Iceni,  who 
D  2  per- 
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pcrfondly  receiving  the  grofleft  and  m6fl:  dif-» 
•gracefiil  infults,  colicdled  a  numerous  army, 
•arid  befieged,  plundered,  and  burnt  this  city* 
IShc  afterwards  (lormed  the  temple,  where  the 
•fbldiers  were  affembled  to  defend  themfeWes ; 
and  in  two  days  time  (he  put  them  all  to  the 
Ivrord.  She  likewife  routed  the  ninth  legion, 
that  came  to  their  afliftance,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  have  killed  70,000  Romans,  and  their  allies. 
The  Romans  rebuilt  it,  fome  time  after,  as  ap- 
p'edi*^'fr6m  th*  ftmerclry  of  Antoninus,  who  takes 
ftbticc  of  it  &»-^ing  a' Roman  ftation.  After 
this  king  Alfred,  fometimes  called  Edward  the 
dder^'finding  ft  greatly  ruined  by  the  Danes,  re- 
pkii%fd'^and  forHfied  k  with  a  caftle.  Maiden 
firft'fent  menibers  2  Edward  III. 

'CORPORATION.  It  is  at  prefent  a  populous 
boro'jgh,  governed  by  2  bailiffs,  8  aldermen,  a 
ftewan^,  rccorJer,  and  18  capital  burgeffes.  It 
15  a  liberty  wltHln  itfclf,  and  has  a  convenient 
harboiir.      It   uas    incorporated   i   Philip   and 
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Borough  Engiish. 
There  is  acuftom  in  this  place,  that  when  t 
man  dies  Inteftate,  his  lands  and  tenements  fle- 
fcend  to  his  youngcft  (on ;  or,  if  he  dies  without 
ifliie,  to  his  youngeft  brother.  This  cuftom  is 
termed  Borough  EngUJb,  and'  is  faid  to  have  arifen 
from  the  lewdncfs  and  tyranny  of  the  ancient 
feudal  lords,  who,  when  any  of  thofe  who  t'l^ 
undertheni  married,  claimed  the  firft  night  with 
the  bride-:  as  fome  doubt,  therefore,  naturally 
arofe,  whcthet  the  Brft-bom  child  was  .legitimate, 
this  cuftom  was  etlablifhed  to  exclude  fuch  child 
from  the  inhcriiance,  and  the  youngeft  was  pre- 
ferred, as  being  the  mod  diftant  from  fufpicipn- 

Right-  of  EtECTrox. — Mjy  ao,  1715,    Mr. 

Hampden  (according  to  order),  reported*  Sfc.as 

follow  : 

1.  Rejolved, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  right  of  elet'iion  of  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough. of  Mai- 
den, in  the  county  of  Eflex,  is  in  fuch  fr<fc- 
men  as  do  not  recei-ve  a1  ms,  and  arc  entitled  to 
freedom  by  birth,  marriage,  or  fervitude. 

2.  Rf^ 


2.  Refdved^ — Th^  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mi^ce,  that  fuch  pcrfons  who  derive  their 
joght  to  freedom  from  honorary  freemen  of  the 
borough  of  Maiden,  in  the  county  of  Elfex, 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  (aid  bo- 
rough. 

^s  i?^/wrf,— That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com-^^ 
'  mittee,  that  perfons  claiming  their  freedom  by 
.  purchafe,  and  exercifing  trades  within  the  bo- 
rough of  Maiden,,  in  the  county  of  Efl[ex, 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eledion  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 
borough. 

4.  Refihiei^ — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  John  Comyns,  Serjeant  at  Law, 
having,  at  the  late  eledion  of  members  to 
ftrve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Maiden; 
in  the  county  of  EfTex,  wilfully  refufed  to 

"  take  the  oath  of  qualification,  as  is  dirofled 
by  an  a£k  of  parliament  of  the  gth  of  Anne, 
(entitled,  •'  An  Ad  for  fecuring  the  freedom 
"  of  Parliaments,  by  the  further  qualifying  the 
*•  Members  to  fit  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,") 

6  though 
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though  duly  required  ro«to  do,  and  not  having 

at  any  time  before  the  meeting  of  this  parlia- 
ment taken  the  faid  oath,  his  eledion  is  there- 
by void. 

Here  followed  two  refolations  oftoi  committee  tbbd 
were  duly  eleSed. 

I 

The  faid  refolutions  being  fevcrally  read  a  fe* 
cond  time,  and  the  queftion  being  feverally  put 
Qpon  the  three  ftrft  of  the  faid  refolutions.  That 
the  houfe  do  agree  with  the  committee  in  the 
fiid  refolutions. 

It  palTcd  in  the  negative. 

The  reft  of  the  refolutions  being  feverally 
read  a  fccond  time,  were,  upon  the  queftion 
Xeverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  unto  by  the 
houfe.' 

Number  of  Voters y  195. 

Returning  Officers,— The  two  Bailiffs. 

PatroHs,— Mr.  Strut  and  Mr.  Weftem. 

PENSION. 

In  the  penfion-lift  of  Charles  II.  Sir  Rich&pJ 
Wifeman,  one  of  the  members  for  Maiden,  had 
loool.  a  year  pcnfion,  and  was  keeper  of  one  o£ 
the  treafurer's  parliamentary  tables, 

HAR- 
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Political  Character. — This  was  formerly  s 
trcafury  borough,  and  numbered  amongft  the  ap- 
pendages to  thfe  influence  of  government.  But 
the  celebrated  John  Robinfon,  Efq.  of  parlia- 
mentary notoriety,  managed  with  fo  much  dex- 
terity its  political  attachment,  while  he  was  in 
the  employment  of  a  late  adminiftration,  as  to 
fccure  to  himfelf  that  patronage  which  he  had  be* 
fore  exercifed  officially. 

The  right  of  eledlion  being  in  thirty-two  indi- 
viduals, moft  of  whom  arc,  by  themfelves  or  their 
relations,  in  poffefllon  of  thofc  favours  which  the 
ex-fecretary  had  fo  amply  the  power  of  diftribut- 
ing,  nothing  but  an  oppofition  to  a  future  admi- 
niftration can  poffibly  fhake  the  omnipotency 
of  his  influence.  But  as  he  poffefTes  the  lucra- 
tive office  of  fijrveyor-general  of  the  crown 
lands,  and  a  penfibn  of  loool.  per  annum,  we  pre- 
fume  upon  his  well  known  attachment  to  good 
things,  that  fuch  an  ad  of  tcrgiverfation  i&  not 
likely  ta  happen. 


An^ 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation. — Thii 
towiij  which  derives  its  name  from  the  Saxoa 
word  Harr.vic,  a  haven  or  bay,  has  no  great  claim 
to  antiquity.  It^  however,  fcnt  members  as  ear- 
ly y  17  Edward  III.  when  it  difcontinucd,  until 
it  was  reftored  by  James  I.  anno  regni  la. 

Corporation. — This  town  was  firft  made  a 
borough,  and  incorporated,  in  the  reign  of  £dw. 
II.  by  Thomas  Brotherton,  carl  of  Norfolk,  and 
marftul  of  England.  It  received  a  new  charter 
in  the  time  of  James  I.  by  the  intcreft  of  the 
learned  and  celebrated  EdMard  Coke,  the  attor- 
ney-general, and  afterwards  recorder  of  this 
town  for  lifiS'  This  charter,  and  all  other  im- 
munities belonging  to  the  town,  were,  through 
the  mediation  of  Sir  Harbottle  Grimftone,  their 
recorder  at  that  time,  and  mafter  of  the  rolls, . 
confirmed  by  Charles  11.  The  cor(mration  at 
prefent  confifts  of  a  mayor,  chofen  annually  on 
St,  Andrew's  day,  out  of  eight  aldermen.  There 
ii  alfo  a  recorder  and  twenty-four  capital  bur- 
geflcs.  The  mayor  has  the  power  of  keeping 
admiralty  courts,  which  have  a  jurifdiiftion  over 
all  naval  af]airs. 

Right 
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Right  op  Election.— April  6, 1714,  Rejolvei^ 
That  the  right  of  eledion  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Harwich,  in  the  county  of 
Eflex,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  bur-^ 
gefles,  or  beadboroughs  of  the  faid  borough,  rcli*. 
ding  within  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  voters,     32, 
Returning  officer.     The  Mayor, 
Patron.    John  Robinfon,  Efq. 

l^ENSION. 

In  the  penfion-lift  of  Charles  II.  it  appeared 
that  Thomas  King,  Efq.  a  member  for  Harwich, 
had  a  penfion  of  50I.  a  feflfion,  beiides  meat, 
drink,  and  now  and  then  a  fuit  of  clothes. 


G  LOU  C  ESTERSHIRE. 

Ancient  State. 

X  HIS  county,  which  obtained  its  name  from 
th.'  city  cf  Gloucefter,  the  Colonia  Glevum  of  the 
Romans,  was  inhabited  by  a  people  whom  the 
Romans  called  DobunL  The  Saxons,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  the  Ronuns,  called  the  inhabitants  JVic-" 
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«w/,  from  the  Saxon  word  IVic,  which  fignifics 
a  creek  of  ii  river. 

During  the  heptarchy,  this  county  was  long 
fuhjcift  to  the  Weft  Saxons.  It  was,  however, 
afterwards  included  in  the  kingdom  of  Mcrcia, 
whofe  king  ufually  rcfided  atTamworth,  in  Staf^ 
fordlhire.  It  was  miferably  harrafled  by  the 
Danes,  whofe  general  was  Gurman.  Thiscoun- 
ty  fufFered,  likewife,  greatly  in  the  civil  wars  be- 
tween Maud  and  Stephen.  In  the  reign  of 
Hen.  II.  it  was  much  defolated  by  the  incurfion« 
of  the  Wclfh.  And  at  laft^  it  was  diftinguiflied 
by  taking  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  barons 
in  their  wars. 

This  county  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
andis  adiocefe  of  itfelf.  It  is  divided  into  3W 
hundreds,  and  contains  one  city,  and  25  market 
towns,  in  which  are  280  parilhes,  26,700  houfcs, 
and  162,568  inhabitants,  who  are  reprefented  in 
parliament  by  eight  members  chofen  as  follow : 
Two  knights  of  the  ftiire  for  the  county  ^  two  ci- 
tizens for  the  city  of  Glouccfter  j  two  burgclTes 
for  the  borough  of  Cirencefter  j  and  two  bur- 
gefltsfor  the  borough  of  Tewkfbury. 

CLOU- 
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GLOUCESTER   COUNTY. 

Political  Character.  The  predominant 
influence  in  this  county  is  that  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort,  and  the  earl  of  Berkeley.  There  was^ 
indeed,  a  powerful  conteft  in  1776,  upon  Mr. 
Southwell  being  called  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  in 
which  the  numbers  upon  the  poll  were  nearly 
equal ;  but  it  was  a  conteft  between  the  intereft 
of  thcfe  two  noblemen  for  fuperiority  :  W.  B. 
Chefter,  Efq.  being  fupported  by  the  former^ 
and  the  Hon.  George  Cranfield  Berkeley,  by  the 
latter.  Mr.  Chefter  obtained  the  majority  upon 
the  poll ;  a  petition  was  prefented  and  tried 
againft  his  return,  in  which  he  eventually 
fucceeded.  This  was  the  firft  county  petition  tried 
under  the  Grenville  adl.  The  above  noblemen 
are  now.  coalcfccd,  and  each  has  his  friend  in 
the  reprejentaiion. 

A  MEMBER  CHOSEN  WITHOUT  HIS  CONSENT. 

It  is  fo  far  unnccelTary  to  be  a  candidate  in  or- 
to  be  a  member,  that  a  pcrfon  may  be  chofen  and 
returned  without  either  his  know  ledge  or  confent. 
This  is  proved  by  a  circumftance  which  happen- 
ed, at  an  cledion  for  this  county,  as  reported  by 

GlaRH 
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Glanvillc.  The  committee  und  the  houfe  deter- 
mined, April  9,  1624,  that  Sir  Thomas  Eft- 
court,  having  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll, 
was  duly  eleded  and  returned,  dllbougb  he  bad 
declared  at  the  eleUim,  that  be  defired  not  to  he 
■ehtfin. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Political  Character.  This  city  is  at  prefent 
independent ;  a  remarkable  inftancc  of  which 
was  given  upon  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Barrow> 
in  1789,  when  the  citizens  oppofed  the  intcreft  of 
the  Duke  of  Noifolk,  and  after  a  poll  of  fifteen 
days  obtained  a  viflory  by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  an  alderman  of  this 
corporation,  and  moftof  the  body  corporate  are 
in  his  grace's  intereft.  The  earl  of  Guildford  is 
recorder,  and  lordvifcount  Sydney  has  an  inte- 
reft in  the  city,  arifing  from  the  property  he  in- 
herits of  the  late  George  Selwyn,  Efq. 

Amcient  State  and  Representation.    This 

city,    called    by  the    ancient    Britons     Qier- 

glatv,  the  fair  city,  from  its   fine  iituation  and 

beautiful  buildings ;  was  called  by  the  Romans 

Ckvum 
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Qevum  or  Glevum,  to  which  the  Saxons,  accords 
ing  to  their  cuftom,  added  cejfer,  which  fignifies 
^  caflle  or  fortification,  and  thus  called  it  GU^v^ 
cejler,  from  whence  its  prefent  nanoe  is  ilippofed 
to  be  derived.  Leland  fays,  that  in  his  time,  it 
was  a  large  place,  well  built  with  timber,  smd  de- 
fended with  ftrong  walls,  except  on  the  fouth 
fide  where  it  is  walhed  by  the  Severn. 

This  city  is  allowed  by  all  writers  on  the  fub* 
jedl  to  have  been  a  Rpman  iilatipn.  After  the 
tSaxon  heptarchy,  this  pUce  was  of  fome  iK>te; 
lindncar  it  Edrnund,  furQained  Ironfides,  fought 
fot  the  kingdom,  in  the  Ifle  of  Alney,  with  Canute, 
who  obtained  the  victory.  A  little  before  the-^ 
conqueft,  Breiktric,  a  Saxon,  was  lord  of  dou- 
cefter ;  but,  refufing  to  marry  Maud,-  afcerwai'ds 
wife  of  William  I.  flie  caufed  him  to  be  impri- 
Ibned,  and  his  eflatc  feifed  by  the  crown.  After- 
wards it  was  given  by  Rufus  to  Robert  Fitz- 
Haimon,  lord  of  Corbaille  in  Normandy. 

Several  of  our  kings  kept  their  Chriftmasat 
this  city.  King  John,  in  the  firft  year  of  hit 
reign,  made  it  a  borough  town,  and  Henry  IIL 
made  it  a  corporation.      It  was  bcfleged  and 

takca 
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nJcen  in  four  days  by  the  barons,  in  the  reign 
of  the  laft  mentioned  king.  It  was,  however* 
(km  retaken  by  her  fon,  who  pardoned  the  bur>« 
gelTei  upon  their  paying  looo  nrarks.  It^  i2y% 
£dward  I.  held  here  a  parliament,  in  which 
ibme .  ufefiil  laws  were  made,  npw  called  tha 
fi^tuies  of  Glmeefier.  Richard  II.  held  alfo  here 
j^  paili»ment :  and  Richard  III.  in  cotdcqu«:ico 
of  bearing  the  title  of  duke  of  Gloucefter,  be- 
&r9  he  obtained  the  crown,  added  the  two  ad^ 
jjKfnt  hundreds  of  Dudfton  and  Kings-Barton 
^  it,  gave  it  his  fword  and  cap  of  maintenance 
itAd  made  it  a  county  of  itfel  f,  by  the  name  of  the 
CQVBty  of  the  city  of  Glouccftcr  ;  but,  after  tho 
tcftoration,  the  hundreds  were  taken  away  by  a^ 
«f  parliament,  and  the  walls  of  the  city  razed^ 
for  the  iiilubitatits  Shutting  the  gates,  in  [643* 
9g«in(t  Charles  I.  t)y  whtxn  it  was  then  in  vain 
Ifffi^ged.  The  city  had  then  eleven  parilh 
Cburcha.  But  fix  being  dcmolifhed  in  1643, 
•choe  only  remained  five,  and  the  cathedral. 
This  city  now  gives  the  title  of  duke  to  his 
Royal  ITighnefs  William  Henry,  only  remaining 
brother  of  his  prefent  nujefty. 

This  pity  ftnt  mensbcn  to  padiamwt;  as 

farly  si  33  Edward  I. 

C0RPO-, 
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CoRi>ORATidN.      According    to    Sir   kobert 

r 

Atkins*  Hiftory  of  Gloucefterftiire,  this  ciry  was' 
incorporated  by  Henry  III.  when  he  wa* 
crowned  there.  It  was  then  governed  by  a 
mayor,  aldermen,  Sec.  But  the  inhabitants  re- 
figiring  their  charter,  in  1672,  to  Charles  II.  he 
granted  them  anc^ther  in  the  24  of  his  reign,  by . 
Which  the  city  and  county  is  governed  by.a- 
fteward,  mayor,  Ji  aldermen,  a  recorder,  two 
iherifFs,  26  common  council,  a  town  clerk,  a 
fti^ord-^bc^arer,  land  4  ferjeant^  at  mace.  For 
the  better  regulating  the  trade  of  rhe  ^ity,,  there 
are  12  companies,  whofe  matters  attend  in  tHeir 
gowns,  the  mayor,  on  all  public  occafions: 
Thefe  are  the  mercers,  in  whidh  jtre  included 
the  apothecaries,  grocers^  and  chandlers ;  the 
i^eavers,  the  tanners,  the  t)utcheri|  the  bakers, 
the  fmiths  and  hammcr-meci,  ainorig  whom  arc 
thegoldfmiths,  ironmongers,  coopers,  and  joiners  < 
the  (hoemakers,  metal-men^  taylors,  fcarbers^  and 
glovers. 

■   "    •        •       :^    ■-      •  :  -  •  '    '  }. 

Right  of  Election.     Is  in  the  inhabitants 

«  ■     ■    ■  .  ,1 

and  freemen. 

Number  of  voters,  3000. 

Returning  officers.     The  fhcrifFs. 

Patrpns.    None.  • 

aREN- 
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CIRENCESTER. 
Political  Character.  Although  there  luve 
been  many  refolutions  of  the  committees  of  the 
houfe  oii-the  right  of  election  for  this  borough, 
yet  none  of  them  have  received  the  faniftion  of  the 
boufe  of  commons;  the  ri]fi&/ is  confequcntly  at 
prefent  undefined.  The  only  rcfolution  upon 
the  journals  is  the  general  one  of  the  ift  of 
May  1624,  which  neither  excludes  any  part  of 
the  borough,  nor  any  delcription  of  houfeholders  t 
but  the  returning  o(Hcer>  at.  the  laft  general  elec- 
tion in  1 790.  rejected  the  votes  of  all  the  houffr- 
holders,  in  the  Abbey,  the  Emeryi  and  the  Spi- 
ringate-lane,  in  confequence  ofarefolution  of  a 
committee  in  1709,  which  was  negatived  by  the 
houfe  of  comm<»i9. 

Mr.  Prefton,  the  candidate  in  whole  behalf 
thefe  eledors  tendered  their  fuffniges,  has  pre- 
fentcd  a  petition,  which  is  to  be  determined  this 
prefent  fcflion.  The  inflpcnce  has  for  many 
yeara  been  in  the  family  of  earl  Bathurft,  who 
has  a  feat  in  the  neighbourhood,  aind  has  the' 
appointment  of  the  returning  officer  at  his 
court-Ieet. '   Mr.  Crcfwell  made  z  fuccefsful  op- ' 

Vol.  II.  E  pofitioar 
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pofition  to  the  intereft  of  carl  Bathurft's  father, 
in  1768. 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
town,  which  took  its  name  from  having  a  cefler 
or  caftle  upon  the  river  Churn,  which  falls  into 
the  Thames  at  Cricklade,  is  thought  to  be  the 
oldeft,  and  to  have  been  the  largcft  in  the 
county.  It  is  faid  that  the  emperor  Conftantine 
was  crowned  in  this  town  king  of  the  Britons. 
It  is  however  certain,  that  it  was  a  ftrong  for- 
tified place  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  It  had 
once  three  parilh-churches^  which  are  now  re- 
duced to  one.  ' 

After  the  Romans  left  this  ifland,  the  Britons 
defended  themfclves  in  this  town  againft  the 
Saxons  until  the  year  577,  when,  the  reft  of 
Britain  being  conquered,  Gloucefter,  Bath,  and 
this  place  fubmitted  to  the  Saxons.  But  in  the 
year  656,  Pcnda,  firft  chriftian  king  of  Mercia, 
took  it  from  them.  In  879  it  was  taken  by  the 
Danes,  who  built  a  tower  here,  now  called  TriC 
mon  Tower,  from  the  name  of  their  general. 
Since  the  Norman  conqueft,  Rpbert  earl  of 
Gloucefter^  in  the  reign  of  Stephen^  put  a  gar- 

rifon 
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rifon  here,  when  he  attempted  to  reftore  Maud, 
the  emprefs,  to  the  throne. 

In  the  baron's  wars  againft  Henry  III.  this 
caftle  had  a  garrifon  put  in  it  by  them;  but 
the  king  foon  recovered  it,  and  caufed  it  to  be 
demoliftied.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Thomas 
Holland.duke  of  Surrey,  the  earl  ofSaliftury.and 
other  noblemen,  retreating  to  Cirencefter,  and 
lodging  in  an  inn,  the  bailiff  of  the  town  and 
townfmen  affaulted  the  houfe,  flew  them,  and 
lent  their  heads  to  London.  For  this  fervice 
Henry  granted  the  inhabitants  all  the  goods  of 
the  faid  noblemen  and  their  adherents,  except 
money,  plate,  and  jewels.  He  alfo  g^nuited  to 
the  men  four  does  in  the  feafon,  fix  bucks  to  the 
women,  and  one  ht^lhead  of  wine  from  Brit- 
tol.  He  likewife  made  the  town  a  court  of  fla- 
ple  for  merchandize,  in  confequence  whereof 
it  became  a  corporation.  It  did  net,  how- 
ever, return  members  to  parliament  before  the 
12th  of  Elizabeth.  In  the  year  1668,  the  carl 
Cholmondcley  {a  Roman  Catholic  peer),  was 
murdered  in  thcftreets,  for  his  adherence  lo  ab- 
firfutc  monarchy. 

E  t  Cor- 
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Corporation.  This  town  being  incorpo- 
ratedy  as  above,  by  Henry  IV.  it  was  governed 
by  a  mayor,  two  conflables,  and  the  common- 
alty, who  were  deemed  part  of  the  corporate 

body.    Btit  this  charter  was  cancelled  in  the 

»  •  * 

reign  of  Elizabeth. 

Right  of  Election.  May  21, 1624.  That 
where  no  cuftom  nor  charter  for  eledion,  there 
the  inhabitants  hpufeholders  ought  to  make  the 
cleftion. 

Nov.  4,  1690.  Refolved^  by  the  committee, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Giren« 
cefter  (in  com.  Glouceftcr.)  receiving  a  chari« 
table  donation,  commonly  called  ^.wd?«/ry,  have 
.not  a  right  to  vote  in  eledling  burgeflcs  to  fervc 
in  parliament. 

Refohed^  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Cirencefter  being  inmates,  hate  no 
right  to  vote  in  cledling  burgcfles  to  ferve  in 
parliament. 

Upon  the  queflion,  the  houfe  did  not  agree 
unto  the  firfl  refolution,  but  agreed  unto  the  fe«. 
cond. 

Dec. 
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ZV^.  8, 170^'  The  queftion  being  put,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Abbey,  the  "Emery^  and  the 
Spirmgate-loHe  (not  receiving  alms)  haVe  a  right 
to  vote  in  clcding  members  to  fervc  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Cirencefter  (com. 
Glouceller.) 

It  paffcd  in  the  negative, 

Ths  ftate  of  the  poll  at  the  laft  elediion  vrii. 
For  Lord  Apfley       -    293 
Richard  Mailer,  £iq.      262 
Robert  Preflon,  £fq.        254 

KUMBER  OF  VOTSRS— 600. 

Returning  officer. — The  Steward. 
Patron— Earl  Bathurll. 

TEWKESBURY. 

Political,  character.  This  borough  is  not 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  any  individual. 
Its  independence  is  evinced  by  the  honour  it  de- 
rives from  To  exemplary  a  leprcfentative  as  Mr. 
James  Martin,  whofe  integrity  has  manifefled 
that  rigid  virtue,  which  fo  defcrvedly  ennobled 
the  Grecian  and  Roman  charafter.  To  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Britiih  fenate  it  niould  be  recorded, 
that  being  offered  a  fhare  in  the  very  advanta- 
geous 
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geous  loan  of  1783,  to  a  very  great  amount,  he 
difplayed  the  true  dignity  of  parliamentary  inde- 
pendence, by  communicating  to  the  houfe  the 
infult  that  he  conceived  to  be,  offered  to  the  le- 
giflative  affembly  of  the  nation. 

Ancient  rbI>resentation.  This  town  re- 
ceived its  firft  privileges  from  Edw.  II.  which 
were  confirmed  by  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs  j  but 
it  did  not  return  to  parliament  before  the  7th  of, 
James  the  Firft. 

Tewksbury  was  formerly  famous  for  its  mo- 
naftery  built  by  two  brothers,  Odo  and  Dodo, 
who  were  then  dukes  of  great  account  in  the 
kingdom  of  Mercia.  It  was  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  at  firft  only  endowed  with  the 
manor  of  Stanway.  Hugh,  earl  of  Mercia,  was 
the  patron  of  this  priory  in  the  year  800,  and 
Bricktric,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  was  buried 
here.  Robert  Fitz-Haimon,  in  the  year  1102, 
new  built  it,  and  made  great  endowments,  ad« 
vancing  it  to  an  abbey.  His  daughter  Mabilla, 
wife  of  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  built  the  pri- 
ory of  St.  James's  at    riftol,  and  fubje£led  it  to 

this 
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this  abbey.  Gilbert  dc  Care,  eari  of  Gloceller 
and  Hereford,  with  feveral  of  the  families  of  the 
Defpcncers  and  Beauchamps,  were  great  bene- 
fa&ora  to  it,  feme  of  whom  are  buried  here ;  it 
was  valued  at  the  fuppreffion  at  1 598I.  a  year. 
The  church  is  ftill  ftanding,  and  is  now  the 
parifh  church  above  defcribed. 

This  place  is  alfo  famous  for  a  bloody  battle 
fought  here  between  the  two  houfes  of  York  and 
Lancafter,  when  Edward  the  Fourth  entirely  de- 
feated Henry  the  Sixth,  taking  the  queen,  prince 
Edward,  and  many  of  the  nobility  who  fided 
with  Henry,  prifoncrs.  TTie  young  prince,  who 
was  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  brought 
into  the  king's  tent,  appeared  before  him  with 
an  undaunted  countenance;  and  £dward  alking 
him,  how  he  came  to  be  fo  rafh  as  thus  to  enter 
his  kingdom  in  arms?  he  bravely  replied,  "  That 
he  came  to  recover  his  own  inheritance,  which 
had  been  unjuftly  ufurped."  On  which  the  king, 
inilead  of  admiring  his  intrepidity,  ftruck  him 
on  the  mouth  with  his  gauntlet,  aAd  turning 
from  him  withdrew,  whea  the  dukes  of  Clarence 
and  Glocefter,  the  king's  brothers,  the  earl  of 
Dorfet, 
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Dorfety  and  the  lord  Haftings^  fiept  up  to  the 
young  prince^  and  barbaroufly  (tabbed  him  with 
their  daggers ;  after  which^  that  party  was  never 
able  to  make  head  again.  It  is  a  large^  beauti* 
ful^  and  populous  town^  confifting  of  three  well 
built  ftreets^  and  many  lanes.  It  has  a  bridge 
over  three  of  the  four  rivers  that  run  by  it,  and 
a  church,  which  is  a  large,  noble  ftruflure,  with 
two  handfome  turrets  at  each  end,  and  a  fiately 
tower,  alfo  adorned  with  turrets.  The  commu- 
nion  table  coniifts  of  one  entire  piece  of  marble, 
thirteen  feet  eight  inches  long,  and  three  feet 
and  a  half  broad,  and  {lands  in  the  middle  of  the 
choir.  This  ftru6lure  is  adorned  with  a  num- 
ber of  funeral  monuments,  particularly  feveral 
of  the  earls  of  Glocefter  and  Warwick,  prince 
Edward,  the  fon  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  and  the 
duke  of  Clarence,  brother  to  Edward  the 
Fourth.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  meeting-houfes 
of  diffenters,  and  a  free-fchool,  erefted  by  Wil- 
liam Ferrers,  in  1 675,  who  gave  20I.  a  year  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  mailer,  to  which  feveral 
other  benefaftors  have  made  confiderable  addi- 
tions.  Here  is  alfo  an  hofpital,  endowed  with 
40I.  a  year  by  the  late  queen  Mary,  to  be  paid 

out 
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out  of  the  Excbequer,  for  the  maintenance  of 
thirteen  poor  people,  and  a  reader,  who  is  a^ 
pointed  by  the  corporation ;  and  in  the  churcb* 
yard  is  an  almshoufe  for  ten  poor  widows  baft 
witltouC  any  endowments. 

Corporation.  Tcwkclbury  being  re-incor- 
porated by  James  I.  it  was  then  governed  by  24 
burgcflcs.  from  whom  are  chofen  annually  two 
bailiffs,  who  are  the  ruling  magiftrates,  and  have 
iurifdiiftion  within  the  borough,  exclufive  of  tbc 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county. 

Right  of  election — Is  in  the  ma^llrates 
^nd  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  voters — Suppofcd  to  be  about 
500. 
Returning  officers— The  Bailiffs. 
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HAMPSHIRE. 

ANCIENT    STATE. 

•npHIS  county,  called  by  the  Saxons  Hamtun^ 
/eyre,  from  Hampton,  or  Soutfiampton,  the 
county  town,  was  afterwards  called  Hamtct- 
chyre,  and  hence  its  prefent  names  of  Hamp- 
ihire  and  Hants  are  derived. 

At  the  Roman  invafion,  the  Regni  and  Belgae 
pollefied  great  part  of  this  county.  The  former 
was  a  tribe  of  the  ancient  Britons  and  the  BcU 
gae,  a  people  of  Germany,  who,  pafling  the 
Rhine,  poflefled  themfelves  of  part  of  Gaul,  and 
then  failed  over  to  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  Britain, 
in  order  to  plunder  the  inhabitants,  and  return 
with  the  Ipoil.  But  liking  the  country,  they 
drove  the  Britons  out  of  thofe  places,  long  after 
called  Somerfetftiirc,  Wiltfliire,  and  the  inland 
parts  of  Hampfliire,  of  which  they  took  poC- 
feflion,  where  they  were  found  by  C«(ar,  on  his 
vifiting  thofe  parts  of  Britain.  This  coun- 
ty is  thought  to  have  been  the  firft  that  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Romans.  Although  lefs  than 
many  other  counties  in  England,  fome  authors 
affert,  that  it  had  fix  Roman  Rations  called  Calk^ 
va,     Findama,    Venta^    Belgarum,      Claucentum^ 

Briga,  and  Cunitis^ 

When 
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Whin  the  Saxons  invaded  this  ifland,  the  iiu 
habitants  kept  this  county  60  years  after  the  Brft 
landing  of  Hengift  j  but  Ccrdic,  the  founder  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  landing  at 
Chardford  in  the  bcginning^f  the  6th  century, 
reduced  all  the  fouthera  fhore,  as  far  as  the  countiy 
of  the  Damnoniiy  to  his  authority.  The  pofterttjr 
of  Cerdic  ruled  the  whole  country  of  the  Beige 
£31  feveral  generations,  but  at  length  this  coun^ 
-was  taken  from  it,  and  rendered  a  petty  kii^- 
dom. 

In  the  reign  of  Ethelbert,  and  in  the  year  860^ 
the  Danes  invading  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  ravaged 
all  before  them  as  far  as  Winchcfter ;  but  as  they 
were  returning,  Ofric,  eail  of  Hampton,  aflifted 
by  the  men  of  Berkshire,  defeated  them,  and  re- 
covered the  fpoils.  The  Saxons  being  fettled 
fomc  time  in  thefc  parts,  divided  the  country  of 
the  Belgffi  into  three  counties,  Somerfetlhire; 
Wiltftiire,  and  Hampshire. 

This  county,  exclufive  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  i« 
divided  into  39  hundreds,  containing  one  city,  20 
market  towns,  and  253  parilhcs.  It  lies  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
chcfter. It  fends  26  members  to  parliament,  re- 
turned 
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turned  as  follows :  Two  knights  by  the  county^ 
and  two  burgefles  by  each  of  the  following 
towns;  Soudiampton^  Portfmouth^  Newport^ 
Yarmouth^  and  Newton^  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight> 
JLymington  or  Liminton^  Chriftchurch^  Ando* 
^er»  Whitchurch^  Petersfield)  and  Stockbridge. 

Political  Cha^^acter.  This  county  hasj» 
fitmi  its  maritime  fituation^  many  ports  in  if> 
where  a  great  number  of  cuilom^houfe  officers^ 
and  others^  under  the  immediate  controul  of  go* 
vernment^  refide.  The  intereft  arifing  from  this 
conne^on^  as  well  as  from  the  dock-yard  at  Portia 
mouthy  is  fo  great>  as  to  fuperfede  ariftocracy 
itfelf;  and  the  adminiftration  for  the  time  being 
have  geitierally  the  nomination  of  its  members^ 
which  may  be  eafily  evinced  by  the  laft  return^ 
when  the  numbers  were^  for 

Sir  W.  Heathcote,  Bart.  2,013 

William  Chute,  Efq.  1 805 

Jjord  J.  Ruflel,  1290 

J.  C.  Jervois,  Efq*  I2ga 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Political  Charactxr.  The  right  of  eleftion 
in  this  town  being  exdufively  inthecorporation,; 

con  lifting 
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conCIling  of  a  niayor«  recorder,  12  aldermen, 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  burgefles,  like  that 
of  Plymoutb,  the  fame  influence  prevailed  here 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  the  admiralty 
vas  always  admitted  to  have  the  nonunation  of 
its  members.  The  corporation,  however,  being 
chiefly  compofed  of  men  of  independent  for- 
tunes, and  inimical  to  the  American. war,  and  un- 
confiitutional  mcaTures  of  Ix)rd  North's  adml- 
niftratioD,  refufed  to  accept  the  minifterial  nomi- 
nation of  ih«  late  Peter  Taylor,  £iq.  the  a^ny 
commiflary,  upon  the  death  of  the  late  SirMattliew 
Featberftonhaugh,  in  17741  and  invited  Jolhua 
Iremonger,  of  Wherewell,  in  this  county,  a  gen- 
tleman of  great  opulence  and  independence,  to 
oppofe  the  government  intereft.  The  pUrJotic 
party  had  not  yet  acquired  a  fufficient  ftrength 
to  overcome  that  influence  which  had  ufually 
prevailed  here.  To  that  Mr.  Taylor  carried  his 
eleflion  by  a  majority  of  three  votes. 

This  oppofition  to  government  irnutcd  them 
to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to  caufe  them,  the  enfuing 
term,  to  move  the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  in- 
formations in  the  nature  of  (Jw  ff^arranto^  againft 
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the  mayor,  feveral  of  the  aldermen,  and  63  ot 
the  burgefles.  Thefe  informations  having  been 
feverally  obtained,  and  trials  had  thereon,  judg- 
ment of  olifter  was  ifliicd  againft  the  whole 
number.  Similar  in  formations  were  then  moved 
on  behalf  of  the  patriotic  againft  the  minifterial 
party,  and  29  of  the  latter,  were  likcwife  oufted. 

These  judgments  left  the  corporation  without 
a  mayor  or  recorder,  only  4  aldermen  remained 
in  their  offices,  and  a  few  of  the  burgeflpjs.     Ad-^ 
miniftration  had  now  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  have 
a  clear  majority  in  this  garbled  corporation  ;  but 
of  the  four  remaining  aldermen,  Wm.  Caner, 
fen.  Efq.  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Linzee,  and  Mr.  Var* 
loe,  the  two  former  being  in  the  independent  in« 
tereft,  and  the  two  latter  in  that  of  government, 
and  as  the  power  of  making  aldermen,  and  nomi- 
nating candidates  for  the  office  of  mayor,  is  vett- 
ed by  the  bye-laws  of  the  corporation  in  the 
court  of  aldermen,  no  cleftion  could  legally   be 
made  for  either.     The  majority  of  burgefles  who 
were  in  the  intereft  of  government,  however,  af- 
fembled,  and  aflumed  to  themfelves  a  power  of 
chufing  a  mayor,  and  ^le£led  Mr*  Munday,  an 

officer 
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officer  of  the  cullonu  in  this  port,  and  one  of  tht 
burgefles,  into  that  office.  This  eIe£tion  beit^ 
illegal,  judgment  -of  oufter  was  foon  obtained 
againfthim ;  but  the  burgeffcs  ftiU  perfevered  in 
the  fame  mode  of  ele&ion,  and  ai  often  as  judg- 
ment of  ouAer  was  obtained  againft  one,  the^  fee 
about  ele&ng  another  of  their  own  party,  and 
continued  this  pradice  for  nearly  nine  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time,  Linzee  and  Var- 
loc,  the  two  minifterial  aldermen,  died,  and  left 
the  corporate  power  in  the  hands  of  their  oppo. 
nents.  Theeartof  Sandwich,  who  had  been  cm- 
fidered  the  patron  and  fupporter  trf"  the  minilleiial 
party  in  this  borough,  being  about  this  time  le- 
moyed  from  the  office  of  firft  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, they  loft  that  fupport  by  which  they  were 
enabled  for  fo  many  years  to  carry  on  their  op- , 
polition. 

The  two  remaining  aldermen.  Carter  and 
White,  having  now  the  fole  command  of 
the  corporation,  and  the  ele&ion  of  mayorof 
neceffity  falling  upon  one  of  them,  Mr.  Caiter 
was  accordingly  chofenon  the  Michaelmas  day 
following. 
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The  corporation  having  once  more  obtained 

a  I^g^I  form^  a  cburt  of  aldermen  was  held^  the 

Yacancies  were  filled  up^  and  a  number  of  new 

biirgefle^    ele6led/  of   fuch   a  chara^r  and 

independence^  as  placed  them  beyond  the  reach 

of  iitaproper  influence.     Sir  John  Carter^  eldeft 

Ion  of  the  above  named  alderman^  has  ever  fince 

been  cdnfidered  the  leader  and  patron  of  this  cor- 

p6)ratibn.     The  cohftitutional  objedions  which 

we  hav6  to  make  againft  them  are>  that  the  ma- 

joHty  bfthem  arenonrefidents;  and  that  by  their 

cdhftitutidn  they  eleft  each  other,  without  the 

luffrages  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  thereby 

not  only  fecluded  from  their  natural  right  ta 

their  choice  of  magiftrates,  but  alfo  from  the 

more  important  one,  of  delegating  their  repre- 

ientatives  to  the  legiflature,  in  whom  is  the  dif- 

pofal  of  their  liberty,  life  and  property. 

Right  op  Election,  is  in  the  mayor,  alder- 
men,  and  burgefles  of  the  faid  borough  only^ 
i6j^5,  a4th  Janoary. 

AnCIE^IT  iTATE  A!*D  RifPRESENTATION.— This 

town,  which  may,  from  having  the  only  regular 

fortification  in  the  kingdom,  be  termed  the  Key 

^6  of 
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of  England,  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  11.  At  firft,  ttie  town  was  for- 
tified by  a  timber  wall  lined  with  earth ;  but  Ed- 
ward IV.  built  two  forts  of  free-ftone  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour,  and  Hen.  VII.  made  it 
a  garrifon.  This  town  fcnt  members  as  early  as 
Winchefter  did,  which  was  23  Edw.  I. 

Corporation. — Portfmouih  was  laft  incorpo- 
rated by  Charlesl.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and  an  indefinite 
number  of  burgefles. 

Right  or  election. — Jan.  24, 1695, /Ze/o/W, 
That  the  right  of  elfeflion  of  burgcffes  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Portfmouth  (in 
Com.  Southampton)  Is  in  the  mayor,  aldermenj 
and  burgefles  of  the  faid  borough  only. 

Veb.  3,  1710,  Re/olved,  That  Jo/epb  fVbiteborti, 
Efq.  who  was  cle<5ted  mayor  of  the  borough  of 
Portfmouth  on  the  loth  day  of  December,  1709, 
and  had  not  duly  qualified  himfclf  for  that  office 
according  to  law,  by  taking  the  Sacrament  of  the 
.Lord's  Supper  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
.    Vol.  II.  F  ■  .church 
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church  of  England^  within  one  year  next  befon: 
his  clcdtion,  was  not  legal  mayor  of  the  faid  bo- 
rough. 


Refolvedy  That  the  aldermen,  elefted  during  the 
faid  pretended  mayoralty  of  the  faid  Mr.  Whiter- 
bom,  are  not  legal  aldermen,  and  the  burgcflcs 
elefted  during  his  pretended  mayoralty,  have  not 
a  right  to  vote  in  cleftions  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Portfmoutb. 

Number  of  voters — no. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor* 
Patron— Sir  John  Carter. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

Political  Character. — This  town,  which  is 
a  county  of  itielf,  is  remarkable  for  the  refpec- 
tability  of  its  corporation,  which,  like  that  of 
Poole,  to  which  it  is  nearly  limilar  in  its  confti- 
tution,  is  denominated  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
burgeffes,  though  it  is  cuftomary,  as  at  Poole,  to 
compliment  fuch  of  its  members,  as  have  fcrved 
the  office  of  mayor,  with  the  title  of  alderman. 
3  The 
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*rhfe  prefent  mayor,  (heriff,  and  hailifFs,  are  all 
gentlemen  of  title. 

The  late  Hans  Stanley,  flffaltious  memory.re- 
prefcnted  this  town  near  thirty  years,  and  was  fo 
profufe  in  the  diftribuiion  of  court  fevours,  which 
it  is  well  known  were  at  his  difpofal,  as  to  bring 
it  into  the  vortex  of  government  boroughs.  So 
unliable,  however,  is  gratitude  thus  procured, 
that  they  turned  his  nephew,  the  prefent  Hans 
Sloanc,  Efq.  out  of  its  reprefentotion,  a  very  few 
years  after  his  death. 

The  influence  in  this  town  is  principally  in 
the  corporation,  although  the  right  of  eledion 
is  in  the  inhabitant  houfeholders  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  and  their  number  is  near  fix  hundred.  The 
corporation  have  the  power  of  making  iion-refi- 
dent,  or  honorary  burgeflcs ;  but  they  have  not 
yet  abufcd  it  to  any  extent. 

Ancibnt  state  and  reprmentatiok. — 
This  town,  anciently  called  HauJun,  from  being 
feated  on  a  bay,  formerly  named  Ttifauton, 
or  the  Bay  of  Auton,  now  Southampton- 
water,  is  jdiftinguifbed  from  Hampton  and 
F  3  North- 
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Northampton,  by  the  name  of  Southampton* 
It  is  generally  agreed,  that  this  town  was  a  colony 
of  the  Romans  called  Claucentum.  It  was 
greatly  haraffed  by  the  Danes  in  the  year  980, 
and  plundered  and  burnt  to  the  ground  by  the 
French  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  It  was,  how- 
ever, foon  rebuilt,  fortified  with  towers  and  bat- 
tlements, and  in  a  little  time  became  fo  populous, 
as  to  induce  Richard  II.  to  defend  its  harbour  by 
ercdling  a  ftrong  caftlc.  It  was  faid,  that  this 
town,  among  other  privileges,  having  that  of  all 
the  Canary  wine  brought  to  England  firft  landed 
here,  became  exceedingly  wealthy.  But  the  Lon- 
don merchants  fuftering  greatly  from  the  law, 
purchafed  the  exclulive  privilege  from  the  corpo- 
ration, and,  thus,  had  their  Canary,  as  well  as  the 
reft  of  their  imported  wines,  brought  diredlly  to 
London.  This  town  fcnt  to  parliament  as  early 
as  23  Edward  I. 

Corporation.  This  is  the  county  town,  and 
was  incorporated  by  Hen.  II.  and  John.  It  was 
next  made  a  county  of  itfelf,  by  Hen.  VL  who 
thus  rendered  it  independent  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  county.  By  its  laft  charter,  granted 
by  Charles  I.  the  corporation  confifts  of  a  may- 
or. 
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or,  recorder,  fhcriff",  and  two  bailiffs  :  ,all  thore 
who  have  ferved  any  of  the  foregoing  offices, 
conftitute  the  common-council,  which,  con- 
fequently,  arc  unlimited  ;  but  the  corporation 
have  a  power  of  choofing  burgelTcs,  who,  altho' 
not  members  of  the  common  council,  are  yet  of 
the  corporation,  and  have,  therefore,  votes. 
There  are  eleven  jufticcs  of  the  peace;  namely, 
the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  the  bifhop  of  Win- 
chcfter,  the  recorder,  the  lafl:  mayor,  five  alder- 
men, and  two  burgefles.  All  who  have  pafled 
the  chair  are  aldermen.  The  corporation  have 
feveral  officers,  as  a  town  clerk,  four  ferjeants  at 
mace,  a  town-crier,  &c.  The  mayor  and  bai- 
liffs have  a  court  for  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts. 
AH  caufes  arc  tried  in  the  Guildhall,  where  the 
quarter  feflions  arc  al  fo  held.  The  mayor  is  ad- 
miral of  the  liberties,  from  South  SeaCaftle  near 
Portfmouth,  to  Hurft  Caftle,  which  is  feated  on  a 
neck  of  land  that  runs  fo  far  into  the  fea  as  to 
form  the  (horteft  pafTagc  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

It  was  here  that  Canute  ridiculed  his  flatter- 
ing courtiers,  by  fitting  crowned,  and  in  his 
royal  robes,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  forbid- 
ding the  tide  to  approach  his  foot-ftool ;  but 

ihe 


cc 

f 


70  SOUTHAMPTON. 

the  fca,  deaf  to  his  commands,  and  regardlefs  qi 
his  threats,  continued  it$  wonted  courfe,  and  wetr 
ting  h\s  ^lajcfty's  feet  arid  robes,  he  ftarted  up, 
and  upbraided  thofe  fycophants  with  the  groiTnefs 
of  their  flattery,  in  pretending  that  all  nature 
obeyed  him.  -^  Let  this  convince  you,  and  all 
the  world,"  added  he,  "  that  the  power  of  the 
greatefl  monarch  i$  poor  and  weak,  and  that 
^'  none  is  truly  worthy  of  the  title  of  king,  but  he^ 
f^  whofe  will  being  an  eternal  law,  the  heavens^ 
f*  the  earthy  and  the  feaobey." 

Right  OF  election. — 2)^^.31,  1689,  Refolved^ 
That  the  right  of  ele<5tion  of  burgefles  to  fervc 
in  parliament  for  the  town  and  county  of  South-, 
ampton,  is  in  the  burgeffes  and  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  towr^. 

March  17,  1695,  Re/ohed,  That  the  put}iving 
burgefles,  a$  well  as  the  burgeflfes,  inhabitants, 
and  other  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  have  4 
right  to  vote  for  eleding  mernbers  to  fcrve  in  par^ 
liament  fpr  the  to\v^n,  and  county  qf  the  town  of 
{Southampton* 

Returning  officers.  April ^^  T^^^.Re/qlved^ 
That  the  mayor  and  bailiff§  of  the  town,  and 

'  county 
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county  of  the  town  of  Southamptonj  are  the  re- 
ruraing  officers  for  the  faid  town  and  county. 

A  SHERIFF  RETURNED  TO  PARLIAMENT. 

The  inhabitants  of  Southampton  having  pre- 
fented  a  petition  againll  the  return  of  Mr.  Fle- 
ming to  ferve  them  in  poiiament,  in  confe* 
quence  of  his  being  (heriff  of  the  county  at  the 
time  of  his  eleftion,  a  committee  was  appointed 
CO  cake  the  £iJd  petition  into  their  confideration. 
The  committee  met  on  the  lOih  of  Feb.  if77, 
and,  after  hearing  counfel  and  evidence,  deter- 
mined on  the  11th  Feb.  that  the  fitting  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Fleming)  waa  duly dcffted,  Thechief 
ground  pf  their  decifion  was,  that  this  town* 
being  a  county  of  itfelf,  and  that  the  mayor  aad 
bailifl^  proceeded  to  the  eledion  by  virtue  of 
a  writ  from  the  crown,  and  not  under  the  autho- 
rity  of  a  precept  from  the  (heriff  of  Hampfhir^ 
it  did  not  itKapacitate  the  fitting  member. 

Number  of  voters — About  600. 
'    Keturning  «FFicERs*-The  ^fayor  and  bai^. 

liffs, 


STOCK, 


I    7^    ] 


STOCKBRIDGE. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elcc- 
tion  in  this  borough  is  in  the  inhabitants  houfe-» 
keepers,  paying  foot  and  lot.  They  have  no 
particular  patron  ;  but  Mr.  Bucket,  the  landlord 
of  the  principal  inn  in  the  town,  is  a  leading 
man  amongft  them.  The  frequent  petitions 
which  have  been  prefented  to  parliament  on 
the  fcore  of  bribery,  fh^w,  either  that  thi^ 
borough  is  more  than  ordinarily  open  to  cor- 
ruptkjn,  or  that  it  is'  more  fhamelefs  in  the  ex-» 
crcife  of  it.  The  petition  of  Mr.  Barham  and 
Mr.  Porter,  againft  major  Scot  and  Mr.  Cater, 
the  fitting  members,  is  now  depending  on  tho 
fame  charge. 

Ancient  Representation.  This  town  never 
fent  to  parliament  till  i  Elizabeth. 

Corporation.  None :  It  being  a  borough 
by  prefcription,  governed  by  a  titular  bailiff,  con- 
ftable,  and  ferjeant  at  mace. 
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Right  of  Election— Is  inaU  the  inhabitants 
paying  to  church  and  poor. 

Number  of  voters~57. 
Returning  officer.    The  Bailiff. 

Mode  of  bribing  the  voters.  The  bailiff, 
who  is  generally  an  innkeeper,  or  one  depend- 
ant upon  an  innkeeper,  is  the  returning  officer 
at  ele£tions ;  foi;  it  is  faid  that  the  innkeeper,  in 
order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  receiving  bribes 
upon  thefe  occafions,  without  being  liable  to  the 
penalty,  has  frequently  procured  one  of  his  own 
hpftlers  to  be  eleEled  bailiff,  and  has  himfcif  car- 
ried the  mace  before  him. 

The  ingenious  Sir  Richard  Steele,  who  repre- 
fenied  this  borough  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
carried  his  ele£tion  againfl:  a  powerful  oppofu 
tion,  by  the  merry  expedient  of  flicking  a  large 
apple  full  of  guineas,  and  declaring  it  fhould  be 
the  prize  of  that  man  whofe  wife  fhould  firft  be 
brought  to-bed  after  that  day  nine  months. 
This,  we  are  told,  procured  him  the  intereft  of 
the  women,  who  are  faid  to  commemorate  Sir 
Richard's 
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Richard*^  bounty  to  this  day,  and  once  made 
a  ftrenuous  effort  to  procure  a  (landing  order 
of  the  corporation,  that  no  man  (hould  ever  be 
received  as  a  candidate  who  did  not  offer  him- 
itlf  on  the  fame  terms. 

Bribery. 

Novcmter  I5rh,  1689.  i.  Upon  fpecial  report 
from  the  committee  of  privileges  and  eledlions, 
of  grofs  and  notorious  bribery  at  an  eledioA 
for  the  borough  pf  Stockbridge,  in  conu 
Southampton, 

Refolved^  That  W,  Montague,  Efq.  is  not  duly 
cleftcd  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the  faid  borough  of  Stockbridge. 

2.  Refolved^  That  W.  Strode,  Elq.  1$  not  duly 
elected  a  burgefs,  &c. 

3.  Refolved^  That  the  faid  eleftion  is  a  void 
clcdion. 

4.  Ordered^  That  Richard  Hewes,  thcbailifF^ 
P.  Robinfon  Gatehoufe,  and  S.  Hall,  be  fent  for^ 

into 


/ 


/ 


(TOC  KB  RIDGE.  7  J 

into  cuftody  of  the  ferjcant  at  arms,  for  giving 
and  taking  bribes  at  thi:  f>id  cle^on. 

5.  Refohed,  That  W.  Montague*  Efq.  be 
^ifabled  from  being  defied  a  burgefs  to  fcrve  in 
thit  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Srockbridge. 

6.  That  a  debate  ariling  touching  the  diC 
franchifing  the  faid  borough  for  ever  hereafter 
from  fending  burgeffes  to  parliament,  and  that 
inftead  thereof  two  more  knights  of  the  (hire  be 
^hofen  for  the  county  of  Southampton, 

Rejolved,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till 
Monday  morning  next,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Nffvemher  27th,  1789.  7.  A  petition  of  R. 
Hewcs,  &r.  inhabitants  of  Stockbridgc,  that  they 
were  very  foriy  they  had  incurred  the  difplea- 
fure  of  the  houfe  by  encouraging  the  giving 
rnoney,  and  by  other  irregularities  at  the  late 
election  there,  which  they  had  not  done,  but  that 
they  were  fo  near  ruin  by  the  late  king's  army 
p<mtinually  quartering  upon  them,  and  praying 
fhe  confiderati^n  of  the  houfe,  and  to  be  diC 
chained 
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charged  from  their  confinements.  The  pctU 
tiohers  being,  called  in,  and  feverely  reproved 
by  Mr.  Speaker  for  their  offences,  were  dif- 
chargcd  on  paying  their  k^^ 

8.  Re/olved,  That  the  faid  election  for  the 
fa  id  borough  of  Scockbridge  is  a  corrupt  and  a 
void  election. 

g.  Refolvcd,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  dif- 
abling  the  faid  borough  of  Stockbridge  to  fend 
burgeffcs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  future. 

And  the  faid  bill  was  brought  in  the  fame 
feflion,  and  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

7th  February^  1693.  10.  A  petition  of  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough  of 
Stockbridge  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  and 
read,  praying  that  the  bill  may  be  withdrawn, 
and  that  the  ancient  frame  arid  conftitution  of 
the  faid  borough,  in  fending  members  to  parlia-. 
ment,  may  not  be  altered. 

Jlefolved^    That  the  faid  petition  be  reje<fled. 

Eodem 
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Eodem  Die,  ii.  Another  petition  of  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Stock- 
bridge,  praying  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel 
againft  the  faid  bill,  was  alfo  rejeifted. 

12.  And  the  bill  was  afterwards  engrofled, 
and  read  a  third  time  ;  but  on  the  third  reading 
the  queftion  being  put  that  the  bill  do  pafs. 

It  pafTed  in  the  negative,  and  aftenf^rds, 

April  t9th,  1694.  A  motion  being  made,  arid 
the  queftion  being  put,  that  a  warrant  be  now 
diretled  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  make  out 
a  new  writ  for  the  elefting  a  burgcfs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Stockbridge,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  ill 
the  room  of  Richard  Whitehead,  Efq. 

It  parted  in  the  negative. 

PoLiTicAi   Anecdote. 

In  a  penfion  Hft  publilhed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles'Il.  there  appears  the  following  excraor- 
dinary  par^raph : 

Sir 
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Sir  Robert  Howard  (member  for  Stcfck-^ 
bridge)^  auditx)r  of  the  receipts  of  the  exchequer^ 
3000  pounds  per  annum.  M&ny  great  places  and 
boons  he  has  had;  but  his  wh-^ uphil>  fpends  all, 
and  now  refufes  to  marry  him. 


CHRISTCHURCH. 

Political  Character.  There  does  not 
appear  upon  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons any  refolution  refpefting  the  right  of 
ele6iion  in  this  borough;  but  Brown  Willis,  and 
every  other  parliamentary  writer,  dates  it  to  be 
in  the  inhabitants  houfeholders,  paying  fcot 
and  lot«  The  corporation  have  however  af- 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  exclufive  right  for  a 
number  of  years,  without  any  oppofuion  from 
the  inhabitants,  and  exercife  it  at  prefent  with 
wonderful  addrefs  and  management. 

Edward  Hooper,  Efq.  of  Home  Court,  near 
this  borough,  fenior  commiifioner  of  the  cuftoms, 
has  for  near  Rfty  years  had  the  controling  in- 
tqreft  of  this  corporation,  the  direftion  of  which 
he  has  lately  f^jrrendered  to  lord  Malmefbury. 

But 


CHRIITCftUKCH.  ^^ 

But  Mr.  Rofe  of  the  treafury,  in  imitation  of  his 
{iredeceflbr  John  Robinfon,  at  Harwich,  bas« 
finee  his  purchare  of  the  eftate  at  Cufnells.  ia 
the  New  Forefl,  conceived  it  convenient  to  re- 
alife  a  fimilar  influence,  and  has  accordingly^ 
direSed  the  treafury  artillery  again  It  the  elec;> 
tors  ofChriftchurch.  A  furrender  was  foon  ob- 
tained, and  a  capitulation  agreed  on,  by  which 
Mr.  Rofe  is  allowed  the  nomination  of  one  <£ 
its  members.  Should  any  two  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, think  proper  to  offer  themfelves  at  a  fu- 
ture vacancy  on  the  right  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
take  the  fenfe  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  petition,  on  the  validity  of  their 
claim  of  fuffrage,  there  is  tbe  beft  founded  pre- 
fumption  offuccefs,  as  they  have  not  contrary 
refolutions  of  former  committees  to  combat,  as  in 
the  cafes  of  Pomfret  and  Poole,  but  a  clear  and 
diliin3  right  etlablifhed  by  prefcription,  and 
oppofed  only  by  an  arbitrary  monopoly,  fanc- 
tioned  by  a  corrupt  ufage  of  a  Ihort  period. 

Right  of  Eiectiok.  In  the  inhaHianta 
houfeholders,  paying  fcot  and  lot;  but  M  prefeot 
aflumcd  and  exercifed  by  tbe  corporation  ex- 
clu  lively. 

Aw- 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.  Thi'^ 
towa  was  anciently  called  Twenamboume,  from 
its  being  fituated  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers 
Avon  and  Stour,  near  the  place  where  they  fall 
into  Chriftchurch-bay,  and  has  received  its  pre* 
fent  name  from  the  dedication  of  its  church  to 
Chrift*  It  firfl  fent  to  parliament  13  Elizabeth^ 
for  although  it  was  fummoned  35  Edward  L  and 
2  Edward  II.  the  bailiff  made  no  return  to  either 
precept* 

Corporation— confifts  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder, 
aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  a  common  council. 

Number  of  Voters— 24. 
Returning  Officer — The  mayor. 
Patrons — Lord    Malmelbury    and    George 
Rofe,  Efq. 

m 

Mayor  of  Christchurch. 

It  was  determined  in  the  cafe  of  the  mayor 
of  Chriftchurch,  in  the  King's  Bench  (Stra. 
1090)  that  a  bare  fw earing  in,  and  a£ling^  does 
not  make  a  man  an  officer,  defaiJo^  and  that  un- 
lefs  there  is  fome  form  of  election  he  is  a  mere 
ufurper. 

LYMING- 
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LYMINGTON. 

Political  Character.  The  corporatioft 
in  this  borough,  confifting  of  the  mayor  and 
burgeffes,  have  the  exclufive  right  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  parliament,  and  are  all 
under  the  influence  of  Sir  Harry  fiurrard,  Bart. 
by  whofe  means  the  majority  of  them  have  ob- 
tained a  number  of  thofe  benevolences,  which 
render  them  indeed  obnoxius  to  Mr.  Crewe's 
bill ;  but  are,  notwith (landing  that,  liberally  dif- 
tributed  by  the  treafury  amongft  the  immacu- 
late boroughs. 

Ancient  Represintation.  The  firft  return 
of  members  from  this  place  was  27  Elizabeth. 

Corporation.  This  dncicnt  borough  is  a  cor- 
poration by  prefcription,  confining  of  a  titular 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burge^,  without  limita* 
tion :  the  mayor  is  annually  chofen  by  the  bur- 
gelfes  within  and  without  the  borough,  and 
fworn  at  the  court-lect  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor., 

Voi.II.  G  Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

OBober  29, 1691,  Refolved^  That  the  matyor 
and  burgelTes  of  Lymington  have  only  a  right 
to  ele<5t  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  diat 
borough. 

Jan.  18,  1695.  Re/olved,  That  the  right  of 
ele(3ing  burgelles  to  fervc  in  parlianient  for  the 
borough  of  Lymington  is  not  in  the  mayor,  bur* 
geflesi  and  conunonalty  of  the  faid  borough^  pay- 
ing icot  and  lot. 

Refolved^  That  the  right  of  eledling  members 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Lymington^  is  only  in  the  mayor  and  burgelTes  of 
Lymington^  excli|five  of  the  commonalty,  pay- 
ii\g  Icot  and  lot. 

Jan.  11,  171O.  Refohed,  That  Ac  right  of 
eledion  of  burgefles  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  boFOugh  of  Lymington,  in  die  county  of 
Southampton,  is  not  in  the  mayor,  burgefles^ 
and  inhabitants  of  the  iaid  borough  not  receiv- 
ing alms. 

Refohed, 
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kef^ed.  That  the  right  of  doftian  of  burgeflcs 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Ly- 
mington,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  in 
the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  the  £ud  borough 
only. 

Number  of  voters— 80. 
Returning  officer — The  mayof. 


YARMOUTH,  iSLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Political  Character.  Contains  about  50 
Iwufea,  cottages  included.  Tb«  right  of  elec- 
tion is  in  the  capital  and  free  burgefles.  The. 
free  burgefles  are  chofen  from  the  capital  bur- 
gefles, and  are  unlimited  by  the  conliitution  of 
the   borough:   but  at  prefent  there  are  only 


Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Jervcus  Clarke  Jer- 
vois,  have  each  their  friends  and  dependants  as 
burgefles ;  and  by  mutual  compad  have  agreed 
that  each  fliall  nominate  one  of  the  twomenw 
Jiers.  The  capital  burgeflcs  are  equally  divided 
between  the  two  parties,  ax  ftdlows: 

G  2  No.  J, 
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No.  r.  Mr.  Holmes. 

2.  ■  His  brother  in  law. 

3. His  own  brother. 

^.  __— —  His  brother  in  law. 

g,  _— — , —  His  fon  in  law. 

6. — ^ —  The  recorder  of  Newport. 

7.  Mr.  Jervois. 

8.  — — A  clergyman  who  has  good 

preferment  by  means  of 

Mr.  Jervois'  intereft. 
9, 10.  '  Mr.  Jervois'  friends  live 

in  London. 
II,  12.  -  Do  live  in  or  near  Ha- 

vant. 

FREE    BURGESSES. 

No,  I .  A  near  relation  of  Mr.  Holmes. 
2.  A  gentleman  of  Wiltfhirc. 
3,4.  Doubtful  if  living  —  conne£led  with 
No.  2. 

5.  Formerly  a  tenant  to  lord  Holmes. 

6.  Ditto^  and  now  to  Mr.  Holmes. 

7.  Do. 

8.  A  barber  and  flopfeller,  the  only  refident. 

9.  Colleflor  of  the  fait  duties  in  Chefhire, 

formerly  in  the  Iflc  of  Wight. 

These 
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These  free  faurgefles  are  of  old  ftanding,  and 
will  uot  be  made  capital. — Formerly  they  were 
many  (the  number  being  unlimited),  but  in  the 
year  1756,  after  a  difpute  between  Mr.  Holmes 
and  Mr.  Jervois,  and  the  LeigK  family  of  North 
Court  in  the  idand  (of  which  Mr.  Jervois's 
lady  was  a  part),  a  compromife  took  place,  by 
which  it  was  ftipulatcd  that  a  great  number  of 
free  burgefles,  then  newly  made,  (hould  be  dis- 
franchifed,  which  was  accordingly  done;  that 
each  party  Ihould  thenceforth  name  one  mem- 
ber ;  and,  to  keep  the  intereftseven,  whenever 
a  capital  burgefs  fhould  die,  the  fide  to  which 
he  belonged  fhould  immediately  nominate 
another  pcrfon  to  be  a  free  burgefs,  and 
then  make  him  capital,  as  the  charter  pre- 
fcribes. 

From  this  ftate  of  fa£ls  it  is  plain,  that  the 
four  members  of  Newport  and  Yarmouth  are 
returned  by  only  two  pcrfons;  three  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  with  the  minifter's  affifiance,  and  one 
by  Mr.  Jervois.  The  members  for  Newtown 
are  chofen  at  prefent  by  four  perfons ;  in  all 
fix  members  by  fix  eletlors  only ;  and  this  fmall 
body  may  be  further  diminiflied  by  an  union 

of 
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of  intcrefts  in  the  borough  of  Newtown,  between 
the  Worfley  family  and  Mr.  Holmes;  in  which 
cafe  four  men  would  return  fix  perfons  to  reprc- 
fent  them  in  parliament.  If  this  unadorned  re- 
cital docs  not  imprefs  on  the  mind  the  fulleft 
fconviftion  of  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  fome  re- 
form in  the  reprefentation,  it  is  furely  fair  tq 
conchide,  that  the  utmoft  power  of  reafon  and 
eloquence  would  be  exerted  in  vain. 

Ancient  Representation.  This  borough^ 
in  conjundtion  with  Newport,  both  of  which  are 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  fent  firft  to  parliament  23 
Edward  I.  and  although  it  was  again  fummonedy 
jn  this  reign  no  return  was  made  for  it,  or  any 
place  in  this  ifland,  until  ^7  Elizabeth, 

Corporation  confifts  of  a  mayor  and  twelve 
burgeffes,  according  to  a  charter  granted  in  the 
7th  of  James  L 

Right  of  election,  April  mh,  1717,     Re^ 

folved^  That  the  bye-law  made  the  aift  of  Sept. 

1670,  by  the  mayor  and  five  chief  burgeffes  of 

Yarmouth  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  being  the  major 

part  of  the    chief  burgeffes  then  exifting  for 

cledting  free  burgeffes  by  the  mayor  and  five 

phief  burgeflcs,  was  a  good  bye-law. 

19  Jan. 
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i^Jdff.  1769,  Rf/ohed,  That  Thomas  Grimes, 
Efq.  being  ele&ed  a  chief  burgefs  during  the 
pretended  mayoralty  of  John  Leigh,  Efq. 
whom  the  houfe  rcfolved  was  not  legally  elcdled 
a  chief  burgels  of  the  faid  borough,  and  was 
therefore  incapable  of  being  elefted  mayor  of  the 
fild  borough,  on  the  aift  of  September  1765. 

Re/oived,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  and  the 
Hev.  Mr.  John  Oglandcr,  being  clcded  chief  bur- 
gefles  during  the  pretended  mayoralty  of  the 
faid  Thomas  Grimes,  were  not  legal  chief  bur- 
gefles  of  the  f^id  borough- 

Refolved,  That  the  eleiflion  of  the  twenty-five 
free  burgcflcs,  objeded  to  by  the  counfel  for  the 
petitioners,  cleiSed  during  the  prefent  mayoralty 
of  the  faid  Thomas  Grimes,  Efq.  at  an  aflembly, 
in  which  the  faid  Dr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Oglandcr 
attended,  and  voted  as  two  of  the  five  chief 
burgcflcs  in  the  election  of  the  faid  twenty  bur-t 
geffes,  was  illegal  and  void. 

Number  of  voters — 50, 
}<ETtJB,NiNQ  OFFICER— The  MayoF^ 

NEWTON^ 
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NEWTON,  OR  NEWTOWN. 

Political  Character. — Is  a  decayed  place, 
containing  Only  about  ten  cottages,  and  of 
courfe  very  few  inhabitants.  Therightofeleftion 
is  attached  to  39  borough  lands,  or  burgage 
tenures.  One  eleflor  only  redeyes  in  the  place ; 
the  burgage  tenures  arc  in  the  following  hands, 
the  real  owners  convey  them  to  their  relations, 
friends,  or  dependants  for  life ;  but  in  confi- 
dence to. vote  as  direfted  by  them.  The  nun^^ 
ber  has  been  increafed  to  39  by  fpliting  3; 
which  arc  therefore  conceived  not  to  be  gpod 
votes. 

Sir  Richard  Worfley  (of  thefe  2  are  fpHt)       *iz 
Sir  Fitz-William  Barrington  8 

Mr.  Holmes  (of  thefe  i  are  fplit)  7 

Sir  William  Oglander,as  truftee  for  William 

the  fon  of  Edward  Meux  Worfley,  Efq, 

(3  fpHt)  3 

Sir  William  Oglander  2 

•  Two  of  thcfc  were  fold  by  lord  Edgecumbe  to  Sir 
Richard  Worfley  in  1782  for  looo  guineas,  though  only  two 
decayed  cottages. 

John 


John  Urry,  Efq. 
■  The  Coheirs  of  John  Leigh,  Efq. 
Maurice  Biffctt,  Efq.  , 

The  heir  of  Robert  Pope  Blachford,  Efq. 
■William  Hill,  Efq. 
William  Harvey,  a  hufbandman 


39 


FkoM  whence  we  may  fee  that  the  number  of 
attua!  voters  is  about  33.  The  revenue  of- 
ficers bill  has  taken  off  one  vote  only. 

Sir  Richard  Wordey  and  Sir  Fitz  William 
Barrington  are  at  prefent  united ;  and  it  it 
evident,  that  with  the  aflillance  of  Mr.  Blach- 
ford,  who  is  fon  in  law  to  the  latter,  and  any 
one  other  perfon,  they  have  a  decifive  ma. 
jority. 

Ancient  Rjspresentatiok".  This  fmsU  bo- 
rough never  fcnt  to  parliament  until  the  27th  of 
Elizabeth. 

Corporation.      None,    It    has   however   a 

titular  mayor,  and  1 2  burgelTes,  choien  by  the 

lord  of  the  manor. 

Right 
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Right  of  election,  April  12,  1729.  Re^ 
folved.  That  the  right  of  clcdion  of  burgeflcs  to 
ferve  i|i  parliament  for  the  borough  of  New- 
town in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  is  in  the  mayor  and  burgcfles  of 
the  faid  borough,  having  borough  lands  withii) 
the  faid  bo^oughf 

Number  of  voters — 93. 
JIeturning  officer— The  Mayor, 

POLITICAL   ANECDOTE. 

In  the  penfion  lift  of  Charles  IJ.  this  para^ 
graph  appeared-^ Sir  John  Holmes,  Sir  Ro* 
berths  brother,  and  member  for  Newtown,  a 
cowardly,  baffled  fea-captain,  twice  boxed,  and 
once  whipped  with  a  dog-whip ;  was  chofen  in 
the  night  without  the  head  officer  of  the  town ; 
and  but  one  burgefs  prefent ;  yet  voted  this  ladt 
feflion,  and  will  be  rc-eleded. 


NEWPORT. 

Political  Character.     This  borough  was 

formerly  under  the  influence  of  the  father  of  the 

prefent  duke  of  Bolton,  at  whofe  deceafe  the  late 

. 3  lord 
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lord  HolmeSjOf  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  took  the 
lead  of  the  corporation,  and  held  it  during  his 
life.  Upon  the  demife  of  that  nobleman,  the  in- 
Cereft  defcended  with  his  eftate  to  his  nephew,  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Troughear,  who  has  fince  taken 
the  furname  of  Holmes,  and  is  the  prefettt  patron 
of  the  borough.  This  borough  contains  about 
500  houfes,  and  between  2  and  3000  inhabi- 
tants; out  of  the  mod  difcreet  and  fubftantial 
of  whom  the  charter  direQs,  that  the  corpora- 
Mon,  con&fting  of  12  aldermen  and  13  burgeOes. 
Jhall  be  chofen,  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 
That  when  a  vacancy  happens  in  the  court  of  al- 
dermen, one  of  the  1 2  burgeffes  be  elefted  to 
fucceed  him ;  and  that  his  place  be  filled  by  tak- 
ing a  new  burgefs  from  among  the  inhabitants. 
In  this  corporation,  confining  of  24  members,  the 
right  of  ele£ling  the  members  of  parliament  for 
the  town  is  veiled.  One  who  was  an  officer  in 
the  cuftoms  was  disfranchifed  by  a  late  ad,  and 
17  onl^,  at  moft,  of  the  ele£k)rs  are  refident. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  members  of  the 
porporation. 

Aldermeh,  It. 
I.  The  Mayor. 

f.  The  Recorder.    A  roafter  in  chancery,  and 
com- 
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commiffioner  of  taxes;  a  place  worth  500I.  per 
cnuvM*    • 

3.  An  Apothecary  in  the  town ;  not  on  the  heft 
terms  with  the  mayor. 

4.  An  Attorney  ;    brother-in-law  to  the  may- 
or, but  not  at  prefent  on  his  fide. 

5.  Brother  to  the  mayor ;  a  commiffioner  of 
the  lottery. 

6.  Has  a  Gunner's  pay  in  one  of  the  caflles 
on  the  ifland. 

7.  A  Clergyman  ;  chaplain  to  the  governor  5 
a  finecure. 

8.  A  Mercer  in  Newport. 

9.  Has  a  Gunner's  pay. 

10.  The  fame. 

11.  Nephew  to  the  mayor. 

12.  A  Brewer  in  the  town. 

Burgesses,  12. 

1.  A  Land-furveyor  in  the  Cuftoms  at  Cowes. 

2.  A  Captain  in  the  Navy  ;  married  a  niece  of 
the  recorder's. 

3.  A  relation  of  the  mayor's  ;  captain  in  the 
South  Hants  militia. 

4.  A  Carpenter. 

5.  An 
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5.  An  Innkeeper  in  the  town. 

6.  A  Taylor  in  ditto  j  deputy-keeper  under 
the  mayor  of  the  foreftof  Parkhurft>  in  the  ifland. 

7.  Latea  Schoolmafter  in  the  town. 

8.  Has  a  Gunner's  pay. 

g.  Captain  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  roiltlia. 

10.  An  Apothecary. 

11.  Son  to  the  Alderman,  No.  8. 

12.  Son-in-law  to  the  Mayor,  and  Steward  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Ifle, 

The  Aldermen,  No.  i,  2,  5,  &  11,  and  the 
burgelTes,  No.  t,  2,3,  4,  &  12,  do  notat  prefent 
live  in  Newport,  nor  did  they,  but  for  a  few 
months  previous  to  their  feveral  elefUons  ;  when 
by  taking  houfes,  and  paying  to  the  rates,  they 
made  themfefves  inhabitants,  fuch  as  the  charter 
defcribes,  viz.  the  moll  difcreet  and  fubAantiaL 


Occurs  in  the  hiftory  of  this  borough,  which 
deferves  to  be  recorded  in  charafters  of  gold. — 
On  the  death  of  the  late  lord  Holmes,  a  very 
powerful  attempt  was  made  by  Sir  Wm.  Oglao- 
der,  and  fome  other  neighbouring  gentlemen,  to 
deprive  his  lordlhip's  nephew  and  fucceffor,  the 
prefent 
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prefent  Rev.  Mr.  Trough^ar  Holmes,  of  hisiA-e 
fluence  over  this  corporation.      The  number  of 
that  body  was  at  that  time  iwenty-^ihree^  there  be- 
ing one  vacancy  amongft  the  aldermen,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  recent  death  of  lord  Holmes.     Eleven 
of  them  continued  firm  to  the  intereft  of  tfie  ne- 
phew, and  the  fame  number  was  equally  eager 
to  transfer  that  intereft  to  Sir  Wm.  Oglander  and 
the  Worfley    family.      A  Mr.   Taylor  of  this 
town,  one  of  the  burgefles,  withheld  his  declara- 
tion, and  as  his  vote  would  decide  the  balance  of 
future  influence,  it  was  imagined  that  he  only  fuf- 
pended  it  for  the  purpofe  of  private  advantage* 
Agreeable  to  that  idea,  he  was  eagerly  fought  by 
the  agents  of  each  party.     The  firft  who  applied 
is  faid  to  have  made  him  an  offer  of  2000I.  Mr. 
Taylor  had  aftually  made  up  his  mind  to  have 
voted  with  this  party ;  but  the  moment  his  inte- 
grity and  independence  were  attacked,  he  re- 
verfed  his  determination,  and  refolved  to  give 
bis  fuffrage  on  the  oppofite  fide.     That  party, 
however,  like   their  opponents,  being  ignorant 
of  the  favour  defigned  them,  and  of  the  accident 
to  which  they  owed  it,  aifail^d  him  with  a  more 
advantageous  offer.  '  He  informed  them  that  he 
iiad  but  juft  formed  the  refolution,  in  confe- 

quence 
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■quence  of  a  fimilar  infult  From  tlieir  adverfaries, 
of  giving  them  his  fupport;  but  fince  he  had  dif- 
covered  that  they  were  both  aiming  at  power 
by  the  fame  means,  he  was  determined  to  vote 
for  neither  of  them :  and  to  put  himfelf  out  of 
the  power  of  further  temptation,  he  refolved  to 
refign  bis  gown  as  a  burgcfs  of  the  corporation; 
which  he  accordingly  did  the  next  day. 

Ancient  Stats  and  Representation.  It 
is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription,  and,  as 
before  fpoken  of  in  Yarmouth,  fent  2jd  of 
Edward  L  and  did  ceafe  fending  until  27  Eliz. 

Corporation.  Bye-charter  of  the  13th  of 
Charles  II.  Newport  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
eleven  aldermen,  and  twelve  buigefles. 

Right  of  election-— la  in  the  mayor,  eleven 
Aldermen,  and  twelve  burgelTes. 

Number  of  voters— 24. 
Returning  officer.— The  Mayor. 
Patron— Rev.  Leonard  Troughear  Holmes. 

WIN- 


/ 
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Political  Character.  Although  this  city 
has  above  a  thoufand  houfes,  its  reprefentatioii 
does  not  extend  beyond  the  corporation,  whofc 
number  is  indefinite;  but  they  fcldom  exceed 
fourfcore,  the  majority  of  whom  are  non-relident. 
This,  ancient  and  opulent  city  may  therefore  be 
laid  to  be  reprefented  by  two  members,  chofen 
by  fifty  individuals  collefted  from  various  parts 
of  the  country,  whofe  only  connexion  with  the 
place  is  that  of  having  obtained  the  name  of 
freemen^  from  the  fiat  of  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men. 

The  influence  was  formerly  with  the  duke  of 
Bolton;  but  for  the  laft  twenty  years  it  has  been. 
afTumed  by  the  late  duke  of  Chandos,  and  Henry 
Penton,  Efq.  letter-carrier  to  his  majefly.  Since 
the  death  of  the  duke  of  Chandos,  his  (hare  of 
the  influence  has  been  diredled  by  Mr.  Leigh,  of 
Stoneleigh,  in  Oxfordfhire,  who  is  the  prefent 
high  (Reward,  and  Mr.  Penton  the  prefent  re- 
corder. 

An. 


WINCMISTER.  9'7 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  Thia 
city  is  faid  to  have  been  the  metropolis  of  the 
Britifli  Belgje,  and  is  generally  allowed  to  be  the 
Vevle  Belgarum  of  the  Romans ;  it  was  called  by 
the  Saxons  Wintoncaftcr,  from  the  Britifli  name 
Gwent-caer,  compounded  of  Gwen  or  Gwin, 
white,  and  Caer  a  city  j  a  name  it  probably  ac- 
quired from  its  fituation  among  hills  of  chalk 
or  whitilh  clay.  This  city  had,  formerly  thirty- 
two  parifti  churches,  of  which  only  fix  are  now 
remaining.  It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have 
been  built  900  years  before  the  Chriftian  aera, 
and  the  place  where  the  Romans  had  afterwards 
looms  to  weave  cloth  for  the  emperors  and  their 
army ;  and  king  Athelflonc  granted  it  the  pri^* 
vileges  of  iix  mints  for  the  coinage  of  money. 
This  city  fent  to  parliament  ab  or^nu. 

Corporation,  Here  are,  by  queen  Elizabeth's 
charter,  a  mayor,  recorder,  fix  aldermen,  two  bai- 
liffs, and  twenty-four  common  councilmcn. 

R1.G11T   or    Election,    The  members   are 

eletfted  by  the  corporation. 

Number  of  voters— 6a  , 

Returning  officers— The  Bailiffs. 

Patrons— Duchefs  of  Chandos  and  Henry 
Penton,  Efq. 

Vol,  II.  H  POii- 
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POLITICAL    ANECDOTE. 

In  a  pcnfion  ilifl:  of  Charles  II.  the  foIlowing^ 
anecdote  appears :  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  member 
for  Winchefter,  firft  an  Irifti  livery  boy,  theil  a 
highwayman,  now  bafhaw  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
got  in  boons,  and  by  rapine,  100,000/. — The 
curfed  beginner  of  the  two  Dutch  wars. 


ANDOVER 

Political  Character.  The  corporation 
of  this  town,  like  that  of  Chriftchurch,  have  af- 
fumed  the  cxcl6five  privilege  of  ele&ion,  but 
with  much  better  pretenfions  than  the  latter,  at 
they  have  the  fanftion  of  a  rcfolution  of  the 
houfe  of  cor^mons,  of  the  ift  of  April,  1689, 
and  again  confirmed  the  28th  of  January,  1702. 
The  corporation  conlifts  of  twelve  capital  bur- 
gefles,  from  amongft  whom,  a  bailiff  and  two 
other  magiftrates  are  annually  chofen,  and 
twelve  affiftant  burgcfles.  They  have  alfo  a  high 
fteward,  recorder,,  and  town  clerk. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town,  who  are  nu^ 
merous,  ^here  being   upwards  of  fix  hundred 

houfes^ 

a 
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JiOufes,  have  never  fubmitted  but  with  regret,' 
and  the  ftrongeft  oppofition,  to  the  deprivation 
of  their  rights,  which  they  had  exercifed  till 
i68g,  and  were  than  disfranchifed  by  one  of 
thofe  arbitrary  refoiutions  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, which  brought  their  decifions  into  fuch 
general  difrepute,  as  to  give  life  to  the  Gren^ 
ville  ait,  which  is  a  fecurity  to  the  country 
againlt  future  encroachments  of  the  people's 
rights;  but,  alas!  it  does  not  remove  from  the 
journals  thofe  numerous  refoiutions  of  t^isfran-- 
chifement,  which  affeft  not  only  this  town,  but 
the  towns  of  Banbury,  Beaumaris,  Bewdley, 
and  above  a  hundred  more,  together  with  the 
popular  cities  of  Bath,  Salifbury,  Winchefter, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Had  the  ifls  of  the  tenth, 
eleventh,  and  twenty-eighth  of  George  III. 
better  known  by  the  name  of  the  Grenville  aSs, 
repealed,  or  caufed  to  be  expunged,  all  the  re- 
foiutions of  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpefting 
the  right  of  election  in  cities,  towns  corporate, 
boroughs,  cinque-ports,  &c.  and  then  left  the 
quellion  of  right  open  to  a  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  conftituted  as  that  a£t  di- 
rects, and  fubjeft  to  an  appeal,  as  is  ena£)ed  in 
the  laft  mentioned  (tatuie,  this  intolerable  griev- 
H  2      -  ance 
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ance  might  in  time  liave  been  correfled,  and  the 
large  and  pc^ular  townj  and  cities,  at  leaft,  have 
been  reftorcd  to  their  natural  and  conftitutional 
privileges. 

The  political  annihilation  of  cities  and  towns, 
fudi  as  Ely,  Mancheftcr,  Leeds,  &c.  which  for- 
merly fent  members  to  parliament,  and  the  li- 
mitation of  the  right  of  franchife  to  the  corpo- 
rations of  others,  has  reduced  the  conftitution 
to  a  wreck,  the  reprefentatioa  to  a  form,  the 
fubUance  to  a  ftiadow ;  and  it  is  now  impoflible 
to  reftore  it  to  its  eflencc,  vigour,  and  purity, 
but  by  a  radical,  efFe£tual  and  univerfal  re- 
form. 

The  patrons  of  ihis  corporation,  who  have 
the  nomination  of  their  members,  are  the  earl 
of  Portfmouth,  their  high  fteward,  and  Jofliua 
Iremonger,  of  Wharewel,  Efq. 

Ancient  State  akd  Representation.  This 
borough  derives  its  name  from  being  fituated  on 
a  fmall  river  called  the  Ande  j  it  having  fent 
burgeHes  to  all  the  parliaments  of  Edward  I.  and 
and  alfo  i  Edward  II.  and  ceafed  fending  until 
27  Elizabeth. 

CoR- 
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Corporation.  This  town,  it  is  faid,  had  its 
firft  charter  from  king  John,  but  was  laft  incor- 
porated by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  is  governed  by 
a  baihfF,  a  fteward,  a.  recorder,  two  jufticcs,  nine 
capital  burgeflcs,  and  twelve  afliftants,  who  an- 
nually choofe  the  bailiff,  and  the  bailiff  appoints 
two  ferjeants  at  mace  to  attend  him. 

Right  of  Election.  In  the  bailiff  and  fe- 
Ie<5l  number  of  burgeffes  ortfy,  ift  April,  1689. 

Jm.  2S,  1702,  R^olved,  That  the  right  of 
eletflion  of  burgeffes  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Andovcr,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  is  in  the  bailiff,  and  feled  num- 
ber of  burgeffes  only. 

Marcfi  7, 1727,  Refolved,  That  the  approved 
men  and  burgeffes  of  the  borough  of  Andover 
(in  com.  Southampton],  who  have  petitioned 
this  houfe,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledion  and 
return  for  the  faid  borough,  and  that  their  votes 
were  refufed  by  the  bailiff,  be  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  the  faid  petition. 

Number  of  voters — 24. 

Returning  officer— The  Bailiff. 

Patrons— Earl  of  Portfmouth  and  Jofhua 
Iremonger,  Efq. 

BRIBERr; 
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BRIBERY. 

March  1 7,  Re/ohed,  That  the  eledlors  of  the 
borough  of  Andover  (in  com.  Southampton), 
have  endeavoured  corruptly  to  fet  to  fale  the 
eledion  of  a  burgcfs  to  ferve  in  this  parliament 
for  the  faid  borough, 

Re/olved,  That  the  lending  of  money,  upon  any 
fecurity,  to  a  corporation  which  fend  members 
to  parliament,  and  remitting  the  intereft  of  the 
fame  with  intent  to  influence  the  elccition  of  fuch 
corporation,  1$  an  unlawful  and  dangerous  prac-i 
tice. 
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Political  Character.  This  borough  is  the 
joint  property  of  lord  vifcount  Sydney  and  lord 
vifcount  Middleion,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  j 
the  freeholds  which  give  the  right  of  voting, 
being  conveyed  by  thofe  noblemen  to  their  re- 
^fpeftive  friends,  for  the  purpofe  of  performing 
the  ceremonies  of  an  eleftion.  The  number  of 
freeholds  are  about  feventy,  but  the  aftual  num- 
ber of  eleQors  cannot  be  faid  to  be  more  than 
two. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
js  a  borough  by  prefcription,  and  firft  fent 
members  to  parliament  the  27th  of  Elizabeth. 

Corporation — None.  Hereis,  however,  a  ti- 
tular mayor,  annually  chofen  at  a  court-leet  of  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Winchcftdr,  who  are  lords 
of  the  manor. 

Right  or  Election.  Dec.  21,  1708.  Re- 
folvfd.  That  the  right  of  elefting  burgefles  to 
fcrve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Whit- 
church, in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the 
freeholders  only  of  lands  and  tenements,  in  right 
of  themfclves  or  their  wives,  not  fpHt  fmce  the 
aifl  of  the  fevcmh  and  eighth  years  of  the  reign 
of  king  William. 

Number  of  Voters — 70. 
RETURhfiNG  Officer— The  Mayor. 
Patrons— Lord  Sidney  and  Lord  Vifcount 
Middleton. 

PETERSFIELD. 

Political  Character.     The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  being  in  the  freeholders  of 
lands,  or  ancient  dwell  in  g-houfes  or  ihambles, 
built 
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built  upon  ancient  foundations  within  the  faid 
borough,  being  all  the  property  of  W.  Jolliffe, 
Efq.  the  nomination  of  the  members  is  folely  in 
himfelf.— This  gentleman's  political  charafter  is 
too  well  known  to  need  any  animadverfion  from 
us* 

Ancient  Representation.  This  borough 
firft  fent  members  to  parliament  35  of  Edw.  I, 
but  inade  no  other  return  until  the  time  of 
Edward  VI. 

Corporation.  This  town  was  incorporated 
by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  governed  by  a  mayor 
and  commonalty.  Yet  it  has  given  up  all  its 
privileges  to  the  family  of  the  Hamborrows,  now 
defcended  to  Mr.  Jolliffe,  who  is  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  at  whofe  court  the  mayor  is  now 
annually  chofen. 

Right  of  Election.  May  9,  1727.  Mr, 
Gibbon  (according  to  order)  reported  from  the 
committee, 

Re/ohed,  That  it  is  the  ppinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  right  of  eledlion  of  burgeffes 
to  fcrve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Peters-. 

field, 
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field,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the 
freeholders  of  lands,  or  ancient  dwelling-houfes 
or  (hambles,  or  dwelling-houfes  or  fliambles, 
built  upon  ancient  foundations  within  the  faid 
borough. — Agreed  to  by  tHe  houfe. 

Number  of  voters — 15+. 

RsTURNiNG  officer — Thc  titular  Mayor. 

JPatron-— William  JollifFe,  Efq. 

Case  op  Bribery. 
On  Thurfday  the   i6th  of  November,   the 
committee  being  met,    the    petition    of   Mr. 
Luttrel  was  read,  the  entry  of  which  in  thc 
journals  is  verbatim,  as  follows : 

OH.  31, 1775.  A  petition  of  thc  Hon.  John 
Luttrel  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  at  the  tall 
elciUon  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parliament,  for 
the  borough  of  Pctersficid,  Sir  Abraham  Hume, 
Baronet,  high  fheriff  for  the  county  of  Hereford, 
William  JoUiffe,  Efq.  and  the  petitioner,  were 
candidates,  and  that  the  faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume 
and  William  Jolliffe,  by  themfelves  and  their 
agents,  after  the  diffotution  of  the  laft  parlia- 
ment, and  the  ilTuing  of  the  writ  for  the  eleifHon, 
jind  previous  to  and  during  the  poll,  by  thcm- 
felvn 
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felves  and  their  agents,  and  by  other  ways  and 
means,  on  the  behalf,  and  at  the  charge  of  the 
faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William  JollifFe, 
did  give,  prefent,  and   allow  to  the  eledtors  of 
the  faid  borough,  and  to  feveral  perfons  who 
had  or  claimed  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eleftion 
for  the  faid  borough,  money,  meat,  drink,  re- 
ward, entertainments,  and  provifion,   in   order 
to  procure  themfelves  to  be  eledtcd  for  the  faid 
borough,  in  open  defiance  of  the  law;  and  that 
the    faid    Sir    Abraham    Hume    and    William 
Jolliffc,  previous  to,  and  during  the  poll,  were 
guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  attempt- 
ing to  bribe  and  corrupt  thofe  who  had  a  right 
to  vote  in  the  faid  cledion,  in  order  to  procure 
themfelves  to  be  returned  as  perfons  duly  elc6l- 
ed;  and  that  James  Showell,  pretending  to  be 
the  mayor  of  the   faid  borough,  afted  partially 
and  unfairly  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  as  a 
returning  officer,  during  the  faid  poll,  in  rejed:- 
ing  good  votes  for  the  petitioner,  and  admitting 
bad  ones  for  the  faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and 
William  JollifFe,  and  in  many  other  refped:s; 
and  that,  by  the  faid  and  other  undue  means,  the 
faid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William  JollifFe 
obtained  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll,  and 

were 
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were  returned  accordingly  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
■  ment  for  the  faid  borough,  in  prejudice  of  the 
petitioner  (who  was  duly  elefted,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned),  and  the  legal  cledors  of 
the  faid  borough,  and  in  optfn  defiance  of  the 
law  and  freedom  of  eledions;  and  therefore 
praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  con- 
fidcration,  and  to  grant  him  fuch  reHef  there- 
in as  fliall,  upon  examination,  appear  to  be 
juft. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  opened  the  cafe, 
by  objefling  to  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  that  being 
high  IheritF  for  the  county  of  Hertford  at  the 
time  of  the  eledlion,  he  was  ineHgiblc  j  and  that 
notice  thereof  having  been  given  to  the  return- 
ing officer  and  to  the  cledhors,  the  votes  given 
to  him  were  thrown  away : 

To  both  the  fitting  members.  That  they  had 
been  guilty  of  corrupting  the  voters  by  gifts 
and  promifes,  after  the  vacancy  and  iifuing  out 
of  the  writ,  by  which  means  the  ele<ftion  of  them 
■was  void  by  virtue  of  the  ftatute  of  king  Wil- 
liam*. 

*  7  Williain  III.  c.  4. 

After 
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After  fome  converfation,  between  the  coun« 
fel  of  both  parties  on  the  above  fubjeft,  the 
committee 

Rtfolvtd^  That  the  counfel  be  not  permitted 
to  argue  the  point  of  the  ineligibility  of  Sir 
Abraham  Hume  as  high  IherifF  of  the  county  of 
Hertford,  the  fame  ineligibility  not  being  an 
allegation  in  the  petition. 

The  counfel  for  the  petitioner  then  called 
three  or  four  witnefles,  to  prove  that  gifts  and 
promifes  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Jolliffe,  in  the 
prefence,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
fitting  member.  In  their  opening,  they  did  not 
allege  that  they  could  on  this  ground  bring  the 
majority  of  votes  againft  either  of  the  fitting 
members  to  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttrel ;  the 
object,  therefore,  of  the  evidence,  was/  to  make 
the  eleilion  void  as  to  one  or  both.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  evidence  one  John  Newman  was 
called,  to  prove  a  declaration  made  to  him  by 
one  John  Blackftone,  a  voter,  about  having  the 
promife  of  a  houfe  from  Mr.  JoUifFe  for  his 


vote. 


On 
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On  the  part  of  the  fitting  members  this  evi- 
dence was  obje(5ted  to. 

It  was  faid,  that  although  the  declaration  (not 
upon  oath)  of  a  perfon  who  cannot  be  obliged  to 
be  a  witnefs  on  the  fubjedt  himfelf,  is  admiHlble 
in  evidence  to  affefl  fuch  perfon,  yet  it  is  not 
admitnble  as  againft  a  third  party ;  and-  that  as 
the  i^ounfel  for  the  petitioner  had  not  faid  that 
they  meant  to  difqualify  voters,  but  only  to  affedt 
the  fitting  members  perfonally  by  promifes,  gi&s, 
&c.  which  they  had  made,  the  evidence  would 
not  be  admitted  for  that  purpofe. 

■  It  was  anfwered  by  the  counfel  for  the  peti- 
tioner, that  they  were  not  oblige^  to  anticipate 
the  intent  and  purpofe  of  the  evidence  thqr 
produced ;  that  what  they  now  offered,  was  cer- 
tainly competent  in  an  elcdion  caufe ;  and  that 
the  committee,  after  they  fhould  hear  it,  would 
judge  to  what  ufe  it  ought  to  be  applied. 

The  committee,  after  deliberation, 

Re/ohed,  That  the  evidence  offered  could  not 

be  admitted  in  fupport  of  any  chaise  againft  Sir 

Abraham  Hume  or  Mr.  Jolliffe. 

The 
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The  couiifcl  for  the  petitioner  then  faid,  they 
would  alk  the  fame  queftions  with  a  view  to  dif- 
qualify  Brackftone; 

Which  they  were  allowed  to  do. 

On  Thurfday  the  i6th  of  November,  being 
the  fame  day  on  which  the  caufe  was  heard,  the 
committee,  by  the  chairman,  informed  the  houfc 
that  they  had  determined. 

That  the  two  fitting  members  were  duly 
cleded. 


•SB 
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Political   Character. 

A  HE  ariftocratic  influence  which  prevails  in 
this  county,  is  that  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  who 
fends  one  of  the  members  to  parliament.  James 
Walwyn,  Efq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  city 
of  Hereford,  in  conjunftion  with  Sir  George 
Cornwall,  Bart,  nobly  attempted,  in  the  year 
^775>  ^o  get  the  better  of  that  intereft;  but  they 

were 
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were  fuccefsful  only  in  part:  Sir  George  Corn- 
wall was  elefted  by  the  independent  iniereft, 
and  Mr.  Harley  by  the  influence  of  the  carl  of 
Oxford. 

Ancient  State.  This  county  received  its 
name  from  the  city  of  Hereford  ;  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  this  county,  Radnorlhire,  Brcck- 
nockihire,  Monmouthfliife,  and  Glamorganftiire, 
were  inhabited  by  the  Salures,  a  ftout,  boild,  and 
warlike  people,  who  long  oppofcd  the  Roman 
power  under  Caractacus  their  king,  being  made 
defperate  by  Claudius,  declaring  they  (hould  be 
totally  exterminated.  They  were,  however,  at 
length  defeated  by  Aulus  Plautius,  and  had  their 
king  Caraifbcus  taken  and  fcnt  to  Rome,  where 
he  was  led  in  triurtiph.  But  they  were  not  en- 
tirely fubdued  until  the  reign  of  Vcfpafian,  when 
a  Roman  legion  being  placed  among  them  pre- 
vented a  revolt. 

This  county  continued  under  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  BritoQs  for  feveral  centuries,  after  the 
Saxons  eftablilhed  themfelves  in  this  ifland;  but 
at  laft,  after  they  had  fettled  their  fevcn  king- 
doms, it  was  fubdued  by  a  king  of  Mercia,  Avho 
annexed 
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annexed  it  to  his  own  dominions.     It  was  aftef^ 
wards  harafled  by  the  Welfh,  on  whofe  country 
it  borders;  on  which  account   OfFa,    king  of 
Mcrcia,  thought  it  neceffary  to  make  a  broad 
ditch,   100  miles  long^  called  OfFa's  dyke,  in 
order  to  divide  it  from  Wales ;  fome  traces  of 
which  are  ftill  vifible.     The  county  was  alfo 
fortified  with  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  caftles; 
the  greateft  part  of  which  are  now  entirely  de-. 
molifhed.     However,  all  thefe  precautions  did 
not  hinder  the  Welfli  from  making  inroads,  par- 
ticularly in  1056,  ten  years  before  tht  reign  of 
William  L    Griffin,  king  of  South- Wales,  in- 
vaded this  county,  and  defeated  the  Engl ifti  two 
miles  from  Hereford.     The  Normans  however 
foon  conquered  it,  for  they  obtained  poflcffion 
of  it  almofl  immediately  after  the  conqueft. 

With  relpedl  to  the  divifion  of  Hereford- 
(hire,  it  contains  eleven  hundreds,  in  which  arc 
one  city,  and  feven  market  towns,  viz.  the  city 
of  Hereford,  Bromyard,  Leominftcr,  Ledbury, 
Kington,  Pembridgc,  Weoblcy,  and  Rofs.  It  is 
in  the  province  of  Canterbury  and  dioccfe  of 
Hereford,   and  includes   176  pariihes,    15,000 

houfes. 
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hDufes,'and  95,600  inhabitants.  -  It  fends  eight 
members  to  parliament,  two  for  the  county,  two ' 
for  the  city  of  Hereford,  two  for  the  borough  of 
Leominfter,  aitd  two  for  that  of  Weobley. 


HEREFORD.    . 

Political  Character.  This  city,  like  the 
county^  is  divided  between  ariftocracy  and  in- 
dependence.— The  duke  of  Norfolk's  intereft 
returns  one  member,  and  the  independent  part , 
the  other.  The  influence  which  the  duke  has 
in  this  borough,  arifes  from  his  marriage  with 
the  heirefs  of  the  Scudamore  family,  (by  whom 
bis  Grace  is  put  into  the  poflelfion  of  an  eftate 
of  ten  tboufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  Holme 
Lacey,  the  ancient  family  feat  near  this  city) 
and  from  that  popularity  to  which  his  eminent 
talents  and  affable  manners  fo  judly  entitle 
.him. 

Anciint  State  and  Reprssewtation.  The 
name  of  this  city  is  purely  Saxon,  fignifying  the 
ford  of  an  army,  which  perfcftly  agrees  with  ica 
iltuation  ;  it  Handing  on  the  Wye,  which  UXU 

Vol.  II.  I  into 
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inta  the  Sevtm^  and  forms  part  of  the  barrier 
between  England  and  Wales.  As  the  twona^ 
tions  were  almoft  conftantly  at  war  with  each 
other^  this  town^  was  generally  the  head-quartern* 
of  fuch  Saxon  or  Englifti  forces  as  were  ftationed 
in  the  country ;  and  here  both  armies  probably 
forded  the  river  when  they  paffed  out  of  Eng- 
land into  Wales,  or  out  of  Wales  into  England. 
Some^  however,  have  fuppofed  the  name  of 
Hereford  to  have  been  derived  from  Ercinna, 
the  ancient  Britifh  name  of  the  county,  and 
others  have  imagined  that  both  the  Britifh  and 
Saxon  names  were  derived  from  Ariconium,  an 
ancient  town  near*  this  place,  mentioned  by  Aa« 
t6ninus,  wjiich  is  iaid  to  have  been  deftroyed  by 
an  ^earthquake,  and  Hereford  to  have  been  built 
in  its  room. 

It  h  Ukewife  thought  to  have  been  founded 
by  king  Edward  the  elder,  though  others  fuppofq 
that  it  arofe  about  the  time  when  the  Saxon 
heptarchy  was  at  its  height^  and  firft  became 
cpn^erable,  about  the  year  825,  on  account  of 
a.  church  built  here  by  Milfred,  king  of  the 
Mercians,  to  the  oiemory  of  Ethelbert,  king  of 
the  Ipaft  Angles,  who  was  murdered  by  the  queen 

of 
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of  king  Offii,  while  courting  her  daughter.  This 
church  foon  after  becarhe  a  cathedra^  and  Here- 
ford wai  made  the  fee  of  a  bifhop ;  but  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflfor,  Griffin. 
Prince  of  Wales,  (acked  the  city,  dcftroyed 
the  cathedral,  and  carried  the  bifhop  away  pri- 
foner.  Hence  this  city  was,  at  the  Norman  ii»- 
vaflon,  in-ruins,  and  there  were  not  above  one 
--  hundred  and  three  men  within*  the  city  and 
fuburbs;  the  conqueror,  however,  rebuilt  both 
the  city  and  cathedral,  and  alfb  cretHsd  a  caftlc. 
which,  though  now  in  ruins,  Leland  fays,  was 
in  his  time  the  faireft,  largeft,  and  ftrongeft  in 
England.  This  city  has  fent  members  to  par- 
liament, ab  erigim. 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  a  mayor  and" 
twelve  aldermen,  a  high  ftcward,  a  deputy 
fteward,  a  recorder,  and  town  clcfk,  with  31 
common  councilmen,  among  whom  are  reckon- 
ed the  mayor  and  j  of  the  aldermen,  by  charter 
of  17  James  I. 

Right  or  election— In  the  Freemen. 
Number  of  votbrs— Above  isoa 
RiTORNiNG  oFficER — Thc  Mayof. 
Patron— Duke  of  Norfolk,  partially. 

I  2  LEOMIN. 
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Political  Character.  This  borough,  dur-^ 
ing  the  lifetime  of  Chafe  Price,  Efq.  of  convivial 
memory,  was  entirely  under  his  influence  and 
management.— He  always  contrived  to  gcthim- 
fclf;  and  a  colleague  in  the  intereft  of  govern- 
ment, returned,  from  whom  he  procured  not 
only  a  large  douceur  for  bimfelf,  but  alfo  a 
few  trifling  grsituities  from  adminiftration,  for 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  zealous  in  his  caufe. 
After  his  deceafe.  Lord  Bateman,  who  has  been 
the  adherent  of  every  adminiftration,  became  the 
patron  and  manager  of  this  borough,  in  which 
charafter  he  coniinued  until  the  eve  of  the  laft 
general  ele6lion,  when  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
firfl  attempted  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Intereft. 
Under  his  aufpices  Richard  Beckford,  Efq.  was 
introduced. 

The  corporation  magiftrates  having  the  ap- 
pointment in  themfelves  of  the  overfeers,  took 
care  that  that  oflice  ftiould  be  filled  with  their 
own  creatures,  and  thofe  men  thus  appointed, 
refufed,  as  in  the  borough  of  Seaford,  to  rate 

any 
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any  inhabiunt  who  was  adverro  td  their  own 
party.  The  perfons  who  had  bedn  thiis  treated, 
appealed  to  that  tribunal  which  had  been 'thb 
primary  caufe  of  an  attempt  to  deprive  thetii'<Jf 
of  their  votes,  and  they  of  courfe  could '"meet 
with  no  redrefs.  They  howe\xr  derirtd,  froili 
this  appeal,  the  privilege  of  proving  their  rate- 
ability  tu  a  committee  Of  the  houfe  of  cbmmoitk, 
who  have,  upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Becfcford, 
admitted  every  perfon,  fo  omitted  by  the  oyer^ 
fcers,  lo  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  political 
franchife.  But  unlcfs  there  be  a  law,  prohibit- 
ing the  magifli'ates  and  overfeers  from  .a£tin<  iii 
this  fcandalous  and  partial  manner,  or  za^ 
mittees  of  the  houfe  of  commons  will  infliQ  ejiy 
emplary  puniHiments,  the  evil  will  not  be  donf 
away,  and  thofe  unfortunate  men,  whofe  intercfts 
or  inclinationsmay  induce  them  todaOi  with  thofe 
of  the  magiftrates,  will  ftill  be  left  vfithout'any 
mode  of  redrefs,  except  that  of  petitioning  the 
the  houle  of  commons.  ,      -. 

The  numbers  upon  the  poll  at  the  laft  elec- 
tion were,  for  . 
John  Hunter,  Efq.           303 
John  Sawyer,  Efq.           247 

Richard  Beckfol-d,  Efq.  235 

An- 
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Anpiint  State  and  Representation.  This 
town  is  (kid  to  have  b^n  originally  called  Mo- 
mi^criuin  Leonius^  from  a  monaftery  built  by 
Jdpg  Mulvald^  after  he  had  foen  a  lion  in  a  vl« 
fion ;  others,  however,  fuppofc  its  prcfcnt  name  to 
be  ^  corruption  of  Llan  Lieni,  which  they  fay  is 
received, from  the  ancient  Britons,  in  whofe  lan- 
guage it  fignifies  a  church  of  Nuns.  Others 
fgain  derive  Lemfter  from  t^inum,  the  Latin 
name  of  flax,  the  country  abou:  it  producing  the 
bcft  kind  of  that  valuable  plant.  This  borough 
foit  members  to  parliament  23  Edward  I. 

Corporation.  This  town  was  incorporated 
"bjr  queen  Mary,  and  is  governed  by  a  high 
fteward,  a  bailiff,  a  recorder,  and  twelve  capital 
burgefles,  who  choofe  a  bailiff  and  a  town  clerk. 

RIGHT   OP    ELECTION. 

March  Jh  i7'6.  A  petition  of  divers  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Lcominfler,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
jmd  read,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledlion  for 
the  faid  borough.  And  a  motion  being  made, 
^d  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  petition 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and 
f  le^ons^  9nd  that  they  do  examine  the  matter 

thereof, 
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thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  houfe. 

It  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  petition  be  rejefled. 

Aprils,  1717.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
and  burgefles  of  the  borough  of  Leominfter,  in 
the  county  of  Hereford,  who  have  a  right  of  vot- 
ing for  elefting  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  the  faid  borough,  was  prelented  to  the  houfc 
and  read,  complaining  of  an  undue  eleAioii  and 
return  for  the  faid  borough. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  'referred  to 
the  confidfcrarion  of  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  eletaions,  and  that  they  do  examihe  the'mac- 
ter  thereof,  and  report  the  fi.tntt  'with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  tlie  houfe.      ' ' 

April  1 6,  1 725.  Refol-Ofd,  Thkt  the  right  of 
cleOion  is  in  the  bailiffs,  capital  burgefles,  and 
inbabicants,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

NuMB«R  07  VoTSRi — Ab^ut  500. 
Returning  Ofpicjrs— Th?  Bailiifi. 
Patron— Duke  of  Norfolk. 

WEO- 
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WEOBLEY. 

Political  character.  The  right  of  dec- 
tibn  in  this  borough  being  very  Angular  **  in 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  vote-houfes  of 
20S.  per  annum  value  and  upwards^  refiding 
in  the  faid  houfes  forty  days  before  the  days 
of  eleflion/  and  paying  {cot  and  lot;  and 
alfo  in  the  owners  of  fuch  ancient  vote-houfes, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  who  fhall  be  refident 
in  fuch  houfes  at  the  time  of  eledion,"  hath 
given  rife  to  very  expenfive  contefts.  The 
marquis  of  B^th,  then  lord  Weymouth,  and 
the  pa^rifti.  officers  in  his  intereft,  refufed 
to  r,atc  .  any  perfons  who  prefumed  to,  op- 
pofe  his  lordfhip's  nomiiiauon;  upon  which  the 
aggrieved  perfons  applied  to  the  court  of  king's 
bench,  for  a  mandamus  to  oblige  the  parifh  of* 
ficers  to  put  them  in  the  poor  .rates  t  .when  the 
cpurtcameto  the  following  very  extraordinary 
decifion,  19  George  11.  "  The  court  refufed  to 
grant  a  mandamus  dire6ling  to  i'nfert  particular 
perfons  in  the  poor  rate,  upon  affidavits  of  their 
fufficiency,  and  being  left  out,  to  prevent  their 
having  votes  for  -parliamentary  inen ;  for  that 
•    -  the 


tht  remedy  was  by  appeal;  and  this  court  never 
went  further,  than  to  oblige  the  making  the 
.  rate  without  meddling  with  the  qiieftinn,  who 
is  to  be  put  in  or  left  out,  of  which  ihe  parifli 
officers  are  the  proper  judges,  fubjeft  to  an  ap- 
peal. The  above  nobleman  has,  however,  to 
avoid  all  future  expences  fince  that  time,  bought 
up  all  the  ancient  vote-houfes,  fo  that  this  bo- 
rough is  now  entirely  at  his  own  difpolkK  ' 

Ancient  State  and  Representation.  This 
is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription ;  after  it 
had  returned  to  all  Edward  I's.  feven  parliaments, 
it  difcontinued  fending  until  it  was  reftored,  15 
Charles  I.  1 640,  by  the  order  from  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

RIGHT   or   election. 

-  Marib  3,  1 736,  Refohed,  That  the  right  of 
elcaion  of  hurgefles  for  the  borough  of  Weobley, 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  is  in  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ancient  vote-houfes  of  twenty  fhillings/»fr 
annum  value,  and  upwards,  refiding  in  the  faid 
houfes  forty  days  before  the  day  of  cicdtion,  and 
paying  foot  and  lot ;  and  alfo  in  the  owners  of 
fuch  ancient  vote-houfcs  paying  fcot  and  lot, 
wh» 
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u'ho  fhall  be  refident  in  fuch  houfes  Ht  the  time 
of  the  election. 

Ju^  1 8, 1 7 1 5.  The  qucftion  being  put,  that 
Simon  Gough  and  John  Moor,  having  figned  the 
indenture  of  return,  by  which  Charles  Cornwall, 
Elq,  is  returned  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  'Weobley,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  the  houfe  will  proceed  on 
the  petition  of  the  faid  Simon  Gough  and  John 
Moor,  complaining  of  an  undue  dedion  of  the 
faid  Charles  Cornwall,  £fq. 

It  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Number  of  Voters— About  45. 
Returning  Officers — The  Conftables. 
Patron — Marquis  of  Bath. 

In  a  penfion  lift  publifhed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  tl^ere  appears  the  following 
inftance  of  court  corruption : 

Sir  Thomas  Williams,  king's  dhemift  (and 
member  for  Wecd>ley),  has  got  4O1OO0L  by 
making  provocatives^^  Sec.  &c, ! ! ! 

HERT, 
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HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Political     Character. 

J.  HIS  county  has  the  fingular  advantage  of 
rountaining  its  independence,  wbicb  it  has  ne- 
gleded  DO  opportunity  of  exerting,  when  its  own 
dignity,  or  the  interefts  of  the  country  demanded 
a  difplay  of  it.  A  noble  inftance  of  attachmeni; 
to  the  caufe  of  Ixbf  rty.  and  to  thofe  who  had  the 
'Zealand  integrity  to  fupport  it,  occurs  in  their 
condud  to  Mr.  Cxfar.  This  gentleoian  had  uni- 
formly oppofed  thedefpotic  meafures  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole.  and  having  deianged  his  private 
ibrtune,  was  arrelied  and  imprifoned  for  debt  ia 
the  King's  Bench,  immediately  upon  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  parliament.  The  day  of  elp6tion,  howe-' 
ver,  oo  fooDcr  arrived,  than  the  independent 
freeholders  repaired  to  Hertford  in  bodies,  and  at 
their  own  expeuce,  propofed  Mr.  Ccfar.  and 
ele£ied  him  by  a  great,  majority.  An  expreii 
was  inftuiUy  difpatched  to  releafe  him  from  his 
C0D6nemeDt;  and  be  was.tbe  next  day  reftored  to 
Ui  liberty,  and  to  the  fervite  and  affeflions  of 

his 
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his  patriotic  conftituents.  An  attempt  was  made, 
at  the  laft  eleftion,  to  introduce  Mr.  Hale  to 
the  reprefcntation  of  the  county,  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  marquis  of  Salii&ury  and  lord 
vifcount  Grimftone,  but  with  very  little  fuccefs. 
The  numbers  upon  the  poll  being,  for 
William  Pluraer,  Efq.  1831 
William  Baker,  Efq.  1302 

William  Hale,  Efq.  1 03 1 

#  .  •  ■ 

Ancient  state.  This  iis  an  inland,  county, 
extending  thirly-three  miles  in  length  from  eaft 
to  weft;  about  thirty  miles  in  breadth  from  north 
tofouth;  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
circumference. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans,  this  county  was 
pardy  inhabited  by  the  Trinobantes,  partly  by 
the  Cattieuchlani,  and  partly  by  the  C^ffii,  a  peo- 
ple from  whom  the  diftrift,  at  prefent  called 
Cailho  Hundred,  in  the  fouth-wctt  divifion  of  the 
county,  derives  its  name,  and  through  it  paffed 
three  military  ways.  During  the  Saxon  heptar- 
chy, the  Mercians,  Eaft  Saxorts,  and  kings  of 
Kent,  divided  it  amongft  them,  and  did  all  in 
their  power  to  deftroy  every  veftfge  of  antiquity, 

that 
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that  future  ages  might  be  unable  to  dircover  that 
this  county  had  been  pofle&ed  by  any  other  na- 
tion; yet>  notwithft»)ding  this,  there  are  ftill 
here  feveral  remain*  of  antiquity.  When  hep- 
tarchy was  reduced  to  one  kingdom  by  king  Eg- 
bert,  who  was  the  firft  Englifli  monarch,  he  divi- 
ded the  whole  nation  into  thirty-five  counties, 
and  called  this  Hertfordfliirc,  from  Hertford,  its 
principal  town.  After  the  Danes  had  ravaged 
England,  king  Alfred  found  it  neceflaiy  to  di* 
yide  the  counties  into  hundreds,  and  ordered  that 
they  Ihould  keep  continual  watch  and  ward  to 
prevent  robberies ;  and  if  any  robbery  was  com- 
mitted by  day-light,  the  hundred  was  appointed 
to  pay  it ;  which  cullom  is  continued  to  this  day. 
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Political  CHARACTER.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  differing  with  all  others,  it 
being  in  the  inhabitants  houfeholders,  the  free- 
men refldent,  and  in  the  freemen  noa-refident,  but 
the  laft'  defcription  muft  not  exceed  the  number 
three,  it  becomes  neceflary  to  remark  thefe  fin- 
gularities,  becaufe  they  point  out  an  incurable 
tlef«£t  in  the  prefenl  fyflem  of  parliamentary  rc- 
•    -  prefcntation. 
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prefentadon.  What  conftkutes  a  good  vote  iif 
one  borougby  makes  a  bad  one  in  another.  In 
one  pbce  the  freemen  muft  be  refident^  in  anou 
AcTj  noa-refidence  gives  the  fame  qualification* 
In  one  borou^,  a  man  obtains  his  freedom  by 
marriage ;  in  a  fecomd,  by  birth  ;  in  a  thirds  by 
fervitude  i  in  Zl,  fourth^  by  purchafe  ;  in  a  fifth, 
hy  ffh  o£  the  mayor  or  aldermen.  Burgage-- 
holds  difGetr  as  widely  in  the  nature  of  their  te^ 
nwe  9  and  even  inhabitants  are  defined  as  van- 
oufly.  In  one  borough^  paying  ficot  and  lot, 
vnd  being  a  refident  houfekeeper^  is  an  indifpen- 
fable  qualification ;  in  another^  paying  fcot  and 
lot  without  refidence^  or  being  a  houfekeeper, 
conliitutes  ^legibility  for  voting ;  in  a  third,  re-- 
fidence,  without  paying  fcot  and  lot,  or  keeping 
a  houfe.  In  Ihort,  the  whole  reprefentative  fyf- 
tem  is  fo  intricate,  inexplicable,  contradiftory, 
and  ridiculous,  that  we  believe  it  would  puzzle 
the  whole  tribe  of  quibblers  in  Weftminfter-hall 
to  render  it  more  confufed  and  unintelligible. 

Barron  Dimfdale  poflefles  the  principal  inte- 
reft  in  this  borough,  and  can  fecure  the  dedion  of 
one  member ;  the  other  is  generally  contefted 
)>elween  Mr.  Baker,  the  member  for  tbepoumy, 

6  and 
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aind  Mr.  JAn  Calvert,  tbe  i»refcnfe  member  for 
this  towi^  «ho  have  been  jtltcroately  fuccefafol. 

Amcisnt  State.  Hertford  was  called  by  the 
>  ancient  Britons  Duroco^rmr, or  Red  Ford«  from  the  - 
fuppofiiion,  that  the  gravel  ai  the  ford  over  the 
Lea  was  red ;  whence  fome  have  thought  thepre- 
fenjiname  derived  from  the  Saxon  Herudfordj  or 
Herotford,  which  has  the  fame  Ggnification ;  but 
Dr.  CibCoQ  derives  Hartford  from  a  hart,  this 
county  formerly  abounding  with  deer  ;  and  the 
af0u  of  the  towi>  b^ing  a  hart  couchant  in  the 
water»  feeras  to  conBrm  the  opinion  ;  beHdes^  the 
foil  in.  this  part  of  the  county  is  not  red  ;  for 
thefe  reafons.  Tome  choofe  to  write  die  name 
Hartford.  It  is  pleafantly  feated  in  a  fweet  air 
aaidry  vale>  twenty -three  miles  from  London,  . 
and  was  of  fbme  note  in  the  time  of  the  ancient 
Britons.  .  The  Saxon  kings  often  kept  their 
court  here  i  and  upon  the  iirft  divifion  of  the 
kingdom  into  counties,  it  was  made  the  county- 
town.  King  Alfred  built  a  caftle  to  defend  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  againll  the  Danes,  who 
in  their  light  pinnaces  came  up  from  the  Thames. 
by  the  river  Lea,  as  far  as  Ware,  and  thereerefied 
;^  fort,  whence  they  made  frequent  falUes  to.  plun- 
der 
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dcr  anci  dcftroy  the  country.     The  inanbr'of 
Hertford  being  veiled  in  king  £dwardthe£l- 
der^  he  buth  a  borough^  and  fortified  it  with  a 
wallof  turf»  for  the  defence  of  his  tenants.   The 
manor  continued  veiled  in  the  king  hut  the  bai- 
liiFy  under-bailifl^  and  other  officers,  were  annu- 
ally chofen   by  the  burgeffes  of  the  town;  the 
bailiff*  was  allowed  by  the  king  twenty  ihillings 
a  year  for  a  livery  gown,  and  the  porter  of  the 
caftle  was  nominated  by  the  king,  who  paid  him- 
two-pence  a  day  2   the  burgeffes  chofe  a  fteward 
to  keep  courts  for  the  borough,  where  rents  were 
paid,   controverfies    determined,  wills  proved, 
bye-laws  made,  offenders  punifhed,  and  fines  af- 
fefled  5  and  the  governors  of  the  caftle  were  ufu- 
ally  the  iheriffs  of   Hertfordftiire  and    Effbjtf.' 
This  town  fcnt  members  to  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edw.  I.  but  after  the  7th  of  Hen. 
V.  the  bailiff'and  burgeffes,  defiring  to  be  excu- 
led  on  account  of  their  poverty,  this  was  difcoili- 
tinuedtill  the22d  of  James  I.     In  the  reign  of 
Hen.  VII.  the  ftandard  of  weights  andmeafiires 
was  fixed  here ;  and  queen  Mary  rendered  this  a« 
corporation,  by  the  name  of  bailiffs  and  fixteen 
burgeiTes.     In  the  25th  and  35th  years  of  queea 
Elizabeth,  when  the  plague  raged  in  London^ 

MU 
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Michaelmas  (erm  was  kept  heK»  and  a  new  char-  . 
ter  was  granted  by  that  queen,  by  the  ftyle  of  a 
bailiff,  eleven  capital  burgelTes,  and  fixteen  af- 
fiftants.  King  James  I.  granted  the  town  another 
charter, with  the  flyle  of  thetnayor,  hurgefles,  and 
commonalty,  to  have  ten  capital  burgefles,  and 
fixteen  afliftants ;  the  mayor  to  be  chofen  out  of 
the  burgeOes,  by  both  the  burgefles  and  affif- 
tants ;  but  the  town  is  now  governed  by  a  mayor, 
a  high  fieward,  who  is  generally  a  nobleroan.a  re- 
'  corder,  nine  aldermen,  a  town-clerk,  a  chamber- 
lain, ten  capital  burgefles,  fixteen  affiftants,  and 
two  ferjeants  at  mace< 

KinHT   OF    ELECTION. 

1701,  Jm.  27.  Is  notinfucb  perfons  only 
as  are  inhabitants  houfeholders,  not  receiving 
alms,  and  in  fuch  freemen  who,  at  the  time  of  their 
freedom  granted  to  them,  were  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  borough,  or  of  the  parilhcs  thereof. 

Is  in  all  the  freemen,  and  alfo  in  all  the  inha- 
bitants, being  houfeholders,  and  not  receiving 
alms. 

1705,  Dee.  5.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  not  re- 
ceiving alms,  and  in  fuch  freemen  only  as,  at  the 
■    Vo     I .  K  lime 
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,timc  of  their  being  made  free,  were  inhabitants 
of  the  fatd  borough,  or  the  parifties  thereof ;  the 
number  of  freemen  living  out  (rf  the  borough  not 
exceeding  three  perfons. 

The  :number  of  voters  may  be  afcertained 
&om  the  iaftpollj  1790,  viz. 

John  Calvert,  Efq.  319 

Baron  Dimfdale,  290 

William  Baker,  Efq.  223 

Number  op  voters,  570. 
Returning  officer.     The  Mayor, 
Patron — Baron  Dimfdale. 

St.    ALBANS. 

Political  Character.  The  influence  in 
this  borough  is  divided  between  the  marquis  of 
Salifbury  and  earl  Spencer,  each  of  whom  returns 
one  member  to  parliament.  Thefe  two  noble- 
men have  long  contended  for  the  fuperiority,  but 
neither  of  them  has  as  yet  an  intereft  fufficient  to 
obtain  a  majority  over  the  other. 

Ancient  constitution.  This  town  re- 
ceived its  name  froni  an  abbey  built  there  in 

the 
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ihe  year  703,  to  the  memory  of  Albanus,  the 
firft  martyr  oF  Britain,  who  fufiered  in  the  perfe- 
culion  under  the  emperor  DiocleGan,  and  vas 
canonized  as  a  faint.  It  is  generally  consi- 
dered as  having  rifen  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  an- 
cient Verulam,  -which  was  feated  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  Ver.  When  Julius  C«far  in- 
vaded this  ifland,  Venilam  was  a  large  and  po- 
pulous city ;  but  thei;e  are  no  other  remains  of 
it  bat  the  ruins  of  walls^  fome  teOelated  pave- 
ments, and  Roman  coins,  which,  from  time  to 
time,  have  been  difcovered  by  digging.  It  was 
feated  on  a  gentle  defcent  on  the  Weftern  fide 
of  the  hill,  fortified  with  a  mud  wall  and  ditch, 
and  encompaffed  with  woods  and  marfiies.  The 
inhabitants  enjoyed  the  fame  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  the  Roman  citizens,  and  this  To  firmly 
united  them  to  the  Romans,  that  Boadicea,  con- 
fidering  them  as  enemies,  razed  the  city,  and 
made  a  moft  dreadful  (laughter  of  the  R(»nans 
and  their  allies :  but  Suetonius  Paulinus,  tieute* 
nant  of  Britain,  returning  from  the  conqueft  of 
the  Ifle  of  Man.  with  the  fourteen  legions  and 
io,ooO'  auxiliaries,  immediately  attacked  the 
Britons,  gained  a  complete  vidory,  and  put 
80,000  w  the  fword.  After  this,  the  city  was 
K  2  rebuilt. 
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rebuiU»  and  the  Britons  lived  very  quietly 
under  the  Roman  government  till  the  year  304, 
when  Dioclefian  began  to  perfecute  the  Chrif- 
tians.  At  lengthy  when  the  Saxons  had  gained 
a  footing  here,  they  conquered  this  Roman  city 
and  called  it  Werlamcafter,  and  Watlingacefter, 
from  the  famous  Roman  highway  called  Wat- 
ling-ftreet^  on  which  it  ftaqds. 

One  part  of  the  ditch  at  Verulam  is  ftHl  vifi- 
ble,  it  is  double,  but  irregularly  formed.  The 
fireets  likewife  may  ftill  be  traced,  efpecjally 
when  the  corn  is  nearly  ripe.  The  compofi-* 
tion  of  the  Roman  wall  was  three  feet  of  layers 
of  flints,  and  one  foot  made  up  of  three  courfes 
of  Roman  brick ;  and  there  were  round  holes 
quite  through  the  wslll,  about  eight  yards  diftant 
from  each  other.  That  part  of  the  wall  by  the 
Weft  gate,  called  Gorham  Block  is  twelve  feet 
thick.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  all  the 
antiquities  that  have  been  dug  up  at  Verulam ; 
fev^ral  mofaic  pavements  have  been  feen,  and 
one  in  particular  was  found  in  1 7 1 9.     , 

Though  this  town  is  far  from  being  remark- 
able  for  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  its  buildings, 

the 
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the  country  round  it,  being  extremely  pleafant, 
abounds  with  fine  feats.  The  town  is  both 
large  and  populous,  and  has  four  parifil 
churches,  St.  Alban's,  St.  Peter's,  St.  Stephen's, 
and  St,  Michael's,  befides  fevcral  meeting- 
houfes.  St.  Alban's  was  the  abbey  church 
founded  by  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  in  the 
year  793,  on  the  fpot  where  St.  Alban  was  mar- 
tyred. King  Offa  afterwards  caufed  feveral 
houfes  to  be  built  near  this  abbey  for  the  re- 
ception of  ftrangers  and  travellers,  as  well  as 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fervants  and  officers  belonging 
to  it ;  fo  that,  in  the  proc(;rs  of  time  it  increafed 
to  a  town.  In  the  year  1154,  Nicholas,  bifhop 
of  Abba,  who  was  born  near  this  monaftery, 
being  chofen  pope,  alTumed  the  name  of 
Adrian  IV.  and  granted  many  privileges  to  this 
abbey,  cauGng  the  abbot  to  be  the  firft  in  Eng.' 
land,  both  in  order  and  dignity.  At  the  timp 
of  the  difTolution,  this  abbey  was  valued  .at 
2iozl.  a  year  by  Dugdale,  but  at  2510I.  by 
Speed.  The  inhabitants  then  purchafed  that 
part  of  it  which  is  ftill  ftanding,  and  converted 
it  into  a  parifh  church.  It  is  atprefcnt  a  large 
pile  of  building,  that  may  juftly  claim  a  particular 

re- 
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regard  both  for  its  antiquity  and  beauty.  In  this 
ancient  edifice  is  a  funeral  monument  andefiBgies 
of  king  OfFa^  its  founder,  feated  on  his  throne. 
On  the  eaft  fide  flood  the  ihrine  of  St.  Alban^ 
apdin  the  fouth  aifle^  near  the  above  ihrine^  is 
the  monument  of  Humphrey,  brother  to  king 
Henry  V.  commonly  diftmguifhed  by  the  title 
of  the  Good  Duke  of  Gloucefter.  It  is  adorned 
vith  a  ducal  coronet  and  the  arms  of  France 
and  England  quartered.  In  niches  on  one  fide 
are  fevenfeen  kings,  but  in  the  niches  on  the 
other  there  are  no  ilatues  remaining* 

About  fifty  years  ago,  was  difcovcred,  in  dig- 
ging a  grave,  a  pair  of  (lairs  that  led  down  into 
a  vault,  in  which  was  found  a  leaden  coffin^ 
wherein  the  duke  of  Gloucefter's  corpfe  was  pre- 
ferved  almofl  entire,  by  a  kind  of  pickle  in 
which  it  lay ;  only  the  fle(h  was  wafted  from 
the  legs,  the  pickle  at  that  end  of  the  coffin  be- 
ing dried  up.  In  this  church  was  a  very  noble 
font  of  folid  brafs,  given  by  Sir  Richard  Lea, 
mafter  of  the  pioneers,  who  took  it,  among  other 
plunder,  out  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1543, 
where  it    fcrved  as  a  font    for  baptizing  the 

children 
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children  of  the  royal  family^  but  was  placed 
here  as  a  common  bapiiilry.  It  wa^,  however, 
carried  away  in  the  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  and  converted  into  money. 

St.  Peter's  church  is  fttuated  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  town,  and  St.  Michael's  on  the  north- 
weft;  an<3  both  of  them  arc  handfonje  ftru<^rcs» 
In  the  latter,  among  other  monuments,  is  one  in 
memory  of  the  femous  Francis  Bacon,  lord  Ve- 
rulam,  with  his  efhgy  in  alabafter,  feated  in.  rq 
elbow  chair. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  of  St,  Alban's^ 
king  Edward  I.  ereifled  a  very  (lately  crofi  in 
memory  of  Queen  Eleanor,  who,  dying  in  Lin- 
-colnftiire,  was  carried  through  this  town  to 
Weftminfter,  in  order  to  be  interred  there.  Here 
arc  two  charity  fchools,  one  for  twenty-«ght 
boys,  who  are  clothed;  the  other  foi  twenty- 
one  girls,  of  whom  fourteen  only  ai-e  clothed^ 
This  town  gives  the  title  of  Duke  to  the  noble 
family  of  Beauclerk.  The  great  duke,  of  Marl- 
borough ereftcd  a  feat  here,  called  Holloway 
houfc ;  and  feveral  aims-houfes  were  built  here  by 
him  and  his  duchefs  Dowager,  who  caufcd  a  fine 
ftacue 
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ftatuc  of  the  late  queen  Anne,  carved  by  Mr. 
Ryfbrack,  to  be  erefted,  on  the.pedcftal  of 
which  fhc  infcribed  a  charader  of  her  ma- 
jcfty- 

Corporation— This  town  fent  members  to 
parliament  as  early  as  any  borough  in  the  king* 
dom.     It  Is  incorporated  by  charter,  and  go- 

« 

vemed  by  a  mayor,  high  fteward,  recorder^ 
twelve  aldermen,  a  town  clerk,  and  twenty-four 
affiftants.  This  borough  has  a  diftrid,  called 
a  liberty,  which  has  a  jurifdiftion  both  in  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  matters  peculiar  to  itfelf,  in^ 
eluding  the  pariflies  of  Bamet,  Sandridge,  Red* 
bume,  Cudicot,  Shepchele,  Bufhy,  Elftree,  Lang- 
ley  Abbot,  Sarret,  Walden  Abbots,  Hoxton^ 
Ridge,  Norton,  Rickmanfworth,  and  Watford, 
This  liberty  has  a  gaol,  and  a  gaol  delivery,  at 
St.  Alban's  four  times  a  year,  on  the  Thurfday 
after  the  quarter  feflion  at  Hertford.  St.  Albans 
is  divided  into  four  wards,  in  each  of  which  is  a 
conflable  and  two  churchwardens^ 

Right  op  Election — 1700,  loth  Marcb^ 
Is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen,  and 
fuch  houfeholders  only  as  pay  fcot  and  lot. 

1 70s. 
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1 705,  24th,  Nov.  In  ^the  mayor,  aldermer^ 
fuch  freemen  only  as  have  right,  by  birth  or  fer- 
vice,  or  by  redemption,  to  trade  or  inhabit  in 
the  l^id  borough,  and  houfeholders  paying  fcot 
and  lot. 

1714,  27th  April,  In  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  freemen,  and  fuch  houfeholders  only  as  pay 
fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  voters  may  be  afcertained  from 
the  laft  poll,  1790. 

J^OT  the  Hon.  Richard  Bingham  'iB% 

John  Calvert,  Jun.  Efq.      209 
Thomas  Clutterbuck,  Efq.  117 

Returning  officer — The  Mayor. 
Patrons  — Marquis  of  Saliibuiy  and  caii 
Spencer. 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


Political  Character. 

X  H I S  fmall  county  is  as  much  under  the  ih^ 
fiuence  of  two  individuak  as  any  borough  in  the 
kingdom ;  the  duke  of  Manchefter  and  the  carl 
of  Sandwich  united,  always  return  the  two  mem- 
bers^ and  fo  powerful  was  this  ariftocradc  *junc- 
tion,  that  even  the  oppofition  of  the  late  Sip 
Robert  Bernard,  who  was  the  particular  friend 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  his  days  of  well-earned  popu- 
larity and  the  caufe  of  liberty,  was  not  crowned 
with  that  fuccefs  which  it  fo  highly  merited. 

Ancient  State.  In  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
this  county  was  part  of  the  didrid  inhabited  by 
the  Iccni,  who  alfo  extended  their  dominion  over 
the  counties  of  Suflex,  Norfolk,  and  Cambridge- 
(hire.  However,  under  the  Saxons,  Hunting- 
donftiire  was  feparated  from  that  tra(9:  of  the 
country  formerly  poffeffed  by  the  Iceni,  and  be- 
came part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia.  Nfr. 
Camden  informs  us,  that  he  found  .in  an  ancient 

furrcy. 
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-furvejr,  that  this  county  was  a  foreft  until  the 
reign  of  Henty  II.  but  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
certain  that  it  was  greatly  ravaged  by  ihe  Danes* 
who  caufed  it  to  be  defertcd  by  many  of  iu 
diftinguifhed  families.  It,  therefore,  became 
coniiderably  diminilhed  in  its  inhabitants. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  county  and  Cam-* 
bridgefliire  are  united  under  one  civil  admini- 
ftration  j  there  being  but  one  high  fherifF  for 
both,  who  is  chofen  one  year  out  of  Cambridge- 
ftiire,  in  general,  the  fecond  out  of  the  Ifle  of 
Ely,  and  the  third  out  of  this  county. 

Huntingdonshire  lies  in  the  province  oF 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Lincoln.  It  is  di- 
vided into  four  hundreds,  in  which  are  fix  mar- 
ket  towns,  but  no  city,  and  feventy-nine  parifhes, 
in  which  are  faid  to  be  contained  only  about 
S200  houfes,  and  49,320  inhabitants.  It  fends 
but  four  members  to  parliament ;  two  knights 
of  the  fhire  for  the  county,  and  two  for  the  town 
of  Huntii^on. 

QiTALIPICATION. 

Jan.  14,  1739.     O"  *  hearing  for  tiie  county 

pf  Huntingdon,  die  counfel  fw  the  petitioner, 

6  infifted 
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infifted  that  the  fitting  member  (Mn  Clarke) 
was  not  qualified  to  be  eledted,  according  to  the 
adl:  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  entitled-.  An  a£l  for fecuring  the  freedom  of 
-parliaments  by  the  further  qualifying  the  members  to 
fit  in  the  hpufe  of  commons. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner,  in  fupport 
of  one  of  their  objcftions,  offered  to  prove  (which 
the  counfel  for  the  fitting  member  admitted), 
tlut  the  copyhold  lands  and  tenements  at  Ham- 
Incrfinith,  in  the  parifh  of  Fulham,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlcfex,  which  the  fitting  member,  in 
the  rental,  or  particular,  by  him  delivered  in  to 
the  clerk  of  the  houfe  (purfuant  to  the  fi:anding 
order  of  this  houfe  made  for  that  purpofe),  claims 
in  fee,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  manor  of 
Fulham,  under  a  mortgage  furrender,  and  an 
admiflion  thereto,  and  a  releafe  of  the  equity  of 
redemption  from  this  mortgage,  wee  fubjedt  to 
a  fubfequent  mortgage  made  by  the  faid  mortga- 
ger, previous  to  the  debt  of  the  faid  releafe  of  the 
equity  of  redemption. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner,  having  ob- 
jeded  to  the  confideration  given  for  the  eftate, 

which 
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-which  the  fitting  member  in  the  faid  rental  ^or 
particular^  claims  for  his  natural  life  by  deed  of 
feoffment,  and  livery  and  feizin  thereon,  given  by- 
John  Clarke,  of  Huntingdon,  Gent,  they  offered 
to  prove  (which  the  counfel  for  the  fittingmem- 
ber  admitted),  that  the  faid  eflate  was  all  the 
real  eftate,  except  about  three  pounds  fer  annum^ 
which  the  faid  John  Clarke,  die  grantor,  was  f«i- 
fed  of  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  the  faid  deed. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitionee  hjivingob- 
jefted  to  the  annuity  of  lool.  which  the  fitting 
member  in  the  (aid  rental  or  particular,  claims  for 
life,  by  grant  fi-om  Charles  Bernard,  Efq.  they 
offered  to  prove  (which  the  counfel  for  the  fitting 
member  admitted),  that  the  eftate  charged  with 
the  faid  annuity^  does  dot  exceed  the  yearly  va-; 
lueof  132I. 

Then  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner  having ob- 
Je£ted,  that  the  fitting  member,  in  the  oath  by 
him  taken  at  the  time  of  his  cleAion,  purfuant  to 
the  direftion  of  the  faid  aifl  of  the  9th  of  Anne, 
did  not  particularly  enumerate  all  the  feveral 
parilhcs  out  of  which  the  fee-farm  rents,  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  particular,  are  ifluing. 

The 
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Tilt  inftfumentdf  thcfaid  oath,  fubfcrib^d  by 
the  fitting  mcrtib^r,  was  produced  by  the  fheiriff, 
'mho  took  the  fatne,  and  read. 

Ant)  the  firll,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
icElions  of  the  faid  aft,  made  in  the  gth  of  Anne, 
were  read, 

AMD  the  counfel  for  the  fitting  member  were 
heard ;  and  one  of  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner 
watf  heai^  in  reply. 

And  the  counfel  on  both  fides  were  diredlcd  t# 
withdraw. 

Mfi.  Clarke  was  heard  in  his  place,  and  then 
he  withdrew. 

Htfolved,  That  Charles  Clarke,  Efq.  is  duly 
elected  a  knight  of  the  (hire,  to  ferve  in  this 
prefent  parliament  for  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon. 

HUNTINGDON. 

Political  Character,  There  is  »io  r^b- 
lution  of  the  houfe  of  commons  refpei^ting  the 

right 
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rijht  lOf  voting  in  ibis  borough>  but  it  is  gene- 
nllir  tinderftood  to  be  in  the  freemen  ftnd  inha> 
bitants  houfehoulders  paying  fcot,  and  lot.  The 
intereltof  the  earl  of  Sandwich  is  fo  powerful^ 
as  always  to  return  two  tncfnben ;  and  this  he 
cfFc(fts,  not  by  weight  of  property,  for  his  lordfliip 
has  but  one  houfe  in  the  whole  town,  but  by  his 
popularity,  and  the  obligations  which  he  was 
enabled  to  confer  upon  Come  of  his  principal 
friends  during  his  conne£lion  with  lord  North's 
adminiftration. 

Ancient  state  and  representation.  This 
town  derived  its  name  from  the  Saxon  Huntandme, 
or  Hunters-down,  from  the  conveniency  of  its  dif- 
tri<3  for  hunting.  Ic  was  built  on  a  fpot  that  was 
an  entire  foreft,  until  it  was  disforeftcd  by  Hen. 
II.  Hen.  III.  and  £dw.  I.  who  left  no  more  of 
the  forefl;  than  his  own  land.  It  had  once  ftf* 
teen  churches,  which  in  Camden's  time  were  re-  ' 
ducedtofoar.  It  hasnowoidy  two,  belides  feve- 
nl  meeting-houfes.  This  town  fent  to  parlia- 
ment, ah  arigine,  and  was  made  a  borough  by  kin| 
John,  i3o6. 

Cor- 
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CoRPORATi o  s»  John;  granted  to  thi$  town  by 
charter^  a  coroner^  a  recprder^  a  town-clerk^  and 
two  bailiffs  :  but  Charles  L  made  it  a  mayor- 
town,  anno  regni  6,  1630.  It  has  had,  tl)erefore, 
ever  fince,  a  mayor,.xec.order,  and  twelve  alder^ 
men  and  burgefles.  The  aiHzes  are  always  held 
here,  and  in  this  town  is  the  county  gaol. 

Right  of  Election.  Is  in  the  inhabitants 
and  freemen. 

Number  of  voters — 200. 
RsTURNinG  OFFICER — ^Thc  Mayor. 
Patron — The  earl  of  Sandwich, 


KENT. 

Political  Character. 

X  HIS  opulent  and  flourifhing  county  ha» 
fhebappinefs  of  maintaining  its  independence. 
The  duke  of  Dorfet  poflefles  the  firft  indivi^ 
dual  intereft^  but  the  nobility  and  gentry  are 
loo  numerous  to  fuffer  it  to  gain  an  afcendency. 

The 
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'nfe  dock  yards  of  Deptford,  Woolwich,  Cha- 
tham.  and  Sheernefst  aid^  by  the  ecclefiaftical 
influence  of  the  clergy  of  the  two  cathedrals  of 
Rochtfter  and  Canterbury,  give  the  govern- 
ment a  mod  powerful  controdl  in  the  eleflionj 
and  united  to  that  of  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  and 
the  other  connexions  of  the  minifter  in  this 
county,  were  fucccfsful  in  1790  in  bringing  in 
iSir  Edward  KnatchbuUj  but  this  was  owing 
more  to  the  want  of  a  junflion  of  interefts  be- 
tween Mr.  Honeywood  and  the  Hon,  Mr. 
MarOiam,  the  independent  candidates,  than  to 
the  weight  of  alt  this  influence  united. 

This  county  is  chiefly  indebted  for  the  inde- 
pendence which  it  poflcfles,  to  that  noble  relique 
of  Saxon  inftitution,  the  gavel-law,  by  which  all 
the  fons  in  equal  Oiares  are  partakers  pf  the  fa- 
ther's fortune; 

A  SIMILAR  lawprevaiU  in  France,  under  the 
new  conflituiion,  but  with  this  diftin3ion.  that 
the  daughters  as  well  as  the  (bns  are  inheritors 
in  an  equal  degree.  The  French  have  certainly, 
in  this  inftancCi  with  great  juftice  and  liberality. 

Vol.  U,  L  ...  pecuUar 
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peculiar  to  tftetnfelv»,  toacli  imprtivecl  upott  tV^ 
djuitable  fyftem  ctf  ow  Saxafi  jMro^nitors. 

The  fpecial cuftoms  incident  toG&veLkind  in 
Kent  are ; 

That  the  hufband,  after  his  wife's  death,  eir- 
joys  a  moiety  of  her  inheritance  in  gavel-kind  by 
courtefy,  whether  he  has  children  by  her  oir  not^ 
until  be  marries  again. 

The  wife,  after  the  death  of  he*-  hulband  bas^ 
for  her  dower,  a  moiety  of  his  lands  in  gavel- 
kind, for  fo  long  time  as  fhe  fhall  continue  un- 
married, and  lA  chdfliiy. 

The  tenant  of  gaveUkind  lands  is  kept  \n 
v^itd  ont  yieat  longer  than  is  permitted  by  the 
common  law,  that  is,  till  he  is  fifteen  years  bf 
age,  at  which  time  he  is  of  lufficient  age  to  alienr 
his  eiiate  by  feoffinent. 

Lahd^  in  gavd-kindy  if  the  tenant  commits 

.  ielony,  and  fubtnits  to  the  judgment  of  the  law, 

c ate  not  forfeited;  nor  do  they  efcheac  to  the 

kiiftgr  P^  other  lord  of  whom  they  i^fe  holden ; 

nor 
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ftor  has  the  king  year,  day,  and  wafte  of  lands  in 
gavd-kind,  holden  of  a  common  pcrtbn,  when 
the  tenant  is  executed  for  felony. 

The  tenant  had  a  power  of  deviling  lands  by 
V'ill,  before  the  ftatute  for  that  purpofe  was 
'  made,  in  the  53d  year  of  king  Hen.  VIII. 

Lands  in  gavel-kind  defcend  to  all  the  fons 
alike  in  eqiKtl  portions ;  and  if  there  are  no  fons, 
then  equally  among  the  daughters!  and  as  to  the 
chattels,  it  was  formerly  part  of  the  cuftotti  of 
this  county  to  divide  them  after  the  funera),  and 
the  debts  of  the  deceafed  weVe  difcharged,  into 
three  parts  if  he  lefrany  lawful  iffue  behind  him ; 
of  which  three,  one  portion  was  to  the  dead  for 
the  performance  of  legacies ;  another  to  his  chil- 
dren far  education  ;  and  a  third  to  the  wife  for 
her  fupporc  and  maintenance. 

Furthermore,  if  tlie  tenant  of  gavelkind 
lands  withdraws  from  his  lord  his  due  rents  and 
fervices,  the  cuftom  of  this  gives  the  lord  a  fpe- 
cial  and  (blemn  kind  of  cejfavit,  CdWeA gavelet, 
by  which,  unlefs  the  tenant  redceims  his  lands  by 
payment  of  the  arrearage's,  and  makc9-»eafonable 
■   La-  amends 
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amends'  for  withholding  the  fame^  they  beco»i4^ 
forfeited  to  the  lord,  and  he  enters  into  then)  and 
occupies  them  as  his  owp  demefnes% 

The  tenants  in,  -gavel-kind  in  this^  county 
claim  theprivilege^  that  where  a  writ  of  right  is 
brought  concerning  gavcLkind  lands,  that  the 
grand  affizc  fhall  not  be  cbofen  in  the  ufual  man- 
ner by  foiK  knights,  but  by  four  tenants  in  gavel- 
kind, who  fhall  not  aflbciate  to  tbemfelves  twelve 
knights,  biK  that  number  of  tenants  in  gavel- 
kind ;  and  further,,  that  trial  by  battle  (hall  not 
h^  allowed  in  fuch  a  writ  for  thefe  lands. 
The  imntbers  upon  the  poll  were,  for 

Sir  Edward  KnafcbbuU  4456  4^^S 
Filmer  Honeywood  Efq.  ^987  i//^/> 
Hon*  Charles.  Marftiam      *66g»     J2^72L'^ 

Ancient  State.  This  maritime  county  has 
little  changed  in  its  name  ;  it  being  called  Cen« 
tium,  or  K^'i/i/ov,  .by  Caefar,  Strabo,  Diodorus  Si- 
culus,  Ptolemy,  and  other  Roman  and  Greek  au«- 
thorsr  The  Saxons  called  it  Gaut-Guarlant,  or 
the  county  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kent ;  but 
whence  the  name  was  originally  derived,,  has 
been  a  fubjedl  of  mucJl  fpeculation :  Mr.  Lam-- 

bard 


bard  is  of  opinion,  that  the  name  of  Kent  it  de- 
rived from  the  Britifh  word  Caine,  which  fignifict 
a  green  leaf,  and  was  applied  to  [his  county  fron) 
its  being  fhaded  with  woods ;  but  Camden  fup- 
pofes  that  it  derived  its  name  from  its  form  be- 
ing an  angle,  ftretching  into  the  fea.  This 
opinion  feems  to  be  well  founded  from  fuch  ^ 
point  being  called  in  Scotland,  Cantir ;  Ptolemy 
calls- the  inhabitants  of  another  point  in  North 
Britain,  Cantx,  and  the  Cangani  were  po0efled 
of  fuch  an  angle  in  Wales. 

This  county,  according  to  Ctefar,  was,  in  the 
time  of  the  Britons,  governed  by  four  petty  fcingsj 
or  rather  by  four  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  ap- 
pointed to  defend  them  againft  their  enemies. 
Csefar  being  in  Oaul,  obtained  fuch  a  knowledge 
of  this  ifland  as  to  enabid  him  to  invade  it  twice 
with  fome  fuccefs  ;  and,  by  repeated  attempts, 
the  Romans  became  not  only  matters  of  KenrJ 
but  of  all  England,  when  this  county  was  put 
under  the  government  Britannia  Prinm.  But 
the  Romans  being  afterwards  obliged  to  leave 
the  ifland,  the  Britons  eleSed  feveral  princes ; 
and  at  laft  chofe  Vortigem  their  chief,  in  order 
{o  flop  the  lavages  of  the  PiiJts  and  Scots.    And, 
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hy  confefll:  t(  hk  people^  he  invited  the  Saxoni 
to  ht8  aniflailce;,  wte  hnded  with  the  Angles  and 
|utt^»  under  thtir<\to  leaders^  Hengift  and  Hor* 
&,  indtelfle  of  ThaiW:,  in  this  county.  Hav^ 
ing  joined  vt-ith  Vortigem^  and  allifted  him  in  the 
C(3ttqueft  tf  his  cnehiics,  Heiigift  obtained  the 
government  of  Kent.  Soon  Alter  Soutii  Britain 
was  divided  intiD  feven  petty  kingdoms,  called 
the  Heptatxrhy :  the  firft  of  them  was  that  of 
Kcht,  which  had  fucceflively  Icveateen  kings  j 
the  lafl:  was  Baldred,  when  Egbert  conquered 
Kent,  then,  after  being  a  feparate  kingdom  373 
years^  k  bcatmc  fubjeft  to  the  Saxon  and  Danilh 
king&  of  England^  until  the  Norman  conqueft. 

Wfi<i,iAM  the  Conqueror  having  fought  thQ 
bfiftle  at  Haftingf ,  in  Suflcx,  was  marching  to-t 
waids  Xx^ndon,  when  he  was  met  by  a  large 
he4y  of  di6  mea  of  Kent,  each  carrying  a  bough 
Of  Ixmb  of^GPce  in  hh  hand.  This  army,  which 
had  the  apipeai^nce  of  a  moving  wood,  boldly 
ina|-ched  Up  to  him,  and  demanded  the  preferva-^ 
tion  of  their  liberties,  and  informed  William 
they  ^re  determined  to  die  before  they  would 
be  deprived  of  them,  and  fubmit  to  bondage  ,| 
but  if  h^  would  graht   them  their  equitable 

requeft^ 
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reqoeft,  they  would  fubmit  to  his  govern- 
pient.  William,  faei;^  fo  much  ftruck  with 
the  ipirit  ^nd  juftjce  .of  their  rcgueft,  wifely 
gniQte^  wh^t  they  ffOfed,  ^nd  thus  were  thejr 
fleered  XP  retiU9  fbafe  ancient  cuftoms  for 
whiqh  this  county  hiu  ever  ^i^  been  fo  j^(lj/ 
4.iftingu.iftied. 

THEConqueror,  thus  pofTefled  of  Kent,  fecured 
it  by  appointing  a  conftable  of  Dover  Caftle, 
and  conftituting  him  governor  of  five  ports, 
with  the  flylc  and  title  of  warden  of  the  cinque 
ports,  which  are  HalHngs,  Dover,  Hithe,  Runt, 
ney,  and  Sandwich,  to  which  Winchelfea  and 
Rye  are  annexed  as  principals,  and  with  fomc 
■  other  towns  as  members;  all  of  which  enjoy 
many  confiderablc  immunities. 

As:tbe, county  of  Kent  is  divided  into  the  two 
^ceat  diftrids  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Kent,  fo  is  the 
diftrihution.of  juftice  in  it;  for,  though  every 
julticeof  pe;ace.is,  by  the  commiSion  appointed 
fpr  the  whale  county  at  large,  yet  he  ufually  con- 
fines his  afiing  in  that  office,  (except  upon  ex- 
traordinary occaGons),  to  that  diftri£t  of  the  two 
in  which  he  refides,  and  in  common  matters,  to 
that  particular  dJviTion  of  juHices  of  the  lath 
and  hundred  to  which  he  belongs. 

Eacji 
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Each  diftri£l  holds  its  own  court  of  feffioni 
four  times  in  the  year;  viz.  twice  originally,  an^ 
twice  by  adjournment ;  the  Ej^ftern  Diftrift  orir 
ginally  at  the  Old  Caftle  pf  Canterbury,  froni 
whence  it  is  adjourned  for  the  Weftern  Diftri^ 
to  the  countv-town  of  Maidftone ;  and  the  Wef- 
tern  Diftri6l  originally  at  Maidftone,  from 
whence  it  is  adjourned  fqr  the  Ea^fl^T^  DiftpQ 
to  C^interbury. 

This  co\in?y  h  divided  into  five  lathe^ 
\vhich  are  fubdivid^d  into  14  bailiwicks,  ^nd 
thcfe  again  ii\to  68  hundreds.  A  I^the  i^  9. 
divifion  peculiar  to  this  county  ^  apd  cpnfifts 
of  two  or  more  bailiwicks,  as  a  bailiwick  doc^ 
of  two  or  more  hui^dreds.  Kent  contains  ^ 
cities,  2g  market  towns,  and  408  parifties.  It 
lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  partly  in 
that  diocpfe>  and  partly  in  the  diocefc  of  Rochef^ 
ter.  If  fend3  18  pnember§  to  parliament:  two 
knights  of  the  Ihire  for  the  county,  fwo  mem-. 
bers  each  fpr.  the  cities  of  Canterbury  and  Ro- 
cheft^r,  two  fon-  the  borough  of  Maidftone,  two 
for  that  of  Qucenborough,  and  two  fpr  each  of 
the  four  cinque-ports  in  this  county,  Dover^ 
gandwjch,  Hi^he,  and  Rurnnev. 

r  '      '  ''  ■ ' 
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Man?  lands  in  this  county  aro  ftill  held  by 
fhe  ancient  tenure  of  caftlc-guard ;  that  is,  upeii 
condition  that  the  tenant,  in  his  turn,  Ihould 
mount  guard  aCthe  caftle;  but  a  conipofitioii 
is  taken  fin-  this  fervice,  which  the  tenants  are 
obliged  to  pay ;  for  upon  the  day  appointed,  a  flag 
is  hung  out  from  that  part  of  the  caftle  which  is 
■ftill  kept  in  repair,  and  fuch  of  the  tenants  as  do 
not  then  appear  and  pay  their  quit-rents,  aw 
liable,  at  Rochefter,  to  have  them  doubled  ^ 
^vcr  return  of  the  Med  way. 

ROCHESTER. 
Political  Character.  This  city»  owing 
to  its  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Chatham,  feels  the 
influence  of  the  admiralty,  dock-yard,  cuftom- 
houfe,  and  revenue-officers,  too  powerful  to  af- 
'fert  a  claim  to  adual  independence.  The  num- 
ler  of  its  eleSors  not  being,  like  Plymouth,  li- 
mited to  a  felf-elefted  corporation,  prevents  their 
reprefenl^tion  from  being  entirely  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  admiralty  ;  but  it  has  always  been  cuf- 
tomaiyto  compliment  that  board  with  the  re- 
f  ommcndatipn  of  one  of  then^. 

The 
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The  numbers  oq  the  ppU  at  the  IfSift  giSMr«(I 
clefUofl  ivece,  for 

George  8e^,  pfq.       -        3% 
S'V  R.  Qki^€4rto%        «        322 

M^Jrquis  pf  Titchficlii,         sii3 

ircry  ancient  city  wastbe  Duro  Brives  of  AoCQ- 
aiinus.  ^oul  has  ^uStrcd  mao^  inisfortunesL 
In  676^  it  was  deilroj^rjed  by  Edncldred^  kix^  <of 
Mercia  ;  and  in  839,  it  was  pillaged  by  the 
Danes ;  they  alfo  bcfieged  it  again  in  885^  when 
they  cad  up  works  round  k;  but  it  was  relieved 
by  Alfred.  In  the  rreigi;i  of  :Rufus,  ^pche^er 
:h^is  feised  by  the  Normans  anf}  ]EqgH(k»  yih^ 
kept  it  fpr  Robert,  the  Jting'«  broth v^  whoqi 
they  intcaded  to  pbce  qn  ^e  thrqne.  ^u  fus  w;^ 
fix  wcek^  before  it  without  fp^|^ingfinyprQgre(«  I 
for  the  hefieged  defq;^dpd  thetnfclves  with  fucl|i 
bravery,  that  he  begAn  to  lofe  all  hqpes  pf  fucr 
cefsj  but  at  length,  ,a  contagiflU^  .^Uleiriper  J!p 
weakened  thofe  who  held  the  city  for  Roborij^ 
that  they  were  con^pelled  to  defire  a  QapituUtioj^, 
and  his  adherents  were  permitted  ,tD  match  ojit 
with  their  horfes.    This  city  has  fent  members  to 

3  P^'^- 
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{MriiamcQt  ever  fince  the  fuil  ftmnmons  for  iuch 
an  aflemblyt  by  Edw.  I. 

Corporation.  Rochefter  was  made  a  mayor- 
town  I  Edw.  IV.  Here  arc,  hy  its  incorporation 
1^19,  a  mayor,  recorder,  11  aldermen,  and  ij 
common-council,  a  town-clerk,  3  feijeants  at 
mace,  and  a  water-bailiC  Once  a  year,  or  of- 
tener,  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Rochefter  hold 
what  is  called  an  admiralty-court,  to  appoia^ 
times  when  oyAers  ftiall  be  taken  out  of  their 
fifhery,  and  fettle  the  quantity  each  drudgcrihaU 
take  in  a  day. 

Right  op  Electioh.    Is  in  the  freemetu 

Number  or  voters,  630. 
Returning  officer;     ThcIVfeyor. 
Patrons.    Ordnance  and  Adnural^^ 

CANTERBURY. 
Political  Character.     TTiis  city  is  en- 
tirely independent  in  its  eleSion  of  members  of 
parliament,  and  is  neither  under  the  infiuence 
[  or  controul  of  any  patron  or  leadingtman. 

An- 
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Ancient  State  and  Represen^tation.    Cani» 
terbury  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Cant^JVara^By^ 
rig,  or  the  city  of  the  people  of  Kent,-  and  from 
thence  its  prefent  name  is  derived.  This  ancient 
city^  thechief  of  this  coui>ty,  and  the  metropolis* 
tan  fee  of  all  England,  is  a  county  of  itfelf.     It 
is  of  fuch  antiquity,  as  to  have  the  credit  of  being 
built  upwards  of  900  years  before  Chrift.     But 
this  appears  improbable  ;  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Britain  had  in  thofe  days  fcarccly  any  buildings. 
They  lived  in  hut^,  much  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Ab.origine  natives  of  North  America  do  now. 
Nor  had  they  more  clothes  to  cover  them  than 
the  American  Indians  have  at  prefent.     It  was  a 
place , of  fome  irpportanee  in  the  tin>e  of  (he  Ro- 
mans, who  called  it  Durovcrnuvt,  and  Davernum  : 
this  appears  by  the  intinerary  of  Antoninus.  Vor- 
tigern,  king  of  the  Britons,  rcfided  here  after 
(he  Romans,  and  yielded  this  city  to  the  Saxons,  ia 
whofe  time  the  chief  magiftrate  was  called  a  Prae- 
fedl,  afterwards  a  portreeve,  and  ip  loi  i  (he  king'^ 
provoft  of  Canterbury.     During  the  heptarchy^ 
It  was  the  capital  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Kent^ 
and  the  feat  of  their  kings,  although  it  was  not 
built  by  them  ;  for  Hengift  long  before  kept  his 
pourt  here,  as  did  s^lfo  his  fucccflbrs,  until  Ethel- 
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bcrt,  becoming  a  chriftian  by  the  preaching  of 
Auguftine  the  monk,  gave  him  not  onlyliis  pa~ 
lace,  but  the  royalty,  with  the  city  and  its  tcrrito^ 
ries.  And  when  that  monk  was  created  arch- 
Biihop,  he  made  it  the  place  of  his  refidcnce,  as 
his  fucccffors,  the  archbilhops,  did  long  after- 
wards. 

This  city  fufFered  greatly  during  the  Saxon 
and  Danifh  wars,  and  yet  rofc  again  with  greater 
beauty.  It  appears  at  the  time  of  the  conquci^ 
thai  thcjurifdt£tionsof  the  kings  and  archbilbop 
were  intermixed  ;  and  that  although  the  latter 
had  a  mint  and  fame  other  conftderabic  privile- 
ges, yet  the  king  had  the  fupreme  royalty,  until 
Rufus  gave  the  city,  without  any  refcrvation,  to 
bifliop  Anfelm.  This  city  fent  members  ai  ori- 
llne. 

CoRPoiATIo^J. — It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a 
recorder,  12  aldermen,  a  fherill",  2+  common- 
council  men,  a  fword-bcarer,  and  four  fcrjcants 
at  mace.  A  court  is  held  every  Monday  in  the 
Guildhall,  for  civil  and  criminal  caufes  ;  and  every 
other  Thurfday,  for  the  government  of  the  city. 
It  is  divided  into  fix  wards.     At  the  beginning 
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of  Hen.  III.  ir  was  governed  by  bailiffs  ;  but  iit 
the  26th  of  Hen.  VI.  it  was  changed  into  the 
above  mayoralty  anno  1449,  which  may  be  feea 
in  Sommer's  hiftory  of  this  city. 

fl 

Right  of  Elbctioii.     Is  Veiled  in  the  free* 
men. 

Number  a?  voters — 1000'. 
Returning  officer — The  SherifF. 


MAIDSTONE. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  was 
formerly  gt  the  difpofal  of  the  earl  of  Ailes- 
ford^  but  it  has  emancipated  itfelf  from  that  in^ 
fluence^  and  has  fince  been  divided  in  two  par^ 
ties,  the  one  attempting  to  compliment  the  minify 
ter  with  the  nomination  of  its  members,  the  other 
equally  zealous  in  maintaining  the  independence 
of  its  conflitutional  rights. 

Mr.  Brenchly,  a  brewer  of  this  town^  and  one 
of  the  partners  in  the  Southwark  bank,  who  is 
lately  dcceafed,  was  at  the  bead  of  the  former 
party,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  an  eminent  paper-ma- 

nufafturer. 
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mifaflurftr,  afnl  one  Of  its  prefent  reprefeotatWes^ 
iAet  (he  ledd  df  the  laiier. 

Tbe  death  of  Mr.  Brcnehly  has  confideraWy 
veakened  the  mioidcrial  intereft,  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable, but  at  another  eleciion,  it  may  fluke  off 
the  trammels  of  government  di&ation  entirely. 

The  manor,  which  extends  over  the  whole 
Hundred  of  Maidftone,  belongsto  lord  Rotaney, 
who  has  a  feat  oear  this  borough. 

Ahcient  Stati  and  Rspresentation. 

Maidftone  was  a  Roman  flation,  and  wai 
aociently  reckoned  amohg  the  riiird  of  the 
principal  cities  in  Britain.  It  was  then  called 
Catr-Meiwagt  which  is  thought  to  fignify 
the  meadows  upon  the  river  Vaga,  which  are  here 
very  beautiful.  Its  Roman  name  was  Madavi- 
acis,  or  Vagniacls,  which  was  probably  derived 
Irom  the  Britilh. 

The  town  of  Maldftone  was  anciently  go- 
verned by  a  portreeve  and  1 2  brethren,  and  con- 
tinued fo  till  king  E'Jward  VI,  by  his  let.  pat. 
July  4,  in  his  3d  year,  newly  incorporated  the 
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town,  by  the  ftyle  and  title  of  the- may  or,  jnms^ 
and  commonalty,  of  the  town  of  Maidftone,  in 
the  county  of  Kentk 

1*HESE  privileges  were  not  long  afterwards 
forfeited  by  the  rebellion,  firft  began  in  this 
town  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  knight,  and  othei^ 
principal  gentleman  of  it^  in  the  i  ft  year  of 
queen  Marj'. 

In  this  ftate  of  disfranchifdment  the  toxi/n  re- 
mained till  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  let.  pat.  Dec. 
4,  in  her  2d  year,  again  incorporated  it  with  the 
like  ftyle  as  before,  and  fome  other  additional 
privileges,  among  which  was  a  confirmation  of 
their  ancient  prcfcriptive  right  of  fending  two 
burgelles  to  parliament,  the  granting  to  the 
mayor  the  authority  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  exempting  of  the  townfmen  from  foreign 
fcdions. 

Some  years  after  which  fevcral  doubts  arifing, 
concerning  the  validity  and  meaning  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  laft-mentioncd  letters  patent, 
a  third  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  tc 
this  town  by  king  James  I,  by  let.  pat.  dated 
Dec.  31,  in  his  2d  year,  artna  1684,  by  the  nscmc 

'      '  and 
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iitid  ftyle  of  '*  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty 
bf  the  king's  town  and  parilh  of  Maidftone," 
wherein  all  the  privileges  of  the  former  were 
confirmed,  and  new  ones  granted  by  it.  After 
which  a  fourth  charter  was  likewife  granted  by 
the  fame  kingi  in  his  lytti  year,  anno  1619. 
King  Charles  II,  by  let.  pat.  in  his  34th  year^ 
anno  1682,  incorporated  this  town  anew,  by  the 
like  flyle  and  title  as  the  former;  which  charter 
was  made  ufe  of  in  the  government  of  this  place 
till  the  revolution  in  168S,  after  which  it  was 
entirely  laid  afide 

In  the  reign  of  king  Geoigc  II,  this  corpora- 
tion being  diffolved  by  judgement  oioufter  againft 
its  principal  members,  upon  informations  of 
quo  warranto,  a  new  charter  was  granted  by  that 
king,  by  let.  pat.  dated  at  Wcftminftcr,  June  17* 
in  his  aifl  year,  anno  174S;  in  which  it  is  re- 
cited, that  divers  difputes  having  arifen  of  late 
within  this  town  and  corporation,  and  informa- 
tions in  nature  of  quo  warranto  having  been  pro- 
fccuted  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  judgment  of 
ouJ}er  obtained  againft  all  the  afling  jurats,  fo 
that  the  corporation  was  then  diffolved,  and  the 
town  incapable  of  enjoying  their  liberties  and 

Vol.  II.  M  fran- 
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franchifes,  therefore  the  king,  for  divers  caafij* 
therein  mentioned,  upon  the  petition  of  riie  frce^ 
men,  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
king's  town  and  parifti  of  Maidftone,  grartted 
that  the  town  and  -jflfrifh  ftiould  be  a  free  town 
and  parifli  of  itfelf;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  (hould  be  one  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate, by  the  name  of  "  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com-^ 
mortalty  of  the  king's  town  and  pari(h  of  Maid-*^ 
ftone,  in  the  county  of  Kent,"'  and  by  that  name 
to  have  perpetual  fucceffion,  and  to  acquire  and 
hold  lands  &c.  and  to  alien  the  fame,  and  by  the 
aforementioned  name  to  plead  and  be  impleaded ; 
and  that  they  and  their  fucceflfors  might  have  a 
common  feal,  and  might  break,  change,  and  new 
make  the  fame  at  their  liking ;  and  that  the  faid 
town  and  parifh,  and  the  liberties  and  precindls 
thereof,  Ihould  extend  according  to  the  former 
ancient  boundaries  thereof;  and  that  there  ihould 
be  thirteen  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  and  pa- 
ri(h,  who  (hould  be  chofen  jurats  of  the  fame, 
one  of  whom  fhould  be  chofen  mayor  of  th^e 
King's  Town  and  parilh  of  Maidftone,  which  ju- 
rats, not  being  in  the  office  of  mayor,  (hould  be 
adiftants  to  him  in  every  thing ;  and  that  there 
Hiould  be  forty  of  the  remaining  principal  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  cbofen  common  councilmen  of  the  famt^ 
bII  of  whom,  viz.  mayor,  jurats,  and  common 
councilmen,  fhould  have  power, 'upon  public- 
iummonst  to  make  bye  laws ;  and  that  the  jurat* 
fliouki  be  eleded  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com* 
mort  councilmen  duly  aflembled,  and  the  com- 
mon councilmen  in  like  manner,  with  a  tine  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  fiiid  mayor,  &c.  for  Iheir 
re&fal  of  thofe  offices,  any  of  whom  fhould  be 
remowd  by  the  ttwyor,  &c.  duly  aflembled,  fot 
any  fuHicient  crime  or  notcn-ious  oflcnce ;  and 
that  the  jurats  fliould  aflemHe  on  the  ad  day  of 
Nov.  yearly,  wrthin  the  faid  town,  and  then  no- 
minate two  men,  then  being  jurats,  for  the  reft 
of  the  jurats  and  commonalty  then  prefent  to 
eledt  one  out  Of  the  two  to  be  mayor ;  and  that 
the  perfon  fo  chofcn  {hould  take  an  oath  before 
the  then  laft  mayor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  tw9 
fenior  jurats  then  prefent,  for  the  due  cxecutitrti 
of  his  ofRce ;  and  jn  cafe  of  his  death,  that  ft 
fucceflbr  ihould  be  chofen  in  like  manner?  ahd 
that  the  nrayor,  in  cafe  of  fickncfs  or  abfence, 
Ihould  appoint  one  of  the  jurats  a  deputy  mayor 
for  the  time  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the  mayor  and 
jurats  ftiould  cleft  a  recorder,  t6  hold  his  office 
,  during  their  pleafure ;  «nd  that  he  fliould  have 
M  *  power 
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power  tb  make  a  deputy  recorder  during  his  plca^ 
fure ;  and^that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  common 
council  Ihould  appoint  one  or  two  ferjeants  at 
mac%,  who  Ihould  bear  one  or  two  gilt  or  filvcr 
jnaces,  engraved  with  the  king's  arms,   every 
where  within  the  faid  town  and  parifti  before  the 
mayor.     And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
let,  pat.  December  4,  in  her  fecond  year,  granted 
to  the  faid  mayor,  &c.  one  market  within  the 
faid  town  on  a  Thurfday,  weekly,  with  all  tolls, 
cuftoms,  and  other  profits ;   and  alfo  four  fairs 
in  the  faid  town,  viz.  one  from  noon  on  April 
30th  to  noon  on  May  2d,  another  at  noon  on  the 
eve  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Edmund  the  king  and 
martyr  to  noon  on  the  morrow  after  the  faid 
feaft,  another  at  noon  on  the  eve  of  the  feaft  of 
St.  Faith  until  the  noon  on  the  morrow  of  the 
faid  feaft,  and  the  other  on  the  noon  of  the  feaft 
of  the  Purification  until  the  noon  of  the  morrow 
of  the  faid  feaft,  with  all  tolls,  tributes,  profits^, 
&c.  and  a  Pye-powder  court  to  be  held  in  the 
fame  fairs  and  markets.     And    whereas   king 
James,  by  his  let.  pat.  December  31,  in  his  fe- 
cond year,  regrantcd  and  confirmed  the  markets 
and   fairs,    and   other    liberties   and  privileges 
granted  as  aforefaid ;  and  by  other  let.  pat.  July 

28, 
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a8,  in  his  feventeenth  year,  did  ratify  and  con- 
firm the  faid  markets,  fairs,  courts  of"  pye-pow- 
der,  tributes,  cuftoms,  tolls,  &c.  and  further 
granted,  that  it  Ihould  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
mayor  to  extend  the  market  beyond  the  place 
called  the  market-place,  or  to  hold  it  in  any 
other  place  within  the  fame  town. 

Therefore  the  king,  being  willing  to  (hew 
further  grace  and  favour  to  the  mayor,  &c.  rati- 
fied and  confirmed  the  faid  markets,  fairs,  couns, 
&c.  and  granted  them  to  the  mayor,  &c.  and 
their  fucce^ors  de  nrnjo^  and  that  the,  mayor,  ju- 
rats, and  commonalty,  fhould  nominate^  eicdt,  and 
admit  any  person  or  perfons,  being  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  parjih,  freemen  of  the  fame ;  and 
that  the  recorder,  deputy  recorder,  jurats,  com- 
mon councilmen,  and  freemen,  ftiould  feverally 
make  oath  before  the  mayor  aijd  jurats  for  the 
due  execution  of  their  ofllce^  as  had  been  accufl 
tomcd. 

And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  let. 

pat.  did  grant  to  the  mayor  and  jurats  and  com- 

Hionaliy,  full  power  to  hold  a  coupt  l^efore  the 

jtiayor  in  the  ftitl  town,  from  fourteen  days  to 

founeeii 
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fourteen  days^  on  a  Tuefday,  for  pkas,  as  weH 
oi  ^Mt  oi  novel  dijjiijin^  as  other  p)ea%  aftions^ 
fuits^  &c.  coocerning  lands,  &c.  in  the  (aid 
town  and  pari(b»  although  they  fliould  or  fliould . 
not  exceed  the  fum  of  40s.  and  did  grant  that 
^he  faid  town  and  pari{];t^  and  the  liberties  of  the 
fame  (hould  extend  themfelves:  by  the  water  of 
Medway  from  Eaft  Farleigh  Bridge  unto  Hawk- 
wood,  as  in  the  faid  let.  pat.  more  fully  ap^ 
peared ;  and  whereas  the  water  of  Medway,  be- 
tween the  iaid  turidge  and  Hawk  wood  Qo.wed 
by  and  through  the  faid  town  and  parifh  of 
Maidftpne,  and  by  and  through  the  feveral 
towns  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Barming,  Loze,  Boxley^ 
Allington,  and  by  certain  greets  called  Milhale^ 
and  Newhytbe,  in  the  parilh  of  Eaft  Mailing,  in 
the  county  of  Kent ;  and  the  toWn  and  parifli  of 
Maidftone,  extending  itfelf  promifcuoufly  in, 
by,  and  through  the  town  of  Loze  and  Linton^ 
and  beyond,  and  aUb  by  the  faid  towns  of  £ai( ' 
Farleigh,  Barming^  and  Boxley,  and  by  thq 
town  of  Otham,  according  to  certain  informa, 
tion  given. 

The  king,  intending  to  put  into  certainty, 
and  to  limit  into  what  parifl),  towns,  hamlets,  &c. 

ancl 
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and  how  far  tlie  liberties  and  jurifdi^ions  of  the 
mayor,  &c.  of  the  faid  town  aad  pariQi  fhould 
reach  and  extend,  as  to  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mining pleas  in  the  faid  court,  granted  and  de- 
clared, that  the  liberties  of  the  fame,  and  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  mayor,  &c.  ihould  extend, 
only  as  to  the  cognizance  and  determination  of 
aEUons  and  replevins,  and  to  no  other  intent  and 
purpofe,  into,  by,  and  through  the  faid  towns 
and  pajTilhea  of  Halt  Barming,  Loze,  Boxley, 
AUingtoo,  Milhale,  Newhythe,  Linton,  and 
Otbam;  and  that  for  the  better  executing  the 
faid  anions,  they  might  malce  and  execute  all 
attachments  and  legal  proceffes  into  and  through 
all  the  faid  parifhes,  Itreets,  &c.  And  whereas 
queen  Elizabeth  granted  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  (aid  town  and  parifh  fhould  be  exempted 
from  ferving  on  juries  and  inquiOtions,  except 
in  the  town  of  Maidftonej  the  king  therefore  '" 
granted  and  conBrmed,  that  the  faid  inhabitants 
Ibould  not  be  impanneled  on  any  juries  or  in- 
quifitions  whaifoever,  without  the  faid  town  and 
partlh;  and  that  the  mayor  and  recorder,  and 
three  fenior  jurats,  during  their  ofGces,  Qiould 
be  juftices  of  the  peace  within  the  faid  town  and 
pariQj  J  vid  that  no  juftiQc  of  the  county  fhould 
5  it* 
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in  any  wife  intermeddle  within  the  faid  town  an4 
parifh  ;  which  mayor,  recorder,  and  three  jurats 
aforeraid  (hould  take  an  oath  before  the  reft  of 
the  jurats  for  the  due  execution  of  their  office; 
and  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  three  jurats,  as 
aforefaid,  or  any  three  of  them,  of  whom  the 
mayor  and  recorder  to  be  two,  fhould  hear  and 
determine  all  trefpaffes  and  mifdemeanors  with- 
in the  town  and  pariih,  as  thej'uftices  of  the 
county  were  ufed  to  do,  or  any  tv^o  or  more  of 
them  can  pr  may  do,  as  well  in  and  out  of  their 
feffionfi,  by  the  king's  commiffion,  fo  that  they 
neverthelefs  in  no  wife  pretended  to  the  deter- 
mining of  any  treafon  or  felony,  pr  any  other 
pfFence  touching  the  lofs  of  life  or  member, 
without  the  king's  fpecial  mandate  in  that  be-. 
half. 

And  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty 
ftiould  receive  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  iflue  of 
jurors  for  non-appearance,  and  the  like  for  tref- 
paffes, &c.  before  the  faid  juftices  within  th^ 
faid  town  and  parifh  ;  and  that  the  mayor  for 
the  time  being  fhould  be  coroner  within  the  faid 
town  and  parifh,  and  fhould  make  oath  before 
the  laft  inayor,  or  on  his  death,  &c.  before  twQ 
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pr  mere  of  the  jurats,  of  the  due  execution  of 
his  office,  and  that  no  coroner  for  the  county 
enter  within  the  faid  town  and  pariih.  Sec, 

And  he  granted  to  the  laid  mayor,  &c-  all 
waifs,  eftreats,  fines,  forfeitures,  goods  and  cha- 
tcls  of  felons  and  fugitives,  &c:  before  granted 
by  the  faid  let.  pat.  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  to 
the  faid  mayor  all  return  of  writs,  &c.  within 
the  faid  town  and  parifli;  fothat  the  fherifi^  co- 
roner, or  efcheator,  or  other  the  king's  minifters, 
in  no  wife  intermeddle  within  the  faid  town  and 
parifli.  And  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
monalty fhould  have  and  enjoy  lo  their  own  pro- 
per ufe  all  wharfage,  anchorage,  and  groundage 
of  fhips  and  veffels  coming  to  the  faid  town  and 
parifh,  and  reafonable  fees  and  wages  for  lading 
aiid  unlading  of  merchandizes,  goods,  and  chat- 
tels in  the  faid  ihips  and  veflels  there  to  be  lad- 
ed and  unladed  into  or  out  of  the  fame ;  and  that 
they  Ihould  h^ve  through  the  water  as  aforefaid, 
^rom  £a(t  Farleigh  Bridge  tQ  Hawkwood,  the 
privilege  of  keeping  and  preferving  fwans  and 
Jignets;  and  afwan-mark,  and  the  fame  to  alter 
^t  their  pleafure,  and  alfo  all  fwans  and  fignets 
tbfpugh  the  faid  waters,  within  the  bounds  and 
limjU) 
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limits  aforefaid  and  the  banks  s^id  ground  of 
the  fame,  building  nefts,  breeding  or  frequent- 
ing, and  not  legally  marked  with  the  fwan-mark 
aforefaid,  and  full  power  to  purfue,  retake,  and 
bring  back  the  fwansand  Cgnets  aforefaid,  fwim- 
ming  or  wandering  by  water  and  land  out  of  the 
limits  aforefaid,  without  hirvdrance  of  the  king, 
his  officers  or  miniilers^  or  other  perfons  what* 
foever. 

And  that  the  faid  mayor,  &c.  for  the  better 
fupport  pf  the  charges  of  the  town  and  parilh 
aforefaid,  or  for  other  reafonable  caufes,  or  for 
the  public  good  and  benefit  of  the  faid  town  and 
parifh,  and  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  fhould 
from  time  to  time  make  and  aflefs  reafonable 
taxes  and  aflcflinents  upon  thcmfelves  and  every 
inhabitant  there,  and  levy  the  fame  by  diftrefs, 
or  any  other  Ic^al  manner,  as  they  have  hitherto- 
fore  been  ufed  and  accuftomed ;  and  he  likewife 
confirmed  to  them  all  lands,  goods,  liberties  and 
franchifes,  as  they  had  ever  heretofore  held,  ufed 
and  enjoyed  the  fame,  with  a  mn  obfiante  to  all 
omiflions,  or  other  matter  whatfoever ;  ^nd  that 
they  fhould  have  the  fame  fealed  with  the  great 
feal,  without  fee  or  reward,  &c, 

Bv 
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5v  the  Jibove  charter  the  corporation  adl  at 
thii  time,  their  exclulivejurifditftion^aa  fuch  ex- 
teni^ng  over  the  town  apd  parifti  of  Maidflone, 
and  on  the  river  Medway,  from  Eaft  Farleigh 
Bridge  to  a  piece  of  land  called  Hawkwood  in 
Burham,  in  all  matters  whattbevcr  as  within  the 
fame;  and  for  the  cognizance  and  decerminaEioi} 
of  aftions  and  replevins  to  the  further  extent  of 
the  towns  and  parishes  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Bann- 
ing, Loze,  Boxley,  Allington,  Linton,  and 
Otham,  and  the  hamlets  of  Mithaje  in  Ayles- 
ford,  and  Newhythe  in  the  paitilh  of  Eaft  MaU 
ling. 

Right  o?  Election, — Is  in  the  freemen  not 
receiving  alms  or  charity,  7  Feb.  1701.  8  Dec 
1702. 

Number  OF  VOTERS.    600. 
Keturnsng  officer.     The  Mayor, 

Case  of  Bribery. 
Dec.  8, 1702.     Re/olved^  Thatthelate  elcdHon 
of  burgefles  for  the  faid  borough  of  Maidftonc, 
j,s  a  void  cledjtign. 

He/ohed, 
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Refolved,  That  no  warrant  do  iffue  during  thi^f 
fcflion  of  parliament,  for  the  making  out  a  new 
writ  for  the  eledling  burgefles-for  the  faid  bo- 
rough of  Maidftone. 

Refolved^  That  Gcrvas  Hely  is  guilty  of  in- 
dircdt  and  corrupt  pradlices,  in  order  to  the  pro- 
curing members  to  be  elcfted  to  ferve  in  parlia-, 
mcnt  for  the  faid  borough  of  Maidftone. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  Gervas  Hely  be,  for  his 
fiiid  offence,  taken  into  cuftody. 

Vexatious  Petition. 

Feb.  7,  1 701.  B^efohed^  That  Tbp.  Colepep-r 
per,  Efq.  who  was  one  of  the  inftrupents  in  pro- 
moting  and  prcfcnting  a  fcandalous,  infolent,  and 
feditious  petition,  commonly  called  the  Kentijb 
petition^  tp  jthe  hpufe  of  commons,  h^jth  been 
guilty  of  corrupt,  fcandalous,  and  indiredl  prac^ 
ticcs,  in  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelf  to  be 
cleded  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Maidftone. 

There  is  another  refolution^  Th^t  he  is  guilty  of 
afpcffing  the  laft  houfe  of  commons; 


Ordered,  That  the  faid  Tho.  Colepepper,  Efq. 
be,  for  his  faid  offence,  committed  to  Newgate. 

QUEENBOROUGH. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  has 
been  very  juftly  confidered  for  many  years  as  a 
government  borough  ;  for  there  has  been  no  in- 
ftancc,  fince  1727,  although  there  has  been  many 
contcfted  elcftions,  of  any  member  being  return- 
ed in  oppofitton  to  adminidration.  From  1727 
to  1754,  the  eledtions  were  carried  on  by  the 
united  interefls  of  government  and  Capt.  Evans, 
who  refided  in  this  place,  and  had  the  lead  for 
many  yearsin  the  corporation.  From  1754,  un- 
til the  prcfcnt  time,  the  intereft  has  been  divided 
between  the  boards  of  ordnance  and  admiralty  ; 
each  has  conftantly  carried  a  member ;  and  for  the 
laft  fixteen  years,  by  the  mere  power  of  office,  in 
oppofition  to  the  corporation,  and  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Evans's  family. 

Thz  fyftcmatiC  application  of  the  patronage 
ofthe  board  of  ordnance  to  the  purpofes  of  ac- 
quiring an  influence  in  this  borough,  has  been 
attended  with  aprogrcflive  increafe  of  their  efta- 
blilhmcnt  on  the  Thames  and  Med  way,  and  a  very 
large 
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large  addition  to  the  expettcc  of  carrying  frn  the 
fervice  by  vefTels  employed  on  thofe  rivers.  It  sip^ 
pears  from  official  documents  laid  before  thehoufc 
of  commons,  that  it  amounted  in  1754  to  742I. 
But  it  now  amounts(exclufive  of  the  oLpencfi-of  ved 
fels  the  property  of  government),  to  2 1 90I.  8§.  ^d. 
How  far  the  real  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice 
may  require  and  juftify  fo  confiderable  an  aug« 
mentation,  we  cannot  pretend  to  decide ;  as  thofe 
who  are  moft  competent  have  fo  widely  differed 
in  their  opinions  on  the  fubjeft.  On  the  conclu-^ 
fion  of  the  lafl  war.  Lord  Townfhend,  the  maftet 
general  of  the  ordnance,  ordered  the  eflablifti- 
ment  (the  cxpence  of  which  was  then  250I.  fer 
annum  lefs  than  at  prefent),  to  be  reduced.  But 
it  has  fince,  by  his  fuccelTor  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, been  thought  neceflary  to  be  encreafed. 

AncientState  and  Representation.  This 
town,  which  isthemofl  principal  in  the  Ifle  of 
Shepey,  has  the  greateft  claim  to  antiquity.  Its 
caftle  was  ereded  fo  early  as  Edw.  III.  who  is 
faid,  likewife,  to  have  built  the  town  in  honour 
of  his  queen.  The  caftle  appears  to  have  been 
credled  nor  only  for  defence,  but  as  a  place  of 
refuge  whenever  the  inhabitants  were  invaded. 

The 
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tThe  caftte  becoming  ruinous,  was  rep^red  by 
Hen.  VUI.  who,  at  the  &rae  time,  caufed  block*. 
lioufes  to  be  ereifted  along  the  fea  coafl.  This 
town  feems  to  have  teen  one  of  thofe  that  were 
not  fuffered  to  exercife  the  firft  right  of  dtizens, 
that  of  (ending  itprefentativesto  parliamoK,  un* 
til  royalty  ch(3ife  to  extend  to  them  the  privilege. 
And  this  effential  franchife  to  die  liberty  of  the 
ftibjedt  was  not  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  until 
the  i2th£liz. 

CoRpoRATiOH.  The  burgeffes  were  firft  in* 
corporated  by  Edw.  III.  who  granted  to  them 
the  privilege  of  choofing,  annually,  a  mayor  and 
two  bailiffs.  The  prefent  corporation '  was  cfta- 
blilhed  by  a  charter  of  Charles  I."  and  confifts  of 
3  mayor,  four  jurats,  and  two  bailiifs,  aconfta- 
ble,  town-ferjeant,  and  a  water-bailiff.  It  has 
likewife  the  cognizance  of  pleas. 

Right  of  Election.  The  right  of  eleflion 
has  never  been  difputcd  in  parliament.  But  in 
1729,  it  was  agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor,  juratj, 
bailiffs,  and  burgeffes.  '; 

RETtmNiNG  OfncER—The  Mayor. 
I^ATRONS— Ordnance  and  Admiralty. 

Number 


IJS  Of  EENBOROUGH. 

Number  of  voters.  Before  Mr.  Crewe's  bill;  ;;  ' 
there  were  152  ;  but  ai  being  difqualified  by 
that  bill,  there  are  only  131.  At  prefcnt,  out  of 
131  perfons  entitled  to  vote  for  this  borough,  23 
hold  places  under  the  ordnance,  and  1 1  under  the  • 
admiralty,  of  whofe  fituations  and  emoluments 
we  have  here  annexed  a  correft  accounts 
There  are  alfo  7  officers  in  the  navy,  i  in  the 
artillery,  and  14  or  15  ordnance  labourers  on  the 
gun-wharfs  at  Shcernefs  and  Purfleet.  In  time  of 
war  the  ordnance  intereft  is  confiderably  encreaf. 
€d  by  the  employment  of  Queenborough  bOJitSj^ 
and  extra  araft  for  carrying  floret. 


LIST 
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List  of  places 

tJnder  the  Ordnance  and  Navy  Boards,  held  by 
Freemen  of  QuEENBORouGH,  with  their  An- 
nual Salaries,  and  the  Number  of  Freemen 
holding  them  refpeftively  under  the  Ordnance. 


Names  of  Places, 


Purveyor  of  Shipping    — ^ 
Storekeeper  at  Sheernefs  100     o  o 
And  Barrack  Maftcr,  at 

2  s.  per  day    -     -     -  54  la  o 


Clerkof  the  Survey  at  Woolwich 
Clerk  of  the  Checque  at  Sheernefs 
Clerk  of  the  Survey  at  Chatham 
Clerk  in  the  Clerk  of  the  Checque"! 
office,  at  Sheerneft      -      -      - 
Overfecr  of  Labourers  at  Sheer- 
nefs, at  jJ-St/./iiff  day     _     -     . 
Sluice   Mafters,   at  2  s.  per  day 
each      -      -     -     -     -     -  ■  '- 

Wharf-man  at  the  Tower,  at  a  s. 
per  day     ----__ 

Gunner  at  Sheernefs     _     _     - 
Mafter  of  a  Gun-Hoy  at  160/.  per 
ann.   for  himfelf,  and  to   find 
three  men- when  on  fervice  - 

Carried  over  -  - 
L.  IT.  N 
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lOO  o  o 
80  o  o 
130    00 

50    o  o 

.63  H  o 

72  16  o 

36     8  O 

21       00 

160    o  o 


938  10  o 
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N*»of 
Free- 
men. 


23 


Names  of  Places. 


Brought  over 

Mafter  of  a  Sloop,  at  270/.  per 
ann.  for  himfelf  and  feven  men 

Matters  of  Powder-Boats,  at  168  /. 
per  ann.  each,  for  himfelf,  and  to 
find  two  men  and  a  bpy  when 
on  fervice      ------ 

Mml^of  Sloops,  Powder-Boats, 
or  Gun-Hoys,  at  48  /.  per  ann. 
each    ------- 


Ann.  Salaries* 


938  10  o 
2170    o  a 


672    o  d- 


288    o  o 


m^^ 


ii68  10  o 


a 
1 

1 
t 

II 


UNDER  Tm  NAVr. 

Matters  of  Tranfporcs,   Lighters, 
or  Long-boats,  at  about  40/. 
per  ann.  each     -    -    -      -    - 

Quarterman  in  Shecrnefs  Yard    - 
Boatfwains      -      -      -     -    ^    - 

Ship  Carpenter      -    -    -    -    - 

Purfer     -------- 

Gunner     *.--..,.-- 


20b    o  o 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY, 


POLI 


Character. 


1  HE  eftates  and  conncftions  of  the  earl  of  Der- 
by, together  with  his  lordlhip's  perfona!  influence, 
always  fccures  the  eletftion  of  one  of  the  reprc- 
fentatives  for  this  county.  The  choice  of  the 
other  is  indepcndenti 

Ancient  State.  Lancafhire  was  thus 'called 
from  its  Saxon  name  Loncajlerfcyre,  which  was 
derived  from  Lancafter,  the  county  town.  This 
is  a  maritime  county,  in  the  north-weft  part  of 
England,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Cumberland 
and  Weftmoreland,  on  the  eaft  by  Yorkfliire,  on 
the  fouth  by  Chefhire,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
irilh  Tea  ;  extending  fifty-feven  miles  in  length 
from  north  to  fouth,  thirty-two  in  breadth  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  a  hundred  andTevcnty  in  circum- 
ference. 

In  the  time  of  the  ancient  Britons  and  Ro- 
mans, this  country  was  part  of  the  large  territory 
inhabited  by  the  Brigames,  and  there  are  two  Ro-   " 

'  N  2  man 
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man  military  ways  that  enter  it,  one  from  Welt--' 
moreland,  and  the  other  from  Yorklhire.     Under 
the  Saxon  heptarchy  it  became  fubjeft  to  the 
kings  of  Northumberland.     King   Edward  III. 
made  it  a  county  palatine,  in  favour  of  his  fon 
John  of  Gaunt,  and  it  has  ftill  a  court,  which  fits 
in  the  duchy  chamber  at  Weftminfter,  and-  takes 
cognizance  of  all  caufes  that  any  way  concern  the 
revenue  belonging  to  that  duchy ;  the  chief  judge 
of  which  is  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy,  who  i« 
aflifted  and  attended  by  the  attorney-general,  the 
receiver-gener^l,^  the  auditor  of  the  north  and 
fouth  parts  of  the  duchy,  the  king's  ferjeant  and 
council,  the  fecrctary,  deputy-clerk  and  fegifter, 
an  uftier,  deputy  uftier,  and  meflenger ;  as  alfb  a 
court  of  chancery,  appointed  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  caufes,  according  to  fome  peculiar  cuf-^ 
toms  ufed  among  themfelves,  which  is  held  at 
Prefton*     The  chancellor  is  chief  judge  of  this 
court  alfoy  and  has  proper  officers  under  hirii, 
fuch  as  a  vice-chancellDr,  an  attorney-general, 
chief  clerk,  regifter  and  examiner;  five  attornies 
and  clerks,  a  prothonotary  and  his  deputy,  and 
clerks  of  the  crown  and  peace. 

From  the  time  that  Lancaftiire  w^s  made  a 
couoty  palatine,  the  town  of  Lancafter  gave  the 

title 
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I'ltlc  of  duke  to  a  branch  of  the  royal  family,  till 
the  union  of  the  houfcs  of  York  and  Lancafter, 
by  the  marriage  of  king  Hen.  VII.  of  the  Lancaf- 
ter  line,  with  Elizabeth,  heirefsofthe  houfe  of 
York. 

This  county  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds, 
has  no  city,  and  only  twenty-feven  market  towns. 
It  lies  in  the  province  of  York  and  diocefeof 
Chefter,  and  contains  fixty-threc  parilhcs,  which 
are,  in  general,  much  larger  than  thpfe  of  any 
other  county  in  England,  and  very  populous  j  for 
which  reafon  there  arc  many  chapels  in  the  coun- 
ty, feveral  ofwhichareas  largeasparifhchurchcs. 
It  fends  fourteen  members  to  parliament,  two 
knightsof  the  ftiire,  and  two  reprefentatives  for 
each  of  the  following  boroughs.  Lsncafter,  Li- 
verpool, Prcflon,  Newton,  Wigan,  and  Clithero, 

LANCASTER, 
Political  Character.  The  earl  of  Lonf, 
dale  has  attempted,  for  ihefe  three  laft  parlia- 
ments, to  bring  rhis  town  within  the  vortex  of  his 
parliamentary  intcreft,but  he  has  been  always  foil- 
f  d  by  a  great  majority.  It  contains,  at  this  time, 
about 
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about  1 1 60  houfes,  and  fomewhcre  about  i6oe| 

families.     'At  the' lift  eledion  1800  voted,  700  of 

•  .*■•■.- 

of  whom  only  live  ii>  Lancaller.  By  the  charter^ 
freemen  only  have  a  vote  ;  but  the  moft  glar- 
ing corjuption  lies  in  making  thofe  freemen. 
A  freeman's  fdn,  or  a  freeman's  apprentice,  with- 
in. the  borough,  is  entitled  to  take  up  his  free- 
4om  whenever  ne  pleafes,  on  paying  into  the 
hands  of  the  riiayor  or  bailiff  1 1,  ys.  6d.  This 
fum  is  moIT  generally  paid  by  the  oppofing  can- 
didatcs,  arid  the  greateft  number  of  freemen,  thu^ 
made,  turns  the  fcalc  of  the  elcdion.  Hence,  a^ 
ihip-building  and  the  cabinet  bufincfs  are  the 
only  manufaclories  there,  he  who  has  moft  fliips 
to  build  or  repair,  or  he  who  will  lay  out  a  few 
hundreds  in  mahogany  furniture,  is  mofl  like- 
ly to  carry  his  eletflion.  The  journeymen  arc  at 
the  command  of  their  mafters;  they  get  intoxi- 
cated during  the  canvas,  and  having  5s.  to  eat 
and  drink  on  thedayofeledtion,  they  give  a  (houtj^ 
and  go  quietly  to.  work  again.  The  revenue  of- 
'  iicers  are  about  twenty-five,  but  many  of  therr^ 
f^re  not  freemen,  and  therefore  had  no  votes.  The 
numbers  at  the  lafl  eledion  on  the  poll  were,  fo^* 
Sir  G.  Warren,  Bart.  1015 

John  Dent,  Efq.         -       loiz 
Richard. Penn,  Efa.  453 
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Ancient  State.  Lancafter  town  derived  its 
name  from  the  river  Lon,  or  Lun,  on  which  it  is 
featcd,  it  being  called  by  the  inhabitants  Loncaf- 
(cr.  Itis  ficuated  near  eight  miles  to  the  north  of 
Garftang,  eighty-nine  miles  weft  of  York,  fixry- 
cight  fouth  of  Carlifle,  and  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two north-north -weft  of  London,  It  was  a 
Roman  ftation,  and  is  the  ancient  Longovicum 
mentioned  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  where 
the  Roman  lieutenant  of  Britain  kept  in  garrifon 
a  company  called  the  Longovici.  Several  uten- 
fils  ufcd  in  facrifice,  and  a  variety  of  Roman 
coins,  have  been  dug  up  here ;  and  on  the  fteep- 
eft  fide  of  the  hill,  near  the  church,  hangs  a  piece 
of  an  old  Roman  wall,  now  called  Werywall. 
The  ancient  town  indeed  was  not  exadly  upon 
the  fame  fpoc  on  which  Lancafter  now  llands; 
for  the  old  Longovicum  being  deftroyed  by  the 
Scots  in  the  year  1322,  the  new  town  was  built 
nearer  the  river,  and  is  in  a  fine  fituation,  hav, 
ing  a  profpetfl  over  the  harbour  and  country. 
The  caftle  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  fineft  mo- 
numents of  antiquity  that  this  kingdom  can  boaft 
of;  for  the  ditch  was  made  by  the  command  of 
the  emperor  Adrian,  in  the  year  134,  andagar- 
rjfon  was  placed  here  by  him ;  who,  for  their  bet- 
ter 
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ter  fecurity,  eredlcd  a  tower  towards  the  wtA:.  In 
the  year  305,  Conftantine  Chlorus,  father  of  Con- 
ftantine  the  Great,  built  another  handfome  towey 
facing  tho  town,  both  of  which  are  now  {landing. 
After  the  Norman  conqueft,  this  caftle  was  confi- 
derably  enlarged  ;  and  John,  earl  of  Moreton  and 
Lancafter,  contributed  the  mod  to  its  grandeur, 
by  erecSling  the  beautiful  tower,  now  called  the 
Gatehoufc.     Afterwards,  when  he  was  king,  he 
gave  audience  in  it  to  the  French  ambafladors, 
and  alfo  here  received  homage   from  Alexander, . 
king  of  the  Sc9ts,  whom  he  had  vanqui{hed.     It 
is  at  prefent  the  county  jail,  and  the  affizes  have 
been  held  in  it  near  five  hundred  years.     On  the 
top  of  this  caftle  there  is  a  fqjare    cower,  called 
John  of  Gaunt's  chair,  where  there  is  a  beautiful 
and  extcnfive  profpecfl  of  the  adjacent  country, 
and  of  the  fea.     Here  is  but  one  church,  which 
is  a  handfpme  ftrudlure  with  a  fquarc  tower,  and 
ftands  pn  the  very  top  of  the  caftle  hilL     Here 
arealfoacuftom-houfc,  andaftone  bridge  of  five 
arches  over  the  river  Lon ;    but  the  port  is  (6 
choaked  with    fand^,   that   it  will  pot  admit  of 
fhips  of  any  confidcrable  burden.     It  has,  how-  * 
ever,  fome  trade  to  America,  in  which  veflels  pf 
fcventy  tons  burden  are  employed,  and  the  inha- 
bitant^ 
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bitants  export  thither  hardware  and  wcwUen  ma, 
nufadurc;  but  they  would  probably  have  more 
t|-ade,  if  the  country  about  it  was  not  fo  thinly 
peopled,  on  account  of  its  barrennefs,  which  oc- 
cafions  the  demand  for  fugars  and  other  commo- 
dities brought  back  from  America  to  be  but 
fmall.  Camden  informs  us,  that,  in  his  time, 
the  town  was  not  populous,  and  that  ^^  inhabi- 
tants were  all  hulbandmcn ;  but  at  prefent  the 
cafe  is  much  altered,  it  being  well  inhabited,  and 
pthrivingplace. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  earl  Rogers,  of 
Ppidicrs,  in  the  year  1 094,  gave  the  church  of  St. 
Mary  at  Lancafter,  with  fome  lands  here,  to  the 
abbey  of  St.  Maftin  de  Sagio,  or  Sees,  in  Nor- 
mandy; upon  \yhich  a  pfiorand  five  bcnedidline 
monks  from  thence  were  placed  at  Lancaftcr» 
who  with  three  priefts,  two  clerks  and  fervants, 
made  up  a  fmall  monaftery,  fubordinate  to  the 
foreign  houfe,  which  was  endowed  with  the  year- 
ly revenue  of  about  Sol.  After  the  diflblution  pf 
alien  priories,  this,  with  the  lands  belonging  to 
it,  was  annexed  by  Henry  V.  to  Sion  abbey  in 
^iddlefex.  There  was  a  Franqifcan  convent 
near 
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near  the  bridge,  but  we  are  not  informed  of  any 
particulars  concerning  it^ 

Here  was  likewife  a  houfc  of  Dominican,  or 
Black  friars,  founded  by  Sir  Hugh  Harrington, 
knight,  about  the  fourth  year  of  king  Henry  IIL 
^nd  alfoan  hofpital  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  for 
a  mafter,  chaplain,  and  nine  poor  perfons,  three  of 
whom  were  to  be  lepers.  This  was  founded  by 
king  John  while  he  was  carl  of  Morton ;  but 
Henry  duke  of  Lancarter,  in  about  the  thirtieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edw.  III.  annexed  it  to  the 
punnery  of  Seton  in  Cumberland. 

This  borough,  which  was  fo  made  in  the  4th 
of  Richard  I.  having  fcnt  members  the  ajd,  26th^ 
33d,  and  35th  of  Edw.  I. ;  .8th  and  19th  of  Edw. 
JI.;  and  ift,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  of  Edw.  lit; 
ceafed  fending  till  Edw.  VIch's.  rime,  when  it 
was  reftored,  with  Prqfton^  Wigan,  and  Liver-, 
pool. 

Corporation.  Confills  of  a  mayor,  a  recor-, 
der,  twelve  aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  12  capital 
burgeffes,  12  common  burgefics,  a  town  clerk^i 
gnd  two  ferjeants  at  mace, 

•WW      _ 
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King  John  confirmed  to  the  burgeffes  all  the 
liberties  he  had  granted  to  thofe  of  the  city  of 
Bridot ;  and  king  £dw.  III.  granted  to  the  mayor 
and  bailiBs,  the  privilege  of  having  the  pleas  - 
and  feffions  held  here,  and  no  where  elfe  in  the 
country.  This  town  has  given  the  title  of  duke 
fo  many  branches  of  the  royal  family. 

Right  op  Election — by  the  charter,  is  in  the 
freemen, 

Number  of  voters.     1800. 
Returning  officeh.       The  Mayor  and  tWQ 
bailiHs.  - 


P  R  E  S  T  O  M, 

Political  Character.  A  queftion  has  been 
at  iffue  for  near  a  century  and  a  half.  Whether 
the  right  of  eleflion  for  this  borough  was  in  |he 
jn-burgelfcs  of  the  laft  guild,  and  thofe  admitted 
fnceby  copyof  court-roll^  or  in  the  inhabitant^ 
pot-wallers  i" 

This  queftion  has  come  twice  before  the  boufe 

ftf  commons,  previous  to  the  paffing  of  the  Gren- 

vills. 
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vifle  2i6i,  firft  on  the  i8th  of  December,  1661 1 
fecondljr,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1768  ;  and 
twice  more  fince  the  paffing  of  that  adl.  Firft, 
upon  the  petition  of  John  Fenton  Cawthorne, 
Efq.  againft  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  and 
Sir  H.  Hoghion,  in  17S0 ;  and  again  upon  the 
petition  of  Michael  An'gelo  Taylor,  Efq.  againft 
thp  fame  fitting  members,  in  1784;  in  all  of 
"which  cafes  it  was  determined,  that  the  right  of 
cleftion  was  in  the  inhabitants  at  large. 

This  is  a  large  and  populous  town.  The 
earl  of  Derby  has  a  very  handfome  houfe  here, 
and  hasfufficicnt  influence  to  return  one  of  its 
inembers  ;  the  other  feat  is  generally  carried  by 
the  diffenting  intereft. 

Ancient  State.  Prefton,  which  is  an  abbre-? 
viation  of  Prie*ft-town,  was  fo  called  from  its  be- 
ing inhabited  by  a  great  number  of  religious,  and 
is  •a  large  handfome  borough,  feated  on  a  de- 
lightful eminence  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
Ribble,  over  which  is  a  fine  ftone  bridge,  and 
was  incorporated  by  king  Henry  II.  It  rofe  out 
of  the  ruins  of  Ribchefter,  now  a  village,  but  an- 
ciently a  very  confidcrable  city  in  the  neighbour- 
)iood,  and  is  a  place  of  reUdence  for  the  officers 

belonging 
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tclonging  to  the  chancery  of  the  county  palatine. 
The  duke  of  Hamilton  was  routed  here,  wiieu  he 
brought  an  army  from  Scotland  to  afEll  king  Cha. 
1.  as  werelikewife  the  Englifli  rebels  in  theyear 
1715^  who  had  taken  arms  againfl  king  George  I. 
when  the  forces  belonging  to  the  king  were  obli- 
ged to  fct  fire  to  the  houfes  in  order  to  diflodgc 
the  rebels,  who  fired  on  them  from  the  roofs  and 
windows ;  but  the  town  was  afterwards  amply  re- 
compenfed  by  the  government  for  the  damage 
the  inhabitants  had  fullained  :  after  which  the 
town  rofe  more  beautiful  than  before.  This 
happened  on  the  12th  of  November,  1715,011 
the  very  day  that  the  Scotch  rebels  were  routed 
in  Scodand. 

Tflis  borough,  which  was  fo  inade  by  Hen.  II. 
having  fent  members  to  parliament  in  the  23d, 
26th,  33d,  and  3Sth  of  Edw.  I.  and  in  the  rft  of 
£dw.  II.  intermitted  fending  till  Edward  VI. 
when  it  was  rcftored. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  aldermen,  four  under  aldermen,  feven- 
leen  common  couneil-men,  and  a  town-clerk. 
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RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

1661,  1 8th  December.     All  the  inhabitants 
have  voices  in  the  eledtion. 

1768,  29th  November.  Not  to  admit  counfel 
ta  produce  evidence,  in  order  to  fhew  that  thef 
right  of  eleiflion  for  the  faid  borough  was  in  all 
the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  laft  determina- 
tion of  the  houfe,  or  that  the  words,  "all  the  in^ 
**  habitants,"  mentioned  in  the  faid  determina- 
tion of  the  houfe,  mean  only,  "  fuch  in-burgeflcs 
*'  of  the  laft  guild,  or  thofe  admitted  fince  by 
copy  of  court-roll,  as  are  inhabitants  of  thef 
place,'*  but  all  the  inhabitants  at  large. 


fC 
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Number  of  voters — 600. 
Returning  officers — The  mayor  and   two 
bailiffs. 

Patron — The  earl  of  Derby. 


LIVERPOOL,  LEVER  POOL,  or  LIRPOOL. 

Political    Character.     This    great   com- 
mercial town  is  entirely  free,  both  from  arifto- 
cratical  a:nd  miniflerial  influence.     Previous  ta 
the  reign  of  Charles  IL  the  freemen  at  large 
3  exercifcd 
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CXercifcd  the  right  of  chufing  their  own  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common  council,  as  in  the  city  of 
London,  but  fince  that  time  the  body  corporate 
have  alTumed  the  power  of  filling  up  all  va- 
cancies, without  ihcir  will  and  approbation. 
They  have  now,  however,  rcfumed  their  right, 
which  had  been  fo  arbitrarily  and  illegally  with- 
held from  them,  and  have,  on  St.  l.ukc's  day 
laft,  chofen  their  own  mayor.  At  the  laft  gene- 
ral eledion,  adminiftration  and  oppoficion  uni- 
ted their  forces  in  the  pcrfons  of  lord  Penrhyn 
and  Mr.  Bambcr  Gafcoigne,  but  the  indepen- 
dent freemen  beheld  this  unnatural  union  with 
that  deteftation  which  it  defervcd,  and  refolved 
jnftantly  to  crufh  this  monflrous  produftion  at 
its  birth.  The  gallant  colonel  Tarlcton  was,  in 
his  abfcnce,  propofed  by  them  as  a  proper  perfon 
to  fupport  their  own  dignity  and  real  confe- 
quence,  and  to  withftand  the  formidable  junc- 
tion ;  and  the  fuccefs  which  he  met  with  at  the 
poll,  (hewed  him  not  unworthy  of  the  diftin- 
guifhed  honor  they  intended  him: 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  were,    for 
Banaftre  Tarleton,  Efq.      1257 
Bamber  Gafcoigne  887 

Lord  Penrhyn  716 

He.vry 
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Henry  Blundel,  Efq.  the  prefcnt  mayo?, 
who  was  cledled  to  that  office  by  the  freemen  a£ 
large,  has  taken  pofleflion  of  the  town  treafury, 
and  thereby  prevented  the  corporation  frorai 
fupporting  their  aflumed  claims  at  the  expence 
of  the  public  chamber.  The  legal  dccifion  of 
this  queftion  is  of  the  firft  importance  to  every 
corporate  city  and  town  in  the  kingdom,  as  it 
will  determine  whether  a  large  community  is  to 
be  governed  by  a  felf-eledled  junto,  or  by  a  ma- 
giftracy,  who  are  to  derive  th^ir  authority  frorrf 

•  •      •    • 

the  voice  of  the  people. 

I 

Ancient  State.  This  town,  which  is  feated 
on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  river  Merfey,  and 
fcems  to  have  been  very  inconfiderablc  in  for* 
mer  times,  is  fcarce  mentioned  in  hiftory,  ex- 
cept when  prince  Rupert  took  it  by  florm  in  the 
^reat  rebellion,  as  he  was  marching  to  the  relief 
of  that  illuftrious  heroine  the  couritefs  of  Derbv. 
xhen  beficged  in  Latham-houfe  by  the  parlia- 
ment forces.  But  within  thefe  fifty  years,  it 
hath  increafed  fo  prodigioufly  in  trade,  that  it  is 
now  faid  fo  be  the  greatcft  fea-port  in  Engbndy 
except  London,  it  being  thought  to  exceed 
even  Briftol.     The  merchants  here  trade  to  all 

part% 
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piTts,  except  Turkc]!:  and  the  Eaft-Indies ,-  btit 
dxir  moft  beneficial  trade  is  to  Guinea  and  the 
Weft-Indies,  bj  which  many  have  raifed  great 
fortunes.  The  incfeafe  Of  its  trade  for  a  century 
paft  cannot  be  better  afcertained,  than  by  a  view 
of  the  great  number  of  Ihips  belonging  to  the 
town,  or  which  have  been  cleared  out  at  the 
port,  for  any  two  years  at  fome  confiderable  dif> 
tanccoftimc.  In  1565,  "the  trade  of  the  place 
iccms  to  have  been  carried  on  folely  by  their 
own  (hips  and  boats,  of  which  they  had  twelve, 
that  in  the  whole  amounted  to  no  more  than 
two  hundred  and  twenty-three  tons,  and  em-  - 
ployed  but  feventy-fivc  fcamen. 

The  Exchange,  which  coft  30,000 1,  is  ereiled 
on  the  fpot  where  the  town-houfe  flood,  at 
the  top  of  Water-flreet,  and  is  a  grand  ediiice 
of  white  ftone,  built  in  the  form  of  a  fquare, 
round  which  are  piazzas  for  the  merchants  to 
walk  in.  Above  flairs  are  the  mayor's  offices, 
the  feffions-hall,  the  council-chamber,  and  two 
elegant  balUrooms. 

The  cuftom-houfe  is  a  n«it  building  of  brick 
and  flone,  fttuated  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
docks.    There  are  three  large  iftid  commodious 

Vol.  II.  O  docks, 
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docks,  fccurcd  by  iron  gates,  through  whicfc 
fhips  fail,  on  their  coming  to  the  town.  Iil 
thcfe  docks  they  lie  clofe  to  the  Ihore,  and  land 
their  goods  with  the  greateft  facility ;  and  the 
gates  being  (hut,  they  arc  fecured  from  winter 
ftorms.  There  is  alfo  a  new  playhoufe  in 
Drury-lane,  where  players  perform  in  the  fum- 
i^ner  feafbn. 

This  town,  which  contains  four  livings,  was 

once  in  the  parifh  of  Walton,  but  is  now  fe- 

parated    from    it    by  ad:  of  parliament,    not- 

withftanding  which  it  pays  to  the  reftor  forty 

Ihillings  per  annum  \   two  of  thefe  livings  arc 

in  the  gift  of  the  corporation,  and  the  chaplains 

have  each  120 1.  a  year;  the  other  two  are  a  joint 

redlory,  alfo  in  the  gift  of  the  corporation,  with 

two  reQ:ors,  who  have  each  1 50 1.  per  annum ^  and 

officiate  at  them  alternately  ;  they  have  likewifc 

llirplice  fees  of  the  whole  town  %  fees  are  alfa 

paid  to  the  minifters  ^ho  do   the  duty  of  the 

other  churches.    An  adl  was  pafled  a  few  years  ago, 

to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  build  two  churches 

more,  one  of  which  was  foon  after  begun  near 

the  Ladies  Walks,  a  very  pleafant  place,  which 

commands  a  fine  view  of  the  river  and  the  Che- 

iliire  (liore. 

This 
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This  town  fent  members  23  and  35  Edward  I. 
but  made  no  other  raurn  till  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
annually  chofen  on  St.  Luke's  day,  a  recorder, 
and  common  council  of  forty-one,  including  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  town  clerk. 

Whoever  has  borne  the  office  of  mayor  is  af- 
terwards Ayled  an  alderman. 

Right  of  Election — 1729,  ^th  March.    Wz»  • 
agreed  by  the  counfel  on  both  fides  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  and  freemen  of  the  faid  borough, 
and  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  of  voters — 2360. 
Returning  officsrs— The  mayol-  atid  two 
haili^. 

CLtTHEROE. 

Political  Character.     A  rtifoIuticSn  of  the 

houfe  of  commons  having  vefted  the  right  of 

election  for  this  borough  in  a  peculiar  kind  of 

burgage  tenure,  the  real  number  of  which  is 

O  3  not 
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not  more  thsin  iotVfJcwo,  a  conteft  has  (ubfideJ 
for  many  yeairs  betwten  Thomas  Lifter,  E% 
who  is  in  the  intetcft  of  oppofition,  and  Alhetoit 
Curzon,  Efq.  who  cfpoufes  that  of  adminiftra- 
tion  I  the  former  was  focccfsfiil  at  the  cIe<5Uons  o£ 

« 

T780  and  17S4,  but  the' parties  have  fincc  found 
k  convenient  to  compromife  their  interefts,  and 
each  to  fend  one  member. 

Ancient  State. — This  borough,  which  is  arr^ 
cient  by  prefer iption,  is  fituated  on  the  river 
Ribble,  not  far  from  its  fource,  at  the  foot  of 
Pendle-hill,  which  rifes  ta  a  great  height.  It 
had  formerly  a  caftle  at  the  bottom  of  Pendle-* 
hill,  built  about  the  year  1178,  by  Robert  de 
Lacy,  lord  of  the  honour  of  Pontefrad,  and  the 
fourth  defcendant  from  Ilbert,  who  canK  in 
with  William  the  Conqueron 

The  firft  return  for  this  place  was  1  Eliza^ 
beth. 

The  cleAofs  of  thi$  borough  havt  the  name 
0f  biirgefieftj  thiQvgh  it  has  no  corporation. 

Right 
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in  fuch  frediQlders  only,  as  faaw  pfttunes  hr  lift, 
or  in  fee. 

Number  of  voters — 42. 
Returning  officers    Two  baSiffs. 
Patrons— Thomas  Lifter,  Efq.  and  Alhctoli 
Cw^on>  £iq. 

WIGAN, 

PoLiTLCAL  Character.  The  rcdlor  of  this 
■  parifti  is  always  lord  of  the  manor.  There 
is  no  detcfmination  of  die  houfe  refpeding  the 
right  of  eledion,  but  it  is  underllood  to  be 
prefcriptivcly  in  the  free  burgefles.  It  has  two 
charters,  one  given  it  by  queoij  Elizabeth,  and 
the  other  by  Charles  11.  which  etfipowcrs  it  to 
choofe  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and 
two  bailiffs,  and  to  appoint  a  fword  and  tsxzct 
bearer.  The  influence  at  prcfent  is  in  Sic 
Henry  Bridgeman,  Bart,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cotes,  redof  of  thcpariOi.  Infignificant  as  this 
.  borough  may  appear,  (the  number  of  voters  not 
exceeding  200)  it  coft  the  late  George  Byng, 
^q.  20,i?oo  1.  in  oppofing  the  intereft  of  the  earl 

pf 
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of  Lonfdale^  >vhofe  candidate  at  that  time  was 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  afterwards  lord  Grantlcy^ 

Ancient  State.  Wigan,  which  is  plea-> 
fantly  feated  near  the  fource  of  the  river  Dow-p 
glafs,  was  eredled  into  a  corporation  by  charters 
granted  by  queen  Elizabeth  and  king  Charles  11. 

This  place  having  fent  to  pailiament  23  ancj 
35  Edw.  I.  made  no  other  return  till  i  Edw.  VI^ 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  and  a 
fword  and  mace-bearer.  By  charter  of  27  Eli?, 
and  1 8  Charles  II. 

Right  of  election^  Thcrp  is  np  refolution 
of  the  houfe  refpefling  the  right  of  eledlion,  but 
it  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  free  burgcfles. 

Number  of  voter-s — About  200^ 
Returninq  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patrons— Sir  Henry  Bridgeman^  Bart,  and 
^he  {lev.  Mr.  Cotes, 
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NEWTON. 

Political  Character,  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  is  in  the  Aeward  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  the  bailiff  and  burgeflcs,  who  de- 
rive their  privileges  from  prefcription.  The 
lord  of  the  manor  is  Thomas  Peter  Legh,  Efq. 
of  Lyme,  in  this  county,  who  has  the  abfolute 
dbntrol  of  thefe  ele<H:ors,  as  well  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  returning  officer. 

Ancient  State.  Newton  is  an  ancient  bo- 
rough by.  prefcription ;  the  firft  return  of  mem- 
bers being  in  i  Elizabeth. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  fteward, 
bailiiTs  and  burgeflcs. 

,  Right  op  Election. — There  is  no  rcfolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe  rcfpcdingthe  right  of  elcdlion, 
but  it  is  fuppofcd  to  be  in  the  free  burgeffcs. 

Number  of  Voters — About  36. 
Returning  OrFlcERS—Steward  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  the  bailiff. 

Patron— Thomas  Peter  Legh,  Efq. 

LEICESTER. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE, 

Politica;.  Character- 

X  HE  duke  of  Rutland,  from  his  landed  pro^ 
perty,  and  pcrfonal  connexions  in  this  county^ 
returns  one  of  its  members.  —  His  grace  at- 
tempted to  bring  in  both,  but  in  this  he  was 
defeated  by  the  independent  party,  who  ^t  that 
cledion  fuccee^ed  in  the  choice  of  their  own 
reprefentative.  The  duke's  intereft  returned  one 
pf  the  members,  and .  that  of  the  independent 
party  the  other,  at  the  laft  general  eleQion. 

Ancient  State.  This  county,  which  wa^ 
called  by  the  Saxons  J^dc^fterfcyre,  receivecj 
its  name  from  Leicefter,  the  county  town,  and 
was  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Coritaiu^  whp 
were  likewife  poflefled  of  Northamptonfhire  ancj 
Rutlandfhire,  and  feparated  from  Warwicklhirc 
by  the  old  military  way,  called  Watling-ftreet, 
In  the  time  of  the  Saxons  it  formed  a  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  but  after  the  diflblutioi^ 
pf  the  hcptarchjr,  it  became  a  county  of  itfelf. 

LEICESTEI\ 
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LEICESTER  TOWN. 

PoLixrcAL  Character,  This  town  having 
derived  great  advantages  from  the  fuccefs  of  iu 
pfianufadures,  and  the  right  of  elcdlion  being  in 
the  freemen  at  large,  and  inhabitants  paying  fcot 
and  lot,  is  therefore  neither  under  the  immediate 
influence  of  ariftocracy  nor  adminiftration.  A 
violent  conteft  happened  at  the  laft  general  elec- 
tion in  1790,  in  which  Samuel  Smith,  Efq.  of 
Nottingham,  and  Nathaniel  Bralfey  Halhead,  Efq. 
the  prefent  member  for  Lymington,  were  candi- 
dates on  the  court  inicre(1:,.and  Thomas  Booth 
Parkins,  Efq.  cldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Parkins, 
Bart,  and  Lewis  Montilieu,  Efq-  on  that  of  op- 
pofilion.  After  a  poll  of  feveral  days  a  coalition 
took  place  between  all  the  parties ;  Mr.  Halhead 
and  Mr.  Montilieu  agreed  to  decline,  that  one 
of  each  party  jnight  be  chofen  without  farther 
conteft.  Such  an  attempt  to  intrude  upon  them 
two  reprefentatives,  in  open  violation  of  the  free- 
dom of  eleftion,  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 
town.  The  populace  began  to  commit  depre- 
dations, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  inter- 
ference of  the  jnilitary,  their  proceedings  would 
hjive 
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have  terminated  only  in  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
place. 

Ancient  State.  This  town  received  its 
name  frorti  its  being  feated  upon  the  Lcir,  the 
ancient  name  of  the  river,  now  called  Soar,  the 
word  Cefter  fignifying  a  town  or  caftle.  It  is 
generally  allowed  to  have  been  the  Ratae  of 
Antoninus,  and  the  Ragae  of  Ptolemy.  It 
ftands  upon  a  branch  of  Watling-ftreet,  called 
the  Fofs  Way,  and  the  traces  of  a  Roman  wall 
quite  round,  may  in  fome  places  beftilldifcovered. 
The  Roman  town  was  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred  feet  in  length,  and  two  thoufand  feet  in 
breadth.  It  appears,  in  the  time  of  th?  Romans^ 
to  have  been  a  place  of  confiderable  note,  from 
thq  multitude  of  bones  of  various  beafts,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  bc?o  offered  in  iacrifice, 
and  dug  up  in  a  part  of  the  town  ftill  cajled 
Holy  Bones,  where  there  are  fome  ruins  of  a 
Roman  building,  commonly  called  the  Temple 
of  Janus. 

Under  the  Saxon,  heptarchy,  it  was  the  chief 
city  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  and  was  then 
the  fee  of  a  biftiop ;  but  the  fee  being  removed^ 

after 
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after  the  fucceffion  of  eight  prelates,  it  fell  to 
decay;  however,  in  the  year  914,  it  was  re- 
paired and  fortified  with  new  walls,  after  whidi 
it  became  a  populous  and  wealthy  townj  but  re- 
belling againft  king  Henry  II.  it  was  befieged 
and  taken,  when  the  caftle  was  difmantled,  and 
the  walls  thrown  down.  It  is  faid  that  king 
Richard  III.  who  was  flain  in  the  battle  of  Bof- 
worth,  in  this  county,  was  interred  in  it,  and  that 
his  ftone  coffin  was  afterwards  converted  into  a 
horfe  trough,  belonging  to  the  White  Horfe  inn 
io  thi$  town,  where  it  reniained  till  a  few  yean 
ago,  but  is  now  deftroyed  by  time.  Before  the 
conqueft,  ther.e  was  a  collegiate  church  within  the 
caftle  J  but,  during  the  wars  of  William  I.  it  was 
demolifhed,  together  with  the  city  and  caftle, 
and  rebuilt  in  the  year  1107,  by  Robert  earl  of 
Mellent  and  Leicefter,  for  a  dean  and  twelve 
prebendaries,  and  dedicated,  as  the  old  church 
was,  to  St.  Mary.  Moft  of  the  lands  and  tithes 
of  this  church  were  alienated  by  Robert  Boflii, 
pari  Qf  Leicefter,  and  annexed  to  his  new  abbey, 
in  a  meadow  at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  and 
failed  St.  Mary  de  Pratis,  or  Prcz,  /".  e.  St.  Maty 
of  the  Meadow.  However,  here  continued  ^ 
^.eaxj  ?nd  feven  prebendaries,  whofe  houfe  was 
calM 
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called  the  College  of  St«  Mary  the  Lefs ;  but 
their  revenues  at  the  general  diilblution  were 
only  valued  at  24 1.  ijs^  1 1  d.  a  year. 

The  above  abbey,  named  St.  Mary  de  Prez, 
and  ftill  called  Leicefter  abbey,  was  founded  in 
1 143,  for  black  canons,  in  honour  of  the  aC- 
fumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  and  at  the  fup^ 
preffion  of  religious  houfes  was  endowed,  ac- 
cording to  Dugdale,  with  951 1.  14s.  5  d,  a  year, 
^d,  according  to  Speed,  with  1062 1. 

In  the  doomfday  book  this  town  is  ftyled  a 
city,  and  had  th^  title  of  mayor  given  to  its  chief 
tnagiftrate  1^48,  32  Henry  III.  Edward  IV.  in 
the  4th  year  of  his  j-^ign  1 464,  appointed  it  a 
j-ecorder. 

It  had  it$  chartefr  from  king  John,  and  its 
freemen  are  toll-free  ^%  all  fairs  anfl  markets  in 
pngland. 

I 

CoRpoRATioK. — It  is  governed  by  a  mayor^ 
recorder,  fteward,  bailiff,  24  aldermen,  48  com- 
mon councilmen,  a  town  clerk,  and  other  of- 
^cer$. 

Right 
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kiOHT  or  Election,  1705,  8th  Feh.  Such 
Freemen  as  were  made  free  at  the  charge  of  any 
of  the  candidates,  had  not  a  right  to  vote  ac  thq 
lail  eletftion  of  bui^eflb  to  ferve  in  parliameiy: 
for  the  borough  of  Leiceflcr. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freemei^  not  receiving 
alms,  and  in  the  inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot; 
but  perlbns  living  in  the  borough  of  L*iccft«r, 
by  certificate,  not  having  gained  a  fectlement  by 
renting  ten  pounds  fir  annum,  or  ferving  in  an 
annual  ofHce,  are  not  entitled,  by  paying  fcoc  and 
lot,  t«  vote. 

NuMBifi  OF  Voters  on  the  poll  at  du  laft 
eledion : 

For  Thomas  B.  F^kins,  Bq.     ^%6 
Samuel  Smith,  £fq.  803 

N.  B.  Halhead,  Efq.       .     551 

RiTUKNiNG  ofnciR— The  Mayor. 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

A  HIS  county,  ranking  with  DevonfliirCj  in 
point  of  extent,  opulence,  and  territory,  is  not 
to  be  influenced  by  any  individual.  The  obfer- 
vations  which  we  have  made  with  refpeft  to  that, 
will,  in  all  its  points,  be  applicable  to  this.  We 
fhall  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  the  political 
chara6ier  which  we  have  given  of  that  county. 

Ancient  State.  This  is  a  large- maritiipe 
county,  which  received  its  name  from  the  city 
of  Lincoln,  its  capital.  It  was  called  by  the 
Saxons,  Lincollfcyre,  and  by  the  Normans,  on 
their  fiirft  arrival,  I^icolfhire. 

In  the  time  of  the  ancient  Britons  and  Ro- 
mans, this  was  part  of  the  country  inhabited  by 
the  Coritani,  and  from  the  remains  of  antiquity 
found  here,  it  appears  to  have  been  no  inconfi- 
derable  place  in  the  time  of  the  Romans;  there 
being  ftill  evident  traces  of  a  Roman  highway 
extending  through  the  county  from  fouth  to 
north.  Under  the  Saxons,  Lincolnfhire  belong- 
ed to  the  kingdom  of  Mercia, 

4  UNCOLN 
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LINCOLN  CITY. 
■  Political  Character.  The  only  inHuence 
which  prevails  in  this  city,  and  ihat  not  abfo- 
lute.  is  that  of  lord  Delaval,  yho  has  a  feat  in 
die  neighbourhood,  and  bis  lordlhip's  fon-in- 
law,  John  Fenton  Cawthorne,  Efq.  the  prefent 
recorder,  and  one  of  the  reprefentatives. 

CORRUPTION. 

The  anxiety  of  candidates  to  obtain  the 
writs  for  e1e£lion,  is.fomelimes  fo  great,  that 
large  fums  of  money  have  been-  given  for  them, 
and  the  beft  bidder  has  been  generally  the  firll 
poffeflbr.  A  gentleman  in  office,  of  great  cha- 
rafter  and  integrity,  and  on  whofc  credit  we  have 
the  firmed  reliance,  informed  us,  that  he  was 
prefent  when  looo  guineas  were  given  at  the 
diFfolution  of  the  laft  parliament,  for  the  writ 
for  this  city.  This  infamous  traffic  is  become 
fo  notorious,  that  the  interference  of  the  legifla- 
ture  has  lately  been  demanded  by  fome  inde- 
pendent gentlemen  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
We  therefore  hope  that  an  effeQual  ftop  will 
be  put  to  it,  and  that  this  fpecies  of  commodity, 
fold  by  auflion,  will  no  more  be  heard  of. 

Amcient 
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Ancient  State.  This  city  was  called  by 
the  ancient  Britons,  Lindcoit ;  by  Ptolemy  and 
Antoninus,  Lindum;  by  the  Saxons,  Lyndo- 
Coltyne,  and  Lyndo-Cyllanceafter^  and  by  the 
Normans,  Nichol:  from  thefc  names,  which 
are  fuppofcd  to  have  originally  fignified  a  co^ 
lony  or  town,  feated  on  a  hill,  the  prefent  name 
is  certainly  derived. 

It»  was  originally  built  in  the  form  of  a  large 
fquare;  the  fouthern  wall  ftood  upon  the  precis 
pice  or  ridge  of  the  heath,  where  it  wanted  no 
other  fortification.  Round  the  other  three 
fides  was  a  deep  trench,  which  ftill  reoiains,  ex« 
cept  on  the  fouth-eaft  angle.  This  city  was 
then  divided  into  four  equal  parts  by  two  crob 
ftreets,  that  ran  quite  through  upon  the  cardinal 
points.  The  two  fouthern  quarters  were  taken 
up,  one  by  the  caftle,  and  the  other  by  the 
church,  afterwards  built  by  RemigiusI  But 
when  Alexander  the  bifhop  projefted  a  ftruQure 
of  much  larger  dimenfions,  the  facred  inclo- 
fure  was  carried  beyond  the  eaftern  bounds  of 
the  city,  and  a  new  wall  built  farther  that  way, 
as  it  now  is,  with  towers  and  battlements.  One 
of  the  Roman  gates,  now  called  Newport-gate, 

is 
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Is  ftni  entire,  and  is  the  noblcft  piece  of  ami- 
^uity  of  the  kind  in  Britain. 

THEtiE  was  a  caftle,  with  many  forts,  built 
here  by  the  Romans,  and  repaired  by  the  Saxons 
and  Normansj  in  fucceeding  ages,  as  they  fiood 
in  need,  from  the  various  fieges  they  fuftained. 
The  caftle  was,  in  particular,  repaired  by  king 
William  I.  after  his  conqueft  over  king  Ha- 
rold. 

John  of  Gaunt's  palace,  below  the  hill,  was 
built  by  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter,  and 
earl  of  Lincoln,  Leicefter,  and  Derby,  Jn  the 
reign  of  K^efiard  III.  The  above  caftle  was 
his;  but  being  much  expofed  to  cold  winds,  and 
being  appropriated  to  the  public  fervice,  and 
frequently  garrifoned,  that  Jarince,  probably, built  - 
this  place  below  the  hill  for  warmth,  and  for  the 
ufe  of  bis  family  and  domeftics,  while  he  refided 
in  this  ancient  city,  where,  and  at  Bullingbroke, 
a  oaftle  of  his  highnefs's  in  this  county,  he  fpent 
great  part  of  his  latter  days  ;  he  having  married 
the  lady  Catharine  Swjnford,  the  widow  of  a 
Lincolnihire  knight. 

Vol.  IL  P  Js 
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In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  the  city- 
is  faid  to  have  had  one  thoufand  and  feventy 
houfes,  and  in  the  time  of  the  Normans,  was  one 
of  the  moft  populous  cities  in  England,  and  a 
mart  for  goods  of  every  kind,  which  gaVe  occ^-^ 
lion  to  the  following  prophecy,  as  they  call  it, 

Lincoln  was,  London  is,  and  York  (hall  be 
The  faireft  city  of  the  three. 

This  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  fulfilled  after  the 
fire  of  London,  in  1666. 

King  Edward  IIL  made  it  a  ftaple  for  wool^ 
leather,  lead,  and  other  commodities.  '  But  af- 
terwards it  fuffered  many  calamities.  It  was 
once  burnt ;  once  befieged  by  king  Stephen, 
who  was  here  defeated  and  taken  prifoner,  and 
once  taken  by  Henry  III.  from  his  rebellious 
barons. 

This  city  had  fummons,  with  London  and 
York,  to  fend  members  to  parliament  49  H.  IIL 

Corporation. — It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  two  flierifFs,  a  recorder,  four 
chamberlains,  a  fword-bearer,  a  coroner,  and 
forty-eight  common  councilmen. 

This 
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This  c'rty  Is  a  cotitity  of  iifelf,  and  has  a  vif- 
countial  jurirdi3ion  twenty  miles  round,  a  pri- 
vilege enjoyed  by  no  other  city  in  England; 
and  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Ginton. 

Right  of  Election,  There  is  rio  refolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe  refpefting  the  right  of  eIe3ion, 
but  it  is  conceived  to  be  in  the  freemen. 

Number  OF  VOTERS — About  iioo. 
Returning  officers.— The  mayor  and  flic- 
tiffs. 

GRANTHAM. 

Political  Character.  Tliis  place  is  of  the 
middling  fize,  neither  coming  under  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  populous  town,  nor  degenerating  into  a 
rotten  borough.  The  influence  over  it  is  how- 
ever complete.  The  duke  of  Rutland  and  lord 
Brownlow,  from  their  property  in  the  town,  the 
contiguity  of  their  feats,  and  their  perfonal  in- 
tereft,  have  the  entire  command  of  its  reprefen- 
tation. 

Ancient  State,    This  town,  which  is  fituated 

on  the  river  Witham,  is  rich,  neat  and  populous, 

P  a  and 
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and  had,  in  the  year  1 290,  a  houfe  of  Francifcan 
pr  Grey  Friars.  It  is  of  a  very  ancient  date«, 
The  alderman  and  burgeffcs  have  all  power  to 
ad  as  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  corporation,, 
and  foake  of  Grantham. 

This  borough  never  returned  to  parliament 
tin  Edward  IV's  time,  who  granted  it  all  its  pri- 
vileges in  the  year  1463. 

,  CORPORATION— It  is  governed  by  an  ancient 
corporation,  confifting  of  an  alderman,  recorder, 
twelve  common  burgefles,  a  coroner,  an  efchea- 
tor,  and  twelve  conftables  to  attend  on  the  court. 

•I 

Right  of  Election-»;-I730,  i  i  Jan.  Is  in  the 
freemen  of  the  faid  borough,  not  receiving  alms 
or  charity. 

.    Number  or  voters— 400. 

Returning  officer — The  Alderman. 
Patrons — Duke  of  Rutland  and  lord  Brown- 

loWi 

STAMFORD,  or  STANFORD. 

I^OLITICAL  Character.  This  town,  although 
poITcfling  chartered  privileges^  fupenor  to  anjr 
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Other  place  in  the  kingdom,  the  city  of  London 
only  excepted,  is  not  free  from  control  in  the 
exercife  of  its  political  franchife.  The  earl  of 
Exeter,  who  poflcfles  the  venerable  and  magni- 
ficent feat  of  his  anceftors,  at  Burleigh,  near  this 
town,  is  looked  up  to  by  the  corporation  and  in- 
habitants as  their  patron.  We  muft  however 
caution  our  readers  not  to  confound  the  in- 
fluence which  prevails  in  counties,  and  popular 
cities  and  towns,  with  that  which  didates  in  li- 
mited corporations  and  burgage  tenures,  which 
are  all  private  property,  and  what  are  termed 
rotten  boroughs,  with  only  ten  or  twelve  houfea 
in  each.  The  influence  of  the  firft  defcription  is 
only  derived  from  extenfive  property,  eminent 
perfonal  qualities,  or  from  good  neighbourhood 
and  hofpitaliiy.  The  latter  is  of  the  authorita- 
tive kind,  and  is  maintained  by  corruption,  per- 
fecution,  and  tyranny,  and  is  carried  to  market 
as  a  laleable  commodity,  with  as  little  fecrecy  and 
caution  as  an  cftJite  is  carried  to  the  hammer  at 
a  public  audlion. 

A^^ciENT  State. — This  town  is  thus  called, 

from  its  ancient  Saxon  name  Stcanford.    It  is 

ftated  on  the  river  Welland,  near  the  foot  of  th? 

North 
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North  Heath,  on  the  borders  of  LincohifhUfc, 
Northamptonfhire  and  Rutlandfliire,  and  gives, 
the  title  of  earl  to  the  noble  family  of  Grey.  Its 
firfl:  charter  was  before  the  reign  of  Edward  IV, 
and  it  had  others  from  Charles  IL  and  James 
II.  but  thefe  laft  being  only  temporary,  arc  ex- 
pired* 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  have  very  extra* 
ordinary  privileges,  particularly  a  freedom  from 
the  jurifdidlion  of  the  fheriff  of  the  county,  and 
from  being  impannclled  on  juries  out  of  the 
town :  they  are  exempted  from  the  government 
of  all  lord  lieutenants;  are  entitled  to  have  the 
returns  of  all  writs,  and  claim  the  privilege  of 
having  the  militia  of  the  town  commanded  by 
their  own  officers ;  in  (hort,  the  mayor  being 
the  Jving's  lord  lieutenant,  and  immediately 
under  his  majefty's  command,  he  is  efteemcd, 
within  the  liberties  and  jurifdidion  of  the  town^, 
the  fecond  man  in  the  kingdom. 

Here  was  fought  the  firft  battle  between  the 
Britons  and  Saxons,  in  which  the  former  were 
enclrely  routed,  and  left  their  enemies  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  field.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Stephen  there  ftood  a  caftle  in  the  middle  of  the 

town. 
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town,  the  foundation  plot  of  which  is  faid  to 
be  ilill  vifibJe :  aijd  hete  the  cuflom  of  borough 
Englilh  ftill  fubfifts,  by  which  the  youngcft  fon 
is  his  father's  heir. 

Iw  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town,  influenced  by  fuperftition,  fell 
upon  the  many  Jews  who  then  lived  there,  and 
barbaroufly  murdered  them. 

This  town  having  fent  members  23,  26, 2S, 
30,  33,  and  34  Edw.  I.  and  15  Edw.  11.  and 
to  a  council  11  Edw.  III.  made  no  other  re- 
turn till  Edward  IV's  reign,  who  incorporated 
it  anno  regni,  i,  1461,  under  the  government 
of  an  alderman*  which  was  ly  king  Charles  II. 
anno  1664,  changed  into  a  mayor. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayof 
a  recorder,  twelve  aldelmen,  a  town  clerk, 
twenty-four  capital  but^efleSi  and  two  feijeants 
at  mace. 

Right  of  Election — 1735,  8  March,  -is  in 
the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  re- 
ceiving alms. 

Number  or  voters— About  500.  » 

Returning  officer.- — The  Mayor. 

Patron — The  eail  of  Exeter. 

GREAT 
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Political  Character.  This  borough  is  cn-» 
tireljr  under  the  control  of  Charles  Anderfon 
Felham^  Efq.  member  for  the  county.  A  llrong 
oppofition  was  made  at  the  iaft  general  eleAion, 
in  1790,  by  the  Hon.  William  Weflcy  Pole,  bro^ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Mornington,  one  of  the  lords 
of  the  Treafury,  and  Robert  Wood,  Efq.  aided 
by  the  weight  of  government  influence,  which 
proved  inefFedlual.  The  candidates  in  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  intereft  were  returned,  a  petition  was  pre^ 
fented  by  Mr.  Pole  and  Mr.  Wood,  which  is  now, 
before  the  houfe  of  commons  for  trial.  The  ifliie 
is  of  little  confequehce  to  the  public,  as  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  it  would  only  be  a  transfer  of  influence 
fy^m  an  individual  to  the  treafury. 

Ancient  State.  This  place  is  fituatc  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  the  fea,  and,  in  point  of  anti-^ 
quit/,  is  faid  to  be  the  firft,  or  at  leafl:  the  fecon^l 
corporation  town  in  England. 

In  this  town  was  a  Benedidtine  nunnery, 
fouiidcd  ^bout  the  7ear  1 1 85,  and  dedicated  to 

St, 
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^St.  Leonard,  in  which,  about  the  time  of  the 
iuppreffion,  were  a  priorefs,  and  fcven  or  eight 
nuns ;  yet  its  revenue,  according  to  Dugdal^ 
amounted  only  to  lol.  a  year;  and,  according, 
to  Speed,  to  ill.  In  this  town  was  alfo  a  houfc 
of  Auftin  friars,  about  the  year  1304  ;  and  like- 
wife  a  convent  of  Francifcan,  or  grey  friars, 
founded  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  if  not  before.  The  mayor  holds  a 
court  here  every  Tuefday,  and  the  bailiffs  every 
Friday.  Here  are  feveral  ftreets  of  good  houfes- 
It  w>s  formerly  a  very  large  town,  and  had  cwo 
parilh  churches,  only  one  of  which  remains; 
but  for  largenefs,  it  is  C(jual  to  moft  of  the  ca- 
thedrals in  England.  It  had  likewife  a  cafilc, 
and  a  confiderahle  trade,  the  harbour  being 
then  very  commodious ;  but  it  has  been  long 
choaked  up,  notwithflanding  the  road  before  it 
is  a  good  ftatioji  for  fliips,  that  wait  for  a  winct 
to  get  to  fea. 

This  town  firfl:  fent  mejnbers  to  parliament 
33  Edward  I.  and  was  a  mayor  towo  ia 
Edward  Ill's  time. 

Corporation.    It  is  governed  by  a  mayor» 

ii  high-fteward,    a  recgrder,  eleven  aldermen, 

twelv? 
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twelve  common  councilmen,  two  coroners,  twcy 
bailiffs,  a  town-clerk,  and  three  ferjeants  at 
mace. 

Right  of  Election.  There  is  norefolution 
of  the  houfe  refpeding  the  right  of  eledlion,  but 
it  is  underftood  to  be  in  the  freemen,  being  iri- 
habitants. 

Number  of  voters — 75. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor. 
Patron — Charles  Anderfon  Pelham^  Efq» 


BOSTON. 

Political  Character.  This  place  is  re- 
markable  for  the  many  contradidory  refolu-* 
tipns  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpefting  the 
right  of  eledion.  It  was  firft  refolved  to  be  ill 
the  commonalty,  then  in  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
common  council,  and  freemen,  and  then  in  the 
freemen  psiying  fcot  and  lot.  It  is  partially 
under  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  Ancafter, 
whofe  intereft  always  brings  in  one  of  its  mem- 
bers#    The  other  feat  is  ufually  contefted,     Mr. 

Dalhoufic 
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Dalhoufie  Watherftone,  a  Scotch  gentleman,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  17S4.  A  conteft  equally  violent  hap- 
pened at  the  lift  general  election,  between  gene- 
ral Smith  and  Thomas  Fydell,  ESq.  in  which 
the  latter  was  fuccefsful.  and  the  former  peti- 
tioned. This  petition  was  afterwards  compro* 
mifed,  and  Mr.  Fydell  admitted  to  keep  his  feat. 
How  far  the  facred  right  of  ele<ftion  was  violated 
in  this  compromife,  we  do  not  take  upon  us  tb 
determine. 

Ancient  State.  This  town-,  which  accord-' 
ing  to  Bcde,  was  anciently  called  Bowlph'a 
town,  from  St.  Bocolph,  a  Saxon,  who  founded 
a  monaftery  here,  from  which  the  torfn  took  its 
rife,  is  fituated  on  the  river  Withanii  which  i* 
navigable  from  hence  to  Lincoln,"and  is  built 
on  both  fides  of  the  above  river,  over  which 
there  is  a  wooden  bridge,  and  has  long  been  a 
flouriftiing  town.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  firfl! 
mcorporated  by  king  Henry  VIII.  and  queen 
Elizabeth  gave  the  corporation  a  court  of  Adu 
miralty,  whofe  jurifdiflion  extended  over  all  the 
neighbouring  coaft.  It  appears  to  have  been 
formerly  inhabited  by  the  Romans;  for  about 
the  year  171*6,  ^  Roman  foundation  was  dug  up 
a  little 
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a  little  beyond  the  fchool,  and  near  it  Ibme 
hewn  ftones  formed  a  cavity,  in  which  was  an 
urn  with  afhes  ;  a  little  pot  with  an  ear^  and  an 
iron  key  or  an  odd  figure.  Some  time  before 
t^as  dug  up  in  a  garden,  an  urn  lined  with 
Icad^  full  of  red  earth  and  bones. 

About  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I-  a  fel- 
low named  Robert  Chamberlain,  at  the  head  of 
fome  defperatc  villains,  difguifed  like  monks- 
and  priefts,  while  a  tournament  was  proclaiming 
at  Bofton  fair,  fet  the  town  on  fire  in  fevcral 
places,  in  order  to  plunder  the  inhabitants  while 
they  were  removing  their  effecSts,  many  of  them 
*|>eing  rich  merchants.  Chamberlain  was  how- 
ever taken,  and  confefling  the  faft,  was  executed 
fpj:  it,  JDut  would  not  difcover  his  accomplices. 

This  town  fpnt  reprefentatives  to  three  na- 
tional xouncils  II,  26,  27  Edward  HI.  and  firft 
fcturncd  members  to  parliament  in  Edward  VI's 
time.  It  was  incorporated  in  the  }aft  year  of 
Henry  VIII's  rcign^ 

Corporation.  This  town  is  governed  by  a. 
piajror,  who  is  chief  clerk  of  the  w^arket,  an<i 

admiral 


admiral  of  the  coaft.  a  recorder^  twelve  alder- 
men, a  town  clerk>  eighteen  common-counciU 
men,  ajudge,  and  marfhal  ofthe  admiralty,  a 
coroner,  two  feVjcants  at  mace,  and  other  of- 
ficers. 

.  Right  op  election — 1628,  8th  March.  In 
the  commonalty,  and  not  in  the  mayor,  alder- 
men;  and  common  council. 

1711,20th  March.  Only  in  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen and  common  council,  and  freemen  of 
the  faid  borough,  refidehc  in  it,  and  paying  fcot 
and  lot. 

1 7 1 9,  2d  March.  Only  in  the,  mayor,  alder- 
men, common  council,  and  freemen  refident 
in  the  faid  borough,  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  fuch 
freemen  claiming  their  freedom  by  birth  or  fcr- 
vitude. 

.   Number  of  voters — About  200. 
Returnikc  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patron — Duke  of  Ancafter. 
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Political  Character. 

X  HIS  county  is  remarkable  for  that  true  (pi- 
nt of  independence  which  the  freeholders  diC- 
played  in  their  conteft  with  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons^ from  the  year  1768  to  the  year  1782. 

The  important  fubjed:  which  engaged  their 
attention,  is  the  greateft  that  mankind  can  be 
employed  in;  and  the  firmnefs  and  refolution 
with  which  they  fupported  their  own  rights,  and 
thofe  of  their  fellow  citizens,  will  be  handed 
down  to  pofterity  with  that  enthuliaftic  ap- 
plaufe  their  patriotic  labours  of  fourteen  years, 
fb  richly  merit,  and  which,  being  finally  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  holds  up  a  leflbn  to  future  admini-^ 
ftrations  that,  however  venal  and  corrupt  their 
adherents  may  be,  the  fpirit  of  honeft  perfever- 
ance  will  always  prevail  over  miniftcrial  influ- 
ence. 

At  the  general  eledtion  in  1768,  John  Wilkes^ 

Efq.  who  was  juft  returned  from  his  exile,  yas 

1  unanimoufl/ 
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unanimoutly  nominated,  at  a  numerous  meeting 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  county,  held  ac  the  af- 
fcmbly-room,  at  Mile  End,  on  the  aoth  March, 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament.  On  the 
28th  of  the  fame  month  the  eleiftion  came  on  at 
Brentford,  when  Sir  William  Bcauchamp  Proc- 
tor, Bart,  and  George  Cooke,  Efq.  the  late  mem- 
bers, were  candidates;  Mr.  Wilkes  was  alio  put 
in  nomination,  and  at  the  clofe  of  the  poll,  the 
numbers  were,  for 

John  Wilkes,  Efq.  1292 

George  Cooke,  Efq.  827 

Sir  W.  B.  Prodor,  807 

Whereupon  the  (herifis,  Meflieurs  HalUfax  and 
Shakefpeare,  declared  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Cooke 
to  be  duly  clcdlcd.  On  the  loth  of  May  fol- 
lowing, the  parliament  met,  when  no  buHnefs 
of  confequence  was  done,  except  choofiiig  their 
fpeaker,  &c.  until  their  prorogation. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1768,  the  parlia- 
ment met  again,  and  on  the  14th  of  November 
following,  a  petUion  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
from  Mr.  Wilk«,  then  a  prifoner  in  the  King's 
Bench.  This  petition,  which  furnifhed  an  occa- 
fion  for  the  memorable  proceedings  that  fol- 
lowed. 
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lowed,  contained  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  prd^ 
ceedings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  from  the  time  of 
his  firfl  apprehenfion,  by  a  general  warrant  in 
April  1 763,  to  the  time  of  his  commitment  to 
the  King's  Bench  prifon,  in  1768. 

The  petition  produced  an  order,  for  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  before  the  houfe  a  copy  of  the  re- 
tords  of  the  proceedings  upon  thefeveral  informa-* 
lions  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  againft  Mn 
Wilkes.     After  which,  the  journals  and  rcfolu-*. 
tions  of  the  houfe,  upon  that  fubjed,  in  the  year 
1763,  being  examined,  a  day  was  appointed  for 
the  hearing  of  the  matter  of  the  petition,  and 
alfo  of  the  proceedings  in  the.  court  of  King's 
Bench,  of  which  notice  was  ordered  to  be  given 
to  Mr.  Wilkes ;  a  great  number  of  perfons  alfo, 
Vfho  were  concerned  as  adlors  or  witnefles  iil 
thefe  tranfadlions,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Webb, 
late  fecretary  to  the  Treafury,  and  againft  whom 
a  heavy  charge  was  laid  in  the  petition,  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  houfe  at  the  fame  time. 
Some  perfons  of  great  weight  in  oppofition,  from 
the  beginning,  recommended  to  the  miniftry,  that 
this  petition  fhould  be  pafTed  by  without  notice, 
and  very  ftrongly  pointed  out  the  mifchievous 

confe^ 
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tOtitcqacntt^  which  mull  attend  ah  enquiry  in- 
to that  fort  of  matter  to  the  houfe  at  large,  and 
particularly  to  the  minifters  themfelves.  Dur- 
ing this  interval,  fome  motions  were  made  upon 
the  fubjeft,  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  which, Teemed 
indu£live  of  the  difpoGtion  that  prevailed  within 
doors,  in  regard  to  the  popular  prifoner,  whofe 
prefent  lituation  excited  the  greateft  attention 
without.  Among  thefe,  it  was  moved  to  addrefs 
his  majefty,  that  the  auditor  of  the  imprefs 
Ihould  lay  before  the  houfe  copies  of  all  fuch 
accounts  as  had  been  pafTed,  declared,  or  receiv- 
ed, from  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Efq.  fince  Mid- 
fummer,  1 762^  which  was  pafled  ih  the  negative. 
In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Webb  petitioned  for 
an  opportunity  to  vindicate  hlmfelf,  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  from  the  charges  that  were  made 
againft  htm  ;  which  he  was  allowed  to  do,  either 
by  himfelf  or  his  counfcl,  at  the  time  of  hearing 
the  matter  of  the  petition.  Application  having 
been  made  alfo  by  Mr.  Wilkes  for  liberty  to 
attend  the  houfe,  in  order  to  fupport  the  allega- 
tions of  hispetition,  it  was  complied  with,  and 
liberty  of  counfel  allowed  him  for  that  purpofe. 
After  thefe  previous  Aeps  had  been  taken,  the 
Vol.  II.  Q  time 


time  for  hearing  the  matter  of  the  petition,  ^hich 
had  been  originally  fixed  for  the  2d  of  Decern-^ 
ber,  was  however  put  off  to  the  12th  of  tbe  fame 
jDomh ;  after  which  it  was  finally  adjourned  to 
the  27th  of  the  following  January ;  at  which 
tinne  the  miniftry  feemed  undetermined  how  to 
2& ;  but  a  proceeding  of  Mr.  Wilkes  afforded 
a  new  opportunity  or  pretence  to  renew  the  pro- 
fecution  againft  him*  On  one  hand,  many  in 
adminiftration  and  office  were  exceedingly  averfe 
io  taking  any  flop  relative  to  this  gentleman,  as 
many  inconveniences  had  formerly  been  expe-* 
rienced  from  fucb  a  conduct,  and  more  were  ap^ 
prehendcd  frofti  a  revival  of  it.  Neither  did  th« 
oppolition  feem  willing  to  prefd  the  miniftci 
on  that  bufinef6.  The  very  motion  by  which 
Mr.  Wilkes's  petition  had  been  introduced 
into  that  houfe,  having  prayed  no  more  thaq 
ifoat  it  fliould  lay  on  the  table;  a  method,  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  that  aflembly,  of  ci- 
villy pafling  into  oblivion  fuch  matters  as  they 
do  not  choofe  to  attend  to,  or  formally  to  re- 
jeft.  It  feems  however  that  the  party  moft 
animated  towards  the  ]^ofecutii)u  prevailed  at 
Ungth. 

Mr, 
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Mfti  Wilkes, having  by  fomemeansprocured 
»  copy  of  a  leuer  from  the  fccrctary  of  ftate,  to 
cejtaio  magiftrates  of  Surry,  refpefling  their 
employing  the  military, to  aid  the  civil  power, 
in^  -q^eUjiig  a  riot  in  St.  George's  Fields,  hy  which 
&jr.  AUen.a  young  taat)  of  exemplary  chara£ler, 
ap4  refpe^aUe  cpnne3ions«  loft  his  life  *. 

The  fecretary  of  date  acknowledged  him- 
felf  the  writer  of  the  letter,  and  made  a  complaint 
In  thfr  houle  of  lords,  as  a  peer,  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  ;  and  the  publifVrs  of  the  newfpapers 
havipg  acknowledged  that  they  received  a  copy 
of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Wilkes,  a  complaint  \fra4' 
made  to  the  commons,  of  the  condu^  of*,  thejt 
member,  and  a  conference  held  ypon  the  fubj,ea 
by  the  two  houfes;  and  the  matter  being  agi. 
tated,  daciti^Xhe  enqdlry  ioto  the  meriw  of  Mr- 
Wilkes's  petition,  he  with  great  boldnefs,  before 
the  houfe,  confefled  himfelf  the  author  of  the 
prefatory  remarks,  as  well  as  of  bawng  fent  the 
whole  to  the  news-printer. 

The  matter  of  the  petition  having  undergone 

a  lonjg  examination,  during  which  Mr,  Wilkes, 

Q  2  in 

*  A  monument  to  coromcmorate  ifiis  fatal  cataftroph^  i* 
cicAed  in  the  churcb-yaid  of  St.  Maty,  Newjngton, 
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in  the  cuftody  of  the  marftialof  the  Xing^s  Bench, 
attended  the  houfe,  it  was  finally  refolved,  "  That 
**  the  two  orders  made  by  lord  Mansfield,lord  chief 
*'  juftice  of  the  king's  bench,  for  the  amendment  of 
**  the  information,  exhibited  in  the  faid  court 
•'  igainft  Mr.  Wilkes,  wfere  according  to  iaw  and 
"juftice,  and' the  praftice  of  the  faid  courtt 
"  that  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  refpeQ; 
"  thereof,  is  frivolous ;  and  that  the  afperfion^ 
"upon  the  faid  chief  juftice,  for  making  the 
"  faid  two  orders,  truly  conveyed,  are  utterly 
"  gfoundlefs,  and  tend  to  prejudice  the  minds  of 
"  the  people  againft  the  adminiftration  of  pub- 
"  llcluftke."  ^It  WA^  at  the  fame  time  refolved, 
that'  the  charge  againft  Philip  Carteret  Webb, 
EFq.'^as  not  made  good. 


•  "tA'i  fecretary  of  ftate's  letter,  and  the  prefa- 
tory Remarks,  were  next  day  tslken  under  confi- 
(J<ifatibn;^when  it' was  refolved,  "  That  the  intro- 
*^  du6tion  of  aletter,  addrefled  to  Daniel  Ponton, 
*'  Efq.  chairman  of  the  quarter  feffiorisat  Lam- 
"  beth,.  of  which  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  a  membci* 
"  of  the  houfe,  had  confeffed.himfelf  the  author 
"  and  publifher,  was  an  infolent,  fcandalous,  and 
"  malicious  libel^  tending  to  anflamc  the  minds 
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"  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  to  fedidon,  and  to  a 
"  total  fubverfion  of  all  £ood  ord.er  and  legal 
"government." 

These  refolutions  were  immediately,  after, 
long  ^nd  violent  debates,  followed  by  expiilGon  ; 
in  the  vote  of  which,  his  former  crimes,  for  which 
he  was  now  fuffering  punifhmcnt,  were  compli- 
cated with  the  prefent  charge;  and  a  new  writ 
was  accordingly  ifliicd  for  the  eleflion  of  a 
member  in  his  room. 

The  next  day,  at  a  very  numerous  meeting  of 
the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  held  at  the  Mile, 
end  a0embly-room,  George  Bellas,  £fq.  was  cal- 
led to  the  chair,  when  James  Townfhend,  Efq. 
member  of  parliament  for  Welllooe,  in  Corn- 
'  wail,  and  afterwards  aldermahof  London,  recom- 
mended the  refolutionof  re-ele£lingMr.  Wilkes 
in  a  very  elegant  and  animated  fpeech,  in  which  he 
obferved,  that  he  had  never  (ecn  nor  fpoken  to 
Mr.  Wilkes  before  his  late  expulfion;  that  he 
regarded. his  caufe  folely  as  the  caufe  of  the 
people,  diverted  of  every  perfonal  conPideration 
or  connexion  ;  that  the  oppreffion  and  injuries 
}At,  Wilkes  had  fu(fered»  were  fufficicot  to  roufo 

the 
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the  indignation  of  every  man,  who  had  one  gen*-, 
rous  fentittient  in  his  breaft,'or  the  leaft  fenfe  of 
freedom  and  regard  for  the  conftitution ;  and 
that  he  would  affert  the  right  of  the  freeholders 
to  the  choice  of  their  reprefentati\res,  by  gohig 
to  give  his  vote  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  cafe  of  fu- 
ture expulfion,  as  long  as  he  Ihould  have  a 
Ihilling  left,  or  one  leg  to  bop  down  to  Breni^ 
ford. 

John  Sawbridge,  Efq.  member  for  Hithe, 
in  Kent,  feconded  this  motion  with  great  fpirit, 
concluding  with  the  words  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  ad- 
drefs,  *'  That  if  once  the  mrnrffry  fhall  be  per- 
mitted to  fay  whom  the  freeholders  fhall  not 
chufe,  the  next  ftep  will  be  to  tell  them  whont 
theyT^fl/Zchufc." 


Mr.  Horn e,  Samuel  Vaughan,  Efq.  Sir  Fran-. 

cis  Blake  Dclaval,  -^ Eyre,  Efq.- — —Jones,- 

Efq.  and  many  other  gentlemen  of  property  and 
charafter,  fpoke  to  the  fame  effeQ, 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  re-ele6ted  at  Brentford  on 
the  i6th,  member  for  the  county,  by  the  unani^ 
mous  voicQ  of  abov^  two  thoufand  of  the  raoft 

refpeftablQ 


TefpeSable  freeholden,  wbo,  notwkliftanding  it 
proved  a.  very  wet  day,  attended  at  their  own  ex* 
pence,  early  in  the  morning,  to  fopport  thisro-> 
eleftiopi  left  any  candidate  in  the  (^pofite  inte- 
reft,  Ihould  have  been,  by  a  party,  attempted. to 
be  furprifed  upon  the  county  at  the  huftings. 
Every  thing  was  conduQei  with  the  moft  ftrift 
and  fingular  good  order.  He  was  put  up  by 
fames  Townfhend,  Efq.  member  for  Weftlooe, 
and  when  the  re-ele£lion  -»-as  declared,  they  all 
around  teftified  their  joy  by  the  moft  loud  and 
unanimous  fhouts  of  applaufe.  It  may  be  truly 
faid,  that  this  re-ele£lion  did  not  coA  Mr. 
Wilkes  a  tingle  ftiilling.  fo  unanimous  and  To 
hearty  were  the  people  in  his  favour. 

The  next  day,  the  17th  of  February,  1769, 
the  return  of  the  previous  day  having  been  nsade 
tothehoufe,  it  was  refolved,  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
having  been  expelled  this  fetCon,  was,  and  is, 
incapable  of  being  eleQed  a  member  of  the 
prefent  parliament.  This  fecond  elefUon  was 
declared  void,  and  a  new  writ  ordered  to  be 
iftiied  accordingly. 

On  the  i6th  of  March,  a  third  elefiion  waa  ' 
held  at  Brentford^  for  an  eleftion  of  a  knighr  of- 

the 
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the  fliire,  when  Cl^arles  Dingley  made  an  ofFcF 
to  oppofc  this  popular  candidate ;  but  being  very 
roughly  handled  by  the  populace,  he  thought  it 
moft  prudent  to  decline,  upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  again  re-^leded  without  oppoiitiqn- 

.  It  appears,  that  at  the  above  eleftiqn,  Mr, 
Dingley  had  not  properly  cpnfidered  how  far  his 
natural  fortitude  was  equal  to  the  arduous  tafk  of 
oppofing  the  predpminant  fpirit  of  a  frep  people^ 
if  he  had  flood  the  poll  only  for  one  hour,  it 
was  the  determination  of  miniftry,  as  they  had 
declared  in  the  circle  pf  their  private  ffiends,  to 
get  him  feated  by  a  fpecial  vote  of  the  houfe,  as 
they  afterwards  did  in  the  cafe  of  colonel  Lut- 
trel.  The  reception,  however,  that  he  met 
with,  and  the  countenance  of  the  freeholders, 
had  fuch  an  efFeft  upon  him,  that  he  was  glad  to 
retire  with  his  life,  not  having  been  able  to  find 
a  man  in  the  county  that  was  hardy  enough  to 
put  him  in  nomination.  This  eleftion,  as  well 
as  the  former,  was  declared  void,  and  near  ano- 
ther  month  was  fufFered  to  elapfe  before  the  time 
was  fixed  for  a  new  one.  It  was  now  thought  that 
this  mode  of  elefting  and  declaring  void,  would 

have  been  carried  on  to  the  end  of  the  feffipn ; 

.      ..>        ..  .«•. 

and 
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and  that  it  would  then  have  lain  over  to  the  next 
meeting,  in  which  time  the  minds  of  men  might 
have  cooled,  or  fome  impediment  might  have 
been  found  to  change  the  nature  of  the  difcuf- 
fion  ;  and  many  thought,  that  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  it  would  have  been  the  moft  prudent 
conduft  that  could  have  been  purfued ;  for 
though  great  debates  arofe  concerning  the  refo- 
lution  of  incapacitation,  and  the  fubfequent  ones 
of  voiding,  the  eleflion,  yet  the  public  did  not 
think  themfelves  lb  much  intercfted  in  them,  nor 
their  rights  in  any  degree  fo  materially  affedled, 
fis  by  the  fuccceding  rrieafure. 

A  DIFFERENT  condudt  was  howevcr  adopted  ^ 
a  gentleman  in  a  military  charader,  and  of 
confiderable  connexions,  though  of  no  fortune 
or  intereft  immediately  in  the  county,  was  hardy 
enough  to  vacate  his  feat  in  parliament,  by  the 
acceptance  of  a  nominal  place,  and  to  encounter 
the  whole  weight  of  popular  odium,  by  declar- 
ing himfelf  a  candidate  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex;  a  fheafurc  at  that  time  fuppofed  to  be  at- 
tended with  fo  much  danger,  that  policies  were 
faid  to  have  been  opened  upon  his  life  at  fome 
of  the  iofurance  offices  in  the  city. 

This 
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This  danger  however  proved  to  be  only  ima^ 
ginary ;  for  though  fome  riots  happened  upon 
the  road,  the  cleftion  was  condufted  with  great 
order;  the  fear  of  giving  any  handle  to  difpat^ 
its  validity,  having  proved  fuperior  to  every 
other  confideratton  with  the  freeholders.  Though 
the  whole  weight  of  court  intereft  was  thrown 
into  the  fcale  in  this  genrieman's  favour,  yet  a 
majority  of  near  four  to  one  appeared  againil 
him  ifpon  the  deftion  j  die  numbers  being,  oi^ 
^bc  poll,' 

For  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  1143 

For  Colonel  Luttrel,  only       ^gS 

Majority  in  favour  of  the^ 

caufe  of  liberty,  J       *' 

Two  days  after  this  ele6lion,  a  refolution  was 
carried  in  the  houfe,  by  a  majority  of  221  to 
139,  that  Colonel  Luttrcl  ought  to  have  been 
returned  a  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex  ;  and  the  deputy  clerk'^of  the  crown 
was  ordered  to  amend  the  return,  by  rafing  out 
the  name  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  inferting  that  of 
Colonel  Luttrcl  in  its  place.  Fourteen  days 
having  been  allowed  for  a  petition  againft  this 

dcciGon^ 
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decifion,  one  was  accordingly  prefented,  fign«ij 
by  feveral  freeholders,  which  was  again  brought 
into  very  warm  and  ferious  debate  ;  when,  how- 
ever, upon  adivifion,  the  former  refoluiion  was 
confiimed  by  a  majority. 

As  no  public  meafure,  fince  the  acceffion  of 
the  prefcnt  roya!  famify,  had  incited  fo  general 
an  alariBj  or  caufed  fo  univerfal  a  difcomem  as 
the  prcfem,  fo  was  no  other  ever  oppofed  with 
more  firrancfs,  or  debated  with  greater  ability  j 
nor  has  any  other  political  fubjeft  been  fo  ably 
difcufied  without  doors,  or  produftive  of  fo  many 
inalterly  writings. 

Mr.  Cooxe,  the  other  member  for  MidtUe- 
fex,  died  in  OdobcH,  1768.  On  the  8th  of  No- 
vember following,  the  eleftion  came  on  at  Brent- 
ford, for  a  knight  of  the  fiiire  in  his  room,  when 
Sir  WiniaraBeadchamp  Proflor,  the  latemember, 
who  had  been  oufled  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  became  a 
candidate  in  the  minifterial  inicrefl.  and  John 
Glynn,  Efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  was  propofed  by 
the  friends  of  liberty.  About  two  of  the  clock, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  having  polled  a  great  inaj«« 
rity  over  his  opponent,  a  defpcrale  riot  broke 

out 
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out  on  a  fudden,  the  mob  mounted  the  huftingf, 
attempted  to  feize  the  poll-books,  and  entirely 
put  a  ftop  to  the  eledion.  Great  numbers  of 
freeholders  were  hurt  in  trying  to  get  away,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  day  was  a  fcenc  c^  riot  and 
confufion.  The  eleftion  was  contmued  by  va- 
rious adjournments,  until  the  14th  of  the  fame 
month,  when  the  poll  was  finally  clofed;  the 
numbers  being. 

For  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  154a 

For  Sir  W.  B.  Prodor,  1278 

Majority  for  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,    264 

Whereupon  that  gentleman  was  declared  duly 
clefted.  The  numbers  polled  at  this  eleftion 
exceeded  by  forty-two  the  greateft  number  pol- 
led upon  any  preceding  occafion. 

The  riot  on  the  8th  inftant,  by  the  friends  of 
Sir  W.  B.  ProQor  having  the  label  "  Proftpr. 
^'  and  liberty"  in  their  hats,  was  produftive  of 
moft  feriousconfequences.  Mr.  George  Clarke, 
a  young  gentleman.  Was  murdered  by  one  of 
(hofe  mifcreants,  as  he  flood  at  the  huftings,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  polling.     The  body  wa^  taken 

tq 
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to  the  Whitfr.Hart,  Welbeck-ftreet,  where  the 
coroner's  inqueft  was  taken,  before  Edward  Um- 
freviUe,  Efq.  one  of  the  coroners  of  the  county 
rf  Middlcfex,  and  a  very  refpeftablc  jury,  when 
h  appeared,  from  very  clear  and  pofitive  evi- 
dence, that  his  death  was  occafioned  by  a  blow 
given  him  by  a  ftick  or  bludgeon,  by  fome  of  the 
mob  concerned  in  the  riot,  during  the  cle&ioa 
on  the  8th  inftant.  The  jury,  very  prudently^ 
defired  to  have  the  afliflance  and  opinion  of  a 
furgcon  ;  when  a  very  emiTientone  wasfent  for,  , 
who  after  opening  the  head  of  the  deccafed,  and 
examining  him  in  a  very  particular  manner, 
gave  his  opinion,  that  the  faid  blow  was  the  caufe 
of  his  death.  The  jury,  without  the  leaft  hefi- 
lation,  gave  in  their  verdifl,  ."  Wilful  murder 
"  againft  fomeperfbnor  perfons  unknown." 

Laurence  Balf,  and  Edward  Macquirk, 
were  afterwards  apprehended  for  the  above 
murder,  and  took  their  trial  at  the  Old  Bailev, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1769,  when  it  appeared 
that  the  prifoners  were  hired,  with  others,  pre- 
vious to  the  day  of  cleflion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
Jteeping  the  peace,  and  affifting  the  friends  of 
^ir  W.  B.  Proflor  j  Uiat  for  fome  time  the  pol! 
went 
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went  on  with  the  greateft  regularity,  and  wkbout 

^he  leaft  interruption  t  that  all  at  once  the  pri-i> 

fonersi  with  others,  began  In  a  moll  outrageous 

manner  to  ftrike  and  knock  down^  indircrimi^ 

nately,  all  who  came  in  their  y/Siy ;  a^d  that  the 

deceafed  was  one  of  the  unhappy  perfons  y/hq 

was  thus  violently  attacked*     They  were  both, 

upon  the  cleareft  evidence,  found  guilty.     The 

recorder  then  paffed  fentence  of  death,  and  in 
his  fpeech  obferved,  that  the  procurers,  bow- 

ever  dignified^  as  well  as  the  procured>  were  not 
exempt,  by  our  laws,  from  equal  puniOiment. 

The  trial  lafted  fourteen  hours^  and 'was  at- 

'  ''    ■       '  ' 

tended  by  the  fulleft  court  ever  known. 

Th£se  men,  as  well  as  thofe  concerned  in  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Allen,  afterwards  received  his 
majefty's  free  pardon. 

Although  Colonel  Luttrel  continued  to 
"keep  his- feat,  in  confequcnce  of  the  unconftitu-- 
tional  deciCon  of  the  houfc  of  commons,  until 
the  dole  of  that  parliament  in  1774,  he  was 
©ever  acknowledged  by  the  elcftors  of  Middle- 
fex>  or  by  the  people  at  large,  as  one  of  their  re- 

^  prefentatives ; 
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prercmaiives ;  and  vhenever  an  order  was  made 
for  a  call  of  the  houfe,  the  Iheriffs  of  Middlefex 
always  rummoncd  )ohn  Wilkes,  Eft],  and  Jdin 
Glyon,  Efq.  to  attend  their  duty  in  partiamei^ 
as  the  legal  reprefcntativesof  the  county. 

At  the  enfuing  general  elcftion  in  1774,  Mf. 
Wilkes,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  were  unani- 
<noufly  re-ele£led,  and  the  houfe  of  common^ 
feeling  themielves  fo  unequal  to  the  oppofing  tha 
fenfe  of  a  whole  nation,  fuffered  Mr.  Wilkes  t« 
take  his  icat  without  any  further  c^ofitioa. 

THiscoumyunf<TrtHnatelylofing  Mr.  Serjeant 
Glynn  in  the  year  17791  ^^^  ^^^  '"  '^^  month 
of  Seplember,  the  minifter,  aided  by  the  l^e 
duke  of  Northumberland,  again  attempted  to 
©btrude  a  reprefentative  upon  the  county,  and 
Colonel  Tuffnel!  accordingly  vacated  his  feat  for 
fievcrley,  to  becoue  a  candidate  upon  that  in- 
leteft.  The  late  George  Byng,  Efq.  who  was  al 
that  time  member  for  Wigan,  in  the  county  of 
Lancailer,  was  put  in  nomination  bjr  the  pa- 
triotic party,  but  the  tniniAcr  rcfufing  to  give 
ihe  Chiltern  Hundreds  to  this  gentleman,  as  h« 
had  done  10  colonel  Tuffnell,  prevented  fau 
J  being 
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beingr  in  a  capacity,  at  that  time,  to  accept  of  the 
honour  intended  him.  The  independent  gentle- 
men of  the  county  then  prevailed  upon  Mr, 
Wood,  of  Littleton,  to  become  their  repref^n- 
tative  for  the  remainder  of  that  parliament,  when 
Mr.  Byng's  incapacity  would  be  removed  by  its 
diflblution. 

Upon  Mr.  Wood's  coinciding  with  the  wiffies 
of  the  freeholders,  colonel  Tuffnell,  being  con- 
vinced that  he  had  no  chance  of  fucceeding^ 
declined  the  conteft,  and  Mr.  Wood  was  unanU 
moufly  eleded. 

At  the  general  eleflion  in  1780,  Mr.  Byng 
was  unanimoufly  eledled,  together  with  Mr. 
Wilkes,  who  received  that  honour  from  his  coa- 
ftituents  the  fixth  time. 

On  the  third  of  May,  1782,  the  motion  which 
liad  been  annually  made  for  twelve  years,  for 
expunging  from  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  the  famous  refolution  of  the  17th  of 
February,  1769,  for  the  expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
after  fo  long  a  fucceflion  of  defeats,  now  termi- 
ijated,  by  a  majority  of  68 ;  the  numbers,  on 

the 
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ttie  ffivJGori  being,  ayes  115,  noes  47.  It  was 
afterwards  refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  faid 
expulfioii  was  illegal  and  unconftiu^tional. 
I 
T(tB  coalkioii  taking  ptajpe  tlie  following  yein^ 
was  produ£live  of  exactly  th«  fame  f  dnfequences 
between  the  reprefentatives  of  this  county, 
ai  with  the  themberi  fdr  Weftiiinfter.  Mr. 
Mainwaring  was  [:)ropofed  as  k  ca/tdidate>  in  op-^ 
fofiiion  to  Mr.  Byng,  and  was  eleftcd  by  a  con- 
fiderable  majority,  in  conjunftion  with  Mr: 
Wilkes^  at  thediflblation  of  the  parliament  which 
took  place  in  1784.  / 

At  the  laft  gentrsQ  eleaiori,  in  1796,  Mr. 
Wilkes  declined  the  honour'  of  fitting  in  parlia- 
inent,  and  Was  fucceeded  by  ipeorge  Byng,  Efq: 
fon  of  the  late  member;  and  Mn-Mainwaring 
was  re-choferi. 

Anciemt  State.  This  county,  which  is 
bounded  on  the  caft  by  Effex,  on  the  fouth  by 
Surry  and  Kent,  on  the  weft  by  Buckingham- 
fliire,  and  on  the  north  by  Hertfordfliire,  de- 
fives  its  name  from  having  been  the  abode  of 
the  middle  Saxons,  who  were  fo  called  from 
■      Vol.  11.  R  their 


their  being  (ituated  in  the  ce;ntre  of  tSe  diree 
kingdoms  of  the  eaft,  weft^  and  Ibuth  Saxons;. 
It  is  nearly  m  the  cenfFC  of  the  principal  part^ 
of  the  kingdom,  in  the  province  of  Canterbury^ 
and  diocefe  of  Londpn ;  and  gives^  the  title  of 
tarl  to  the  family  of  Sackville. 

This  county,  and  that  of  Effpx,  were  formerly 
inhabited  by  the  Trinobantes;  and,  according 
to  the  Saxon  divifion,  Middlefcx,  Effex,  and  the- 
eaftern  part  of  Hertfordfliire,  conflituted  the. 
kingdom  of  the  £aft  Saxons. 

Middlesex  is  divided  into  fix  hundpedsi  and 
two  liberties;  has  nearly  two  hundred  parifhes^ 
excluGve  of  thofe  in  Loi^on  and  Weftminfter  j 
it  is  twenty-three  miles  long,  about  fourteei^ 
broad,  and  about  a  hundred  and  fifteen  miks  izk 
circuit;  it  has  feven  market  tw^fxs,  and  ci>i^ 
tains  two  hundred  and  forty  fquare  miles,  or 
two  hundred  and  fevemeci>  thouTand  fix  hun^^ 
dred  acres* 

Thovoh  this  is  reckoned  one  of  the  finalleft 
counties,  in  point  of  extent,  in  the  kingdom,  yet 
t>n  account  of  London  and  Weftminfter^,  it  pays^ 

«ig^t]r 


eighty  parts  otit  of  five  hundred  and  thirteen  of 
the  land-tax.  It  fends  i6oomen  to  the  national 
inilitia,exclufive  of  London,  and  theTowerHain- 
iets.  Its  princip'al  river  is  the  Thames,  which 
is  navigable  138  miles  ifiland,  from  London- 
bridge  to  Lechlade.  at  which  place  it  is  continued 
hy  a  catial  to  the  Strbiid-water  canal,  and 
through  it  to  the  Severn,  which  was  opened  No- 
vember 18,  1789,  at  the  expenceofj^.200,coo. 
By  means  of  this  inland  navigation,  the  internal 
trade  of  the  country  may  be  carried  on  in  time 
bf  war  without  the  interruption  of  our  enemies. 

This  county  has  beeh  long  famous  fbr  being 
the  refidence  of  the  king  and  his  court,  as  alfo 
of  the  nobility,  courts  of  juftice,  &c.  Here 
likewife  are  fituate  the  houfei  of  lords  and 
commons,  and  feveral  royal  palaces,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  fuperb  buildings,  a  de- 
fcriptionof  which  does  not  come  within  the  li- 
mits of  our  plail. 

The  two  ffieriffs  of  the  city  of  London  are 
alfo  the  Ihen'fT  of  this  county,  annually  chofen 
at  Guildhall  by  the  livery,  and  are  afterwards 
prefented  before  the  bai'ons  of  Exchequer  for 
approbation. 

R  3  LoNiwx. 
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LONDON. 

I^oLiTicAL  Character.  This  city,  which  U 
the  firft  in  magnitude,  population,  commerce, 
and  opulence,  in  Europe,  has  no  more  weight  in 
the  legidative  reprefentation  of  the  country, 
than  the  united  boroughs  of  Weymouth  and 
Melcombc?  Regis,  which  are  the  property  of  an 
individual.  Its  members  are  not  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  inhabitant  houfekeepers,  refident 
and  paying  taxes  within  the  city,  but  of  a  cor- 
porate franchife,  derived  under  ancient  charters, 
limited  and  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  parlia*- 
ment  ii  George  I.  chap.  iSy  feft.  i.  to  the^ 
liverymen  of  the  faid  city.  Ih  order  to  be  pof- 
fefled  of  this  eleftive  right,  a  man  muft  have 
obtained  his  freedom  of  one  of  the  trading 
companies,  and  Hkewife  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, either  by  birth,  as  the  fon  of  a  freeman 
born  after  his  father  became  free,  by  fervitude, 
as  having  ferved  feven  years  apprenticefhip  to  a 
freeman,  by  gift  of  the  corporation,  or  by  pur* 
chafe,  and  afterwards,  by  being  admitted  to  the 
livery  of  one  of  the  companies.     This  laft  qua-   ' 

lificatioD 
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liBcation  was  not  always  neceHary,  tbe  right  of 
deftion  anciently  having  been  in  the  freemen 
at  large,  wiiich  was  the  fubjeft  of  many  con- 
tells,  until  II  George  [.  gave  a  peremptory  right 
to  the  livery  only.  The  prefent  number  is  under 
8000 ;  but  if  the  right  were  in  the  freemen  at 
large,  the  eleftors  would  be  nearly  ten  times 
that  number;  or,  if  it  were  in  the  inhabitant 
houfekeepers,  agreeable  to  our  ancient  free 
conllitution,  the  number  would  be  22,000. 

The  civil  government  of  this  city  is  the  firft 
and  beft  in  this  country,  both  with  regard  to  the 
refpeftabiliiy  of  its  officers,  and  their  integrity  in 
the  admin  i  ft  ration  of  juftipe.  The  magiftrates, 
chofen  by  the  freemen  of  each  refpeflive  ward, 
are  popular  in  their  organizatioij,  unfliackled 
by  court  influence,  independent  in  their  offices, 
and  accountable  to  their  fellow-citizens  fonthe 
impartial  difcharge  of  the  cjufies  of  their  func- 
tion. Their  future  elevation  tq  the  offices  oF 
(heriiF,  mayor,  and  member  of  parliament,  de- 
pending on  the  exemplary  difcharge  of  thci^ 
jnunicipal  power. 
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What  a  beautiful  tontraft  do  thefip  judicial 
pfficers  form,  who  derive  their  power  from  thfi 
eleftion  of  the  people,  with  the  ma^giftratcs  of 
|Ln  adjoining  city  and  county,  ^ho  are  jt^rand^d 
yith  the  epithet  of  trading  juftices,  hold  their 
^oinmiffions  under  a  courtly  lord  Heutenantj^ 
|heir  dedimus  potefiatepi  under  the  chancel- 
lor, and  ^^^  removable  at  the  pleafure  of  thf; 
crown.  To  reflify  thefe  ab^fes,  an  aft  15 
this  mopfient  depending  in  parliament  to  regene- 
rate their  power,  and,  if  poflible,  to  correft  thq 
evil  in  future.  We  ar^  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  thq 
neceffity  or  policy  of  eft?^bliOiing  a  penfioned 
magiftracy,  when  the  city  of  London  has  given 
fhemi  an  example  io  prafticc,  of  the  pure  and 
^nd  difinterefted  adminiftration  of  juftice,  ariGng 
from  the  people's  difcrimination  in  the  choice  of 
their  magiftrates.  We  cannot  but  conclude,  thait 
a  fimijar  inftitution  would  be  produftive  of 
iimilar  effedls. 

This  city  [s  governecj  by  a  lord  mayor,  re- 
corder, 26  aldermen,  2  IhcrifFs,  and  2q6  com- 
mon  council.  The  lord  mayor  is  chofen  out 
of  the  26  aldermen  by  the  livery,  on  Michael- 
rqas  day,  who  return  two  to  the  court  of  alder- 
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mtri,  out  oT  vrhom  the  court  mates  choice  of 
pne  to  ferve  that  imponant  office.  The  flienfii 
are  Ukewife  ebofcB  by  the  livery  in  common 
hdi\,  and  may  either  be  fde^ed  from  the  court 
of  aldermen,  or  -from  among  the  freemen  at 
large.  The  aldermen  and  common  council  are 
chofen  by  the  inhabitant  houfekeepers,  being 
freemen  of  the  refpeQive  wards,  of  Alderfgate, 
Aldgate,  BafH/haw,  Billingfgate,  Bilhoprgate* 
Bread  Street,  Bridge  Without,  or  Southwark, 
.  Bridge  Within,  Broad  Street,  Candlewick,  Caf- 
lle  Baynard,  Che^,  Coleman  Street,  Cordwai- 
ner,  Cornhill,  CrippIegaW:,  Dowgate,  Farring- 
don  Without,  Farringdoo  Withifi,  Langborn, 
Lime  Street,  Portfoken,  Queenhithe,  Tower, 
Vintry,  and  Walbjook-  The  aldermen  hold 
their  offices  for  life,  but  the  common  council 
are  elefled  annually,  on  St,  Thomas's  day.  The 
recorder  is  chofen  by  the  cotfrt  of  ajdermen,  and 
holds  his  office  for  life-  The  other  city  officers 
of  importance  are,  the  chamberlain,  common 
fcrjeam,  town  clerk,  comptroller,  colle&or  of 
the  city  dues,  two  judges  of  the  fheriff's  court, 
four  city  counfel,  two  fecondaries  of  the  Comp.^ 
fer,  a  remembrancer,  and  fdici^or, 
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The  lord  mayor  has  four  efquires  of  his 
houfehold,  a  fword-bearer,  a  mace-bearer  oc 
crier,  the  water-bailiff,  and  the  common  hunt; 
fix  gentlemen  of  ditto^^  two  city  marlhals,  and  fix 
marfhal's  men. 

\  * 

I 

This  city  has  had  the  honour  of  fending  tp 
parliament  fome  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  pa^ 
triots  that  have  adorned  the  page  of  Britifh  hif- 
tpry;  among  whom  inay  be  named  Sir  John  Ber^- 
nard.  Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janffen,  and  the  late 
William  Beckfo^d,  Efq.  b.ut  how  does  the  poli-^ 
tical  virtue  of  a  great  people  degenerate,  when 
a  penfionpr  and  a  contraflor  can  obtain  a  fuc- 
ceflion  to  the  reprefentative  truft  of  fuch  cha- 
rafters. 

In  this  metropolis  minrftei[ial  and  ariftocra- 

tical  influence  have  no  operation;  artificial  dig- 

-  ■    <  ,- 

nity  is  unknown  ;  equality' exifts  in  its  native  pu- 
rity;  and  no  fuperiority  is  acknowledged,  but 
that  which  arifcs  from  ability  and  merit.  In  the 
exercife  of  the  firft  privilege  of  a  freeman,  the 
delegation  of  Icgiflative  power  to  the  reprefen- 

tatives,  they  are  neither  awed  by  the  tyranny  of 

.1        •  .  «  •  * 

control,    nor  influenced  by  the  incitement  of 

corruption. 

•  Ancient 
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Ancient  State.  Camden  fuppofes  Loih 
don  derived  its  name  from  the  Britifh  word« 
Llhun,  a  wood,  and  Dinas,  a  city  or  town,  fig^ 
nifying  a  city  in  a  wood;  both  Cxfar  and  Stra- 
bo  aflertj  that  the  ancient  Britons  lived  in 
fenced  woods  and  groves.  It  has  Hkewife  been 
fuppofed,  that  the  napie  London  was  derived 
^rom  the  Britifh  words  Lohng  Dinas,  a  har- 
bour for  fhips.  On  account  of  its  bein^-  the 
metropolis  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  this  city 
is  the  meridian,  from  which  all  Britifh  geogra- 
phers compute  the  meafures  of  longitude. 

The  antiquity  of  London  is  undoubtedly 
very  great;  it  probably  exifled  in  the  time 
of  the  ancient  Briionj^  before  the  art  of  writ- 
ing was  brought  intQ  England;  but  it  was  nei- 
iher  built  by  Brute,  nor  king  Lud,  as  fome  fa- 
bulous authors  pretend.  It  had  no  buildings^ 
either  of  brick  or  flone,  till  they  were  erecSed  by 
the  Romans;  the  dwellings  of  the  Britons  being 
only  huts,  formed  of  twigs  wattled  together;  yet 
Tacitus  obferyeSj  that  it  was  a  place  of  confide7 
rable  trade  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  about  the 
year  26,  when  it  was  famous  for  the  multitude 
pf  its  merchants;  but  foon  after,  Suetonius 
abandoned 
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abandoned  the  city  to  the  (ury  ofBoadicea^  09 
account  of  its  heing  too  large  to  be  defended  by 
his  arijiy  of  ten  thoMfand  Romans ;  whence  it 
appears,  tha,t  it  was  then  of  confiderabJe  extent. 
That  exafperated  princefs,  however,  burnt  the 
^ity,  and  put  all  its  iphabitans  to  the  fword. 
From  this  great  cataftrophc  London  foon  reco- 
vered; fo  that  Herodian,  in  the  life  of  the  em-» 
perjor  Severus,  call^  it  a  gre^t  and  wealthy  city; 
and,  about  that  time,  it  .changed  its  name  of 
Londinum,  for  that  of  Augufta;  but  fome  time 
afterwards  recovered  it^  ancient  name.  It  muft 
be  obferved,  that  Ptoleipy,  and  fome  other 
writers  of  gre?t  antiquity,  a^  alfo  fome  moderns, 

■ 

among  whom  15  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gale,  dean  of 
York,  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  thajt  it  was 
originally  a  Roman  ftation  in  St.  George's- 
ficlds,  to  fecure  their  cpnquefts  on  that  (ide  of 
the  river ;  many  Roman  coins,  bricks  and  chec- 
quered  pavements,  haying  been  found  there.  Be- 
fides,  three  Roman  ways,  from  Kent,  Surry  and 
Middlefex,  interfeQed  each  other  in  that  place : 
and,  about  a  century  ago,  an  urn  filled  with 
bones  was  dug  up  there.  Hence  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  original  Londinum;  but  that  af- 
ter the  Romans  had  fubdued  the  Trinobantes, 

tbey 


fhcy  ftttled  op  the  north  fide  of  the  Thames. 
Mr.  MaitUnd,  bowever,  has  oppofed  thi«  opi- 
pion  with  great  ftrength  of  argument,  and  ob^ 
ferves,  that  the  Roman?  vere  too  wife  to  make 
jife  of  fo  unhealthy  a  fituation  as  St.  George's- 
fields  then  was,  they  being  conftantly  overflow- 
ed by  every  fpring  tiiie,  till  the  river  was  con*  ' 
fined  by  artiBcial  banks ;  and,  that  if  the  an^ 
fiquities  difcovered  are  any  proof,  above  twenty 
times  the  quantity  of  Roman  antiquities  have 
peen  found  on  the  north  than  on  the  fouth  fide 
pf  the  river. 

By  whom  thi$  city  was  firil  walled  is  uncer- 
.fain :  foihe  afcribing  it  to  Conftantine  the  Great, 
and  others  to  his  mother  Helena ;  but  it  is 
mofl  probable,  the  wall  was  ereded  by  the  em- 
peror Valeminian  the  Fitft,  about  the  year  368, 
and  quite  furrounded  the  city,  to  fecure  it  from 
being  invaded  by  >vater,  as  well  as  by  land. 
The  extent  of  the  wail,  was  three  miles  in 
fompafs,  fortified  on  the  land  fide  by  fifteen 
lofty  towers.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II. 
it  was  confiderably  raif^d,  but  in  that  of  Rich.  I. 
part  of  it  was  demolilfaed,  to  make  room  for  the 
^tch  roupd  Une  Tower  j  being  much  decayed  in 
'       '  the 
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ihe  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  he  obliged  the 
citizens  to  repair  it  at  a  great  expence.  In 
the  reign  of  king  John,  the  city  was  fortified 
by  drawing  a  deep  moat  round  the  wall;  and 
afterwards  the  crown  ufually  granted  the  ma- 

0 

giftrates  of  London  a  duty  on  certain  goods,  to 
defray  the  expence  of  cleaning  the  ditch,  and 
repairing  the  wall.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  V. 
great  part  of  the  city  wall  was  rebuilt  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  th£  city  companies. 

The  original  gates  of  the  city,  erccled  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  wall,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  four:  Newgate,  Gripplegate,  Aldgate,  and 
Dowgate.  Thefe  gates  were  erefted  over  the 
three  great  Roman  military  ways  in  this  part  of 
Britain:  the  Roman  road,  called  Watling-ftreet* 
interfeSing  the  Thames,  entered  London  through 
Dowgate,  and,  crofling  the  city,  paffed  through 
Newgate.  The  military  way,  called  Ermine- 
Itreet,  is  fuppofed  to  have  pointed  to  Cripple- 
gate,  and  the  vicinal  way  to  have  run  through 
Aldgate..  In  king  Henry  IPs  reign,  the  wall 
had  the  feven  following  gates:  Aldgate,  Biftiopf- 
gate,  Cripplegate,  Alderfgate,  Newgate,  Lud- 
^ate,  and  a  poftern  near  the  Tower ;  but  that 

part 
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paft  of  the  wall  next  the  Tower  being  demolifli- 
ed  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  the  poll^rn  fell 
down.  All  the  fix  remaining  gates,  with  Moor- 
gate,  which  was  afterwards  built,  have  been 
fince  demolifhcd  to  malte  way  for  new  buildiligs, 
whereby  the  city  is  much  improved,  both  in  ap- 
pearance and  healthiners. 

This  city  had  fumnions  fent  to  return  inem-  . 
bers  to  parliament  fo  early  as  in  the. reign  of  49 
Henry  III.  and  were,  6  Edward  il,  increafed 
to  four,  which  it  fent  very  often  in  this  reign, 
and  has  ever  lince  43  Edward  III.  conftantly 
returned  four  members  to  parliament. 

Corporation.  ConfiUs  of  a  lord  mayor,  re- 
corder, two  (heriffs,  26  aldermen,  and  236  com- 
mon councilmen. 

Right  of  election — By  a(3.  of  parliament 
II  Geo.  II.  in  the  livery  only. 

Number  of  voters— 7000. 
Returning  officebs— The  Sheriff's. 
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iicver  boaft  of  that  virtue  or  independence  which 
has  dignified  her  eldeft  filler  the  city  of  London* 
Her  teprcfentatives  have  generally  been  fcledlcd 
from  the  eldeft  fons  of  the  nobility,  who  wer^ 
higheft  in  court  favour,  or  from  placemen  in  the 
fuperior  departments  of  office;  and,  though  the 
light  of  eledlion  is  popular  and  free,  it  is  not  at 
all  furprifing,  when  we  recollcA  that  this  is  the 

feat  of  royalty,  the  refidence  of  adminifiration^ 

« 

and  that  all  the  offices  of  government  are  held 
tifithin  its  limits. 

As  an  evidence,  however,  that  the  people^ 
wherever  they  have  the  exercife  of  that  power^ 
ivhich  nature  and  a  free  conftitution  gives,  will 
exercife  it  in  defiance  of  controul,  the  electors 
of  Weftminfl:er,  upon  a  vacancy  which  happened 
in  1 769,  by  the  prefent  lord  Sandys  fuccecding 
to  the  peerage,  feeling  a  juft  refentment  at  the 
unconftitutional  meafures,  adopted  in  refped  to 
the  Middlefcx  eleftion,  and  which  were  repro-. 

bated 
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h*ttd  by  the  whole  kingdom,  they  returned  the 
lute  Sir  Robert  Bernard  to  parliament,  who  had  ' 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  fuppcH-t  of  the  rights  of 
the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  againll  all  the  in- 
fluence and  intrigue  of  the  adminilbation  of  that 
day. 

Ar  the  foHowing  eletakm,  in  1774,  lord  vif- 
count  Mahon,  now  earl  Stanhope,  aoid  lordf 
vifcount  Mountmorrest  were  candidates  on  the 
independent  intcreft  of  this  city,  and  earl  Pcrcy^ 
now  duke  of  Northumberland,  in  conjunftion 
with  the  carl  of  Lincoln,  fon  of  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle,  were  fupported  by  the  united  imcreft  of 
iheariftocracy  and  adminiftration;  the  two  latter 
fucceeded  againft  the  former  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  two  to  one. 

From  this  period,  to  the  general  ch&ion  of 
1780,  the  city  of  Weftminfter  was  ranked,  in  the 
puUic  opinion,  with  the  moll  obfecj^uious  bo- 
roughs. The  duke  of  Newcaftle  and  the  duk« 
of  Northumberland  being  confidered  as  ita  politi- 
cal rulers,  and  fo  completely  did  their  afcendency 
appear  to  be  jeflaMiOied,  that  upon  the  acceilion 
«£  eacl  Percy  to  the  peerage,  on  the  death  of 

hi» 
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his  mother,  their  notnination  of  lord  Mzldini 
fon  of  the  earl  of  Eflex,  was  fubnrtitted  to  with 
fcarcely  the  flicw  of  an  oppofition,  ahhough  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes  was  propofed  by  feveral  ihde<t 
pendent  cledors,  who  virtuoufly  offered  to  defray, 
the  legal  and  neceflary  expences  Of  a  poll. 

At  the  general  elefHoh,  in  1780,  thd  city  of 
Weftminfter  efFcdually  burft  the  chains  of  arif-* 
tocratical  influencei  The  inhabitants  having 
formed  an  aflbciatibn  for  the  purpofe  of  efFeding 
a  parliamentary  reform,  correcting  the  expendi-^^ 
ture  of  the  public  revenue,  and  putting  an  encj 
to  the  ruinous  American  war :  and  that  aflb- 
ciation  having  appointed  a  committee,  compofed 
of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  ability,  patriotifm 
and  integrity,  the  emancipation  of  this  popu-^ 
lous  city  was  foon  effcfted  by  their  united  exer^ 
tions* 

The  tniniftry,  feeling  the  Vigorous  arm  of  af* 
fociated  independence  too  powerful  for  the 
feeble  refiftance  of  ariftocracy,  contented  them^ 
felves  with  attempting  to  carry  one  member^  in  the 
perfon  of  lord  Lincoln,  uniting  with  him '  the 
popularity  of  Sir  George  (now  lord)  Rodney^ 

who 
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Vho  was  propofed  by  the  alTociation,  in  conjuhc* 
tion  with,  their  iUuftrious  chairman,  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  James  Fox* 

The  event,  however,  demonftrated  that  this 
J)artial  effbrt  was  only  the  expiring  ftruggle  of 
undue  influence,  for,  after  a  poll  of  one-and- 
twenty  days,  Mr.  Fox  was  clefted  by  a  majority 
of  Hx  hundred  atid  twenty-fix  votes,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Sir  George  Rodney,  againft  whom  there 
was  no  oppofitioni 

In  1782,  Sir  George  Rodney  vacated  his  feat 
by  accepting  a  peerage,  when  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
Bart,  was  invited  by  the  committee  of  the  affoci- 
ation  to  become  a  candidate,  and  was  unani- 
itioufly  approved  and  elqfted  by  the  conftituent 
body. 

The  unpopular  coalition  which  took  place  (he 
enfuingycar,  and  which  divided  the  people  from 
the  parliament,  the  fupportersof  liberty  from  the 
caufe  itfclf,  and  the  advocates  of  public  men 
from  one  another,  created  a  divifion  between 
thegreat  aflertor  of  this  ciiy'sindependence.and 
his  virtuous  colleague  Sir  Cecil   Wray  ;  men 
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vhofeintegriiy  vras  inviolable,  whofe  patrsotifdt 
^as  unfbaken,  and  m  whom  the  genuine  prin^ 
ciples  of  freedom  were  congenial. 

^  — 

The  ariftocracy  did  not  fail  to  improve  this 
mifchievqus  opportunity,  but  in  alliance  with  the 
new-fangled  adminiftration  of  the  moment^  who 
compofe  the  motley  group  of  the  prefent  day,  and 
whofe  heterogeneous  combination  exceeds  by  far 
the  political  deformity  of  the  coalition,  too}t  the 
advantage  of  popular'refentment  and  difunion, 
to  introduce  Lord  Hood  to  the  reprefentation  at 
the  enfuing  general  election  in  1784.  His  lord^v* 
fhip,  however,  vacating  his  feat  in  1788,  on  being 
appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  the 
independence  of  the  city  again  manifefted  itfelf  in 
the  reje6iion  of  a  placeman,  and  in  the  choice  of 
lord  John  Townfhend,  by  a  majority  equal  to 
that  which  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Fox  on  his  firft 
eledion. 

This  viflory  was,  however,  faid  to  be  ob- 
tained at  the  expence  of  fifty  thou fand  pounds,  a 
tax  fo  enormous  and  fevere  upon  the  freedom  of 
eleftion,  as  to  obliterate  even  the  name,  unlefc 
ihe  virtue  and  good  fenCs  of  the  nation  (ball 

teacb 
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'  keacti  tbem  to  xlefpife  the  grofs  arts  that  aire  prac- 
tifed  upcm  the  moft  difgracefal  of  the  humsn 
paffiona,  to  intoxicate  them  into  a  fiirrender  of 
their  birth-right  for  a  mefs  of  pottage,  or  to 
make  their  own  imbecility  the  inftrument  of 
their  degradation. 

We  truft,  however,  the  period  is  not  very  dif- 
tant>  when  a  perfed  fyftem  of  reprefentaiion 
Ihall  be  eftablilhed,  when  the  whole  nation  fhall 
be  exhibited  at  the  fdme  hour  employed  in 
exercifing  the  important  right  of  elefting  their 
reprefentatives,  without  the  poffibility  of  incur- 
ring expence.  When  each  individual  fhall  de- 
pofithis  fuffrage  in  the  parilh  where  he  refides, " 
inftcadofiraVellingattheexpence  of  a  candidate, 
from  London  to  Berwick,  or  from  Yorklhireto 
Cornwall,  as  is  at  prefent  the  practice ;  and  when 
fuch  regulations  Ihall  prevent  the  worft  abufes  of 
the  bell  inftitutions  that  can  impart  happinefs  to 
a  people. 

A   oisoRACEFUt   compromife  has  been  the 

confequence  of  thefe  unlimited    expences,  in 

which  the  dignity  of  the  city,  its  independence, 

and  right  to  a  perfe6l  reprefentation,  are  facrifi- 

S  a  ' ced  ; 
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ced  ;  for  whatever  public  meafure  has  the  fane-* 
tion  of  one  member,  in  the  prefent  divifion  o( 
party,  muft  be  oppofed  by  the  other;  and  the 
the  moil  populous  city  in  the  empire  is,  of  courfe^ 
deprived  of  its  voice  in  all  the  national  con- 
cerns. 

Mr.  Horne  Tooke,  made  a  formidable  op- 
pofition  ^to  this  unconftitutional  coalition ;  and 
we  lament,  with  every  friend  to  liberty,  it  was 
not  a  fuccefsful  one.  The  decided  and  deter- 
inined  deteftation  of  coalitions  to  dfcftroy  the 
freedom  of  eleftion,  which  was  fhewn  by  the  free- 
men of  Liverpool,  upon  the  late  union  of  lord 
Penryhn,  and  Mr.  fiamber  Gafcoigne,  if  once 
generally  adopted,  would  effeQually  check  this 
confpiracy  of  parties,  and  reftbre  the  eleflors  to 
the  legal  and  conftitutional  exercife  of  their 
franchife. 


MTITIONS. 


A  PETITION  was  prefented  to  the  hojife  of 
<ommons  in  the  year  1774*  by  lord  Mahon,  now 
carl  Stanhope,  and  lord  Mountmorrcs,  againft 

the 
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the  return  of  carl  Percy,  now  duke  of  Northum- 
berland, and  the  earl  of  Lincoln ;  in  which  it  was 
ilated,  That  divers  peers  and  lords  of  parlia- 
ment publicly  canvaffed,  and  otherwife  unduly 
interfered  in  the  eleftion,  contrary  to  feveral  ex- 
prefs  refolutions  of  the  houfe  ;  and  that  they  aU. 
lowed  to  the  ele£lors,  and  feveral  perfons  who 
had,  or  claimed  a  right  to  vote,  money,  meat, 
drink,  entertainment,  or  provifion ;  and  that  by 
thofe  and  other  undue  means  a  majority  was 
procured, 

,  A  LETTER  was  proved  to  have  been  fent  from, 
the  earl  of  Exeter's  Jicward  in  the  country,  to 
}iis  lordfliig's  porter  in  town,  direfting  him  to  afk 
f:ertain  votes  for  the  fitting  mepibers. 

Jt    tvas   alfo    proved,    that    the    duke    of 
Northumberland  hadcalled  on  feveral  of  the  low-  » 
cr  dafs  of  voters. 

The  committee  determined   that  the  fitting 
members  were  duly  elc(^ed. 

Another  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 

by  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  and  certain  cleftors  in  his 

intcreft. 
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intereft,  dgainft  the  return  of  Mr.  Fox  in  1784  i 
but  the  merita  of  it  were  not  finally  entered 
into. 

A  THIRD  petition  was  prefented  by  lord  Hood, 
againft  the  return  of  lord  John  Townfhcnd  in 
1788,  when,  after  an  inveftigation  of  %hc  right  of 
€k3i(m  within  the  faid  city,  the  petitioner  gave 
up  his  claim^  and  left  his  opponent  in  poifeflioa 
of  his  feat. 

Im  determining  the  above  queftion^  the  com- 
mittee refolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  liber- 
ty of  St,  Martin's-le-pGrand,  which  is  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  city  of  London,  had  a  right  to  vote^  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  liberty  of  the  Savoy^j 
alias  St.  John  the  Baptift,  which  is  in  the  centre 
of  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  had  not  a  right  to  vot^ 
in  the  eleClion  of  members  to  ferve  in  parlia^ 
mentfor  the  faid  city. 

By  this  refolution^  near  three  hundred  eleSor^ 
were  disfranchifed.  An  appeal  againft  this  decin 
iion  was,  however,  made  by  certain  eleftor^ 
within  the  year,  as  the  ad  of  the  48th  of  Geo. 

in. 
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JII.  chap.  58.  dire£ls^  which  is  ftill  undeter- 
mined. 


CORRUPTION  AND  TRGASUKY  INTEKFERENCK. 

A  COMPLAINT  having  beenmadeto  the  houfe 
of  commont  by  Mr.  Thompfon>  member  for 
Heydon,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Larabton,  mem- 
ber for  Durham,  againll  .George  Rofe,  Efq.  a 
member  of  that  houfe,  and  fecretary  to  the  trea- 
fury,  forimproper  interference  in  the  eleflion  of 
1788,  when  there  was  a  conteft  between  lord  John 
Townfliend  and  lord  Hood,  apd  a  motion  beinj 
made,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideratvon,  it  pafled  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  a  majority  of  nearly  three  to  one ; '  the  ' 
numbers  for  the  <]ueftion  being  84,  againft  !t 
S31. 

A  MCETiNG  of  the  ele3ors  of  Weftminller 
waB  convened,  in  confequence  of  the  above  de- 
cifion,  when  the  following  refolutions  were  a-« 
dopted : 


Mercb 
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I 

"  '  March  20, 1  "jQ^^ 

WESTMINSTER  MEETING.    • 

At  a  numerous  and  refpcftable  Meeting  of  the 
InBependeiit  ElecSors  df  the  Gity  and  Liberty 
of  Westmins+«r,  held  at  the  Crown  and  yft»s 

-    chorTavertSj^  this  day,  '  »     ' 

Hari^y  Hou$4^  Efq;  in  the  Chair^ 

Ti^E  following  refolutions  were  unanimoufly 
agreed  to ;  r 

I.  That  it  appears  fo  this  meeting  that  a  mo-r 
tion  was.  made  on  Tuefday  the  i3ih  of  Marchj^ 
J792,  m  the  hoqfeof  cpmmqn^,  for  "  An  enquiry 
**  into  all  abufes  committed  by  perfons  in  offic? 

at  the  election  of  a  member  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  mpnth 
of  July  1788;  as  far  as  the  fame  related  to  pe- 

^*  nalties  incurred  under  the  excife  la\y  and  lot-. 

^^  tery  ad:;"  which  motion  was  rejected. 

II.  That  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that 
George  Smith,  a  publican  in  Weftminfter,  was  in 
the  year  1788  con vided,  on  (he  profecution  of 

thg 
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tl^e  attorney  general,  in  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds, 
for  brewing  beer  for  fale  without  a  licence,  antj 
that  the  profecution  was  officially  conduced  fay 
John  Vivipn,  Efq.  folicitor  to  the  board  of  cx-r 
clfe. 

.  III.  That  in  the  month  of  Ovftober,  1788,  th? 
faid  George  Smith  was  employed  by  Georga 
Rofe,  Efq.  fecretary  to  the  treafury.as  an  emiC 
fary  and  agent  in  favour  of  lord  Hood,  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  at  that  time  profecutinga 
petition  in  parlianient  againll  lord  John  Townf- 
hend,  the  fucccfsful  candidate  at  the  eledion  for 
Wcfhninfter  iii  17*8 ;  and  that  the  faid  petition 
was  tried  before  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  com,. 
-mons,  in  the  months  of  April  May.  and  Jui^, 
J  789. 

-  IV.  That  in  the  month  of  January  1789,  Geo. 
Smith  applied  to  the  faid  George  Rofe,  Efq. 
ftating  the  particular  circumftances  of  his  cafe  in 
a  petition,  and  praying  to  have  the  pennlty  he 
had  incurred,  remitted  j  That  the  faid  George 
Rofe,  Efq.  did  forward  the  faid  petition  to  the 
chairman  of  the  board  of  excifc,  and  did  aftcr- 
Y'ards  fend  a  letter  to  the  fecretary,  dcfiring  as  a 
fjivour. 
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favour,  that  all  proceedings  on  Smithes  pena}ty 
might  be  flopped,  till  the  chairman^  who  was  at 
^at  time  abfent,  returned  to  town. 

V.  That  on  the  8th  of  April  1789,  the  faid 
George  Rofe,  Efq.  did  write  to  the  faid  George 
Smith,  in  thefc  words  ;  ''  Mr.  Rofe  defires  Mr* 
•*  Smith  will  call  on  him  in  Old  Palace-yard,  to^ 
•*  morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  a3  Mr.  Vi- 
♦*  vian  will  then  be  there.** 

VI.  That  it  appears  to*  this  meeting,  that 
the  fecretary  of  the  trcafury,  in  thus  procuring  a 
fecret  interview  early  in  the  morning,  at  his  own 
houfe,  between  theiblicitor  to*  the  board  of  ex-< 
cife,  and  the  convicled  defendant,  aded  in  a  man<^ 
per  highly  fufpiciou3, 

VIL  That  from  the  nature  of  the  tranlaAion, 
it  is  difficult  to  know  what  pafied  at  fuch  a  clan* 
deftine  meeting ;  but  it  appears  by  a  receipt  fronn 
thfe  cxcifc  office,  ligned  *' John  Vivian,"  that  no 
part  of  the  penalty  incurred  by  the  faid  George 
Smith  was  levied  before  the  14th  of  May,  1790^ 
being  a  refpite  of  above  thirteen  months,  from  the 
time  of  the  private  interview  at  Mr.  Rofe's  houfe, 

VIII.  That 
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VIII.  That  during  the  firft  part  of  ihefe  thir- 
teen months,  the  faid  George  Smith  was  extrcmeljr 
ufcful  to  the  treafury  in  forwarding  the  interefta 
of  lord  Hood,  the  unfuccefsful  candidate,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  period  extremely 
troublefome  to  the  treafury,  in  demanding  to  bo 
paid  for  his  fcrvices — That  the  excife  penalty  ap* 
pears  to  have  flept,  while  he  was  an  ele£lion 
jigcnt,  and  only  became  aftive,  when  he  fhewed 
himfelf  inthelhape  of  an  unfatis^cd  credher. 

IX.  That  the  faid  George  Smith,  being  unable 
to  procure  from  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  pay, 
ment  of  his  bill  for  his  laid  ele3ion  fervices,  as 
his  agent,  brought  an  a<^ion  againft  him  to  reco* 
ver  the  amount. 

X.  That  this  aftion  was  tried  in  the  month  of 
July,  1791,  before  the  lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  by  a  fpecial  jury,  who,  by 
giving  a  verdit^  for  the  whole  demand  of  the 
plaintiff,  did  thereby  declare  themfelves  fatisfied 
that  Smith  had  performed  elcdion  fervices 
againft  lord  John  Townihend,  at  the  requcft  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  That  the  faid  a(5lion 
V^s,  defended  by  the  folicitors  to  the  treafury. 

XI.  That 
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XL  That  in  the  courfe  of  the  trial  of  this  ac-, 
tion,  the  following  material  evidence  was  given 
upon  oath  by  the  folicitor  for  lord  Hood,  viz. 
^*  That  Mr.  Rofe  had,  while  the  petition  againft 
**  lord  John  Townfhend  was  depending,  aflured 
"  him  he  might  truft  Smith,  becaufe  there  waa 
^^  a  profccution  going  on  againft  him  in  the  ex- 
^*  cife ;  and  as  a  mark  of  the  truft  and  confidence 
•*  they  had  in  him,  they  had  interfered  and  ftep- 
♦'  pcd  in  to  ferve  him/' 

XII.  That  this  evidence  was  tmcontroverted 
vpon  the  trial,  and  has  lince  been  circulated  in  z^ 
printed  ftatement  for  above  eight  months,  with-, 
pqt  refutation, 

XIII.  That  the  abovementioned  proceedings 
do  appear  to  this  meeting  to  warrant  an  opinion^ 
that  Mr,  Rofe,  by  ufmg  that  influence  with  the 
board  of  excife  and  its  folicitor,  which  his  fitua- 
ation  ^s  fecreury  to  the  treafury  afforded  him, 
has  endeavoured,  as  far  ^s  in  him  lay,  to  apply 
the  penalties  provided  by  aft  of  parliament  for 
the  punifhnfient  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  to 
the  corrupt  purpofc  of  eftablilhing  an  undue  in-, 
fluency  in  the  eledlion  of  a  member  of  parliament, 

XIV.  That 
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XIV.  That  this  meeting,  confidering  the  grcai 
and  increaling  extenfiion  of  the  excife  laws,  and 
the    number  of   individuals    fubjeft  to    their 

'  operation,  cannot  but  entertain  the  ttioft  alartn- 
jng  apprehcnfions  of  danger  to  the  freedom  of 
elefiion,  Ihould  the  influence,  which  admini- 
ftration  muft  necefiarily  have  in  the  execution  of 
thofc  laws,  be  made  ufe  of '  for  the  purpofe  of  cor- 
rupting or  intimidating  the  minds  of  the  elec- 
tors of  this  kingdom. 

XV.  That  John  Hoikins  having  been  arrefted 
on  the  affidavit  of  the  folicitor  of  the  lottery, 
and  then  being  a  prifoner  in  the  king's  bench 
prifon,  for  penalties  to  the  amount  of  700I.  in- 
curred under  the  lottery  aft,  did  offer  to  the  faid 
folicitor,  who  at  the  time  did  alfo  aft  as  agent  to 
lord  Hood,  to  procure  fixty  votes  for  the  faid 
lord  Hood,  in  confidcration  of  his  releafe  from 
prifon. 

XVI.  That  the  folicitor  of  the  lottery  declined 
complying  with  the  faid  propofition  until  he  had 
confulted  higher  authority, and  that,  aftera  Ihort 
interval  of  time,  the  propofal  was  accepted  j  and 
on  Hofkins  having  procured  fixty  perfons  to  vote 

for 


for  lord  Hood,  he  was  acfhially  difchaigcd  fitoni 
prifon,  on  bail  notorioufly  infufficient.  * 

XVIl.  That  thecxpctice  ittending  the  putting 
iti  and  juftifying  fuch  bail^  fo  notoriouffy  infuffi- 
cient,  ^  aft  in  part  defrayed  by  lord  Hood,  a  can- 
didate at  the  faid  clcaion^  and  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty* 

XVIIL  That  thcrci  is  redfon  to  believe  that 
this  tranfa6tion  would  have  been  traced  to  perfons 
of  higher  authority,  and  that  other  inftances  of 
equal  enormity  on  the  part  of  the  fervants  of  the 
crown  in  the  faid  eledion,  would  have  been 
proved,  had  an  enquiry  been  granted. 

XIX.  That  the  eleQors  of  Weftminfter,  tak^ 
ing  into  their  conlideration  the  above  circum-. 
fiances,  anxious  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion thus  daringly  invaded,  to  prevent  a  mifap- 

« 

plication  of  the  public  money,  and  to  prcferve 
from  abufe  powers  which,  even  in  the  pureft  ex- 
ercife  of  them,  muft  be  confidered  as  dangerous, 
but  which,  if  mifajJplied,  would  become  abfo- 
lutely  deftrudive  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
ao  confider  a  parliamentary  enquiry  as  neceflary 
3  to 
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to  fecure  the  confUtuent  body  of  this  kingdom  in 
Che  free  enjoyment  of  their  conftitutionat  privi- 
leges^ and  to  preferve  the  independence  of  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

XX.  Refolved,  That  a  petition  be  [nrefemed  ta 
the  houfe  of  commons,  praying  them  to  take  the 
above  matter  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration* 
and  to  inltitute  a  fincere  and  folemn  enquiry,  as 
the  bed  means  of  correAing  the  abufes  that  tuve 
been  complained  of. 

XXI.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  CO  drav 
up  a  petition  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  above 
refolutions  j  and  that  copies  of  the  fame  be  lefc 
for  fignature  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  the  Shak- 
fpeare,  St.  Alban's,  and  King's  Arms  Taverns, 
and  fuch  other  places  as  the  committee  may  ap- 
point. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
gi\'en  to  the  chairman,  for  his  able  and  indepeU' 
^nt  condiift  this  day. 


Harry  House,  ChitnMs. 
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At  the  above  meeting  Mr.  Francis^  membcif 
for  Bletchingly,  after  lamenting  the  audacity 
with  which  corruption  was  now  praftifed,  and 
the  indifference  with  which  it  was  fufFered  to  go 
unpunifhed,  faid^  he  had  an  opportunity  as  a 
member  of  parliament  fince  the' year  1784,  to 
have  been  a  conftant  obferver  of  the  conduft  of 
the  prefent  minifters  of  the  crown,  almoft  froni 
their  outfet ;  and  he  could  take  upon  himfelf 
to  fay,  that  riot  one  feflion  had  paffed  without 
one  or  more  afls  having  paffed,  openly  or  in- 
(idioufly  attacking  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
country— and  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to  fay, 
that  what  had  been  impudently  and  violently 
attempted  by  the  minifter,  had  been  ftupidly  and 
l)lindly  acquiefced  in  by  the  country.  He  was 
no  flatterer.  He  took  upon  him  to  fpeak  from 
perfonal  obfervation,  and  he  repeated — the  mi- 
nifters had  from  year  to  year,  gone  forward  in 
their  attacks  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  with 
daring  impudence — the  people  had  fubmiited  to 
thefe  progre(Iive  abridgments  with  blind  ftupi-^ 
dity.  Afls  have  been  tacitly  fubmitted  to,  that, 
thirty  years  ago,  would  have  expofcd  any  minif- 
ter to  contemptuous  ridicule,  even  for  fuggeft- 
ing. — He  would  have  been  laughed  at  as  a  fool, 

for 
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for  thinking  it  poflible  that  fuch  things  could  be 
borne.  Revenue  was  made  the  pretext  for  all 
thefe  harOli  grinding  oppreOions ;  and  thefe  hor- 
rible fummary  laws  were  defended  by  faying, 
that  our  neceOities  demanded  their  utmolt  and 
moft  rigorous  ftretch — an  argument  that  would 
gain  ftrength  as  it  went  on,  and  as  the  miferable 
fyftem  of  cabinets  involved  us  as  heretofore  in 
wars  and  armaments,  and  expences.  In  every 
way  ihey  were  grievous.— Fir  ft,  as  checks  on  the 
induftry — the  (kill — the  improvements  in  our  ma- 
nufactures—as  burthens  from  their  own  enor- 
mous amount — as  vexatious  from  the  uncontrol- 
.  able  power  which  ihey  gave  to  the  officers  who 
colle£l,  and  to  the  boards  who  fummarily  convtd. 
But,  as  if  all  thefe  were  not  futTicient — as  if  it 
were  not  enough,  by  the  endlefs  augmentation  of 
thefe  fevere  laws  and  penalties,  to  have  brought 
every  defcription  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  one 
way  or  other,  under  their  rigour,  fo  that  even 
(what  on  the  comparifon  was  a  very  fmall, 
though  it  was  an  irkfome  things  no  man  could 
remove  a  finglc  dozen  of  wine  from  his  houfe 
in  town  to  his  houfe  in  the  country  witbo'ut  li- 
cences. Not  content  with  -all  this,  and  with  de- 
priving the  fubjcft  of  his  trial  by  jury,  it  was 
Vol.  II.  T  now 
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now  proved^  that  government  had  other  purpofes 
to  which  thefe  oppreflive  laws  were  applied^  than 
what  they  dared  to  avow.    They  were  not  mere- 
ly for  revenue— they  were  mad^  the  inftruments 
of  the  worft  corruption,  and  of  the  bafeft  de- 
bauchery,— they  were  made  to  intimidate  fome — 
to  favour  others — and  to  aflift  a  plan  for  cor- 
rupting the  whole  mafs  of  the  conftituent  and 
rcpreferttative    bodies.     When    they   came    to 
look  at  thefe  things— when  they  faw  that  fuch 
things  were  pradifed,  not  only  with  impunity, 
but  with  boaft — when  minifters,  trufting  to  the 
majority  which  thefe  very  pra3ices  gave  them, 
difdained  even  to  give  a  reafon^and  to  anfwer 
enquiries  that  were   demanded;  there  was  no 
remedy  but  in  themfelves.     It  werejn  vain  that 
a  few  independent  places  remained  firm  to  their 
true  interefts,  and  eleded  perfons  who  had  no 
private  interefts  ;  in  vain  even  was  the  incom- 
parable talents  and  the  incorruptible  virtue  of 
Mr.    Fox   himfelf  againft   the  weight  of  that 
fteady,  determined  hoft,  whom  the  minifter  had 
bound  to  his  fervice  by  perfonal  gratifications. 
Argument,  reafon,  truth— all  were  vain  againft 
this  overbearing  majority ;  and  therefore,  if  the 
people  did  not  roufe  from  the  fatal  lethargy  that 

feemed 
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feemed  to  poflefs  them,  he  faw  no  end  to  the 
^croachmentt  that  were  daily  making  on  our 
deareft  rights. — The  few  men  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who  had  no  perfonal  interefts  to  ftanfl 
in  the  way  of  their  public  duty,  -would  be  tired 
out,  or  would  be  melted  away  by  the  .courfe  of 
time;  and  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  men 
would  enter  into  a  con(Ii£^  in  wbtth  the  people 
themfelves  took  no  part,  and  about  which  they 
were  fo  careleft.  He  thought,  however,  that 
this  torpor  was  to  be  accounted  for,  only  by  the 
people's  not  being  generally  acquainted  with  the 
corruptions  that  had  been  pra6Ufed.  He  thought 
fo,  becaufe  he  would  £iirly  fay,  that  if,  in  his 
mind,  the  country  at  large  knew  the  late  praclices 
,as  well  as  the  pec^le  of  Weftminfter,  where  they 
had  been  chiefly  tranfafled,  he  ftould  defpair  of 
remedy,  and  {hould  indeed  think  them  not 
worth  preferving.— A  people  that  could  tamely 
fee  ufc  made  of  thefe  abominable  laws,  muft  be 
loft  to  every  feeling  of  freemen:  but  he  thought  it 
likely  that  they  were  ignorant,  and  therefore  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  eleftors  of  Weftminfter 
call  pn  their  fellow  eleftors,  in  every  corner 
of  tbe  kingdom,  (hould  explain  to  them  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  late  application  to  the  houfe 
T  a  of 
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of  commons— and  the  manner  in  which  the  ma- 
jority of  the  minifter  had  ftepped  in  to  prevent 
all  enquiry  from  being  made.  They  fhould 
ftate  thefe  particulars  of  what  for  the  moment 
was  their  cafe^  but  what  to-morrow  might  be 
their  own. — And  as  a  mod  diredl  attack  was 
made  through  their  fides  on  the  privilege  of 
ele£lion^  they  fhould  determine  on  fome  broad, 
legal,  conftitutional  remedy  for  the  evil — A  re- 
form in  the  reprefentation  was  the  only  effe£lual 
one ;  and  to  accomplifh  this  obje6t  they  fhould 
form  afTociations  througout  the  whole  kingdom 
-^they  fhould  elighten  one  another  by  means  of 
thefe  afTociations,  and  by  united  petitions— by 
inflru6Uons  to  their  reprefentatives,  force  them 
to  redrcfs  thefe  evils— he  faid  force  them,  bc^ 
caufe,  againfl  the  jufl  reprefentationsof  an  unit- 
ed country,  no  man  would  dare  to  fland  out. 
He  recommended  this  courfe,  for  there  was  no 
other— He  was  fure  that  a  reform  of  the  repre- 
fentatioQ  would  never  come  from  within.  The 
only  one  inflance  in  which,  on  a  public  queflion, 
lie  had  voted  againfl  the  great  and  fhining  man 
whom  the  eledlors  of  Weflminfler  had,  fo  much 
to  their  honour,  eleded  fo  often  as  their  reprc- 
fcixtative,  was  on  this  very  queftion  of  a  reform. 

He 
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jJe  was  proud,  and  ready  to  acknowledge  his 
error  and  his  fault ;  when  this  queftion  came 
on,  he  owned  that  he  was  induced,  from  the 
reafoning  and  perfuafion  of  feme  particular 
friends,  to  vote  againft  the  propofition  of  Mr. 
FoK.  Every  day's  experience  had  fince  con- 
vinced him  of  his  error.  He  had  feen  fuch 
grofs  infringements  on  con&i(utional  principles 
made  every  year  with  more  and  more  audacity, 
that  he  was  convinced  nothing  but .  a  funda- 
mental reform  would  relieve  the  people ;  and 
he  therefore  pledged  himfelf  that  he  ihould  fup- 
port  whatever  motion  for  a  reform  might  be 
made  by  Mr.  Fox  in  future,  convinced,  as  he 
was,  that  none  could  be^  bad  as  the  prefent  fyf- 
tem. 

A  PICTURE  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  corruption 
in  this  country,  fo  ably  drawn,  by  a  gentleman  fo 
defervedly  refpeflable,  and  whofe  fituation  en- 
ables him  to  be  in  the  fulleft  poffeflion  of  the 
fa€U  to  which  he  fpeaks,  fuperfedes  the  necefli- 
ty  of  animadverfion  from  us,  who  have  neither 
the  ability  nor  opportunity  that  comes  within  his 
eompafs,  of  making  fuch  accurate  and  difcrimi- 

Bating  obfervationSf 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State.  Weftminfter  had  its  nam^p 
from  the  abbey  or  minfter,  fituated  to  tbe  wcft^ 
•ward  of  the  city  of  London,  to  diftinguifli  it  ftom 
St.  Paul's  church  in  the  city,  which  was  anciently 
called  Eaftminfter.  In  early  times  thi?  npWe 
part  of  the  metropolis,  was  a  little,  mean,,  uiir 
healthy  placte,  with  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  but 
its  minfter  or  abbey ;  though  it  is  called  a  diftincSl 
city,  it  is  not  even  incorporated,  nor  is  k  the  fee 
of  a  bifhop« 

Till  the  general  diflblution  of  religious  houfes^^ 
Weftminfter,  and  all  the  buildings  it  co^^ained^^ 
were  fubjed:  to  the  arbitrary  rule  of  its  abbot  an<| 
monks;  but  in  1541,  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
upon  the  furrender  of  William  Benfon,  its  laft 
abbot,  made  it  the  fee  of  a  biftiop,  with  a  dean 
and  twelve  prebendaries,  and  appointed  all  the 
county  of  Middlcfex,  except  Fulham,  which  be-? 
longed  to  fhe  biftiop  of  London,  for  its  diocefe. 
Upon  this  occafion,  Weftminfter  became  a  city; 
but  as  it  hafi  never  more  than  one  biftw^,  the  bi- 
ftiQpric  being,  foon  after  its  inftitution,  diflblved 
by  Edward  the  Sixth,  it  could  no  longer  be 
ftridly  termed  a  city,  thoiigh,  by  the  public  cour- 
tefy,  it  has  retained  that  diftindionj  except  i^ 

^  adlr 
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aiSis  of  parliament,  and  other  public  deeds,  where 
it  is  &y\ed  the  city  or  borough  of  Wellininfter. 

It  is  governed  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Weftminfter,  both  in  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  af- 
feirs,  and  their"  authority  likewife  extends,  not 
only  to  the  precintfl  of  St.  Martin's-le-Grand, 
and  CO  fome  towns  in  Eflex,  but  to  fome  towns 
that  are  exempted  from  the  jurifdidlion  of  the 
bifhop  of  London,  and  the  archbi(hop  of  Canter- 
bury. The  civil  adminiftration  is  in  the  hands 
of  laymen  eledled  by  the  dean  and  chapter.  The 
principal  magiftrate  is  the  high-fteward,  who  is 
commonly  one  of  the.  greateft  peers  of  the  king- 
dom, and  is  chofen  for  life;  a  depucy-fteward, 
who  is  nominated  by  the  high-fleward,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  dean;  an  high-bailiif,  nominated 
by  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  confirmed  by  the 
high-fteward.  Thefe  enjoy  their  places  for  life. 
Befides  thcfe  officers  there  arc  alfo  fixteen  bur- 
geftes,  and  as  many  afUftants,  a  high-conftable 
chofen  by  the  burgeffes  at  the  court-lect,  which 
is  held  by  the  deputy  of  the  high-fteward.  The 
high-bailifF  is  always  fuppofed  to  be  converfant 
in  the  law.  He  has  the  power  of  a  fheriff,  fum- 
mons  juries,  prefidcs  over  the  conftables  of  the 

city 
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city  and  liberties,  fupcrintends  eledions  for  mem- 
bers  of  parliament,  and  in  the  court-leet  fits  next 
to  the  deputy-fteward,  where  he  receives  all  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  to  his  own  ufe:  but  the 
bufinefs  of  this  office  is  conimpnly  executed  by  a 
deputy  well  verfed  in  the  laws.  Out  of  the  fix- 
teen  burgeflcs,  two  chief  burgefTes  are  c^ofen^ 
one  for  the  city,  and  the  other  for  the  liberties ; 
and  each  of  the  others  has  his  proper  ward  und^r 
his  jurifdiftion.  There  is  alfo  a  high'confl:able^ 
who  is  likewife  chofen  by  ;he  court-leet,  and  ha^ 
all  the  other  conftables  under  his  command. 

The  firft  return  of  members  of  parliament  for 
this  city  was  in  i  Edw.  VL 

Right  of  Election.  1680,  15th  November. 
The  king's  menial  fervants,  not  having  proper 
houfes  of  their  own  within  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  have  not  a  right  to  give  voices  in  the  elec- 
tion of  citizens  to  fervc  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city. 

1789,  nth  May.     The  right  of  election  fojf 
the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  is  in  the  in- 
habitant houfeholders,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  with- 
in 
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In  the  united  pariOies  of  Sc.  Margaret  and  St. 
John,  and  the  feveral  parifties  of  St.  Paul,  Co- 
vent  Garden,  St.  Anne's,  St.  James,  St.  George, 
Hanover  Square,  in  the  liberty  of  St.  Martin-Ie- 
Grand,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  in  fo 
much  of  the  pariflies  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields, 
St.  Clement  Danes,  and  St.  Mary  le  Strand,  as 
arc  not  within  any  of  the  four  wards  of  the  liberty 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaller. 

Number  of  Voters — About  17,000,  but  not 

more  than  r  j.ooo  have  ever  polled. 

* 
Returning  Officer — The  High  Bailiff! 


MONMOUTHSHIRE, 

Political  Character. 

J.  H  E  chief  influence  that  prevails  here  is 
that  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort  and  John  Morgan, 
Eiq.  of  Tredegar,  in  this  county  j  the  former  of 
whom  returns  one  of  the  members,  and  (he  latter 

has 
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has  fufficient  ijitcreft  to  procure  a  return  iqt 
himfelf. 

The  duke,  however,  ^vhen  Mr.  Morgan  w»s 
firft  propofedj'  made  an  attempt  to  bring  in  both 
the  members,  and  fct  up  Valentine  Morris,  E£q. 

V 

of  Persfield,  a  candidate  to  oppofe  his  intercft ; 
but  the  fpifited  exertions  of  Mr.  Morgan's 
friends,  united  with  thofe  of  the  independent 
gentlemen,  finally  prevailed,  and  their  own  mem- 
ber was  accordingly  feated* 

* 

9V.NCIJENT  State.  This  was  formerly  a  Welch 
county,  and  was  called  by  the  Britons  Gwent, 
from  an  ancient  city  of  that  name,  and  is  at  pre-  , 
fent  called  Monmouthshire  from  the  county 
town.  In  the  time  of  the  Romans,  it  was  a 
part  of  the  country  inhabited  by  the  Sijures ; 
and  long  after  the  inhalpitants  were  cruelly  ha-- 
rafled  by  the  lords  of  the  marches,  to  whom  the 
kings  of  England  graqted  all  the  lands  they 
could  conquer  from  them.  Indeed,  this  county 
was  originally  confidered  as  a  part  of  Ws^les,  aijd 
thus  continued  till  near  the  qnd  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  II.  when  it  bqgan  to  be  rqcjcpned 
fin  EngljfH  cpunty,  becaufe  the  judges  then  be- 
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gan  to  keep  the  affizes  here,   in  the  Oxford 

circuit. 

This  county  is  fcatcd  in  the  province  of  Can- 
terbury, and  diocefe  of  Landaff>  and  contains 
one  hundred  and  twenty-ieven  parifhes.  It  is 
divided  into  fix  hundreds,  and  has  fevcn  market 
towns.  Monmouth,  Abergavenny,  Caerleon, 
Chepftow,  Ufk,  Pontipole,  and  Newport. 

MONMOUTH  TOWN. 

Political  Character.  Thi^  borough,  in 
conjun<&ion  with  thofc  of  Ufke  and  Newport, 
both  in  this  county,  fends  but  one  member  to 
parliament.  The  duke  of  BeaufcH-t  is  confidered 
the  patroii  and  leader  of  this  -town,  and  his  in- 
terdft  always  procures  tbe_  return  of  the  mem- 
ber. 

Ancient  Stati.  This  town,  which  took  its 
name  frmn  its  iituation  on  the  river  Mynow,  is 
called  by  the  Welch  Mynwy,  and  is  fituated 
between  the  rivers  Wye  and  Mynow,  which  en- 
^ompafs  great  part  of  the  town.  It  has  a  bridge 
I  over 
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over  each  river,  and  alfo  a  third  bridge  over  the 
little  river  Trophy,  which  falls  into  the  Wye, 
almoft  clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mynow.     It  is 
a  very  large  handfome  town,  feated  on  the  road 
to  Gloucefter,  a  hundred  and  twenty-fcven  miles 
to  the  weftward  of  London,  thirty-two  north 
by  weft  of  Briftol,  nineteen  fouth  of  Hereford, 
and  twenty-two  fouth  by  weft  of  Gloucefter. 
It  had  a  caftle^  which  was  a  ftately  edifice,  but 
is  now  in  ruins,  faid  to  be  eredled  by  John  Baron 
of  Monmouth,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  houfe 
of  Lancafter,  and  was  the  birth-place  of  king 
Henry  V.    The  town  was  formerly  encompafled 
by  a  wall  and  ditch,  and  has  been  confiderable 
ever  fince  the  conqueft,     Wihenoc  de  Mon- 
mouth,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  J.  founded  here  a 
convent    for    fome   Black  monks,    which   he 
brought  from  St.  Florence  in  France,     This 
alien  priory  was  made  denizen,  and  continued 
till  the  general  fuppreflion,  when  it  was  valu- 
ed at  56  L  IS.  I  id.  per  annum;  and  about  the 
year  1 240,  John  of  Monmouth,  knight,  found- 
ed here  the  hofpital  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  s^nd 
that  of  St.  John. 

This 
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This  borough  was  firft  imprivileged  to  fend 
members  to  parliament  by  Hen.  VIII.— Edw.  VI. 
is  faid  to  have  incorporated  it,  anno  regni  3, 
IJ50;  but  the  prefent  charter  was  granted 
anno  19  Charles  I. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
recorder,  2  baililfs,  and  15  common  council- 
men. 

Right  op  Election— 1680,  a6th  Nov.  Doth 
not  belong  to  the  burgefTes  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Monmouth  only. 

The  burgefles  inhabitants  of  the  boroughs  of 
Newport  and  Uflte  in  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  a  burgcft 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Monmouth. 

Number  of  voters — About  8c». 
Rn-uRNiNG  Officers— The  Mayor  and  bai- 
liffs. 
Patron— The  duke  of  Beaufort. 

NORFOLK. 
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NORFOLK. 

Political  Character. 

A  HIS  county,  in  point  of  opulence,  may  be 
claffed  with  fome  of  the  firft  in  the  kingdom. 
The  nobility  refide  here  in  great  numbers,  but 
they  have  not,  when  united,  fufficient  power  to 
influence  effeftually  the  freeholders  in  the  choice 
of  their  own  reprefentatives.  Thomas  William 
Coke,  Efq.  one  of  the  richeft  commoners  in 
England,  and  their  reprefentative  in  the  parlia- 
ment before  laft,  became  fo  unpopular,  on 
account  of  the  fupport  which  he  gave  the  coali- 
tion, diat  the  independent  gendemen  made  fuch 
an  oppofition  againft  the  weight  of  intereft  which 
fupported  him,  that  they  at  length  finally  trium- 
phed. Mr.  Coke  was  oufted,  and  Sir  John 
Woodhoufe,  Bart,  was  eleded  in  his  room. 

Ancient  State.  Norfolk,  which  (ignifies 
Northfolk,  received  its  name  from  its  fituation 
with  refpeft  to  Suffolk^  and  was  intended  to  ex- 

prefs 
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prefs  the  northern  people  of  the  eaft  Angles. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  eaft  by  the  Tea 
and  part  of  Suffolk;  on  the  fouth  by  Suffolk; 
and  on  the  weft  by  Cambridgefhire,  and  an  ann 
of  the  Gennan  fea,  called  the  Waffi,  which  fepa- 
rates  it  from  a  part  of  Lincolnfbire.  This  county 
is  in  fome  fenfe  an  ifland,  the  river  Oufe  fepa- 
raling  it  from  Cambridgelhire,  and  the  rivers  ' 
Waveny  and  Little  Oufe  from  Suffolk;  while  the 
other  parts  are  wafhed  by  the  fea.  It  extends 
fifty-fcven  miles  in  lengthy  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
thirty-five  in  breadth,  from  Thctford  in  the 
fouth,  to  Wells  in  the  north;  and  is  one  hundred 
and  forty  mites  in  circumference.  Eaft  Derham, 
which  is  a  conflderable  market  town  near  the 
centre  of  the  county,  is  at  the  diftance  of  ninety, 
feven  miles  north-eaft  of  London. 

The  inhabitanu  of  this  county,  in  the  time  of 
the  Rofnans,  were  named  the  Icenl,  and  during, 
the  bepurchy  it  formed  the  north  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Angles. 
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NORWICH. 
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I 

Political  Character.    This  city,  ip  point 
of  opulence,  commerce,  manufa6iures,  and  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  is  the  fecond  in  the  kingdom* 
•  It  is  entirely  free  and  independent  in  its  repre- 
fentation,  and  is  only  influenced  in  the  eleftion 
of  its  members,  by  integrity,  virtue,  and  eminent 
abilities.     It  forms  a  (liking  contrail  with  fome 
rotten  boroughs,  and  burgage  tenures,  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals,  where  the   few   eleQors 
which  they  contain,  can  confider  only  the  will 
and  command  of  their  lordly  mafter.     Here  the 
right  of  delegating  this  important  truft,  is  placed 
as  it  ought  to  be,  and  where  our  conftitution, 
pure  and  free  from  alloy,  vefted  it  in  fo  large  a 
body  of  the  people,  that  the  di6latorial  authority 
of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  the  great,  has  no 
cflFea. 

Ancient  State.  This  city,  which  is  the  ca- 
pital of  the  county,  is  feated  upon  the  fide  of  a 
hill,  encompaffed  by  a  wall  and  deep  ditch.  By 
the  Saxons  it  was  called  Norwic,  nor  fignifying 

norths 
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hdnh,  a^ndwU  A  bay,  ftation,  or  cattle;  for  it 
may  be  conGdef'ed  as  feated  on  a  bay  of  the 
rivet  Yare;  and  it  received  the  appellation  of 
ndrth,  from  its  fituation  with  refpeft  to  a  very 
ancieiit  fortified  town,  about  three  miles  dittant. 
called  Carter,  from  the  ruins  of  which  Norwich 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  rifen.  It  is  feat- 
ed near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Venfder,  or 
Windfer,  and.the  Yare. 

It  was  plundered  and  burnt  by  Sweno,  king 
of  Denmark;  but  foon  recovering  itfelf,  it  had^ 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Cbnfe0br,  one  thou-^ 
fand  three  hundred  and  twenty  burgettes.  It 
fuffered  greatly  by  the  infurreSion  of  Ralph,  earl 
of  the  Eatt  Angles,  againtt  William  the  Conque- 
ror>  inwhofe  reign  it  was  befieged,  and  reduced 
by  famine; 

After  this  it  remained  in  a  ftate  of  quiet  for 
fame  time,  and  the  bifliop's  fee  was  removed 
from  Thetford  hither;  when  Herbert  Lofinga, 
being  accufed  of  fimony  in  obtaining  the  epifco- 
pai  fee  of  Thetford,  endeavoured  to  atone  for 
this  fin  by  building  a  very  handfome  cathedral  at 
Norwich,  to  which  be  removed  the  fee,  and  ac- 

Vol.  II,  U  cordingly 
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cordingly  the  firft  ftone  was  laid  in  105^6.  Oil 
the  fouth  fide  of  it  he  founded  a  rlionaftery, 
which  he  very  liberally  endowed.  He  alTo  built 
two  parifh  churches,  and  eredled  a  palace  fot 
himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs. 

After  this  Norwich  became  remarkable  for 
merchandize^  and  the  great  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  increafed  by  the  many  Jews  that 
flocked  thereto.  In  the  17th  year  of  king  Ste- 
phen, this  city  was  in  a  manner  built  anew,  and 
made  a  corporation,  which  that  monarch  grant- 
ed to  William,  his  third  fon  5  but  Henry  IL 
took  it  from  him.  However,  his  fon  Henry,  to 
engage  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk,  to  affift 
him  in  his  endeavours  to  wreft  the  crown  from 
his  father,  promifed  him  this  city,  and  put  him 
in  poffeflion  of  the  caflle,  where  he  fortified 
himfelf,  and  received  many  French  and  Flem- 
ings. But  the  king  foon  vanquifhed  him,  and 
not  only  took  this,  but  all  other  caftles  from  him, 
and  forced  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  a  thoufand 
marks;  by  this  means,  however,  the  city  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  damage.  After  this  Lewis  of 
France,  affifting  the  barons  againft  king  John, 
and  his  fon  Henry  HI.  foon  to©k  it  by  fiege 
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plundered  the  citizens,  and  again  reduced  it  to 
a  poor  condition. 

In  the  next  age  it  flou^^(hed  again,  and  the  in- 
habitants petitioned  the  king  in  parliament,  that 
they  might  have  liberty  to  wall  the  city  round: 
which  they  acCOTdingly  did  upon  leave  granted. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  inftead  of  baiHffs 
and  coroners,  they  began  to  be  governed  by  a 
■  mayor  and  two  fheriffs;  and  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,  near  the  markei-crofs,  ihey  built  a  beauti- 
ful town-houfe.  In  the  year  1348,  they  were 
viGted  by  the  peftilence,  which  about  that  time 
was  fpread,  not  only  over  England,  but^  ahnoft 
over  all  Europe.  It  fwept  away  in  this  city,  in 
about  fix  or  feven  months,  fifty-feven  th»ufand 
three  hundred  and  feventy-four  people,  befides 
Mendicants  and  Dominicans,  which  may  fer%'e  to 
Ihew  how  well  it  was  inhabited.  Norwich  under- 
went other  misfortunes  at  different  times ;  but  it 
would  be  too  tedious  to  infill  upon  them  particu- 
larly ;  only  we  fliall  take  notice,  that  in  1507,  it 
was  almoft  entirely  confumed  by  fire;  and  that 
it  was'plundered  in  the  time  of  Ket's  rebellion. 
Since  fhat  time  it  has  enjoyed  alnroft  continual 
U  2  peace. 
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peace>  arid  is  now  one  of  the  mod  cOnfiderabtd 
towns  in  this  ifland,  if  we  confider  the  number 
and  wfealth  of  the  citizens,  its  extent,  its  manu- 
faftures^  and  its  commerce.  King  Henry.  IV. 
made  this  city  a  county  of  itfelf,  and  impowered 
the  inhabitants  to  choofe  a  mayor  andtwofheriffs^ 
inftead  of  bailiffs,  by  whom  they  had  till  then 
been  governed,  according  the  charter  they  had 
obtained  from  king  Stephen. 

This  city  had  a  mayor  and  two  (herifFs  ap- 
pointed to  it  anno  1403,  by  Hen.  IV. 

Norwich  appears  to  have  been,  in  ancient 
times,  much  more  populous  than  it  is  at  prefent, 
fince  it  formerly  contained  fifty-eight  parochial 
churches  and  chapels,  which  are  now  reduced  to 
thirty-fixes  churches,  befides  the  cathedral, 
and  a  church  in  the  fuburbs;  and  fomeofthefe  are 
very  mean  buildings.  The  cathedral  is  a  large 
ftrufture,  whofe  roof  and  cloifters  are  admired 
for  their  workmanfliip.  It  is  not  that  which  was 
built  by  Herbert  Lofinga,  for  that  was  burnt 
down  by  an  accidental  fire.  After  which  John 
of  Oxford,  bifliop  of  this  fee>  reftored  it  to  its 
former  fpendor. 

Here 
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Here  is  the  ancient  palace  of  the  duke  of  Nor» 
folk,  which  was  formerly  a  noble  and  magnificent 
ftruflure,  reputed  the  lai-geft  houfe  in  England. 
The  caftle  is  fealed  on  a  high  hill,  and  furround- 
ed  by  a  verydcep  ditch,  over  which  is  a  ftrong 
bridge,  with  an  arch  of  an  extraordinary  fize.  ■ 
The  Saxons  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
founders  of  this  caftle,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
paired by  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk ;  but  it  is 
now  the  common  jail  of  the  county.  There  1?  a 
beautiful  tovn-houfe  in  the  market-place,  and 
a  Guildhall  in  St.  Andrew's  parilb,  which  was 
formerly  the  monaftery  church  of  the  Black 
Friars.  The  houfe  of  corredion,  called  Bride- 
well, is  clofe  by  St.  Andrew's  church,  and  built 
with  fquare  flint  ftones,  fo  curioufly  joined  toge- 
ther, that  no  mortar  can  be  feen.  The  market- 
crofs  is  built  with  free-ftone,  and  is  very  lofty ; 
it  is  erefied.  in  the  manner  of  a  piazza,  and  ia 
very  beautiful  and  commodious.  T^hi;  king's 
fchool  was  anciently  a  chapel,  fubje£t  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  the  cathedral  church;  but  after 
the  diflblution,  it  was  turnsd  into  a  grammar- 
fchool,  by  Edward  VI.  and  was  endowed  with 
the  lands,  tenements,  and  poflisnions  of  the  faid 
chapel,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fchool-mafter 

and 
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and  ufher,  fince  which  time  the  falary  has  been 
enlarged.  The  fcholars  are  nominated  by  the 
mayor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  majority  of 
the  aldermen.  As  for  the  houfes,  they  are  gene- 
rally very  handfome  and  lofty,  efpecially  about  the 
market-place;  in  the  lanes  and  lefler  ftrcets, 
indeed,  there  are  fomc  thatched  houfes,  but  not  very 
contemptible,  but  thefe  in  time  will  difappear, 
as  all  new  houfes  are  to  be  tiled.  Some  authors 
call  Norwich  an  orchard  in  a  city,  or  a  city  in  an 
orchard,  on  account  of  the  variety  of  gardens,  and 
trees  in  a  particular  part,  near  the  walls. 

In  the  city  are  twelve  charity  fcbools,  where 
two  hundred  and  ten  boys,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  girls,  are  taught,  clothed  and  fupplied 
with  books.  J  lere  are  alfo  four  hofpitals,  one 
of  which,  called  St.  Helen's,  was  originally 
founded  for  the  entertainment  of  ftrangers,  by 
king  Henry  VIII.  but  is  now  appropriated  to 
theufeof  the  poor  of  the  city;  in  it  are  main- 
tained amaftef,  a  chaplain,  and  eighty  poor  men 
and  women,  clothed  in  grey  ;  thefe  muft  be  fixty 
years  of  age  before  they  can  be  admitted. 
Another  of  the  hofpitals,  called  Doughty's,  con- 
fifts  of  a  mafter,  fixteen  poor  men,  and  eight 
^Vomen,  all  clothed  in  purple.     The  other  two 

bpfpuals, 
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hofpitals  are,  one  for  boys,  and  the  other  for 
girls  ;  the  former  contains  thirty  poor  boys, 
who  are  taught  to  read  and  write,  and,  at  a  proper 
age,  put  out  ^apprentices ;  and  the  latter  is  for 
the  like  number  of  girls,  who  are  provided  for  in 
the  fame  manner.  Each  of  thefe  hofpitals  wa* 
founded  by  a  mayor  of  this  city. 

Corporation.  A  mayor,  a  recorder,  two 
flieriffs,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and  fixty  com- 
mon-councilmen.  The  mayor  is  nominated  by 
the  freemen,  who  return  two  aldermen  to  their 
court,  one  of  whom  is  elefted.  The  mayor,  re- 
corder, and  the  fteward  for  the  time  being,  are 
juftices  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  quorum,  in  the 
city  and  its  liberties  ;  the  mayor,  after  his  may- 
oralty  expires,  is  juftice  of  the  peace  for  life. 
One  of  the  IherifFs  is  annually  elefted  by  the 
aldermen,  and  the  other  by  the  freemen. 

Right  of  Election,  1701,  March  12.  Is 
in  the  freeholders,  and  fuch  freemen  only  of  the 
faid  city  as  are  entered  in  the  books,  and  do  not 
receive  alms  or  charity. 

Number  OF  voters — about  3000. 
Returning  officers — the  fheriffs. 

YAR. 
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YARMOUTH. 

Political  Character.  This  large  town  i^j 
independent  in  its  political  fituation  ;  for,  altho* 
the  families  of  Townfliend  of  Honingham,  and 
Walpolq,  have  fome  intereft  here,  yet  it  is  not  in 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  termed  an  influence.  Sir 
John  Jarvis  and  Mr.  Beaufoy  carried  their  elec- 
tion in  1774,  againft  the  united  efforts  of  the 
above  gentlemen^ 

Ancient  State.  This  place  is  called  Great 
Yarmouth,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  a  fmall  village 
in  its  neighbourhood,  called  Little  Yarmouth. 
It  took  its  name  from  its  fituatioq  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Yare,  and  i?  a^hundred  and  twenty- 
two  miles  north-eaft  of  London.  This  town 
yas  generally  thought  to  have  been  built  out  of 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  Roman  city,  named  Ga- 
rinaonum,  where  the  Stablefian  horfe  lay  in  gar- 
rifon  againft  the  ancient  Britons;  but  the  fcite  of 
the  ancient  Garinaonum  was,  according  to  Cam- 
den, at  Burgh  caflle,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

Yarc^ 
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Yare,  about  two  miles  from  Yarmouth,  Thi^ 
town  was  anciently  one  of  the  Cinque-ports.  It 
had  a  provoft  granted  it  by  king  Hen.  I.  and 
was  made  a  borough  by  king  John.  In  the  reign 
of  Edw.  I.  it  began  to  fend  members  to  parlia- 
ment, and  was  encompafled  by  a  wall  and  ditch  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  III.  in  the  fame  reign  a 
peftilence  raged  here,  which  carried  off  feven 
thoufand  of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  time  of  Edw* 
III.  the  inhabitants  fent  forty-three  (hips,  and 
1075  feamen  to  the  fiegc  of  Calais.  Rich.  IL 
granted  the  inhabitants  permiflion  to  build  a 
quay,  after  which  they  |iad  great  quarrels  with 
the  Cinque-ports,  for  being  excluded  out  of  their 
number,. and  confequently  deprived  of  their  pri- 
vileges. King  Hen.  III.  granted  the  city  a  char- 
ter,  by  which  it  was  governed  by  two  bailiffs 
and  a  recorder,  ^ho  were  juftices  of  the  peace. 
At  theacceflion  of  James  I.  the  inhabitants,  who 
amounted  to  about  5000,  were  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  a  bailiff,  aldermen  and  common- 
council  ;  but  Charle3  II.  granted  them  a  new 
charter. 

i* 

The  feamen  employed  here,  by  the  merchants, 
>re  cfteemcd  the  beft  in  England  ;  and  though 
'"  S  Yar- 
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Yarmouth  is  not  fo  large  as  Norwich^  it  is  ge- 
nerally reckoned,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  fu- 
perior  in  trade  and  wealth ;  for  upwards  of  half 
a  century  ago,   above  ifoo  veirJs  belonged  to 
this  port,  belides  the  fhips  which  the  merchants 
of  this  town  were  owners  of,  or  concerned  in,  at 
other  ports.     It::  lltua^ian,  indeed,  is  exceedingly 
commodious    for    trade,    being    feated    on  the 
German  ocean,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yare,  which 
is  navigable  from  hence   to   Norwich ;    befides 
which,  there  is  a  navigation  from  this  town  by 
the  Waveny,  to  the  fouth  parts  of  Norfolk,  and 
the  north  of  Suffolk,  while  the  inhabitants  trade 
to  the  north  part  of  the  county,  by  means  of  an- 
other river  called  the  Thyrne.     This  port  is  the 
chief  rendezvous  of  the  colliers  between  New- 
caftle  and  London ;  for,  though  there  are  fomc 
dangerous  banks  of  fand  in  the  neighbourhood, 
the  roads  on  the  caft  fide  of  the  town  are  fo 
fafe,  that  they  are  much  frequented  by  veffels 
which  pafs  and  repafs,  and  the  inhabitants  are  at 
the  expence  of  between  2  and  3003  L  a  year,  to 
keep  the  harbour  clean.    Yarmouth  carries  on  a 
great  trade,  both  to  France,  Holland,  the  North 
and  Eaft  fcas,  and  exports  fuch  immenfe  quanti- 
ties of  corn  and  malt,  th^t  many  years  ago,  thef^ 

article^ 
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articles  are  faid  to  have  amounted  to  220,000 
quarters  a  year.  This  town  has  the  whole  her- 
ring (ifliery  of  the  coaft,  in  which  the  inhabitants 
employ  150  veflels,  and  between  40  and  50  fail 
in  the  exportation:  50,000  barrels  of  herrings, 
which  fome  magnify  to  40,000  lafts,  containing 
40,000,000  of  herrings,  are  generally  taken  and 
cured  here  in  a  year.  Thefe  herrings  are  chiefly 
exported  by  the  merchants  of  Yarmouth,  and 
the  reft,  by  thofe  of  London,  to  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  Italy,  which,  with  the  crapes,  camlets, 
and  other  Norwich  ftufis,  occafion  much  bufine^, 
and  employ  a  great  number  of  hands  and  ihip- 
ping. 

Bv  a  charter  granted  by  Hen.  III.  the  town  is 
bound  to  fend  every  year  to  the  (heriffs  of  Nor- 
wich a  hundred  herrings,  baked  in  twenty-four 
parties,  which  the  fheritFs  are  to  deliver  to  the 
lord  of  the- manor  of  Eaft  Carleton,  a  village 
near  New  Buckenham  :  he  gives  the  ftieriffs  his 
receipt  for  them,  and  by  his  tenure,  is  obliged  td 
prefent  them  to  the  king,  wherever  he  is. 

.This  town  was  governed  by  two  bailiffs  in  the 

reign  of  Hen.  III.    King  James  I.  anno  regni  6, 

5  incoTni 
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incorporated  it  by  the  name  of  bailiff  and  aldcr-r 
men.  It  fent  members  to  parliament  in  the  reign 
of  Edw.  I.  as  early^  as  Lynn  and  Norwich  did. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
feventeen  aldermen,  a  recorder,  and  thirty-fix 
jCommon-councilmen. 

The  corporation  has  particular  and  extenfive 
privileges,  it  having  both  a  court  of  record,  and 
an  admiralty ;  in  the  court  of  record,  civil  caufes 
sire  tried  for  unlimited  fums  ;  and  in  the  court  of 
admiralty,  they  c^n,  in  fome  cafes,  try,  condemn^ 
jind  execute,  without  waiting  for  a  warrant. 

Right  of  Election,  fn  the  burgefleji  fH 
largp. 

Number  of  voters— 787. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayqn 

THETFORD. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  being. in  the  corporation, 
cpnfifting  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  ten  aldermp n, 
aiid  twenty  common-council,   pxclnfive  pf  thq 

inha- 
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inhabitants,  this  fcledl  junto,  like  all  others, 
whom  **  accident  or  intrigue*^  have  invcfted 
with  the  delegating  powers  of  a  nation,  are  un- 
der the  control  of  a  patron.  They  have,  in- 
deed, for  fome  time  manifefted  a  ftrong  difpofi- 
tion  to  become  refradlory  ;  but  in  fo  doing,  they 
only  add  to  their  political  delinquency  the  crime  of 
ingratitude,  as  mod  of  thefe  fele6l  member-ma- 
kers have,  at  a  former  period,  experienced  unli- 
mited  favours  from-  the  munificence  of  their 
leaden  . 

Ancient  State.  This  borough  took  its 
name  from  its  being  feated  on  a  fmall  river 
called  the  Thet.  It  is  divided  by  the  Little- 
Oufe,  which  here  feparates  it  from  the  county  of 
Suffolk^  and  (lands  in  a  pleafant  open  country,  at 
the  diftance  of  eighty  miles  from  London.  It 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Sitomagus,  a  Roman 
city,  which  was  deftroyed  by  the  Danes :  but 
Dr.  Gale,  and  others,  place  that  city  at  Woolpit. 
However,  here  are  ftill  many  marks  of  anti- 
quity ;  particularly  a  large  mount,  called  Caftle- 
hill,  thrown  up  to  a  great  height,  and  fortified  by 
a  double  rampart.  According  to  tradition,  it  had 

walls. 
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walls,  though  now  there  is  no  appearance  of  them  j 
it  is  likewifc  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Danifti 
camp.  This  town  was  once  the  metropolis  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Eaft-Artgles ;  and  in  672,  the 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury  held  a  fynod  here.  la 
the  year  870,  it  was  ravaged  by  the  Danes^  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  king  Edmund.  Some  years  after 
they  returned  again,  took  Thetford,  and  fet  it  on 
fire ;  but  for  want  of  provifions,  were  forced  to 
return  back  to  their  (hips.  In  the  year  1099,  they 

fl 

came  again,  when  they  burnt  Thctford  and  Cam- 
bridge, and  rifled  all  the  abbeys  and  churches  in 
their  way,  gaining  a  great  deal  of  plunder,  with 
which  they  returned  to  their  fliips.  After  Ca- 
nute the  Dane  became  king,  Thetford  began  to  re- 
cover, and  was  fo  profperous  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Confeflbr,  that  there, were  nine  hundred 
and  forty-feven  burgefles ;  and  in  the  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  it  had  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  manfions,  and  the  chief  magiftrate  was 
ilyled  conful.  It  was  a  bifhop's  fee  for  fome 
time ;  when  Herbert  Lofinga,  being  made  bi- 
Ihop  of  Thetford  by  William  Rufus,  removed 
the  fee  to  Norwich,  where  it  has  continued  ever 
fincc.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  Thetford 
was  a  place  of  fuch  confequence,  as  to  be  nmade  a 

fuffra- 
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fufFragan  fee  to  Norwich ;  but  it^  continued  fo 
only  during  that  reign. 

Thetford,  in  its  flouriftiing  ftate,  had  eight 
monafteries.  In  the  church  of  St.  Mary^s,  at 
Thetford,  was  a  fociety  of  religious  fo  early  as  the 
reign  of  king  £dward  the  Confeflbr,  if  not  before  j 
and  hither  Arfaftus,  bifhop  of  the  Eaft- Angles^ 
removed  his  epifcopal  feat  from  North  Eimham 
in  1075  ;  but  it  continued  here  only  nineteen  or 
twenty  years  before  it  was  tranflated  to  Nor- 
wich :  after  which,  about  the  year  1104,  a  mo- 
naftery  forCluniac  monks  was  built  herie  by  Ro- 
ger Bigod,  or  Bigot,  and  made  fubordinate  to 
the  abbey  of  Cluny  in  France ;  but  the  place 
being  found  inconvenient,  they  began  a  more 
ftatcly  monaftery  without  the  town,  on  the  other 
fide  the  river.  This  was  finilhed  in  1114,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  was  made  denizen 
in  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
Upon  the  diflblution  of  religious  Jioufes,  its  reve- 
nues, according  to  Dugdale,  amounted  to  3 1 2 1. 
14  s.  4d.  a  year;  but  according  to  Speed  to  41 81. 
6  s.  3  d.  A  priory  of  regular  canons,  of  the-  or- 
der of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  or  the  Crofs,  was 
founded  here  by  William,  earl  of  Warren,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Stephen,  whfch,  at. the  time  of  the 

fup- 
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fttppreflion^  had  fix  religious,  whofe  annua)  re^ 
venue  amounted  to  .39 1.  6  s.  %  d.  On  the  Suffolk 
fide  of  the  town  was  an  ancient  houfe  of  regular 
canons,  dedicated  to  St.  George  jr  but  becoming 
ruinous  and  forfaken^  abbot  Hugh  de  Narwold^ 
and  the  convent  of  St.  Edmundfbury  in  Suffolk, 
placed  nuns  here  ;  at  the  diffolution  of  which  there 
W4S  a  priorefs  and  ten  nuns,  whofe  revenue  amount- 
ed to  40 1.  lis.  2d.  per  ann.  Towards  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Edw.  III.  a  houfe  of  fri- 
ars is  faid  to  have  been  founded  in  the  town  by- 
Henry,  earl,  afterwards  duke  of  La-ncafter.  With- 
out the  town  was  an  hofpital,  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary,  endowed  at  the  fuppreflion  with  only  i  L 
13  s.  6d.  per  ann.  Here  was  an  hofpital  called 
God's-houfe,  before  the  24th  of  Edw.  L-  In  the 
reign  of  Richard  II.  here  was  a  houfe  of  Auguf- 
tine  friars,  founded  by  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of 
Lancafter;  and  heie  was  like  wife  a  college,  de-*; 
dicated  to  Sr.  Mary,  confifting  of  a  mafter  and 
fellows,  which,  at  the  fuppreflion,  was  valued  at 
109 1.  per  annum  4 

Thetford  had  likewife  formerly  a  mint ;  it 
has  been  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  many  of 
our  fovereigns,  particularly  Hen.  I.  and  Hen.  II. 

Queen 
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C^een  Elizabedi  and  James  I.  made  it  one  of 
their  hunCing  feats;  and  the  latter  had  a  palace 
here;  which  Jg  ftiU  Called  the  Kinj^s  Hbufe. 

It  is  Hill  trf*  confiderable  extent^  though  &r 
from  being  fo  populous  as  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
£dw.  III.  whin  It  had  twenty  churches;  and  thft 
above-mentidned  religious  houfes. 

It  fem  td  patUameht  the  ift  of  £dw.  IV. 

CoHPORATtoN^  Itwas  incorporated  the  i6th 
iaf  Elizabeth,  and  confllls  of  a  mayor,  recorder; 
ten  aldCrnienj  and  twenty  common  cotincilmen. 

KESOLUTIONS  ON    'J'HB   ItCItT   OF   ILECTION. 

3d  of  May,  i6«i.  Trii  charter  of  the  i6thof 
^izabeth,  granted  to  the  borough  of  Thetford; 
was  riot  dcily  ftor  legally  fuirerideted. 

7  junej  1685.  Is  in  the  mayor,  ten  alder- 
men; and  twenty  common  cc^ncil. 

l»IuMBER  or  vbxEits — 31. 
REtuRHiNG  OFFICER— The  Mayof. 
Patron— Tht  Duke  of  Grafton. 
Vol.  11/  X  CASTLE- 
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Political  CnARACfER.  Thi^bdrftfagh  fafiVtf 
the  moft  ftriking  contrail  with  the  city  of  Nor- 
T^ich-  The  burgdTes  here  fbrrtief >y  trdre  ibout 
fifty  in  number,  but  fince  this  t)0^ili;C^«s  bec^noe 
rtic  joint  prdperty  df  the  *afl  ^  O^fbrd,  atkt 
countefs  dowager  of  Suffolk^  th^  hfive  thought 
it  convenient  to  reduce  this  number  to  two  only. 
Theeledionof  a  mayor,  -who  i>aKb  thfe  rfeturning, 
officer,  muft  be  made  annually,  out  of  this-  nu- 
merous' body,  coftfifting  of-  the  dejgyman  and 
the  fermerj  who  etedl  each  dth^r  alt€it»Cely  inta 
this  gre^t  and  refpeift^bVe  fituatSon,  and  whahave 
the  honour  to  return  to  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  as  many  members  as  their  conftituant  body 
tonfiftaof.  Nothing  can  hold  .out  the  farcical 
reprefemation  of  this^  country  ^in  more  glaring 
colours  than  this  as  alio  the  immediate  neceflity 
of  fome  kind  of  reformation. 

Anciekt  StATE^  This  borough  obtained  it» 
name  from  an  old  caftle,  which,  together  with 
the  town,  is  fituated  on  a  lofty  eminence.  This 
caftle  was  built  by  William  d'Albini,  earl  of 
Arundel  and  Suffex,  in  the  time  of  king  Hen.  I. 

There 


■ThMe  were  in  the  walls  of  it  thi;ee  tflwcrSj  whici* 
the  lords  Hunftaaton,  Wottoo,  and  Ridon,  wejre 
bound  to  defend  and  maintain  ;  }nd  to  fupport 
their  men,  they  had  a  power  given  them  by  a  fta- 
tuteof^the  gdof  Edwardl.  to  take  provifion  of 
the  drcumjacent  villages,  paying  for  it  within 
forty  days.  From  king  Hen.  I.  CO  the  27th  of 
Hen.  III.  the  Albines,  earls  of  Arundel  and  Suf- 
fex,  held  this  caftle,  by  which  tenure  they  enjoy- 
ed a  third  part  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  port  of  Lynn, 
till  the  people  of  Lynn  befi(^ed  one  of  the  carls 
in  the  caftle,  and  fo  llreightened  him,  that  he 
was  forced  to  releafc  his  right  to  them,  and  fwear 
never  to  attempt  the  recovery. 

Castle-Rising  is  nincty-feven  miles  diHant 
from  London,  and  is  an  ancient  borough  by  pre- 
fcription.  It  was  formerly  a  confiderable  place; 
but  the  harbour  being  choaked  up  with  fand,  it 
is  in  a  manner  deferted,  and  has  loll  its  trade  and 
moft  of  its  inhabitants.  Here  is,  however,  an 
hofpital  for  twelve  poor  men,  and  an  almshoufc 
for  twenty-four  poor  widows,  both  founded  by  the 
family  of  the  Howards.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  is  a  large  chafe,  with  the  privileges 
of  a  foreft.  This  town,  and  fomeof  the  neighs 
X  2  bouring 
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bouring  parifhcs,  retain  the  old  Norman  cuftatri^ 
by  which  all  wills  niuft  be  proved  before  the  pai'-i 
fon  of  the  parifh. 

This  borough  never  fcnt  members  to  parlia- 
ment till  the  lad  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary,    15-58. 

CoRPORATfON.  it  is  g^vemed  by  a  mayoir^ 
who  is  returning  officer. 

Right  01  J^lecttion*    In  the  free  burgefles 

NUNTBER  O^  VOf  ERS^ — rWO. 

Patron  s — Countefs  of  Suffolk,  and  carl  of  Or^ 
ford. 

t  Y  iv/  ^. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  was 
always  attached  to  the  Walpole  family,  undci^ 
whofe  influence  it  continues  at  this  time.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  member  for  this  place  at  the 
time  of  his  fanoous  expulfiori,  in  171 1,  for  alien- 
ating  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  public  money  ; 
,  the  words  of  his  expulfion  being  *'  for  breach  of 
"  truft,  and  notorious  corruption  when  fccretary 
'*  at  w^r.*'      find  it  was  rcfolved  *' that  he  was, 

^  and 
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:^  and  is,  incapable  of  being  eleded  a  member  to 
•«  fervc  in  parlian^ont/'  The  eledors  of  Lynn, 
however,  chofe  him  again,  although  oppoCed  by  ^ 
Mr.  Taylor.  The  unfuccefsful  candidate  petition- 
ed  the  houfe  againfl:  the  re-deAion  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole ;  but  the  houfe  hsd  the  modefty  to  refiife 
Mn  Taylor,  .oa  account  of  bis  having  only  a  mi- 
nority pf  votes,  and  declared  the  dedi^n  void. 
In  tbisx:aiie  the  commons  afied  conj^jitutionsdly ; 
but  in  feating  Mr.  Luttrell  for  thjc  county  j^f 
Middlefex,  inftead  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  their  condud: 
was  certainly  the  reyerfe.  T^eir  convidiqn  of 
the  proceedings  upon  diat  head  being  improper, 
is  manifeflcd  in  their  expunging  thofe  refolutions 
which  had  palled  formerly,  relative  to  that  bufiner3^ 
declaring  them  iJlegal  and  unconflitutionaj. 

AticuNT  State.  Lynn-Regis,  or  King^s- 
Lynn,  is  .thus  named,  by  way  of  dillindion  from 
three  villages  in  xhe  cpunty,  called  Weft-Lynn^ 
North- Lynn,  and  01d«Lynn.  Thie  leafi^  ^^"^ 
thor  of  the  additions  to  Camden  obferye^,  that  [ts 
original  name  was  Len,  which,  in  the  3^xoi| 
tongue^  fignifies  a  farm  or  tenure  in  fee*  It  was 
formerly  called  Bi(hop*5-Lynn,  from  its  belong* 
ing  to  the  bilhop  x)f  Norwich  1  but  0pming  by 
t  exchange 
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exchange  irtto  the 'hands  of  Henry  VlIL  it  ob-^ 
tained  it$prefent  name.  Thegreaiteft  partof  iti» 
fufrounded  with  a  Hirall  and  a  deep  trench,  ancj 
through  irruns  four  fmall  rivers,  over,  which  there 
are  about  fifteen  bridges.  -  From  the  ruins  of  tbc 
works  demoliftied  in  die  civil  wairs,  it  appears  tQ 
have  been  a  place  of  great  ftrcngrii.  It  extends 
/along  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Oufe,  which,  upon^ 
high  fpring  tide,  is  faid  to  rife  twenty  feet  per- 
pendicular,   and   i&  about  the   breadth  of  the 

Thames  above  Loildoq  bridge, 

.  '  '*  •     •  '    • 

At  the  north  end  of  the  town  is  a  fo^t re fs, 
commonly  callefl  St.  Anne*s  fdrt,  vb^Ba  platform 
of  twelve  large  guns,  which  command  alMhips 
that  go  in  and  out  of  the  harbour.  Befides  the 
wall,  it  is  defended  by  regular  ba^ftions  ;  and  the 
ditch  lies  almoft  in  the  form  of  a  femicirclc. 
The  principal  church  is  dedicated  St.  Margaret, 

.and  is  built  in  the  Gothic  taftc.  It  is  accounted 
by  fomf ,  one  *of  the  largeft   parifli-churche  in 

'^  England.  ' 

KiNG's-LvNN  was  a  borough  by  prefcription 

-  before  the  reign  of  king  John,  who,  on  account 

of  its  adhering  to  him  againft  the  barons,  made 

it 


k  JBL  fy€t  l^orqugjb^  wif h  Jarge  privileges,  appoint- 
jui|gith^  towo  a  p/'Qvqft,  and  giving  if  a  filver  cup 
<Qf  a^QUt  eighty  ,€Riaces,  double  gilt  and  ^narfiel- 
l^df  with  fyKurhrgc  lilver  mac^s^  that  are  carrie;4 
jbefore  the  ma,yor;.  king  .Heary  Vlilth's  fword, 
M^hich  he  gave  to  the  t^wn,  pi;i  its  poming  intp 
his  poflcfTion,  by  exchange,  with  the  biftiop  of 
Norwich,  is  likewift  carried  befbj;c  the  mayor. 
King  Hen.  Ill',  madjc  it  a  mayor  |x?wn,  00,  ac,- 
count  of  the  inhabitants  ferving  him  againft  the 
foarons ;  and  in  the  Ute  civil  wars  it  held  out  for 
Charles  L  and  fuftained  a  fiege  againfl:  upwards 
of  1 8,000  men,  fcM*  above  three  weeks  ;  but,  for 
want  of  relief,  was  at  length  obliged  to  fur^ender, 
and  to  pay  ten.fhjillings  a^head  for  every  inhabit 
tant,  with  a  month's  pay  to  the  foldiers,  to  pre- 
vent its  being  plundered.  This  town  has  had  fif- 
teen royal  charters.  It  was  made  a  borough  ia 
the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  1294^ 
Here  was  a  mayor  in  the  time  of  Edw.  IV,   ' 

Corporation.  It  is  jgoverned  by  a  mayor, 
an  high-fteward,  an  under-fteward,  a  recorder, 
twelve  aldermen,  eighteen  common-councilmcn, 
with  other  inferior  officers. 

*  ,  Every 


3ta  f?0RT9UMBElLLANP. 

Every  jfirft  Monday  in  the  months  the  mayot?, 

•         ••••• 

aldermen^  magiflrates^  and  preachers  meet,  t^ 
determine  all  controverfies  in  an  anniicable  man- 
ner  between  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  prevent 

law-fuits.     This  excellent  cuftom  was  eftabli(he4 

>  .  .  • 

in  1558^1  and  is  called  the  feaflofreconciliation« 

Number  of  vot^srs — About  300. 

.  •  «  '  '  "  • 

Returning  officer — The  Mayon 
Pa'tron — Lord  Walpole. 


N  ORTHUMBER  LAND. 

Political   Character, 

X  HE  balance  between  ariftocracy  and  indc- 
pcnflence  is  nearly  even  in  this  county:  The  in^ 
tcreft  of  the  duke  of  Northumberland  is  fo  power- 
ful>  as  to  return  oqq  qf  the  rneipbers^  but  in  1 774^ 
he  attempted  to  briiigin  both ;  in  this  he  was  p|>- 
pofed  by  Sir  William  Middleton,  one  of  the 
prefent  reprefentativcSj,  who,  aflifted  by  the  in- 
dependent yeomen  and  gentlemen,  finally  obtain-. 

^d  ^  vidtory^  and  w^  accordingly  feated* 

•  ."•«    .      . . .  .         . . 

An, 
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Ahcient  State.  This  is  the  old  Saxon  name 
frf"  the  county,  which  was  written  Northan-Hum- 
bcr-londj  fignifying  the  land  or  country  north  of  ' 
the  Humbcr.  It  being  formerly  not  only  a  dif- 
tn&  of  larger  extent  than  it  is  at  prefcnt,  com^ 
prchcnding  Yoikfhire,  Durham,  Lancafter,  Weft- 
moreland  and  Cumberland,  as  well  as  Northum- 
berland, but  was  a  dillinA  kingdom  of  the  Saxon 
heptarchy.  It  is  t  maritime  county,  extending 
farther  north  than  any  of  the  others^  bordering 
on  Bcrwick~upon-Tweed  and  Scotland. 

This,  with  fbmeof  the  adjacent  counties,  was. 
in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  inhabited  by  the  Ot- 
^dini,  O^denif  or  Ottatini,  a  people  fuppofed 
to  have  been  thus  called  from  their  fituation  upon 
the  river  Tyne.  Thefe  people,  being  uneafy  un- 
der the  Roman  g<^vemment,  confpired  with  the 
Caledonians,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Severus. 
and  threw  off  the  yoke ;  at  which  that  prince  was 
fo  provoked,  that  having  aflembled  his  army,  in 
order  to  reduce  them,  he  had  the  cruelty  to  or- 
der his  foldiers  co  give  thein  no  quarter}  but  hit 
death  prevented  the  execution  of  this  inhuman 
^pmmand,  and  the  Britons  were  left  ntaflers  c^ 
thh 
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this  province^  till  TheodafixiB.hndingm  Ei^glandj 
jrecovcr^d  it  out  of  their  hands. 

After  the  Romans  had  withdrawn  their  fof- 
ces,  the  Britons,  who  had  been  exha^ufted  by  the 
braveft  of  their  youth  haying  beeii  lent  afaMrp^.to 
^ht;the  battjes.of  the  Ropijins,  were  obliged  to 
call  in  the  Saxons  to  afliil  them  againlli  the3(;ots 
and  Pids;  but  when  the.Sap^pns  had  V/anquiihed 
their  enemies,  they  fettled  here  jthcmfqlvps^  and 
divided  the  fputh  part  of  the  ifland  into  lieven 
kingdoms,  of  which  Northumberland  was  one  of 
4the  chief.  It  was  firft  brought  under  the  Saxon 
yoke  by  Offa,  the  .brother  of  Hcngift^  and  his 
fon  Jcbufa. 

This  county  lying  on  fhe  borders  of  JScotland, 
whofe  inhabitants  often  made  inroads  into  it^  part- 
ly for  conqucft,  and  partly  for  pillage,  it  was  aj: 
length  found  necellary  toconftitute  particular  go- 
vernors to  guard  and  defend  the  bonders ;  ancj 
thefc  were  called  lords  of  the  Eaft,  Weft,  and 
Middle  Marches.  At  the  fame  time,  every  man 
who  ppfleffed  great  wealth,  found  hi^nifelf  obli- 
ged to  provide  a  caftje  for  his  own  lafcty  and  de- 
fence. 

North,? 


it*-^ 
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Northumberland  is  fituated  in  the  pfovinec 
4Eif  York,  and  didcefc  df  Durham,  haa  fbur  hun^ 
dred  and  lixty  parifties,  and  is  divided ;  into  fijc 
wards,  in  which  are  twelve  market-towns,  Aln- 
wick, fideford,  Berwick,  Ellcfiion,  Hajtwefe!, 
Hexham,  Laennoqth,  Motjyeth,  Newcaftlc, 
Kothbury,  Warkworth, .  and  WoUcn  It  fends 
fight  members  to  parliament,  that .  i^,  twp 
knights  of  the  (hire  for  the  county,  and  two.rc- 
prcfentatives  for  each  of  the  three  following 
towns,.  Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, '  Morpeth,  ^nc^ 
Berwick-upon-Twcedt  /         ^ 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

Political  Character.  The  freedom  of 
this  town,  to  which  the  right  of  eledion  is  annex- 
ed, is  not  partial,  like  Retford  and  other  places,  in 
its  defcent  to  the  eldeft  fon,  or,  like  Durban^,  tq 
the  ybungeft  fons  of  freemen,  but  extends  to ;  all 
the  fons  born  after  the  father  became  free. 

T«E  number  is  too  extenfive  to  fubmit  to  con- 
troul.  The  contcfts  for  the  repr^fentation  of 
|his  town  have  been  numerous ;  but  none  of 

^heni 
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them  have  been  attended  with  any  circunvftances 
of  novelty  which  would  arrcft  the  attention  of 
of  the  public. 

The  anceftors  of  Mr.  Brandling,  one  of  the 
prefent  menibers,  have  reprefcnted  the  place  Co 
long  fince  as  the  reign  of  Edw.  VI.  and  in  fe- 
deral parlian^enu  from  that  period  to  the  prefent 
Cimc. 

Ancient  State.  This  town,  which,  from  its 
jStuation,  is  called  Newcaftle-Hipon-Tyne,  to  dif- 
yinguifti  it  from  Ncwcaftle-under-Line,  in  Staf- 
ibrdfhire,  had  its  name  from  a  caftle  built  here 
J>y  Robert,  the  eldeft  foa  of  Willkun  the  Con- 
queror, to  defend  the  country  againft  the  Scots. 
In  the  time  of  the  Saxons  it  was  called  Moncaf- 
ter,  from  the  monks  that  were  here,  who  all  fled 
when  it  was  depopulated  by  the  £>ane3.  This  is 
the  principal  town  of  the  county.  It  is  feated 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  276  miles  north  by  weft  of  London,  14 
iniles  north  of  Durham,  and  84  north  by  weft  of 
York.  It  has  been  a  borough,  at  leaft  ever  fmce 
the  reign  of  Richard  II.  who  granted  the  mayor 
the  honour  of  having  a  fword  carried  before  him ; 

and 
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tnd  Hen,  VI.  made  it  a  town  and  county  of  itu 
felfj  independent  of  Northun4)erland«/ 

» 

Newcastle  had  Several  religious  houfes  ereded 
fince  the  time  of  the  conquefl ;  particularly  an 
hofpital  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  founded  in  the  reign  of  Edward  L 
but  enlarged  and  endowed  by  one  Aflelack,  about 
the^nd  of  the  reign  of  Hen.  II.  and  annexed  to 
St.  Mary  of  Weftgate.  Near  Weftgate  was  an-^ 
other  hofpital  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  as 
old  as  the  time  of  Hen.  III.  conlifting  of  a  mafter 
and  fix  brethren,  whofe  revenues,  at  the  time  of 
the  (uppreflion,  annually  amounted  to  26 1.  13  s. 
4d.  in  the  time  of  Hen.  III.  here  was  a  priory 
of  brethren  de  Pcenitentia  Jefu  Chrifti,  feated  in 
a  part  of  the  town  cafled  G)nfl:able-Garth.  Be-* 
tweeii  Weltgate  and  Newgate  was  a  houfe  of 
Black-friars,  founded  about  the  year  1260,  by  Sir 
Peter  Scot,  and  his  fon  Nicholas  :  and  near  Pan-* 
don-gate^  flood  a  houfe  of  Grey  friars^  founded 
before  the  year  1300.  Near  the  town  was  a  fmall 
Benedi^ne  nunnery,  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholo^ 
mew,  as  old  as  the  time  of  William  the  Conquer-, 
or,  which,  at  the  dilTolution,  had  ten  nuns,  and 
X  revenue  amounting  to  36 1.    a  year.    Without 

the 


4- 
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the  walls  of  the  town  was  likewife  a  p*iorjr,  ttfr 
hofpital,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalei^,  of  a 
matter  and  brethren,  founded  by  king  Henry  I. 
This  hofpital  w  ftill  in  being,  and  confiftsofa 
tnafter,  and  three  poor  brethren,  each  of  whom 
has  3I.  6s;  a  year. 

This  town  was  made  a  coumty  of  itfelf  by 
Henry  VIII. 

CoRPoiATioN.     It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  re- 

• » 

corder,  aldermen^  and  a  fherifF. 

Right  of  election.  There  is  no  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  refpefting  the  right  of 
deflion,  but  it  is. admitted  to  be  in  the  corpo- 
ration  and  free  burgefles,  refident  and  nan- 
refident. 

Number  or  VOTERS— 2500. 
Returning  Officer — The  flieriffl 


MORPETH. 

PoLiTiCAt  Character.  This  borough  is 
under  the  immediate  and  abfolute  controul  of 
the  earl  of  Carlifle,   Several  attempts  have  been 

made 


mide  by  the  dehors  to  furmount  this  influence^ 
but  they  have  never  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

At  th&geMral  eleftion  in  1774,  Francis  Eyre, 
Efq.  an4  Thomas  Charles  Bigge,  Efq,  were 
candidates  in  oppofitipa  to  the  iHon.  William 
Byrpn^  who  was  couGn,  and  Peter  Delme,  Efq« 
Ivho  was  brother-in-law,  to  the  carl  of  Carlifle* 
On  the  day  of  elcSion,  ap^  lifter  the  clofe  of  the 
poll,  thefe  gentlemen  having  the  majority  of 
votes,  agreeable  to  the  poll  taken  by  the  bailiffs, 
the  populace,  by  threats  and  violence,  compelled 
the  returning  officers  to  fign  a  return  of  Mr.^ 
Eyre,  inftead  of  the  Hon.  William  Byron,  under 
a  pretence  that  they  had  rejedled  many  legal 
votes  for  Mr.  Eyre,  which  would  have  given 
him  a  tnajority  upon  the  poll.  On  the  6th  of 
Decertiber  following,  Mr.  Byron,  and  certain 
eledors  in  his  intereft^  prefented  two  petitions 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  complaining  of  the 
undue  return  of  Mr.  Eyre.  A  committee  was 
chofcn  to  try  the  fame  on  the  24th  of  JanuaVy 
following,  and  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month, 
reported  to  the  houfe, 

•*  That  the  honourable  William  Byron,  the 
^  petitioner,  ought  to  have  been  returned  a  bur- 

"  gefs^ 
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*'  gefs  to  fervc  in  this  pfefent  parliament  Ibr  (k* 
•*  borough  6f  MOrpcth." 

» 

At  the  fame  time  an  order  was  made» 

^  That  Francis  Eyre,  and  the  freemen  ancf 
**  eleftors  of  the  borough  of  Morpeth,  in  the 
•*  county  of  Northumberland,  be  at  liberty  to 
^  petition  this  houfe,  io  qileftioh  the  eIe£tion  of 
^  th^  honourable  WiHiam  Byron,  wrthiit  foufJ 
*  teen  days  nexi!,  if  they  think  fit/* 


.< 


And,  on  Wednefday  the  8th  of  February,  a 
petition  of  Mr.  Eyre  wa^  prefented  to  the  houfe^ 
charging  Mr.  Byroh  and  Mr.  Delme  dire£lly 
ivith  bribery,  by  themfilves  and  agents;  and  that^ 
by  the  partiality  of  the  Returning  officers,'  in  re- 
jefting  the  pethioncir's  votes,  and  by  other  corrupt 
and  illegal  practices,  an  apparent  majority  was' 
procured  for  the  fitting  members. 

A  SIMILAR  petition  had  previoudy  been  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Bigge,  and  another  by  feveral 
aldermen  and  free  burgcffes  of  Morpeth,  corw 
taining  the  fame  allegations. 

These  petitions  were  all  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  the  12th  of  July. 

Thk 
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The  houfe  being  prorogued  before  tbat  day^ 
tand  the  petitions  not  being  renewed  at  the  enfu- 
ing  meeting  of  parliament^  no  examination  of 
their  merits  took  place. 

Ancient  State.  This  borough,  which  is 
feated  upon  a  fmall  river,  called  the  Wcntfbeck, 
is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription.  It  has 
a  bridge  over  the  Wentfbeck,  which  runs  almolt 
through  the  centre  of  the  town.  Being  a  poll 
town,  and  having  a  great  thoroughfare  to  the 
north,  it  has  feveral  good  inns,  and  an  elegant 
town-houfe,  built  by  a  late  earl  of  Carliflc. 

It  never  fent  to  parliament  till  the  firft  of 
Queen  Mary,  1553. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  two  bail- 
liflps  and  feven  aldermev. 

Right  of  Election — 1694,  March  9th— Is 
only  in  the  bailiffs  and  free  burgefles  of  the 
faid  borough. 

Number  of  voters — aoo. 

Returning  OF FiC£R$*->*The  two  bailifis* 

Patron— Earl  of  Carlifje. 

Vol.  II.  Y  BERWICK 
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J8ERWICK  UPON  TWEED. 

The  influence  prevailing  in  this  townj  is  that 
of  the  earl  of  Lifburhe  and  lord  Delaval ;  each  of 
thefe  noblemen  having  a  fufficient  weight  of  in- 
tereft,  at  prcfent,  to  return  one  member. 


Anecdote. 

In  the  year  1768,  Sir  John  Hufley  Delaval, 
and  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  Efq.  were  candidates 
to  reprefent  this  town  in  parliament,  and  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  fecure  the  major  part 
of  the  refident  freemen  in  their  intereftj  fome 
time  previous  to  the  eleftion.  The  candidates, 
however,  who  were  in  oppofition,  canvaffed,  and 
obtained  the  promife  of  the  votes  of  a  great 
plumber  of  the  non-refident  freemen,  who  then 
lived  in  London,  and  agreed  with  a  mafter  of  a 
fliip,  that  he  Ihouldhire  another  veflel,  befideshis 
own,  and  convey  thefe  men  down  to  Berwick  by 
water.  Upon  covenanting  to  do  this,  the  com- 
modore of  th«  convoy  received  two  hundred 
pounds. 

Mr. 
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(Mb.  Taylor,  by  whom  we  were  favoured 
with  this  account,  was  then  in  town,  and,  by  ac- 
cident, heard  of  the  tranfa£lion ;  upon  w^iich  he 
immediately  went  in  fearch  of  the  admiral  of  this 
eleflion  cargo,  whom  he  (bund.  <  He  loon 
perceived  that  this  fon  of  Neptune  might,  for  a 
valuable  confideration,  be  induced,  not  only  to 
change  his  fide,  but  alfo  his  courfe ;  and,  for 
twice  the  fum  which  had  been  given  him  to  land 
his  troops  at  Berwick,  he  arrived  fafe,  and  depo- 
fited  them  on  Norwegian  territories.  By  this 
manoeuvre,  lord'Delaval  and  Mr.  Taylor  took 
jjoffeffion  of  their  feats  without  farther  expence. 

Ancient  State.  This  town  was  originally 
called  Abtcwick,  fignifying,  in  the  ancient  Bri- 
tifii  language,  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  a  river;  but 
according  to  others,  it  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Beornicawic,  which  fignifies  the  town  of  the 
Bernicians,  this  part  of  the  country  being  an- 
ciently called  Bernicia;  others  again  derive  the 
name  from  Berwica,  which  fignifies  a  corn-farm, 
there  being  great  plenty  of  grain  in  the  adjacent 
country.  It  is-pleafa'nily  fauated  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  an  eafy  declivity,  on  the  nonh_  coaft  of 
the  river  Tweed ;  it  is  not  properly  in  (his  county, 
Y  2        ,  or 
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or  even  m  England;  for  in  2i£ls  of  parliarmcnf^ 
and  in  briefs^  it  is  always  diftinguifbed  from 
England^  as  a  town  feparaf  e^  both  firottf  this  king^ 
dom  and  from  Scotland.  It  fofmerfy  bdonged 
to  Scotland,  and  wa3  t!h^  ehirf  town  of  a'  countj^ 
in  that  kingdom,  ftill  called  Bervrickfiiire,  and 
was  one  of  the  four  towns  in  which  the  con- 
vention of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scothnd  were 
held.  It' was  firft  taken  from  the  Scoti  by  king 
Edward  I.  and  has  bce»  ever  fince  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Englifh.  The  language  and  laws 
of  its  inhabitants  are,  however,  a  mixture  of 
Scotch  and  Englifh.  It  has  had  feveral  cbar^ 
ters,  fome  of  which  are  as  ancient  as  the  reign  of 
Henry  V. 

Berwick,  which  is  a  town  and  county  of  it- 
felf,  had  a  caftle,  which  is  now  in  ruins;  but  ha» 
ftill  a  wall  round  it  built  by  order  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth ;  and  is  farther  ftrengthened  by  its  iitua- 
tion,  it  being  almoft  encompaffed  by  the  river 
and  the  fea. 

Sir  John  Grey  founded  a  convent  of  White 

friars  at  Berwick  in  1270;  and  there  was  a  houfc 

of  preaching  friars  before  the  year  1291.     An 

3  hofpital> 
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hofpital^  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  this 
town^  is  mentioned  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  L 
and  the  mailer  and  brethren  of  God's-houle  are 
mentioned  as  being  fettled  in  this  town  about 
the  fecond  year  of  Edward  IIL  Here  was  like«> 
wife  a  houfe  of  the  order  of  the  Trinity,  which 
being  deftroyed  by  Anthony  fieck»  bifhop  of 
Durham,  another  houfe  of  the  fame  order  was 
built  by  William  and  Laurence  Adon;  but  the 
religious  were  afterwards  removed  to  Newcaftle. 
At  South  Berwick,  near  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
D^vid,  king  of  Scotland,  founded,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  a  Benedicline  nunnery.  And  at  Tweeds 
mouth,  which  is  confidered  as  a  fuburb  to  Ber« 

wick,  was  an  boipital,  the  ixiafterJhip  of  which 
was  in  the  bifhop  of  Durham* 

This  town  wa$  fummoned  tp  return  memberi 
to  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIJ* 

CoRPORATiON.-r-By  a  charter  granted  by  king 
James  1.  in  the  year  1602,  it  is  governed  by  a 
jwayor,  recorder^  one  alderman,  and  four  bailiffs, 
^11  of  thom  chofeq  annus^lly  out  of  th^  burgeflet 
of  th?  tQwq. 

RiqHT 
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Right  of  Election.. — 1695,  March  9th— Irx 
the  freemen  refident  and  non-refident. 

Number  of  voters— 600. 
Returning  officers — Mayor  and  four  Bai- 
liffs. 
Patrons— Earl  of  Lifburne  and  l6rd  DelavaL 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Political  Character. 

JL  HIS  county  prcfents  us  uith  the  moll  vio^ 
lent  conteft,  for  ariftocratic  pre-eminence,  thslt 
has  happened  for  many  years  in  this  country. 
It  arofe  between  the  late  earl  of  Halifax  and  the 
prefent  earl  of  Northampton,  in  oppofition  to  the 
late  earl  Spencer, 

The  effedls  of  this  ftruggle  were  of  fufch  a  ten- 
dency to  the  parties  embarked  in  it,  as  to  caufe  the 
eftates  of  the  earl  of  Halifax  to  be  fold  foon  after 
his  death  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors;  the  earl  of 
Northampton  to  live  out  of  his  native  tountry ; 

one] 
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and  the  fortune  of  earl  Spencer  to  be  fo  much 
hurt,  as  not  yet  to  be  entirely  recovered.  The 
final  iflue  of  this  bufinefs  however,  was,  that  each 
party  at  that  time,  brought  in  one  member  5  and 
the  enormous  expenccs  with  which  this  paroxifm 
for  power  was  accompanied,  have  fince  permitted 
the  independent  party  to  exercife  their  rights  in 
the  eleftion  of  their  reprefentatives. 

Ancient  State.  Northamptonfhire  took 
its  name  from  Northampton,  the  county  town. 
It  is  feated  in  about  the  middle  of  England,  and 
extending  in  a  long  narrow  tradl  to  the  north- 
calV,  borders  on  more  counties  than  any  other  in 
this  part  of  Britain.  On  the  eaft  it  is  bounded 
by  Cambridgefliire,  Huntingdonfhire,  Bedford- 
ihirc  and  Buckinghamfhire ;  on  the  fouth,  by 
part  of  Buckinghamlhire  jind  Oxfordlhire;  on 
the  weft,  by  Oxfordlhire  and  Warwicklhire,  and 
on  the  north,  by  l,eicefterfhire,  Rutlandfhirc  anc} 
l-incolnlhire. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  thie  county  made 
a  part  of  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Coritani ; 
and  under  the  Saxoqs  it  belonged  to  the  king<» 
don)  of  Mercia,    There  arc  Roman  remains  in 
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fcveral  parts  of  the  county,  fuch  as  campsi^ 
foundations  of  buildings^  Roman  urns,  coins,  anc} 
many  odier  antiquities.  There  are  likewife  twa 
Roman  roads  which  crofs  it,  the  one  where  it  is 
hroadeft,  and  the  other  where  it  is  narrowed^ 
The  firft  is  generally  allowed  to  be  Watling^ 
ftreet,  and  the  other  only  a  vicinal  way.  How- 
ever,, it  muft  have  htcn  a  road  of  fome  confe-r 
quence,  becaufe  it  branches  out  into  two,  before 
it  leaves  the  county,  the  one  road  running  north-, 
eaft,  and  the  other  north.  The  traces  of  many 
lioufes  and  villas  are  to  be  found  upon  the  mili- 
tary ^ay,  that  were  ufed  by  the  Romans  fo^' 
pleafure  or  retirement, 

This  county  is  divided  into  twenty  hurvn 
dreds,  containing  the  city  of  Peterborough,^ 
and  eleven  market  towns,  yiz.  Brackley,  Da- 
vcntry,  Higham-F^rrers,  Kettering,  Northamp- 
ton, Oundle,  Rockingham,  Thrapfton,  Tow- 
cefter,  and  Wellingbo^j-ough.  It  lies  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Peterbo- 
rough, and  h^s  three  hundred  and  thirty  parifhes. 
It  fends  nine  members  to  parliament ;  viz^ 
two  knights  of  tl^e  ihi^e  foy  the  county,  twa 

citizen^ 


liORTMAMPTON  TOWN,  315 

citizens  for  Peterborough^  two  burgei&s  for 
Koithampton,  two  for  Brackley^,  and  one  for 
Higham-Fcrrers. 

NORTHAMPTON  TOWN, 

PoiiTicAL  Character.  The  right  of  elec* 
lion  in  this  town  being  in  the  inhabitant  houfc- 
l^oldcrs,  fuch  of  them  as  receive  an  annual  dona- 
tion diftributed  at  Chriilmas,  are,  by  a  fpecial 
refolution  of  the  houfe,  difqualified  from  voting. 
This  refolution  is  not  only  repugnant  to  the 
fplrit  of  what  may  be  called  the  prefent  com- 
mon law  of  the  committees,  but  exprefsly  con- 
trary to  the  decifion  on  the  Bedford  petitions 
ini775,and  1792;  when  it  was  determined,  that 
perfons  rec^ving  charily  were  not  thereby  dif- 
abled  from  voting,  but  that  receiving  alms  was  a 
difqualification.  By  this  we  are  to  underftand, 
(hat  the  word  alms  and  charity  are  not  fynony- 
nious. 

CONTRARY    DETERMINATIONS. 

In  the  cafe  of  Aylefbury,  28  January  1698-9, 
it  was  refolved,  that  all  perfons  receiving  alms 
Yithin  ?hc  bpfou^h  of  Aylclbuiy,  purfuant  to 

the 
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the  will  of  Mr.  Bedford,  or  any  other  perfons  re-, 
cciving  any  other  charity  annually  diftributed  with- 
in the  faid  town,  are,  in  refpedt  thereof,  difabled 
to  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  burgeffes  to  ferve  ii\ 
parliament* 

Dec.  4,  1708.  In  the  cafe  of  the  borough  of 
Reading,  it  was  refolved.  That  fuch  perfons  as 
have,  within  izvo  years  laft,  received  Kendrick*s 
charity ^  or  any  other  annual  charity,  have  no  right 
to  vote  in  the  cledion  of  burgefles  to  ferve  in, 
parliament. 

In  the  Coventry  cafe,  February  24,  1701-2, 
It  was  refolved,  that  the  freemen  of  Coventry,  re- 
ceiving alms  or  charity,  have  no  right  to  vote  in 
the  cleftion  of  citizens  to  fe^ve  in  parlian\ent. 

In  1690,  the  houfe  of  commons  refolved^^ 
That  alms  meant  only  parilh  relief;  and  in  the 
cafe  of  Sandwich,  the  31ft  of  Odober  the  fame 
year,  it  w^as  cfpecially  agreed  by  the  committee, 
that  the  freemen  of  the  Port  of  Sandwich  inha- 
biting within  the  faid  Port,  although  they  re^ 
ceive  alms,  have  a  right  to  vote.  To  reconcile 
^hefc  contradictory  r^folutions,  no  other  remedy 
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can  be  adopted  but  that  of  a  plaih  and  iimple 
parliamentary  reform!  Every  queftion  of  elec- 
tion right,  being,  under  the  prtjtnt  form  of 
reprcfentation,  equally  inexplicable,  the  removal 
of  which  will  employ  the  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  the  end  of  time,  without 
any  other  confequence  than  that  of  involving  it 
in  greater  complication  and  intricacy.  The  nc- 
ceflity  of  recurring  to  the  plain  and  fimple  con- 
ftitution  of  our  Saxon  anceftors  becomes  every 
day  more  evident,  when  every -Rafter  of  a  family, 
or,  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  tlie  form,  every 
inhabitant  houfekeeper,  throughout  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ihall  be  admitted  to  the  free  exercife  of  his 
franchife.  The  queftions  then  refpedling  refidcnce 
and  non-refidence,  freemen  obtaining  their  cx- 
clufive  rights  by  private  favor  or  purchafe,  and 
(he  endlefs  train  of  abufes  and  impoiitions  to 
which  the  houfe  of  commons  and  the  public  arc 
gt  prefent  liable,  would  be  removed. 

The  corporation  of  this  town  is  in  the  in- 
tcreftofthe  earl  of  Northampton,  who  is  their 
recorder,  and  has  the  influence  of  nominating  ' 
6ne  of  their  members. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State.  This  town,  according  to 
Gimdcn,  was  fo  called  from  its  northern  fituation 
on  the  river  Nen,  upon  whofe  banks  it  is  fea^ted^ 
und  where  another  river,  named  North  Fandon^ 
falls  into  it  on  the  Weftern  (ide  of  the  town ; 
others  maintain,  that  it  was  anciently  called 
Hamtun  in  the  Sayon  annals,  and  that  north 
was  prefixed  to  it  foon  after  the  conqueft,  to  4iA 
tinguilh  it  from  Southampton,  which  vas  alfo 
before  that  time  only  kni^wn  by  the  name  of 
Hamtun,  It  is  feated  fixty-fix  miles  north-weft 
of  London,  and  appears  to  h^ve  been  an  obfcurc 
place  till  after  the  cpnqueft  ;  yet  it  is  thought  tq 
have  been  very  ancient^  though  no  mention  i§ 
made  of  it  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy;  but 
Henry  of  Huntingdon  obfervcs,  that  it  wa^ 
burnt  down  to  the  ground  by  the  Danes,  ye^ 
was  foon.  softer  rebuilt  by  the  affiftance  pf  king 
Canute;  and  we  find  in  doomfday-booH,  that 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  ConfelTor,  there 
were  in  this  town  fixty  burgelFcs,  who  had  as 
inany  manfions  here.  It  has  fent  members  tq 
parliament  ever  fincc  the  reign  of  Edward  !• 
^d  as  it  lies  in  the  he^  of  the  kingdom,  feveral 
parliaments  have  been  held  there.  The  barons 
fcpgan  their  rebellion  agaiqft  king  Hcpry  III.  ii^ 

this 


Northampton  TOw>t.  3^j 

tliit  tbwii>  Jind  that  prince  took  it  by  aflkult. 
About  the  end  of  that  reign  fome  difcontentcd 
icholars  retired  thither  from  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, and,  with  the  king's  leave,  profeeuted 
their  ftudies  daring  three  years,  and  formed  a 
college  here ;  fo  that  there  appeared  to  be  an  uni- 
Verfity  in  Northampton,  till  this  fociety  was  fup* 
prefled  by  a  fpecial  prohibition,  as  being  injuri- 
ous to  both  univerfities. 

Im  the  time  of  Leland  it  was  cncompaffed 
with  a  wall,  and  had  four  gates,  named  Eaft, 
Weft,  North  and  South  Gate ;  it  had  alfo  a  great 
cattle,  which  ftood  near  the  Weft  Gate,  and  had 
a  large  keep.  There  were  likewife  feven  par ifti 
churches  within  the  walls,  of  which  Allhallows 
Was  the  principal,  and  ftood  in  the  heart  of 
the  town.  In  the  fuburbs  were  two  parifli 
churches;  thus  this  town  had  nine  churches, 
befides  St.  Catharine's  chapel,  which  ftood  in  a 
church-yard  within  the  walls,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
large  chapel  without  the  North  Gate.  Befides 
thefe  churches,  there  were  here  many  religious 
fbundations :  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew  for  Black 
friars  ftood  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  near 
the  North  Gate :  it  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 

William 
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William  the  Conqueror,  by  Simon  Seinli:^,  the 
firft  earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  Maud  his  wifc» 
Hugh,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  confirmed  the  churches 

•  ••  • 

and  ty thes  given  to  this  priory,  and  Henry  !• 
added  his  royal  affent  to  thatVconfirniation,. 
and  granted  the  monks  many  liberties'  ,an J  fran- 
chifcs.  This  priory,  which  was  for  Cluniaq 
monks,  had  been  fubordinate  to  the  foreign  ab- 
bey  of  St.  Mary  de  Caritate,  but  had  been  made 
denizen  in  the  fixth  of  Henry  IV.  and  after- 
wards, at  its  difTolution,  its  revenue  was  valu- 
ed by  Speed  at  334  K  a  year ;  but  by  Dugdale  at 
263 1.  In  the  weft  part  of  the  town  was  an  ab- 
bey of  Black  canons^  dedicated  to  St.  James, 
built  by  William  Peverell,  natural  fon  to  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  before  the  year  1112,  which 
was  valued  at  the  diflblution  at  1 75 1.  8s.  2d.  a 
year.  ,  Within  the  walls  of  the  town,  a  little 
above  the  South  Gate^  was  an  hofpital  dedicated 
to  St.  John  Baptift,  for  popr  infirm  perfons, 
founded  by  Walter,  archdeacon  of  Northampton^ 
about  the  year  1 137,  and  rated,  at  the  fuppreflion, 
at  25 1.  6s.  2d.  per  annum.  The  friars  minors 
had  hired  an  habitation  in  the  parifti  of  St. 
Gilps  in  1224,  but  afterwards  fixed  northward 
of  the  market  place,  upon  ground  given  them  by 

the 
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the  town.  This  houfe  was  valued  at  the  fup- 
preflion  at  6L  17  s.  4d.  a  yean  In  the  horfc- 
market  was  a  priory  of  friar  preachers,  before 
xhe  year  1240,  to  which  John  Dabington  was 
cither  a  founder,  or  a  confiderable  benefadlor, 
which  at  the  dilToIution  was  valued  at  5 1.  7s; 
lod.  a  year.  St.  Mary's  was  a  priory  of  Car- 
melite friars,  founded  and  endowed  by  Simon 
Montfort,  earl  of  Leicefter,  in  the  year  1 27 1 ;  it 
was  feated  within  the  walls,  and  was  valued  at 
the  diflblution  at  lol.  los..  a  year.  A  houfe  of 
Black  friars  was  in  the  ftreet  where  a  horfe-mar- 
ket  was  kept  once  a  week,  and  was  endowed 
with  great  privileges ;  it  had  but  few  benefaftors, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  diflblution  was  valued  only 
at  5  1.  a  year.  In  Brigg-ftreet,  near  the  South 
Gate,  John  Longville,  in  1322,  gave  a  mefliiagc, 
with  the  appurtenances,  for  a  chapel  and  priory 
of  Auguftine  friars.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town  was  an  hofpiral  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard, 
for  a  maftcr  and  leprous  brethren,  before  the 
year  1240.  There  was  alfo  a  college  belonging 
to  the  church  of  All-Saints,  which  was  valued 
at  the  diflblution  at  2  1.  13s.  4d.  a  year.  An 
hofpital,  near  the  Weft-gate,  was  founded  by  the 
citizens  about  the  year  1450 ;  and  without  the 

walls 
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\valls  oi  the  town  was  the  abbey  de  la  Pre,  fof 
Cluniac  nuns,  founded  in  the  reign  of  king  Ste* 
phen  bjr  Simon  Seinliz,  the  fecbnd  earl  of 
Northampton,  and  dedicated  to  Sti  Mary.  At  the 
time  of  the  fupprcflion  here  were  ten  nuns,  when 
the  revenue  of  the  houfe  amounted  to  1 1 9 1.  9  9. 
7  d.  a  yeari 

In  the  year  1695,  this  town  was  burnt  down^ 
but  was  foon  afterwards  rebuilt,  and  now  makes 
a  handfome  appearance. 

It  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  family  of 
Compton. 

Thj[s  town  fent  ah  origine. 

CoRpokATioM.  It  was  incorporated  by  char- 
ter of  king  James  I.  anno  16—,  and  confifts  of  a 
mayor,  2  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  and  48  common 
councilmen,  out  of  whom  the  mayor  is  chofen, 
who  is  ever  after  reputed  an  alderman. 

Right  OF  ELECTION.  1665,  April  26— In  ^^^ 
inhabitant  houfeholders,  not  receiving  alms* 

J>JUMBER  OF  VOTERS— 900. 

Returning  officer — The  Mayor* 
Patron— Earl  of  Northampton,  partially. 

PETER- 
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t^oLiTicAL  Character.  This  city  is  entirely 
independent  in  the  exercife  of  its  cletftive  Fran- 
chife.-  The  inhabitants  who  pay  fcot  and  lot, 
and  who  are  in  huniber  between  four  and  five 
hundred,  have  all  votes  at,  eleAions  for  their 
members' of  the  legillative  alicmbly.  This  be- 
ing a  bilhop's  fee,  the  dean  and  chapter  have 
Very  great  and  fingylar  privilegps.  They  are 
lords  of  the  place,  and  elciit  all,  the  officers,  and 
their  fteward  has  the  honour  of  being  returning 
officer  at  the  time,of  clcftion,  there  being  here 
neither  mayor,  nor  recorder. 

AwcipuT  State.  This  city,  which  is  featcd 
on  the  river  Nen,  feventy-fix  miles  north  by 
weft  of  London,  is  reckoned  the  leafl:  city,  and 
J)oorcft  biftiopric,  in  England.  It  received  its 
name  from  its  ancient  monaftery  dedicated  to 
St.  Peter.  We  are  told  by  ancient  writers,  that 
m  the  river  Ncn,  formerly  caJIed  Avon,  was  a 
gulph  of  prodigious  depth,  named  Medefwell, 
near    which   was   a  towrt,    named    Mcdefv\eli- 

VoL.  11.  Z  Hamp- 
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Hampftead,  or  Mcdcs-Hampftcad.  This  was 
faid  to  have  been  feared  in  a  very  fine  fpot, 
having  on  one  fide  a  meer  of  excellent  water, 
and  on  the  other,  many  woods,  meadows  and 
paftures.  Peada,  the  fon  of  Penda,  the  firft 
king  of  the  Mercians,  was  fo  plealed  with  the 
place,  that  he  determined  to  found  a  monaftery 
here,  and  accordingly  began  it  in  the  year  655; 
but  he  dying,  or,  as  fomc  (ay,  his  wife  caufing 
him  to  be  murdered,  his  two  brothers,  Wolferc 
and  Ethelrcd,  and  his  iiflers,  Kinneburga  and 
Kinnefwitha,  finilhed  and  endowed  it.  After 
this  the  monaftey  flouriftied  about  aoo  years,  and 
was  encompalled  with  a  wall,  which  was  carried 
round  the  town  by  one  of  the  abbots.     However, 

* 

when  the  Pagan  Danes  invaded  this  ifland,  and 
pillaged  all  the  places  wherever  they  came,  Peter- 
borough  was  deftroyed  among  the  reft  in  870. 
In  that  year  the  abbot  of  Crowland  in  Lincoln* 
Ihire,  aad  his  monks,  flying  to  this  mdnaftery 
for  protedion,  were  overtaken  by  thofe  invaders, 
and  murdered  in  a  court  of  the  abbey,  called  the 
monks  church-yard,  from  their  beii)g  all  buried 
in  it ;  and  their  effigies  arc  ftill  to  be  fcen  upon 
a  tomb-ftone  ereded  over  their  commpn  grave. 
The  abbey  after  this  lay  neglc(iled  about  a  hun- 
dred 
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'Sited  ycari,  till  Ethelwold,  bifhop  of  Winchcfter, . 
ifCi&cd  by  king  £dgar>  and  Adulf  his  chancellor, 
tebuilc  it  in  a  mol^  magniBcent  manner;  and 
having  fpeiit  liis  whole  fortune  upon  it,  waa 
ftiade  the  firit  abbot.  He  then  cut  down  the 
Woodsj  built  i^anor-houfcs  and  gnuiges,  and  let 
Ihe  lands  out  at  certain  rents,  by  which  theans 
it  foon  became  filled  with  inhabitants,  while  the 
tnonaftery  obtained  large  revenues  and  great  pri- 
vileges. The  abbots  were  called  to  parliament 
in  the  reign  of  Heniy  HI.  and  had  the  ho- 
nour of  the  mitre  in  the  year  1400.  At  the 
time  of  the  diflplution,  it  had  about  forty  monks 
Of  the  Bencdiflinc  order,  when  tiie  revenues  of 
the  abbey  werft  valued  by  Dugdale,  at  1721 1.  a 
year;  and  by  Speed,  at  1972 1.  King  Hen.  VIII. 
converted  it  into  a  bi(ho|»-k,  and  the  monaftery 
church  into  a  cathedral,  which,  befides  the 
btfhop,  dean,  and  fix  prebendaries,  has  eight 
petty  canons,  .fout  Iludents  In  divinity,  one 
lepiftler,  one  gofpcUer,  a  fub-dean,  fub-treafurer. 
and  chanter;  eight  chorifters,  eight  lingihg-mert, 
two  chancellors,  a  fchoolmafter,  uQier.and  twen- 
ty fcholars;  afteward,  organift,  and  other  infe- 
Vior  officers. 

Z  a  Thou  CM 
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Though  Peterborough  is  an  ancient  city,  it  is 

not  very  large,  having  only  one  church,  befides 

the  cathedral.    The  houfes,  however,  a^e  well 

built,  and  the  ftreets  are  regular,  with  a  hand- 

fome  mark;et-place,  in  ^which  is  a  gpod  iptiarket- 

houfc,  whei'e  the  aflizes  and  feflions  for  the  hun- 

'  ■  ■       1     .    .    . 

dred  are  kept.     Its  jurifdidion  extends  over 

thirty-two  towns  ajid  hamletsi,  in  which  the  civil 

magiftrates,  appointed  by  the  royal  commidion, 

are  vefted  with  the  fame  power  as  the  judges  of 

aflizc,  and  hold  their  quarterly  feflions  in  tjie 

city. 

Peterborough  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the 
family  of  Mordaunt. 

This  city  firft  fent  members  to  parliament 
anno  1547,  1  Edward  VI. 

'        •  ■  '         ,  •  .  • 

Right  OP  Election— 1701, 16  Tppc.  AgrepcJ, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  inhabitant?  paying  fcot 
^nd  lot. 

»■••••  '  * 

1 728^  9  April.  The  execution  pf  thq  precept 
for  cleding  citizens  to  ferve  in  parliaipent,  and 

the 
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the'  making  the  return  thereof;  are  in  the  bailiff 
of  the  faid  city,  appointed  by  the'  dean  ahd 
chapter  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Petcrbo^ 
rough. 

t728j  13  May.  The  right  of  elefting  citizens' 
to  fcrve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Peterbo- 
roughj  is  in  the  inhabitants  within  the  preclnifis 
of  the  minfter,  being  houfeholders  not  receiving 
alms,  and  other  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city, 
paying  fcot  and  l<x. 

Number  of  voters — 500. 
Returning  officer — The  Bailiff  of  the  faid 
city,  appointed  by  the  dean  and  chapter. 


BRACKLEY. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  is 
under  the  folc  influence  and  patronage  of  the 
duke  of  Bridgewater,  The  number  of  voters 
being  only  thirty-three,  and  they  of  the  body 
corporate,  makes  thefe  men  touUy  fubfervient  to 
aristocratic  greatncfa. 

Anctent 
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Ancient  State.  Bracklcy,  which  is  feated 
on  a  place  full  of  brake  or  fern,  whence  it  is  fup^ 
ppfed  to  have  taken  its  name,  is  (ituated  fifty^ 
feven  miles  north-weft  of  London,  and  fuppofed 
to  be  the  third  borough  creded  in  England ;  it 
w  as  once  famous  for  its  tilts  and  tournaments, 
and  a  great  ftaple  for  wool ;  but  that  trade  is  aU 
moft  lofl.  It  is  pleafantly  watered  by  the  fprings 
of  the  river  Oufc,  which  rife  near  the  town, 
Here  arc  two  pvifli  churches,  and  a  free  gram-c 
mar-pfchool.  The  family  of  the  Zrouchcs  built  a 
college  here,  which,  though  much  decayed,  is 
kept  from  falling  to  ruins  by  Magdalen  college 
in  Oxford.  In  this  town  Robert  carl  of  Leicef-, 
ter,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  gave 
a  piece  of  ground  for  biiilding  an  hofpital  upon^ 
which  was  endowed  by  his  fon  Robert,  and 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

Brackley  never  fent  to  parli^n^cnt  till 
Edward  YPs  reign, 

Corporation, — It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
6  aldermen,  and  26  burgelTes, 

Right  of  Voting— j  7 14,  ao  April.  Is  in  thq 
pcrfons  inhabiting  ancient  hpufeS|  or  in  houfes 

l>«il| 
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built  on  ancient  foundations^  paying  fcot  and 
lot. 

Number  or  voters — 33. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor, 
Patron — Duke  of  Bridgewaten 


HIGHAM-FERRERS. 

Political  State.  This  borough, which  fends 
but  one  member  to  parliament,  is  under  the  fole 
influence,  and  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  earl  Fitz- 
william ;  on  which  account  a  coiueft  for  the  re- 
prefentation  never  happens. 

Ancient  State.  Higham-Ferrers,  or  Ferris^ 
which  fignifies  the  high  houfe  of  Ferrers,  derive* 
its  name  from  a  caftle  on  a  riling  ground^ 
anciently  in  the  polTellion  of  the  femily  of  Fer« 
rers.  Jt  is  a  fmall  town,  (landing  on  the  eafl: 
iide  of  the  Nen,  in  a  clean  and  dry  fituation. 
The  church  is  a  handfome  ftrudure,  with  a  lofty 
ipire.  It  has  a  free^fchool,  and  alms-houfe,  for 
twelve  men  and  one  woman.  In  the  tenth  year 
of  Henry  V.  tha^  prince  granted  a  licence  to 

Henry 
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Henry  Chichcley:,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  to. 
found  a  college  here,  (this  being  the  place  of  his 
birth)  for  eight  fecular  chaplains,  four  clerks, 
and  fix  chorifters.  It  was  incof^porated  by  the 
name  of  the  college  of  the  Bleflfcd  Virgin,  St. 
Thomas  of  Cj^njerbury,  and  St.  Edward  the 
Confeflbr.  The  biftiop  endowed  it  with  lands 
in  his  life-time,  and  thefe  were  increafed  after 
his  death  by  his  brothers  Robert  and  William, 
aldermen  of  London,  his  executors.  Its  annual 
value,  at  the  fuppreflion,  accqrding  to  Dugdajie^ 

W^  155  U  2  S. 

This  borough  was  incorporated  anno  2  and  3 
Philip  and  Mary,  and  then  imprivileged  to  re-» 
turn  one  burgefs  to  parliament. 

Corporation — Confifts  of  a  mayor,  7  alder^ 
njen,  and  13  capital  burgefTcs. 

Right  of  Electiojt. — 1702,  28  January.  Is 
in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  burgeffes,  and  freemen, 
being  houfeholders,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  OF  VOTERS— 84. 
RETURNizjTiQ  pFFicER— The  Mayof. 
Patr^n-ttJOwI  FitzwiUiapi, 
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.   NOTTINGHAM  COUNTY. 

PoLiTiOAL  Character.. 

X  HIS  county  is  entirely  under  the  influence 
of  ariftocracy.  The  duke  of  Portland,  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  lord  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Pierre-^ 
pent,  have  large  eftates  in  this  part  of  ihe  coun-.. 
try.  Thefe  four,  or  a  majority  of  them,  can  al-; 
ways  diftate  to  the  county  whoffiall  be  its  mem-, 
hers.  If  an  attempt,  therefore,  of  the  few  inde., 
pendent  party,  fliould  be  made  to  exert  their 
owQ  rights  in  th&choice  of  their  reprefentatives, 
it  vould,  WQ  fear,  be  unfuccefsfuL 

Major  Cartwright,  who  is  the  father  of  tlioi 
Conllitutional  Society,  and  author  ofaplanof 
Parliamentary  Reform,  made  an  eSbrt  to  reftore. 
this  county  to  its  natural  independence;  for  which: 
purpofe  he  oifered  himfelf  a  candidate;  but 
neither  the  eminent  talents  of  this  gcntlemao, 
nor  the  fervice  he  rendered  hit  country,  by  the 
great  number  of  perfons  which  he  en^loyed 
In  iu  manufaS^res,  cotiUl  avail  ajiy  thing  when 
weighed 
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veighed  in  the  balance  againfi  ariftocratic  def* 
potifin, 

Anciei^t  State.  This  county  takes  its  name 
from  Nottingham^  its  capital.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Yorkftiire  and  the  Ifle  of  Axholro,* 
in  Lincolnfhire ;  on  the  eaft  alfo  by  Lincoln- 
Ihirc ;  on  the  fouth  by  Leicefterihirc ;  and  on  the 
weft  by  Derbyfliire,  and  a  fmall  part  of  York* 
Ihire.  It  extends  in  length  from  north  to  fouth 
about  forty.five  miles,  from  eaft  to  weft  about 
twenty-four,  and  is  one  hundred  and  ten  miles 
in  circumference. 

Tre  Britifti  inhabitants  of  this  county,  at  the 
invafion  of  the  Romans,  were  the  Coritani.  A 
military  way,  termed  the  Fofle-way,  enters  this 
county  from  Willoughby-on-the-Would,  near  the 
borders  of  Leicefterfhire,  and  pafling  in  a  north* 
eaft  dire<%on  by  Bingham  and  Newark,  leaves 
Nottinghamftiire  at  a  village  called  Skarle,  a  few 
miles  north-eaft  of  Newark,  pafling  from  thence 
into  Lincolnfhire, 

We  do  no  find  any  thing  memorable  has  been 
i^id  pf  the  co^inty  in  general,  in  the  Saxon  times, 

bcfidcs 
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befldcs  U'hat  is  mentioned  in  Domefday-book ; 
namely^  that  in  Snottingahamfliire^  if  any  perfon 
(hould  plow»  or  make  a  ditch  in  the  king's  high^ 
•way,  in  the  road  to  York,  or  within  two  perches 
of  it,  he  (hould  pay  eight  pounds,  that  is,  eight 
pounds  weight  of  filver,  two  thirds  of  which 
Ihould  go  to  the  king.  This  county  was  divided 
by  WiUian)  the  Conqueror,  among  his  captains 
and  followers,  the  Saxqn  lord3  being  forced  (o 
refign  their  polTeflloQ, 

NoTTiNGHAMSHiai^  is  not  onc  of  the  largcft 
counties,  but,  upon  other  accounts,  yields  to  few 
in  England/ 

It  is  divided  into  eight  hundreds,  or  rather 
(ix  wapentakes  and  two  liberties.  It  lies  in  the 
province  and  diocefe  of  York,  and  has  one  hun^ 
drcd  and  iixty-eight  parifhes,  and  nine  market 
towns,  which  are  Nottingham,  Newark,  Mans-- 
field,  Blith,  Bingham,  Workfop,  Tuxford,  South* 
well  and  £a(l  Redford^  It  fends  eight  members 
to  parliament,  that  is,  two  khights  of  the  (hire 
for  the  county,  and  twp  rcprefentatives  for  each 
of  the  boroughs  of  Nottingham,  Newark,  and 

Eaft  Redfordt 

NOT- 
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NOTTINGHAIVI. 

Political  Character.     This  town  is  not 
under  immediate  influence  of  any  kind ;    arifing 
principally  from  the  great  number  of  inhabitants 
who  are  voters,  and  the  incrcafe  of  its  commerce  and 
manufadures.     It  is  fubjedt  to  the  fame  incon* 
veniences  that  Wcftminfter,  Briflol  and  Leicef-  ' 
ter  are,   owing  to  a  coalition  of  the  leading 
men  of  each  party,  who,  to  avoid  the  expences 
which  would  neceflarily  attend  an  oppofition, 
agree  that  each  fhould    return .  one  member. 
Thefe  unnatural  unions,  which  owe  their  origin 
to  avarice,  and  the  ambition  of  a  few,  who  call 
themfelves  the  great  men  of  the  place,  virtually 
deprive  the  people  of  any  reprefcntation  at  all, 
becaufe,  upon  every  fubjedl  of  importance  which 
is  debated  in  the  fenate,  the  members,  thus  con- 
ftituted,  always  vote  on  oppofite  fides  of  the 
queftion.     The  only  effedual  prevention  of  this 
grievance  that  can  be  devifcd,  is,  that  each  dif- 
tricl  fhould  choofe  either  one  or  three  reprefen- 
tatives,  by  which  their  influence  muft  be  necef^ 
farily  felt  in  every  d^cifion  that  takes  place  in 
the  legiflature  of  their  country. 
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The  right  of  elet^ion  in  tVs  town  was  an- 
ciently, accpr^ing  to  Dr.  Browne  Willis,  in 
t^  inbabitfti^t  hoMfekeepers  payigg  icot  ofii  lot ; 
but,  ]by  a  ceialution  of  the  hpufe  of  commons  of 
lo  June,  lyoi,  this  right  ifi  .made  fo  compli- 
cated, ^nd  open  to  fj;aud  and  IkigatioQ,  that 
evpry  fi;ccniao  of  th^s  towp,  by  a  furreptitious  in- 
denture of  apprenticeftilp,  executed  i(i  any  part 
of>  the  k^qgdom,  may  qualify  any  number  of 
ele^fiors  that  may  fuit  \iis  convenience  or  hi^  in- 
tere^l. 

Ancient  State.  This  place,  which  is  the 
principal  town  in  the  county,  was  called  by  the 
Saxons  Snotlingaham,  from  the  caves  they  found 
in  the  rocks,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
inhabited  by  the  Britons  before  the  time  of  their 
ajrival,  and  is  pleafantly  feated  on  a  rocky  hiU 
facing  the  fouth,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Lecn, 
a(id  near  a  mile  north  of  the  Trent. 

It  is  undoubtedly  orie  of  the  moft  ancient 
towps  in  Great  Britain.  John  Roufe,  a  monk 
of  W?.rwick,  who  wjote  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VII.  places  \t&  foundation  nine  hundred 
^ad  eighty  y^^rs  b^j^r^:  the  birth  of  Chrlll.; 
3  and 
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and  (ays,  that  king  Ebranc  built  this  town  \ipbn 
the  Trent,  on  an  eminence  called  Dolorotis-hilt, 
from  the  great  flaughter  of  the  Britons  mdtde 
there  by  king  Humber/  iii  the  reign  of  Abba« 
na£t.  Iildeed,  it  is  a  general  obfervation,  thstt 
the  Writers  df  hi^ry,  fond  of  the  marvellous, 
have  endeavoured  to  extend  the  origin  of  na- 
tions and  cities  to  the  mofl  diftant  ages,  and  of 
involving  their  origin  in  fables.  However,  Dr. 
Stukelcy  obfervei,  that  Nottinghim  fecms  to  bfe 
as  ancient  as  the  time  of  the  Britons;  for  as foori, 
fays  he,  as  they  had  proper  tools,  they  fell  to 
w6rk  upon  the  rocks,  which  every  where  ofiercd 
themfelve^  fd  commddioufly  for  aftbrdihg  therti 
places  of  retirement  and  (heltef ;  and  Dr.  Deer- 
ing  obfervte,  that  thcfc  works  were  probably 
performed  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans* 
Indeed,  the  whole  town  is,  in  a  manner,  urider-^ 
mined  with  caverns  of  an  amazing  depth  and 
extent ;  fo  that  ic  is  even  queftioned,  whether  all 
the  buildings  on  the  furface  of  the  rock  would 
fill  up  the  vacancies  underneath.  Hence  the 
cellars  cut  in  the  rocks,  are  frequently  as  deep 
as  the  higheft  houfes ;  and  in  digging  for  fbun« 
dations  of  neW  houfes  there  have  been  difco^. 
vered  fpacious  caverns,  before  unknown ;  fome 

of 
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of  thefc  are  faid  to  have  been  arched^  in  a  regu- 
lar manner,  to  have  been  fupported  by  columns,  i 

-       « 

and  to  have  had  a  communication  with  each 
other,  by  paflages  leading  to  very  diftant  parts. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  Cornifh  Bri- 
tons were  (killed  in  mining,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Romans;  but  whether  thefe  fubterraneous 
works  are  of  fo  ancient  a  date^  it  is  impoflible  to 
determine.  Dr.  Deering  fuppofes,  from  the 
Gothic  order  obfervable  in  thefe  ftrudures,  that 
they  were  formed  during  the  heptarchy,  when 
the  Danes,  who  were  pagans,  made  frequent  in- 
roads into  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  in- 
tended as  places  of  refuge,  to  which  they  might 
betake  themfelves  in  time  of  danger,  and  exercifc 
their  religious  fundtions,  without  being  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  thofe  perfecuting  idolaters. 

It  docs  not  appear  that  Nottingham  was  a 
Roman  (lation,  it  being  fituated  at  a  diftance 
from  any  of  their  roads,  and  no  Roman  antiqui- 
ties are  known  to  have  been  found  there ;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  inhabited  hy  the 
Saxons  foon  after  their  arrival,  and  that  they  very 
early  ereded  fortifications  there.    For  the  Danes, 

when 


Y/hen  dicy  rivaged  this  ifland,  came  to  Snottift^ 
gaham,  as  it  was  then  called,  in  the  year  852,  where 
they  were  befieged  by  Bethred,  king  of  the  Mcr^ 
cians,  but  without  fucceft,  they  having  takert 
pofleflion  of  a  ftrong  fortrefs  placed  on  the  rock, 
on  which  the  caftle  was  afterwards  built ;  but 
in  864,  Ethelred,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  and 
his  brother  Alfred,  joining  the  above  prince, 
marched  with  all  their  forces,  inverted  this  for- 
trefs, and  obliged  the  Danes  to  enter  into  a 
capitulation,  in  which  they  promifed  to  retire, 
and  leive  the  kingdom ;  yet  two  years  after 
they  returned,  and  again  took  pofTeflion  of  Not- 
tingham,  where  they  took  up  their  winter  quar- 
ters ;  but  they  were  foon  obliged  to  leave  it,  and 

retire  into  thd  north- 

» 

King  Edward  the  Elder,  the  fon  of  Alfred, 
encompaffed  the  town  with  a  wall,  which  is  now  • 
entirely  demojiflicd,  though  one  of  the  'gates 
was  ftanding  in  the  memory  of  man,  and,  the 
names  of  the  reft  are  prcfervcd  in  thofe  of  the 
ftreets,  which  led. to  them.  Camden  and  HoU 
linfliead  affirm,  that  the  caftle  was  built  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  which  is  certainly  true; 
though  Dn  Thoroton,  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of 

the 
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fhie  C<Alnty,  ttiainuins  that  it  was  built  by  WiU 
liam  de  Pevere1>  his  natural  Ton,  whom  that 
prince  not  only  made  earl  of  Nottingham,  but 
gave  him  the  cuftody  of  the  caftle,  and  of  Sher- 
wood-foreft.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  his 
fon  William  loGng  the  caftle^  was  fo  exafperated^ 
that  lie  demolifhed  the  town,  which  continued 
in  a  ruinous  condition  till  his  fether,  being 
^ceably  fettled  on  the  throne,  aflifted  the  in- 
habitants in  rebuilding  it,  and  granted  diem  a 
new  charter. 

Ih  the  year  1194,  king  Richard  I.  called  ft 
great  council,  or  pariiament  here;  and  king 
John  caufed  twenty-eight  Welch  gentle- 
men, who  had  been  delivered  to  him  as  bof* 
tagcs  for  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  tbeir 
cojDtiyroen,  to  be  hanged,  on  account  of  tht 
Welch  having  again  taken  up  arms  againft  him. 

Ih  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  a  great  council 
met  at  this  towh,  when  the  king  being  made 
fenlible  of  the  mifchiefs  that  enfued  from  the 
vile  anions  of  Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of  March, 
who  was  too  familiar  with  the  queen-mother, 
and  under  the  Jhetter  of  her  authority,  was  in- 

Vok.  II.  A  a  flamed 
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llamed  with  fuch  pride  and  arrogance^  as  t6  bd 
jguilty  of  the  moft  arbitrary  proceedings,  thought 
it  neceflary  to  bring  him  to  condign  punilhmeht. 
Upon  this  the  king  privately  ordered  Sir  Wil- 
liam Montague,  conftable  of  the  caftle,  to  take 
to  his  affiftance  feveral  trufty  perfons,  to  put  the 
advice  of  the  council  into  execution.     Thefc 
got  into  the  caftle  by  a  fecret  winding  afcent, 
unknown  to  the  queen  and  Mortimer,  cut  from 
^he  bottom  of  the  rock  to  the  top,  and  entered 
the  room  next  the  queen's  lodgings,  where  they 
found  the  earl  with  Henry,  bifhop  of  Lincoln^ 
and  fane  others,  who  for  fpme  time  flood  on 
their  defence;  but  two  of  their  company  being 
(lain,  the  reft  were  taken  prifoners.     The  earl 
pf  M^arch  was.  taken  down  through  the  above 
paflage,  and  fen t  to  l^ondon,    where,  at   the 
meeting  of  parliament,    articles    of  impeach- 
ment vere  preferred  againft  him,  and  he  was 
fentenced  to  be  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered, 
which  was  executed  at  the  cop^imon  gallows, 
called  the  Elms,  near  Smithficld.     This  private 
paflage^  which  is  without  the  tawn  s^nd  caftle 
walls,  was  probably  made  long  before,  and  in- 
Tended  to  relieve  the  caftle  with  men  andprovi- 
fions^  in  cafe  the  tgwn  fliould  be  in  the  poflef- 

lion 
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ftdti  of  an  enemy  j  but  from  the  afcove  t'lrcum* 
tlaflce  it  obtained  the  name  of  Mortimer's  hole^ 
by  which  it  is  ftill  called^ 

SdWaUd  IV.  fo  much  enlarged  and  adorned 
the  caftle,  that  it  fecmed  in  a  manner  new  built  t 
and  his  brother  Richard  III.  made  farther  im- 
Jirovismen'ts,  and  rendered  it  one  of  the  com- 
pieteft  fortreflcs  in  the  kingdom.  David, 
king  of  Scotland,  was  kept  prifoner  here^  before 
he  was  fent  to  London,  and  during  his  confine- 
ment, is  faid  to  have  carved  the  hiftory  of  Chtift's 
palTion,  and  other  ■curious  Ribjefts  in  reliefi  on 
the  walls  of  his  prifon  ;  but  as  he  was  ill  of  his 
Vounds  while  he  continued  there,  thefe  works 
were  probably  performed,  if  they  were  not  done 
before,  by  one  of  his  attchdams. 

The  Jituation  of  the  caftle  dA  a  fteep  rock, 
and  the  ftrength  of  its  fortifications,  rendered  it 
Jaipregnable  by  ftorm^  though  in  tbe  barons 
Vars  it  was  taken  by  fucprize.  In'  the  civil  wars 
king  Charles  1..  fet  up  ius  .fiandard  here,  but 
it  became  aftf  rwardj  a  garrifon  for  the  parlis' 
ment.  From  the  Rutland  family  (to  which  'n 
^     .  A  a  «      ■  ■  "was 
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was  given  before  the  civil  wars)  it  came  t>y  ihif 
mother's  fide  to  the  duke  of  Buckinghamj  and 
he  fold  it  to  William  Cavendifli^  marquis  and 
afterwards  duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  laid  the 
foundatioi!!  of  the  prefent  noble  ftrudurej  which 
was  finiflied  in  the  year  1679^ 

This  town  was  incorporated  long  before 
king  Henry  IL  gave  it  a  charter;  for  in  £d^ 
ward  the  Confeifor's  time  it  had  a  hundred  and 
feventy-^three  burgefles.  Many  of  our  kings 
have  in  this  town  kept  their  court,  and  aflem-- 
bled  here  feveral  parliaments.  It  was  anciently 
governed  by  two  bailiffs^  coroners^  and  a  com- 
mon council.  King  Edward  I.  impowered  them 
to  choofe  a  mayor  annually.  Henry  VI.  in  the 
twenty-feventh  year  of  his  reign,  made  it  a 
county  of  itfelf^  changed  the  bailiffs  into  fheriffs, 
and  appointed  it  to  be  governed  by  a  ms^or, 
and  burgefles.  The  town  is  divided  into  f<^ven 
urards,  anfwering  the  nijimber  of  aldermen^  twh 
4»f  thefe  having  one  of  them  committed  to  kh 
care,  though  hq  is ,  oot  confined  to  live  in  it ; 
-and,  as  a  juftice  of  peace,  bis  power  extendi 
•throughout  all  the  liberties  of  the  tpw^i. 

CoRPORil- 
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Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
6  aldermen,  a  recorder,  3  fheril^,  and  Sf  com- 
mon councilmen. 

RiGHTOF  Election— June  10,  lyoi.  Agreed, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  mayor,  freemen,  and 
freeholders  of  forty  fliillings  a  year;  and  that 
the  elded  fons  of  freemen  by  birth,  and  th« 
youngeft  fons  of  freemen,  who  have  fervid  feven 
years  apprenticelhip,  whether  at  Nottingham  oc 
elfewhere,  and  alfo  fuch  perfons  as  ferved  ap- 
prenticefliips  to  any  freemen  of  Nottingham, 
were  well  entitled  to  demand  their  freedom. 

Number  or  voters— About  1700. 
Returning  officers— The  Sheriffs, 
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Political  Character.  The  right  of  elcc-. 
tion  in  this  borough  is  in  the  bailiffs,  aldermen, 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen,  in  ^hom 
the  qualification  o^rejidence  within  the  /ozmisnot 
neceflary.  The  freedom  is  obtained  either  by 
patrimony,  as  being  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  freeman 
3  born 
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born  within  the  borough ;  by  fcrvitudCji  in  co^fe^ 
quencc  of  having  fervcd  feven  years  apprenticc-c 
fhip  to  a  freems^n  within  the  fan\C  limits ;  ojc  bjf 
redemption,  which  is  by  gift  of  the  bailiffs  and 
aldermen.    Thofc  who  obtain  their  franchife  by 
this  Ipecial  favour  of  the  junto  pf  aldermen,  muft 
be  inhabitant  houfeholders  at  the  time  they  are 
made  f re f^  but  may  leave  their  habitations  the 
fiext  day;  ^nd  by  this  method  of  qualification,  a 
fingle  houfe  may,  by  the  court  of  aldermen,  be 
made  the  inflrument  of  doubling  the  whole  num-f 
ber  of  eledlors  between  one  elcftion  and  another, 
or  of  piultiplying  their  own  party,  fo  as  to  fecure 
the  return  of  any  candidate  whofe  intereft  they 
may  think  proper  to  cfpoufe^    In  every  charter: 
granted  by  the  crown  we  find  the  fame  power  ^as 
been  inverted  in  the/^w,  to  control  the  inde-^ 
pendence  of  the  many^  where  a  monopoly  of  the 
election  right  in  the  corporation  does  not  exclude 
the  people  altogether  from  a  (h^re  in  the  choicQ 
of  tficir  reprefentatjves, 

The  aldermen  of  Retford  have  not,  however, 
b«en  under  the  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  tq 
the  exercife  of  this  power,  like  their  brethren  at 
Qaflifle.  Dij^hamjl§eaford^  and  man^  other  places^, 
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who  have  incurred  the  corrcdtion  of  parliament, 
and  the  cenfure  of  the  public,  a  mutual  agree- 
ment between  the  aldermen  and  freemen,  each 
to  nominate  a  member,  and  a  concurrence  in  the 
eletEHon  of  them,  rendering  this  me^ure  uhnecef- 
fary, 

THEaldcrmcn,  being  in  the  intereft  of  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  receive  with  implicit  condefcenGon 
his  grace's  inftrudtion^  for  regulating  their  poli- 
tical condu(J>j  and  the  freemen,  with  a  fcrupulous 
attention  to  eftahUJbed  cujioms,  feledl  fome  neigh- 
bouring gentleman  for  their  reprefentative. 

In  juftice  to  the  freemen,  and  in  conformity  to 
that  line  of  impartiality  which  it  is  our  anxious 
endeavour  to  keep,  we  cannot  conclude  our  ac- 
count of  this  borough  without  relating  that, 
under  the  impreflion  of  gratitiide  to  major  Cart- 
wright,  who  employs  upwards  of  Hx  hundred  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place  in  the  manufai5lure 
of  woollens,  and  out  of  refpeft  to  that  eftimation 
in  which  his  public  chara£ter  and  private  virtues 
arc  univerlally  held,  they  made  him  an  offer  of 
their  unbiaffed  fuf&ages  at  the  lad  eledion ;  but 
-dibctber  that  gentleman  conceived  ic  inexpcdiepr 
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to  waftc  his  time  in  mock-harangues^  and  divid-. 
ing  againft  decifive  majorities^  or  whether  he 
conlidered  the  poll  of  honour  in  the  prefent  ftatc 
of  things  to  be  a  private  ftation^  we  cahnot  take 
upon  us  to  determine ;  he  declined  the  honour 
they  intended  him»  but  has  not  abated  that  pa« 
triotic  zeal  which  he  has  fo  eminently  difplayed 
in  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

Anciint  State.  This  town^  which  is  called 
Redford  or  Retford,  is  feated  on^the  river  Idle^ 
about  three  miles  to  the  weft  of  the  great  road 
from  London  to  York,  and  five  miles  fouth-weft 
of  Bligh.  It  had  the  name  of  Redford,  from  a 
ford  over  the  river  Idle,  and  is  fometimes  called 
£aft-Redford»  from  its  fituation  on  the  eaft  banlc 
pf  that  river,  and  to  diftinguilh  it  from  a  village 
fituated  on  the  oppofite  bank,  which  is  called 
Weft-^Redford.  It  is  a  royal  demefne ;  and  king 
Edward  J.  granted  the  town  in  fee*farm  to  the 
burgefles,  with  power  to  cboofe  two  bailiffs  for 
its  government;  this  town  is  joined  to  Weft- 
Redford  by  a  ftone  bridge  over  the  Idle  ;  how- 
ever there  arc  two  diftind  parifiies,  and  Weft- 
Redford  is  only  remarkable  for  its  fine  hofpital^ 
founded  by  Sir  John  Dorre)^  doSx^r  of  phyfic^ 

in 
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in  the  year  1666,  and  is  governed  by  a  mafter 
and  ten  brethren.  The  mailer's  lalaty  is  15I. 
a  year,  and  the  ten  brethren  have  each  10 1. 
befides  iQs.  for  a  load  of  coals  every  year,  ani) 
fix  yards  of  cloth  every  other  year.  Twenty 
nobles  are  allowed  to  a  fteward^  uid  Bfieen  fliiU 
lings  to  a  nurfe.  There  is  a  garden  and  or- 
chard  adjoining,  divided  into  ten  fharesifor  the 
ten  brethren,  and  alfo  an  allowance  of  aboujt 
10 1,  a  year,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  fcholar  in 
Exeter  college  Oxford. 

This  borough  never  fent  members  to  parlia- 
ment till  13  queen  Elizabeth,  except  one  return 
which  it  made  9  Edward  II. 

Corporation.  By  a  charter  of  5  James  I^ 
it  is  governed  by  3  bailifis  and  is  aldermen. 
The  bailies  are  diflinguilhed  by  the  titles  of 
fenior  and  junior;  the  former  of  whom  is  cho- 
fen  out  of  the  aldermen,  and  the  junior  out  of 
fuch  freemen  as  have  been  chamberlains.  The 
bailiffs  and  (leward  for  the  time  being  are  juf- 
Uces  of  the  pcace^  and  of  the  quorum  within  the 
borough. 

Right 
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Right  or  Election — 1701,  15th  April.  la 
as  well  in  the  burgefles  non-rcfidents,  as  in  the 
burgcfles    refident    within    the   faid   borough, 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfc, 

/ 

J701,  17th  March.  The  younger  fons  of  free^ 
men  of  the  borough  of  Eaft-Retford,  have  not  a 
right  (o  demand  their  freedom  of  the  faid 
borough, 

17Q2,  28th  November.     Perfons  not  inhabit-, 

ing  the  faid|borough,  are  incapable  of  being  madc^ 

free  of  the  fame  by  redemption.     All  the  fons  of 

freemen  have  a  right  to  the  freedom  pf  the  faid 

•feprough, 

1705, 17th  January,  Is  in  fuch  freemen  only 
as  have  a  right  to  their  freedom  by  birth,  as 
elded  fons  of  freemen,  or  by  ferving  feven  years 
apprenticefhipj  or  have  it  by  redemption,  whe-» 
ther  inhabiting  or  not  inhabiting  in  the  faid 
borough^  at  the  time  of  their  being  made  free. 

1710,  1  ith  Januaty. "  Is  in  fuch  freemen  only 
ai  have  a  right  to  their  freedom  by  birthj^  as  eld^ 
^ft  fons  of  freemen^  or  by  ferving  feven  yearai 

i^ppreu-p 
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»ppRnttcefhip>  or  have  it  by  redemption,  jnhfu 
biting  in  the  Taid  borough  at  the  time  of  their 
being  made  free. 

Number  or  voters.— i  la. 
Returning  officers. — The  two  bailiffi, 
Pj\tron. — Duke  of  Newcaftle,. 


TOWN  OF  NEWARK. 

PoLiTiCAt  Character,  A  conteft  has  ex- 
iftcd  here  above  a  century,  between  thofe  who 
were  taxod,  and  thofe  who  were  not  taxed,  but 
were  of  fufficient  ability,  and  of  courfe  had  a 
right  to  be  fo,  as  in  the  cafes  of  LeomiDfterand 
peaford. 

The  faoufe  of  commons,  in  i699icamecoa 
fefolution,  that  all  who  paid,  or  ought  to  pay 
fcot  and  lot,  had  a  right  to  vote  at  eleflions  of 
members  ofparliament;  hut  a  contrary  one  has 
£nce  been  pafled  in  1791,  which  ftates  the  right 
to  be  in  the  mayor^  aldermen,  and  inbabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot.  In  this  refolation,  the  words 
«  pught  to  pay,"  are  omitted.  The  inhabitants 
who 
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vrho  were  not  rated,  have  at>pealed  to  this  laft 
decifioD,  and  their  appeal  is  now  before  the 

houfe. 

If  this  laft  rcrolution  fhould  not  be  amended^ 
the  choice  of  the  members  of  pafrliament  will^  in 
a  great  meafure,  depend  upon  the  overfeers^  who 
will  always  be  the  creatures  of  the  corporation, 
and  who  will  put  no  perfons  in  the  poorn-ates, 
but  thofe  who  are  friendly  to  their  own  party. 
By  thefe  means  a  majority  of  the  town^^  if  jpimi- 
cal  to  their  parliamentary  connedion^  may  be 
deprived  of  their  legal  franchife. 

The  influence  here  is  chiefly  that  of  the  duk« 
of  Newcaftle  and  the  duke  of  Rutland.  The  in^ 
tereft  of  the  former  arifes  from  the  great  number 
of  houfes  which  he  has  in  this  town ;  and  that  of 
the  latter  from  the  eftates  and  principal  manfion 
wtiich  he  has  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  leader 
of  the  oppofition  to  thefe  Interefts  is  William 
Dickenfon  Raftal,  Efq.  who  fupported  William 
Faxton,  £fq.  the  petitioner  to  the  houfe,  the  laft 
year,  againft.the  return  of  John  Sutton  Manners, 
£fq.  and  William  Crofbie,  Efcj.  and  was  unfuc* 
cefsful  on  account  of  the  laft  refolution  which  wo 

ftated 
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Ihkted  bMvc.  Several  aftiona  for  bribery  were 
brought^  the  taft  Lent  a^^es  at  NotUn^aqi, 
againft  Mr..  Raftal*  bpt  being  unrupported  l^ 
f»3>.  A  verdid  w&s  given  in  his  favour  vgon 
cath  of  than* 

THifi  borough  is  the  laft  in  England  that  re- 
ceived the  privilege  of  fending  members  to 
pailiament>  iy  charier,  granted  April  the  t^tfa, 
sg  Charles  II. 

The  borough  of  Wenlock,  in  Shropfliire,  wai 
the  firft  that  ever  obtained  the  fame  privilege  by 
fimilar  author!^,  egth  November,  1478*  in  the 
ceiga  of  Edward  IV. 

Anciint  State.  This  town,  which  is  feated 
«n  the  river  Trent,  a  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
miles  Dorth-weft  of  London,  and  fourteen  miles 
north-eaft  of  Nottingham,  derives  its  name  from 
a  caftle,  built  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  by 
Alexander,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  and  called  the 
New  Work,  from  which  it  is  faid  to  have  taken 
its  name.  ■• 

Twiscaftle  Vasbefieged  by  the  barohi;  but 

the  gJtrrifon,  by  their  fallies,  ravaged  and  fpoilci 

thol^ 


ihdfe  of  their  potifeffions  and  lands  which  lay  Mijf 
it.  Ori  the  acceffion  of  Henry  tit.  to  the  throncfi 
ihe  barons  had  dbtained  thiscaftle;  but  Hemy 
£aafed  it  to  be  t-eftbi-ed  to  th^  bilhop  6f  Lincoln^ 
During  the  civil  wars,  it  kept  a  ftrbfig  gatrifon 
for  king  Charles  I.  till  the  laft,  nor  was  it  ever 
taken  till  that  iinfohunate  prilled  piit  himfelf  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Scots  army,  which  lay  beford 
it,  and  ordered  the  governor  to  deliver  it  up^ 
after  which  it  was  demolifhed ;  a  great  part  of  thd 
walls  are  however  ft  ill  ftanding» 

I'he  river  Trefit,  about  two  riiiJes  fouth  of  thi 
town,  divides  into  two  bfanchts,  wbith  form  1 
fmall  ifland,  by  uniting  about  two  niiles  north  of 
it»  Newark  is  feated  on  the  eaftern  branch,  and 
lias  a  bridge  Over  each  of  them4     The  parifh 

It'  •  •  • 

church  is  efteemedoiie  of  the  fineft  in  England, 
of  the  Gothic  kind,  all  the  windows  of  which 
being  finely  painted.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  meet-i 
ing-houfes.  The  town  was  originally  incorpo- 
rated by  king  Edward  VL  and  was  governed  by 
an  alderman,  and  twelve  aififtants.     It  is  a  hand- 

* 

fome,  flourifhing,  well  built  town,  with  a  market- 
place fo  fpacious,  that  lord  Bellafyfe  drew  up  ted 
thoufand  men  in  it>  when  he  defended  the  town 

for 
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fo^  .king' Charies  li  againll  thtt  Scots  atttiy. 
Hoc  is  >a.  free-fdiool  ffounded  by  Thomas  M^-^ 
fiusj  anda  charityi^fchoslfor  ibirty-fix  boys,  fup- 
pdrted  by  voluntary  coniribution. . .  ;     '; 

Newark  was  fonnerly  walled  rounds  and 
Tome  have  thought  thath  was  the  Roman  ftation 
called  Ad  Pontero,  in  the  itinerar^of  Antooumsi 
bat  Horfley  is  of  opinion,  that  that  -ftatJon  muft 
bi  fought  for  two  or  three  miles  ToHthiweft  of 
this  town,  though  he  makes  no  doubt  of  its  bav-- 
ing  rifen  out  of  the  ruins  of  Ad  Pontem  on  one 
fide,  and  thofe  of  Crocolana  on  the  other.  Some 
Roman  coins  have  been  found  in  the  town,  and 
Dr.  Stukeley  obferves,  that  North  Gate  is  fomcr- 
what  like  a  Roman  work. 

By  a  charter  of  king  Charles  II.  it  was  incor' 
j>orated,  and  imprivileged  to  return  members 
to  parliament,  Aprils^th,  anno  regni  29,  on -ac- 
count of  its  loyalty  to  bis  father,  king  Charles  I. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor* 
twelve  aldermen,  and  as  many  afliftants. 
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RicHt  Of  £lection4'  1 676/8 1  ft  M^rcli.  fijf 
virtue  of  a  charter  gtanted  to  the  town  of  New* 
ark  upon  Trent,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham^ 
the  town  of  Newark  hath  a  right  to  fend  burgeflei 
to  parliaments 

*      * 

16^9^1 700»  11th  JdniiaJT^*  iTfae  tnayor,  ^ 
dermen,  and  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  bo«^ 
rough  of  NewaHc  upon  Trent,  who  pay,  or  ought 
to  pay,  fcot  and  lot  within  the  faid  borough^ 
have  a  right  to  vote  at  the  eleSiori  of  member! 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough* 

1791,  March  lid.  The  right  of  voting  for 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
t)f  Newark,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  all 
the  inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot  within  the 
feid  borough. 

Nt;M0BR  Of  V0TXR&— >700» 

KaTVRNiKo  oFFictR — The  mayon 
Patrons— The  duke  of  Rutland  and  duke  of 
>iewcaftic« 


(  3h  ) 
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Political  Character. 

J.  HIS  county  is  entirely  under  the  influence 
ofariftocracy.  The  dukeof  Marlborough  always 
returns  one  of  the  members,  and  the  carl  of 
Abingdon,  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  lord  vifcount 
Wcnman,  Sir  Henry  Watkin  DaQiwood,  and  Sir 
Gregory  Page  Turner,  the  other.  The  great 
conteft,  in  the  admtniftration  of  the  duke  of 
Newcallle,  in  1754,  between  lord  vifcount  Par- 
ker, now  earl  of  Macclesfield,  and  Sir  Edward 
Turner,  on  the  minifterial,  and  lord  vifcount 
Wenham,  and  Sir  James  Dalhwood,  on  the  fide 
of  oppofition,  firft  brought  the  famous  Mr. 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  now  lord  Hawkefbury,  into 
poUtical  notice.  Since  that  period  the  above  no- 
blemen have  fettled  the  members  among  ihem- 
felves, without  appealing  to  the  freeholders.  The 
above  four  candidates  being  returned  members 
by  the  flieriff,  inftead  of  two  of  them,  there 
was  no  fitting  member  for  the  coun:y.  Any 
member  might  have  moved  the  houfe  upon  this. 
Vol.  II.  B  b  the 
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the  very  firft  day  of  the  feiSon ;  and  the  fheriff 
might  have  been  ordered  to  attend^  and  give  an 
account  of  his  proceeding  ;  however  no  notice 
was  taken  of  it  till  Nov.  18,  fo  that  the  houfe 
was  not  legally  fuch,  till  the  county  of  Oxford 
was  reprefented^  though  it  met  on  the  14th,  and 
did  buiinefs.  All  the  four  candidates  petitioned^ 
viz.  lord  Parker,  Sir  Edward  Turner,  lord 
Wenham,  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood. 

The  friends  of  the  two  former  moved,  that 
the  matter  of  the  petitions  fhould  be  heard  im- 
mediately ;  but  thofe  on  the  other  fide  infifted^ 
that  the'  merits  of  the  return  ought  to  be  firft 
heard  and  determined,  which  was  certainly  rea- 
fonable.  They  therefore  moved  for  the  pre- 
vious queftion,  whether  the  queftion  upon  this 
motion  fhould  now  be  put  ?  Becaufe,  if  the 
previous  queftion  had  been  carried  in  the  nega-- 
tive,  they  would  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
move  for  appointing  a  fhort  day  to  confider  of 
the  return,  and  ordering  the  high  ftieriff  to  attend* 
But  this  the  court  party  were  againft,  and  car- 
ried their  point,  that  the  matter  of  the  petition 
fhould  be  heard  on  the  third  of  December  fol- 
lowing.    It  was  afterwards  moved,  by  the  op- 

pofition. 
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pp^tion,  t^flt  the  liigh  OieriiF,  OiQuld  attend  on 
the  day  of  he^jring;  but  this  was  carried  in  the 
,  negative.  }t  appeared  that  the  flieriff  had 
gjven  ^  very  ui^fair  advantage  to  the  cgurt 
get^tlefnen,  by  pillowing  them  to  make  their  ob- 
jeflions  to  all  the  voters  through  the  whole 
poll,  before  the  oppofiiion  gentlemen  ihould 
objcft  to  one  individual  1  of  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  go  through  half  before  the  end  of  the 
inoiith,  when  the  writ  was  returnable.  The  lat- 
ter therefpre  infifted,  that  they  were  fairly  elec- 
ted, becaufe  they  had  an  acknowleged  majority, 
wfaich  could  not  be  fet  afide,  by  fuch  an  unfi- 
nilhed  fcrutinyi  in  which  fcrutiny  belides  they 
had  not  an  equal  chance.  It  was  therefore  in- 
cumbent on  the  court  gentlemen's  counfel  to 
endeavour  to  overthrow  the  majority  claimed 
by  their  antagonifts.  It  was  carried,  that  the 
oppoGtion  counfel  fhould  proceed  to  fhew  the 
general  merits  of  their  caufe.  They  did  fo, 
and  propofed  to  difqualify  no  lefs  than  540 
voters  for  the  court  gentlemen.  Then  witneffes 
were  examined  for  proving  the  partiality  of  the 
flieriff,  and  for  "  proving  lord  Parker,  and  Sir 
Edward  Turner,  and  their  agents,  guilty  of  brU 
dcry ;  for  which  purpofe  they  likewife  produced 
B  b  <  letter!^ 
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letters,  which  they  proved  to  be  the  hand^writing 
of  the  faid  two  gentlemen.  Nine  days^  were 
fpent  in  proving  voters  on  the  court  fide  dit- 
qualified.  Lord  Parker,  and  Sir  Edward  Tur- 
ner anfwered  objcftions  againft  the  fherifF,  and 
endeavoured  to  clear  themfelves  of  the  accufa« 
tion  of  bribery,  which  they  retorted  upon  therr 
antagonifts.  They  then  fpent  ten  days  more  in  en- 
deavouring to  clear  their  voters.  After  this  they 
propofed  to  fet  afide  522  of  the  oppofite  voters,  in 
which  they  fpent  eleven  days.  Finally  the 
oppofition  counfel  fpent  ninedays  in  the  reply. 
Many  feparate  queftions  were  debated,  "  moft, 
if  not  all  of  which,  were  determined,  by  a  great 
majority,  in  favour  of  lord  Parker  and  Sir  Ed- 
ward Turner,  the'court  gentlemen." 

A  MOTION  was  made  by  the  oppofition,  that  all 
copyholders,  holding  by  court  roll,  and  not  at 
the  will  of  the  lord,  have  right  of  voting  for 
county  members.  This  motion  was  made  on 
purpofe  to  have  a  negative  put  upon  it;  but 
it  was  put  afide  by  the  previous  queftion ;  when 
lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  de- 
clared duly  eleftcd. 
*  ■         • 

Ancient  State,     T^jis  is  an  inland  county^ 
called  by  the  Saxons^  Oxenfordfcirc^  bounded 

00 
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on  the  nonh-eaft  by  NorthamptonHiire ;  on  the 
north-weft  by  Warwickfliire  j  on  the  eaft  by 
Buckinghamfhire;  on  the  fouth  by  Berkfhire, 
and  on  the  weft  by  GloucefterQiire. 

This  county,  in  common  with  Gloucefter- 
fiiire,  was,  at  the  invafion  of  the  Romans,  inha- 
bited by  the  Dobuni  j  the  Anealitcs  alfo,  a  peo- 
ple mentioned  by  CxTar,  feem  to  have  inhabited 
ihcfe  parts,  and  are  generally  thought  to  have 
been  feated  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  county. 
With  regard  to  antiquities,  few  or  none  have 
been  found  that  are  Britifli,  except  feme  pieces 
of  their  money,  particularly  fome  of  Cunobelin, 
faid  to  be  king  here  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour.  It  is  remarkable,  that  alt  thefe 
Britifh  pieces  are  concave  on  one  fide,  and  con- 
vex on  the  other,  and  that  they  are  all  of  gold,  or  at 
leaft  of  a  mixture  of  gold  and  fllver.  Ikenild- 
ftrect,  one  of  the  four  Roman  principal  ways  in 
England,  entersOxfordftiire  out  of  Buckingham- 
fhire, at  a  village  called  Chinnar,  and  running 
fouth-weft,  pafles  the  river  Thames  into  Berk- 
ihire  at  Goring,  about  half  way  between  Reading 
and  Wallingford.  The  Akeman-ftreet,  a  Ro- 
man confular  way,  thus  called  from  Akemancef- 

ter. 
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ter,  the  ancient  name  of  the  city  of  Bath,  to 
which  it  leads',  enters  this  cbiihty  from  BiickJhg- 
hamfliire,  near  Bicefter,  and  ruhhihg  fouth-^eft 
through   Woodftock    park,    croHes   the    rivers 
Charwell,  Evenlode,  ancj  Windrufh,  and  enters 
Gloucefterfliire  to  the  Fouth-weft  of  BnVford. 
There  are  alfo  ftill  the  remains  of  one  of  the 
Roman  vicinal  ways,  at  prefent  called  Grimes- 
Dyke,  which  enters  this  county  from  Berklhire, 
near  Wallingford,  crofles  the  Thames,  and  run- 
ning fouth-eaft  crofles  Ikenild-fti^eet,  and  paflTes 
the   Thames   a  fecond   time,   near  Henley  in 
Berkfhire.     This  road  appears  for  the  moft  part 
a  high  caufeway  or  bank,  and  in  fome  places  di- 
vides into  two  caufeway s,  with  a  deep  trench  be- 
tween them.     Roman  coins  and  medals,  feyeral 
pavements,  urns,  lachrymatories,  and  veflels  for 
oil,  h^ve  been  found  in  this  county. 

This  county  is  divided  into  fourteen  hun- 
dreds :  it  lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury  and 
diocefe  of  York,  and  contains  two  hundred  and 
eighty  parifhes,  one  city,  and  twelve  market 
towns ;  namely,  the  city  of  Oxford,  Bamptofi, 
Burford,Banbury,Bicefter,Dcddingtoii,  Chipping 
Norton,  Jflep,  Thame,  Henley  upon  Thames, 
Woodftock,  Whitney,  ?ind  Wadington ;    and 

fends 
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fends  nine  members  to  parliament,  viz.  two 
knights  of  the  fhirc  for  the  county,  two  citizens 
for  Oxford,  two  reprefentatives  for  that  univer- 
fity,  two  burgefles  for  the  borough  of  Wood- 
ftock,  and  one  for  Banbury. 

OXFORD  CITY. 

Political  Character.  The  corporation 
and  freemen  at  large  are  almoft  alt  under  the 
influence  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the 
earl  of  Abingdon,  each  of  whom  has  a  fuffi- 
cicnt  intcreft  to  return  one  of  the  members. 
This  city  is  remarkable  for  an  aft  of  bribery, 
committed  by  alraoft  all  the  members  of  the 
corporation.  In  1767  Philip  Ward,  Efq.  then 
miyor,  in  conjuniSion  with  Thomas  Robin- 
'  Ton  and  John  Brown,  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  city, 
and  feveral  of  the  aldermen,  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir 
Thomas  Srapleton,  Bart,  and  the  honourable  Mr. 
Lee,  their  members,  ftating  that  they  would  eleft 
them  again  at  the  next  general  eledion  for  a 
certain  fum  of  money,  ftipulated  in  that  letter, 
and  acquainting  them,  that  unlefs  they  complied 
with  that  condition,  they  certainly  fliould  not 
meet  with  their  fupport.  This  letter  was  pro- 
duced 
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duced  in  the  houfc  of  commons  by  the  honour^ 
able  members  who  received  it,  when,  upon  being 
read,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  concerned 
in  writing  that  letter  fhould  be  taken  forthwith 
into  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms.  They 
were  accordingly  taken  and  brought  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  were  by  th^m  committed  to 
Newgate;  but  after  a  confinement  of  fome  con-* 
fiderable  time,  upon  their  petitioning,  and  fetting 
forth  to  the  houfe  their  hearty  for  row  and  fin- 
cere  contrition  for  their  offence,  they  were  dis- 
charged, after  being  reprimanded  on  their  knees, 
by  the  fpeaker,  in  the  following  words ; 

^'  Philip  Ward,  John  Treacher,  Sir  Thomas 
Munday,  Thomas  Wife,  John  Nicholcs,  John 
Philips,  Ifaac  Lawrence,  Richard  Tawncy,  Tho- 
mas Robinfon,  and  John  Brown  ,• 

**  The  offence,  of  which  you  have  been  guilty, 
has  juftly  brought  you  under  the  fevere  difplea- 
fure  of  this  houfe.  A  more  enormous  crime  you 
could  not  w ell  commit,  fince  a  deeper  wound 
could  not  have  been  given  to  the  conftitution  it- 
felf,  than  by  the  open  and  dangerous  attempt, 
which  you  have  made  to  fubvert  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  this  houfe.     The  freedom 

of 
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.of  this  houfe  is  the  freedom  of  this  country, 
which  can  continue  no  longer,  than  while  the 
voices  of  the  cleflors  arc  uninfluenced  by  any 
bafe  or  venjil  motive.  For  if  abilities  and  in- 
tegrity are  no  recommendation  to  the  elec- 
tors, if  thofe  who  bid  higheil  for  their  voices  4re 
to  obtain  them  from  fuch  detefl:able  confidera- 
tions,  this  houfe  will  not  be  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  Inflead  of  be- 
ing the  guardians  and  pfotedtors  of  their  liber- 
ties, inftead  of  redrefling  the  grievances  of  the 
fubjeifV,  this  houfe  itfelf  will  be  the  author  of  the 
woril  of  grievances;  it  will  become  the  venal 
inllrument  of  power  to  reduce  this  happy  na- 
tion, the  envy  apd  admiration  of  the  world^ 
10  the  loweft  ftate  of  mifcry  and  fcrviiudc. 
This  is  the  abjc^  condition  to  which  you  have 
attempted  ro  bring  your  fellow  cilizehs, 

"  Many  circumftances  concur  to  i^ravate  your 
olTencc.  The  place  of  your  rcfidence  was  a  An- 
gular advantage.  You  had  at  all  times  the  exam- 
ple of  one  of  the  mod  learned  at^d  rcfpefbable 
bodies  in  Europe  before  your  eyes.  Their  con- 
dud  in  every  inftance,  but  efpecially  in'  the 
choice  of  their  reprefentatives  in  parliaiijent,  was 
well  wonhy  your  imitation. 

«  Youi 
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«*  You  are  magiftrates  of  a  great  city.  In  fuch  a. 
Ration,  it  was  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  on 
you  to  watch  over  the  morals  of  your  fellow-ci- 
tizens ;  to  keep  yourfelves  pure  from  venality  ; 
and  to  prevent,  by  your  influence,  thofe  under 
your  government  from  being  tainted  by  this 
growing  and  peftilential  vice.  How  have  you 
Jibufed  this  truft  ?  You  yourfelves  have  fet  the 
infamous  example  of  proftitution  in  the  moft 
public  and  daring  manner :  furely  you  muft 
have  felt  fome  remorfe  from  the  generous  dif- 
dain  with  which  your  corrupt  offer  was  rejefted 
by  your  reprefentatives.  They  thought,  and juftly 
thought^  that  a  feat  in  this  houfe,  obtained  by  a 
Tree  and  independent  choice  of  their  conftituents, 
was  the  higheft  honour  to  which  a  fubje6l  can  af- 
pire ;  and  ^  that  difcharging  their  duty,  as  fuch 
reprefentatives,  was  the  nobleft  of  fervices. 
Sorry  I  am  to  fayj>  that  thefe  confiderations  do 
not  appear  to  hav«  had  theleaft  weight  with  you. 
However,  you  have  s^t  laft  acknowledged  your 
guilt,  and,  by  your  petition  ycfterday,  you  feem 
confcious  of  the  enormity  of  your  offence. 
This  houfe,  in  the  terror  of  its  judgments,  al- 
ways thinks  upon  mercy ;  nor  do  they  evpr  infli£l 
punifhment  but  for  the  fake  of  example,  and  to 

prevent 
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pyfeveht  'dithett  fibin  bccotaiing  the  objeSt  dt 
Iticir  terentnrertt, 

"  THfe  cennircpaflfed  uptsnyott,  will,  they  hoj)*, 
have  that  effca.  You  are  now  tbcobjed  of  their 
mercy,  and  arc  brought  to  tht  bat-  lo  bf  dif- 
chat-ged. 

"Mat  you  be  pcnttratedwith  aduc Tenfe  of 
thbir  juftice  and  lenity  l-^May'  ^oa  atorie  for 
your  paA  offeire^  by  a  conftiaiit  endeavoar  to 
make  a  right  ufc  of  the  invaluaMe  privilege 
which  you  enjoy  &s  ele3on  ! — Cunfider  th^ 
privileges  as  a  facredtrufl  repofed  in  you.  DilT* 
charge  it  with  integrity.  Bat  before  you  rife 
from  your  prcfcnt  poftarc,  I  do,  in  obedience  of 
the  commands  of  this  houfe,  Reprimand  you, 

"  I  AM  new  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  are  dif- 
charged, paying  your  fees." 

Ancient  State.  This  city,  which  is  rooft 
delightfully  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
at  the  diftance  of  fifty-five  miles  from  London, 
vies  with  every  other  place  in  England  for  anti- 
(juity  ;  the  fabulous  biAory  placing  its  origin  a 
thoufand 
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thoufand  years  before  tke  time  of  our  Saviour^ 
and  afcribing  its  foundation  to  Memprick,  king  of 
the  Britons,  from  whom  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
called  Caer-Memprick,  or  the  city  of  Mem- 
prick,  a  name  faid  to  have  been  afterward^  chan- 
ged to  Caer-Bofia,  the  city  of  BoQa,  and  again 
to  Rhid-Ychen,  a  name  of  the  fame  meaning 
with  Oxen-ford,  the  Saxon  appellation,  from 
which  its  prefent  name  is  fuppofed  to  be  derived. 
This  city  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  called  at  dif^ 
ferent  times  Bellofitum  and  Beaumont,  ia  allufion 
to  the  beauty  of  its  fituation  :  we  are  alfo  told» 
that,  being  deftroyed  by  the  Saxons,  in  their 
firft  attempt  upon  this  country,  Vortigern,  the 
Britifh  king,  rcftpred  it  to  its  former  grandeur, 
whence  it  was  called  Caer- Vortigern. 

It  however  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of 
no  great  confideration,  till  king  Alfred  re- 
founded  an  univerfity  here,  in  the  year  886. 
That  wife  prince  is  generally  confidered  as  the 
founder  of  the  univerfity,  though  he  was  only 
the  reftorer  of  learning  at  this  place.  At  his  ac- 
ceflion,  all  kinds  of  literature  had  fuffered  fo 
much  by  the  wars  with  which  England  had  been 
laid  wafte^  that  very  few  could  read  £ngli(h,  and 
X  fcarce 
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fcarce  a  Iingle  prieft  in  the  kingdom  underllood 
Latin.  To  remedy  which  inconvenience,  he  01^ 
dered  pope  Gregory  the  Firft's  paAoral>  contain- 
ing the  duty  of  pallors,  to  be  tranflated  into  £n- 
glifli,  and  having  fent  a  copy  of  it  to  every  bi- 
fbop  in  his  dominions,  affembled  feveral  men  of 
literature,  among  whom  were  Grymbald,  and  John 
the  monk,  who  were  diftinguifhed  for  their  piety 
and  learning,  whom  he  fettled  at  Oxford  in  the 
year  886.  That  city  having  been  before  a  femina- 
ry  of  learning,  Grymbald,  and  the  learned  men 
who  accompanied  him  hither,  wereoppofed  by  the 
old  feholars,  on  their  prefcribing  new  ftatutes, 
inftitutes,  and  inftru£tions  to  the  lludents,  who 
upon  this  pleaded,  that  letters  had  long  flouriOi- 
ed  there,  and  that  there  being  then  but  few  ttu- 
dents,  was  owing  to  their  having  been  expelled 
in  great  numbers,  by  the  tyranny  of  pagans  and 
inBdels.  They  likewifc  maintained,  that  they 
were  ready  to  prove,  by  the  teftimony  of  their 
annals,  that  good  rules  and  orders  had  long  fub- 
filled  for  the  government  of  the  place;  rules 
prefcribed  by  Gildas,  Melkin,  Nennius,  Kent!- 
gern,  and  other  perfonj  of  great  learning  and 
piety,  who  had  profecuted  their  ftudies  at  that 
feat 
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feat  Qf  lei^rning,  and  forined  and  improved  tb^ 
conftitution  of  iw  univerfity. 

During  Gryipb^td'^  ftay  ^^  Oijford^  hean4 
Sj.  Neot  w^re  regent^  and  readers  of  divinity  \ 
Affer,  a  monk  of  extraordin^^ry  part^  and  know- 
ledge,  taught  grammar  and  rhetoric,  John^  A 
monk  and  colleague  of  Grimbaldj  taught  geome^ 
try  and  aftronomy;  and  Jphn^  a  monk  of  §t. 
David'S|  logic,  mufic,  and  arithmetic.  The 
above  animofitieshad  fubCfled  during  three  years, 
vhen  they  were  carried  on  with  fi^ch  violepce, 
that  upon  Griipbald's  complaint  to  the  king>  \\ft 
came  in  perfon  to  Oxford,  vrhei-it  he  was  at  great 
pains  in  hearing  both  parties,  and  endes^vour^ng 
to  accommodate  tl^eir  difference^ :  at  length, 
{laving  exhorted  them  \o  live  in  friendOiip,  he 
left  them,  in  hopes  they  would  comply;  but 
the  ftudents  continuing  their  'oppofttjon,  Qrim- 
t>ald  retired  to  the  monaftery  at  Winehefter, 
which  h^d  been  lately  founded  by  Alfred- 

TniLT  excellent  prince  is  faid  to  have  built 

three  halls,  all  fubjeft  to  one  head,  called  by  th^e 

names  of  Great  Univerfiiy-hall,  Little  Univer^ 

4  fity- 
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fity-hallj  and  Lefs  UDiverfity-baU,  in  which  he 
placed  twenty-fix  ftudents  in  divinity,  to  whom 
he  gave  annual  ftipends.  Others  are,  however,of 
opinion,  that  Alfred  founded  only  one  hall,  under 
a  three-fold  dillin£tion,  from  the  fciences  taugh 
in  it.  Such  is,  however,  the  foundation  of  what 
Is  now  called  Univerfity-coUege,  which  is  allow- 
ed to  be  the  moll  ancient  in  Oxford.  Yet  fome 
have  maintained,  that  this  college  had  fcholari 
long  before  the  reign  of  Alfred,  and  that  St. 
John  dc  Beverley,  who  died  in  the  year  721,  re- 
ceived his  education  there ;  they  alfo  fuppofe,  that 
Alfred  only  built  the  boufe,  towhicb  he  gave  the 
naine  of  Great  Univerfity-hall,  and  provided  the 
ftudents  with  exhibitions. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Ethelred,  the  city,  toge- 
ther with  this  college,  were  facked  and  burnt 
by  the  Danes,  in  the  year  1002,  and  were 
fcarccly  rebuilt,  when  kingHarold,in  i036,being 
highly  incenfed  againft  this  place,  for  the  mur- 
der of  forae  of  his  friends  in  a  tumult,  banifhed 
the  fcholars;  but,  by  an  edift  of  Edward  the 
Confeffor,  the  fcholars  were  reftored  to  their  an- 
cient habitations  andpenfions. 

Willi  ANf 
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William  the  Conqueror,  being  defirous  of 
abolifhing  the  Englifh  tongue,  and  unwilling  to 
have  the  dodrines  of  the  church  any  idiger 
preached  in  it,  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  cler- 
gy and  fcholars ;  on  which  he  flopped  the  fti- 
pends  granted  them  by  king  Alfred,  and  reduced 
them  to  live  on  charitable  contributions.  The 
inhabitants  then  joining  in  a  rebellion^  William 
befieged  the  city,  took  it,  and  gave  it  up  to  be 
plundered,  in  revenge  for  fome  affront  one  of 
the  inhabitants  offered  him  from  the  walls. 
That  prince  is  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  funounded 
the  city  with  new  walls,  of  which  the  North- 
gate,  and  fome  fcattered  fragments,  are  ftill  re- 
maining. 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  the  magiftrates  of 
Oxford  having,  without  trial,  hanged  up  three 
pricfts  or  fcholars  belonging  to  the  Univerfity,  for 
a  murder,  of  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
liocent,  the  ftudents  retired  from  Oxford,  to 
Reading,  Salifl)ury,  Maidflone,  Cambridge,  and 
other  places ;  by  which  means  the  town  became 
fo  impovcrifhed,  that  it  fent  deputies  to  the  pope's 
legate  at  Weftminfter,  who  begged  pardon  upon 
theii:  knees,  and  fubmitted  to  do  public  penance ; 

upon 
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upon  which  the  fchoUrs,  sifter  four  or  five  years 
abfence,  returned. 

At  what  time  Oxford  was  Brft  dignified  with 
the  title  of  an  Univerfity,  is  uncertain  ;  but  in  the 
year  1356,  inanaddrefs  from  the  univerfity  to 
the  king,  it  is  exprefsly  called  an  Univerlity,  and 
^he  fecond  fchool  of  the  church,  after  the  univer- 
fity of  Paris :  and  before  this  time,  the  popes,  in 
(heir  decretals,  allowed  the  title  of  an  univerfity 
CO  none  hue  thofe  of  Paris,  Oxford,  Bononia,  and 
Salanunca. 

About  the  year  1318,  we  find  the  Hebrew 
tongue  began  to  be  ftudied  in  this  univerfity, 
where  it  was  taught  by  a  Jewifti  convert,  towards 
whofe  falary  every  clerk  in  Oxford  contributed 
one  penny  out  of  every  mark  of  his  ccclcfiaftical 
revenue. 

This  city  fent  eh  origine  members  to  parlia-' 
mem,  and  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  III.  was  govern- 
ed by  a  mayor. 

The  city  of  Oxford  gives  the  title  of  earl  to 
the  fiimily  of  Harley. 

Vol.  H.  Cc  The 
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Corporation. — Confifts  of  a  mayor,  retcfrdef 
four  aldermen,  eight  a(Iiftants»  two  bailiflfe,  and 
twenty- four  common  council-men.  The  mayor 
for  the  time  being  officiates  at  the  coronation  of 
dur  kings  in  the  buttery,  and  has  a  large  gilt  bowl 
and  cover  for  his  fee.  The  magiftracy^  of  the 
dity  is  fubjcft  to  the  Chancellor  and  vice-chan- 
cellor of  the  univcrfity,  in  all  affairs  of  moment, 
tvcn  in  thofe  relating  to  the  city ;  and  dvery  year 
the  vice-chancellor  adminifters  an  oath  to  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  (herifFs^  that  they  will  maintain  the 
privileges  of  the  univerfity  :  befides,  on  the  lOthr 
of  February,  the  mayor,  and  fixty-two  of  the 
chief  citizens,  in  a  folemn  manner,  pay  each  one 
penny  at  St.  Mary*s  church,  in  lieu  of  a  great 
fine  laid  upon  the  city,  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  when  fixty-two  of  the  fludenrs  were 
murdered  by  the  citizens. 

Right  of  Election. — 1621,  19  Feb.'  Stated, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  mayor,  fifteen  more, 
called  the  magiftrates,  and  common-council, 
making  in  all  forty-eight,  together  with  the  firee- 
men  of  the  faid  city. 

Number  of  voters — About  looo. 

Returning  officers— The  mayor  and  bailiffs. 

Patrons— Duke  of  Marlborough  and  earl  of 

Abingdoni 

OXFORD 


Oxford  university. 

Political  Character.  The  political  princi- 
ples  of  the  members  of  this  univerGly  are,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  ihofe  of  toryifm.  They  Bave  al- 
ways affifted  and  given  Ihelter  to  royalty,  when- 
ever it  was  diftreflcd  by  the  parliament  or  people. 
Solittle  are  they,  however,  to  be  influenced  in  the 
choice  of  their  reprefcntatives,  that  they  do  not 
fuffer  any  canvas  to  be  made,  nor  either  of  the 
candidates  to  be,  at  the  time  of  ele^ion.  within 
ten  miles  of  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  univerGty. 
Their  reprefentatives  arc  men  poffeffing  the 
fame  fentiments  refpeHing  civil  and  religious 
government  that  they  themfelves  do,  fo  that  in 
all  probability,  their  prefent  members  will  be 
continued  in  the  fame  honourable  lituation,  as 
long  as  they  are  able  «  perform  the  duties  an- 
nexed to  it. 

Ancient  State.     This  univcrfily  is  one  of 
the  noblelt  in  the  world,  both  with  refped  to 
the  opulence  of  its  endowments,  and  the  magni- 
ficence of  itsbuildings,aswell  as th^ convenience 
C  c  a  of 
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of  its  manfions  for  ftudy.     It  confifts  of  twenty 
colleges  and  five  halls,  and  is  a  corporation  go- 
verned by  a  chancellor,  a  high-fteward,  a  vice- 
chancellor,    two  pro6)ors,  a  public  orator,    a 
keeper  of   the  archives,  a  regifter,  three   ef- 
quire  beadles   carrying,  filver  maces  wrought 
and  gilt,  three  yeomen  beadles  with  plain  filver 
maces,  and  a  verger  with  a  filver  rod.     The 
chancellor  is  ufually  one  of  the  nobility,  and  is 
the  fupreme  governor  of  the  univerfity.     He  i& 
chofen  by  the  ftudents  in  convocation,  and  con- 
tinues inhisqffice  for  life.     The  high  fteward 
is  nominated  by  the  chancellor,   but  muft  be 
approved  by  the  univerfity.     His  office,  which 
alfo  continues  for  life,  is  to  afiift  the  chancellor 
in  the  government  of  the  univerfity,  and  to  hear 
and  determine  capital  caufes,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  the  privileges  of  the  uni- 
verfity.    The  vice-chancellor,  who  is  always  in 
orders,  and  the  head  of  fome  college,  is  likewife 
appointed  by  the  chancellor,  and  approved  by 
the  univerfity.     As  he  is  the  chancellor's  de- 
puty, he  governs  the  univerfity  according  to  it« 
ftatutes,  and  choofes  four  pro-vice-chancclIor^ 
out  of  the  heads  of  colleges,  to  officiate  in  his 
abfence.     The  two  proftors  are  mafiers  of  arts, 
chofen  annually  in  turn,  out  of  the  fevcral  col- 
leges 
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legei  and  halls;  and  their  bufinefs  is  to  keep  the  - 
peace,  to  punifh  difordersj  hirpedt  weights  and 
meafures,  appoint  fcholaftic  exercifes,  and  the 
taking  of  degrees.  The  public  orator  writes 
letters  in  the  name  of  the  univerfity,  and 
harangues  princes  and  other  great  perfonages 
vho  vifit  it.  The  keeper  of  the  archives  has 
the  cuflody  of  the  charters  and  records;  and 
(he  regifter  records  alt  the  public  tranfaftions 
of  the  univerfity  in  convocation. 

The  officers,  fellows,  and  fcholars, maintained 
by  the  revenues  of  the  univerfity,  amount  to 
about  a  thoufand,  and  the  number  of  fuch  fcho- 
Jars  as  live  at  their  own  expence,  is  ufually  about 
two  thoufand,  the  whole  amounting  to  three 
thoufand  perfons  j  befides  a  great  number  of  in- 
ferior ofiicers  and  fervants  belonging  to  the  fe- 
veral  colleges  and  halls,  which  have  each  their 
ftatutes  and  rules  of  government,  under  their 
refpe£tive  heads,  fellows,  and  tutors. 

In  this  univerfity  are  annually  held  four  terms 
for  public  exercifes,  Ie£lures  and  difputations ; 
and  fet  days  and  hours  when  the  profeflbrs  of 
every  faculty  read  their  leflures ;  and  in  fome  of 

the 
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the  coireges  Hre  public  leftures^  to  which  all  per.. 
foDs  are  admitted^ 

This  place  was  firft  imprivileged  to  fend  mem- 
bers to  parliament^  by  king  James  I,  by  diploma, 
dated  March  i9th|  anno  16Q3. 

Right  or  Election.— In  the  doiflors  and 
aftual  mailers  of  the  univerfity. 

Number  of  voters-— About  6qo# 
Returning  officers — ^The  vice-chancelloT 
and  heads  of  colleges. 

WOODSTOCK. 

Political  Character.  This  borough, which 
is  adjoining  to  the  wall  of  filenheim  park,  is 
wholly  under  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborought  There  having  been  no  oppofi- 
tion  to  fo  potent  an  intereft,  the  right  of  voting 
has  never  come  under  the  adjudication  of  2^ 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  ft  is  ad^- 
mitted  to  be  in  a  mayor,  four  aldermen,  fixteen 
burgeflcs,  and  the  freemen  at  large. 

Ancient  State.  Woodftock  is  fo  called  fron^ 
the  SftJ^on,  WudeftpC|  which  (ignifies  a  woody 

placet 
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place.  It  has  been  a  royal  feat,  and  here  king 
Alfred tranflated  Boetjus  de  Confolatione  Ptu- 
lofophic.  In  the  time  of  king  £thetred  it  was 
fo  conflderable  a  place,  that  he  called  a  parlia- 
ment here.  After  the  conqueft,  Henry  I,  took 
great  delight  in  the  palace  of  this  town,  made 
fome  additions  to  the  buildings,  and  tnclafed 
the  park  with  a  ftone  wall  ^In  this  palace  Hen.  II. 
refided,  when  Rice,  prince  of  Walec>  came  in 
the  year  1 163,  to  do  homage  to  that  king  and 
his  fon.  But  what  renders  thii  place  moll  fa- 
mous, is  a  labyrinth  built  by  that  princ^  called 
Rofamond's  Bower,  with  a  boufe  in  it.  to  fecrete 
hii  concubine  Rofamond  Clifibrd,  from  Eleanor 
his  queen ;  but  there  are  now  no  traces,  either 
of  the  palace  or  bower.  In  this  palace  die  prin- 
ccfs  Elizabeth,  afterwards  queen,  was  for  fonao  . 
time  kept  prifoner. 

The  honour  and  manor  of  the  town  and  hun< 
dred  of  Woodftock  were,  in  the  reign  of  thtf  late 
queen  Anne,  fettled  by  parliament  upon  John 
Churchill,  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  command- 
ed the  army  of  the  grand  alliance,  formed  by 
Great  Britain, Holland.  Portugal,  and  otherpow- 
crSf  againd  France  and  Spain,  and  upon  his  de- 
fcendanta 


392  WOODSTOCK, 

fcendants  mate  and  female^  as  a  monument  of 
national  gratitude  for  his  bravery  and  condu3. 
A  palace  was  alfo  ere£led  for  him  at  the  public 
expence,  in  a  very  delightful  iituation^  about 
half  a  mile  diftant  from  Woodftock^  which,  to 
commemorate  the  important  viBory  he  obtained 
over  th^  French  and  Bavarians  at  Blenheim,  was 
called  Blenheim  houfe.  It  was  built  by  Sir 
John  Vanbrugh,  and  though  a  heavy  building^  like 
the  reft  of  that  archiieS's  performances,  muft  be 
acknowledged  to  be  a  magnificent  ftrudure. 

This  borough  having  fent  to  parliament,  anno 
30  and  33  Edward  L  ceafed  fending  till  the  firft 
of  queen  Mary,  when  it  having  returned  to  her 
three  firft  parliaments,  again  intermitted  fending 
till  13  Elizabeth. 

Corporation— Confiftsof  a  lord  highfteward, 
recorder,  town- clerk,  five  aldermen,  one  of  whom 
is  always  mayor,  and  feventeencommon-counciU 
men. 

Right  of  Election — In  the  corporation  and 
freemen. 

Number  of  voters— Lcfs  than  200. 
Returning  QFFiCERr— The  mayor, 
Patron— Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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BANBURY. 

Political  Characte*.  This  borough,  m 
common  with  Abingdon  and  Higbam  Ferrers, 
which  were  alfo  incorporated  by  queen  Mary, 
Bewdley,  which  was  incoYporated  by  James  I. 
and  Monmouth  which  was  imprivileged  to  fend 
members  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL  have  only 
the  eleftion  of  one  member  each.  The  right 
of  voting  in  this  populous  town  is  conBned,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  a  mayor, 
fix  aldermen,  and  twelve  burgefles,  who,  tike  all 
other  corporations^  are  under  the  influence  and 
dire£lion  of  an  individual. 

The  number  of  inhabitant  houfekeepers  in 
this  town,  who,  like  Bath,  Winchcfter,  Saliflmry, 
Andover,  Poole,  Sec.  have  only  a  nominal  re- 
prefentation,  are  at  leafl  fix  hundred. 

Ancient  State.     Banbury,  which  is  feated 

on  the  river  Cherwell,  is  a  very  ancient  town, 

and  was,  foon  after  the  congueft,*  llrengthened 

with 
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with  a  caftle^  which  was  built  by  Alexander,  then 
bifiiop  of  Lincoln. 

In  the  civil  wars  a  garrifon  was  placed  here,  or 
rather  in  the  caftle,  by  the  parliament.  It  was 
going  to  be  beficged  by  the  king,  when  hearing 
that  the  earl  of  Effcx  was  at  Keynton,  near  £dge-- 
bill,  he  refolved  to  go  and  attack  him.  The 
battle  was  fought  the  next  day  ;  but  though  the 
viflory  was  doubtful,  the  king  foon  after  took 
Banbury  caftle,  in  which  were  eight  hundred 
foot,  and  a  troop  of  horfe,  half  of  whom  took 
anps  under  his  banner,  and  from  thenqe  he 
marched  to  Ojcford. 

Corporation,  This  borough  was  firft  incor^ 
porated  in  the  firft  year  of  queen  Mary,  and  then 
imprivileged  to  return  one  member  to  parlia- 
ment; by  which  charter  it  was  governed  by  a 
bailitF,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twelve  burgeiTes, 
In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  it  was  made  ^ 
mayor  town,  with  twelve  aldermen  and  fi>c  capj^ 
tal  burgeffes;  and  it  had  a  new  charter  from 
king  George  I.  in  the  year  1718,  by  which  it  is 
now  governed,  by  a  mayor,  high  fteward,  re-. 

corder. 
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corder,  fix  capital  burgelTes^  twelve  aflillant»«  a 
tpwD-clerki  and  a  ferjeant  at  tnaco- 

Right  of  Election — In  the  mayori  alder- 
men and  capital  burgelTes  only. 

Number  of  voters— ig. 
Returning  Officer — The  mayor. 
Patron— £arl  of  Guildford. 


RUTLAND  county- 
Political  Ckaractzr. 

JL  HIS  is  the  only  county  in  England  which 
has  no  reprefcntatives,  except  the  two  knights 
of  the  fbire;  and,  confequently,  the  inhabi- 
tant houfekeepers.  like  thofe  of  the  city  of 
£ly,  and  the  opulent  and  populous  towns  of 
Manchefter,  Sheffield,  Birminghain,  Leeds, 
Woolverhanipt«  n,  Hali&x,  &c.  are  without 
any  reprefenution.  Ninety-nine  parts  out  of 
S  bifndre^  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain  arc  in 
a  fimilar 


396  RUTLAND  COUNTY. 

a  (imilar  fituation ;  but  the  obfervation  applies 
with  peculiar  force,  vrhen  thefe  places  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  view,  and  are  compared  with 
Cattle  Rifing,  or  Gatton,  which  have  only  two 
lioufes  each,  or  with  Old  Sarum,  which  has  not 
a  houfe  remaining,  or  with  the  nominal  repre- 
fentation  of  thofe  cities  and  towns,  where  the 
right  of  eleftion  is  confined  to  a  corporation  of 
nineteen,  twenty-four,  or  thirty,  as  is  the  cafe  at 
Banbury,  Andover,  and  Bath. 

To  complete  the  deformity  of  this  (hadow  of 

reprefentation,  the  influence  in  this  county  is, 

like  raoft  others,  in  a  few  individuals,  the  earl  of 

'  E3cetcr,  earl  of  Cardigan,  earl  of  Winchelfea, 

and  earl  of  Gainfborough. 

Ancibnt  State.  This  county  derives  its  name 
from  the  ancient  Saxon  name  Roteland,  the  ety- 
mology of  which  is  entirely  unknown.  Some 
have  derived  it  from  Roct,  or  Rud,  which  fignj- 
lies  red,  becaufe,  in  many  parts  of  the  county, 
the  land  is  of  a  red  colour.  But  others  objeft 
to  this  reafon,  and  alledge,  that  there  is  only  one 
part  of  the  county,  which  is  about  Glaifton,  that 
has  a  ruddy  foil ;  be  fides,  moft  of  the  counties 

id 
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ih  England  havefoil  of  the  fame  colour;  and 
therefore  thefe  would  have  it  to  be  derived  from 
tfaeword  Rotundalandia,  from  iu  circular  Bgurc; 
but  its  form  was  not  round  when  this  name,  of 
which  Rutland  ia  fuppofed  to  be  a  contraaion, 
was  given  to  it;  befidesi  it  is  not  probable  that 
the  Sa;<ons  would  give  a  Latin  name  to  an  Eng- 
Ulh  county. 

RuTLANDtKiRE  is  the  Icaft  of  all  thecountiet 
in  England,  it  extending  not  quite  Bfteeit  miiet 
in  length,  and  fcarcely  thirteen  in  breadth,  4nd 
is  but  forty  miles  in  circumference.  Okchan^ 
the  county  town,  which  isfcated  near  the  middle 
of  the  county,  is  ninety-fix  miles  north  jioith- 
well  of  London. 

.  In  tbe  time  of  the  Romans  this  county  vaaa 
part  of  the  diftriQ  inhajjiied  by  the  Coritani; 
but  under  the  Saxons  it  was  a  pan  of  the  king-- 
dom  of  Mercia.  The  moft  ancient  account  we 
have  of  this  county  is  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Confcffor,  who,  by  his  laft  will,  bequeathed  it  to 
Egith,  on  condition,  that  after  her  death  it  (hould 
belong  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Peter's  at  Wcft- 
'  Tniufter^  which  it  accordingly  did ;  but  VVilliain 
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the  Conqueror  feized  it^  and  allowed  thd  indlia£» 
tery  little  more  than  the  tythes^  dividing  the 
lands  between  his  kinfmen  and  followers^  except 
what  he  kept  to  himfelf.     This  county  has  given 
the  title  of  earl  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Rich.  II. 
Thd  firft  earl  of  Rutland  was    JEdward,    the 
eldeft  fon  of  Edmund  Langley,  the  fifth  fon  of 
Edward  the  Third ;  but  the  firft  earl  of  the  pf  e- 
fent  family  of  the  Manners^  was  created  earl  of 
Rutland  by  Henry  VIII.     In  the  feign  of  queen 
Anne,  John  Manners,  then  earl  of  Rutland,  re- 
ceived from  (hat  princefs  the  title  of  marquis  of 
Granby  and  duke  of  Rutland^  which  his  fuccei^ 
for^  ftill  enjoy. 

This  county  is  divided  into  five  hundreds,  but 
has  no  city,  and  contains  only  two  market  towns^ 
namely,  Okeham  and  Uppingham.  It  is  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocefc  of  Peterbo- 
rough, and  containsforty-eight«parifhes,  but  fends 
only  two  members  to  parliament,  who  are  the 
knights  of  the  (hire. 
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SALOP  COUNTY. 
Political  Charactek. 

X  HIS  county  is  not  under  any  inOuence,  which 
may  be  imputed,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  fmall 
number  of  nobility  who  refide  here.  There  arc 
many  gentlemen  o£  comfortable  fortunes,  who 
refide  here,  and.  like  their  anceftors  of  old,  pof. 
fefs  independent  fpirits,  and  have  not  as  yet 
learnc  to  bow  their  neck  to  a  yoke  fabricate,d  by 
defpotic  power. 

They  have,  on  this  account,  been  branded  by 
their  enemies  with  the  odious  epithet  of  the 
proud  Salopians ;  but  if  the  definition  of  that  pride 
be  independence,  in  its  fuUeft  and  cotnpleteft 
fenfe,  out  wifb  is  thlt  all  GUI'  feliow>citizens  were 
in  pofleffion  of  ic  j  ariftocraiic  oppreifion  would 
then  osafci  and  cheerfulnefs  and  pisnty  would 
fuccrad  in  its  room. 

Amcient  SrATi.    The  courHy  of  Salop  takes 

iu  name  from  Scrobbefbyrig,  the  Saxon  name 

3  of 
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of  Shrewlbury,  the  county  town,  which  is  gene* 
rally  derived  from  the  bruih-wood  and  fhrubs 
with  which  the  ground  was  covered  before  the 
town  was  built.  It  is  alfo  called  Salop,  or  the 
county  of  Salop,  from  the  name  by  which  the 
town  of  Shrewfbury  was  afterwards  called  by  the 
Normans.  This  county  is  bounded  on  the  caft 
by  StafFordftiire;  on  the  fouth  by  Worcefterftiire, 
Herefordfhire,  and  a  fmall  part  of  Radnorihire ; 
on  the  weft  by  Montgomeryfhire  and  Denbigh-* 
fliire;  and  on  the  north  by  part  of  Flintlhire  and 
Chelhire;  it  is  reckoned  one  of  the  largeft  in- 
land counties  in  England,  extending  upwards 
of  forty  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
thirty-five  in  breadth  from  caft  to  weft,  and 
upwards  of  a  hundred  and  (ixty  miles  in  circum- 
ference. Shrewfljury,  which  is  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  county,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
feven  miles  north- weft  of  London. 

That  divifion  of  Shropftiire,  which  extends 
north  of  the  Severn,  is  allowed  to  be  part  of  the 
country,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,,  i^as 
inhabited  by  the  Comavii ;  but  that  part  on  the 
fouth  of  the  Severn  belonged  to  the  Ordovices,  a 
people  who  inhabited  the  grcatcfl:^part  of  Wales; 

but 
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but  under  the  Saxons  thii  county  vas  a  diftrid 
of  the  kingdtmi  of  Mercia.  The  famous  Roman 
military  way.  called  Watling-ftrcet,  enters  Shrop- 
fllire  from  Sta^rdHiire,  at  Boningalc,  a  village 
00  the  borders  of  the  county,  to  the  nonh-eaft  of 
Bridgenorth,  and  palTes  from  that  village  north- 
weft  to"  Wallington.  and  from  thence  fouth-weft 
through  Wroxcier  j  where  croffing  the  Severn  ac 
Wroxeter-ford,  it  runs  fouthward  through  the 
county  into  Hereford  (hi  re.  This  road  is  very 
entire  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wroxetcr,  where 
being  ftraighr,  and  raifed  a  confiderable  height 
dwve  the  level  of  the  foil,  it  may  be  feen  from 
dunce  ten  or  fifteen  miles  both  to  the  foulh  and 
north. 

Theke  is  nothing  very  remarkable  relating  to 
the  tranfa^ions  of  the  Romans  in  rhis  county,  ex- 
cept the  battle  fought  between  Oftorius,  the  Ro- 
man general,  and  the  brave  BritiHi  king,  named 
Caradacus.  Every  thing  was  in  confufion  in 
Britain,  when  CMtorius,  being  fcnt  hither  in  the 
room  of  Plautius,  mdeavoured  to  render  himfcif 
formidable  by  his  vigilance  and  adivity  j  accord- 
ingly, with  fuch  forces  as  were  next  at  hand,  he 
touted  fomc  Scattered  parties  that  were  placed  as 
Vol.  II.  D  d  garrifons 
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garrifons  upon  the  Avon  and  Severn.     He  afttl-# 
wards  advanced  againft  the  Cangians,  laying  waftc 
the  country  with  little  or  no  oppolition,  as  far 
as  the  Irilh  fea.     The  Iceni  and  Brigantes,  endea- 
vouring to  ftop  his progrefs,  were  foon  defeated; 
however  the  Silures,  under  their  prince  Carac- 
tacus,  made  a  greater  fland ;  and^  that  he  might 
encounter  the  Romans  with  advantage,  removed 
the  feat  of  war  into  the  country  of  the  Ordovices, 
now  North-Wales,  where  he  was  immediately 
joined  by  thofe,  who  being  infpircd  with  the  love 
of  liberty,  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  Roman  yoke.     He  encamped   his 
army  on  the  top  of  an  almoft  inaccedible  hill, 
which  Camden  fuppofes  to  be  that  now  called 
Cacradoc ;  and  where  there  was  a  poflibility  of 
climbing  up  to  it,  he  raifed  heaps  of  ftones,  in  the 
manner  of  a  rampart ;  and  at  the  bottom  was  a 
river,  which  the  Romans  were  obliged  to  pa(s 
before  tliey  could  attack  him ;  for  which  reafon, 
he  placed  fomeof  his  beft  troops  to  oppofe  their 
paflage.     Notwithftanding  this,  Oflorius  ordered 
his  men  to  pafs  the  river,  and  begin  the  attack. 
The  Britons  annoyed  them  with  fhowers  of  ar- 
rows,  darts,  and  ftones,  by  which  many  of  the 
Romans  were  flain,  and  much  greater  numbers 

wounded f 


wounded;  but  at  length  pafling  the  river,  they 
came  to  a  clofe  engagement,  threw -down  th# 
weak  fortifications  that  had  been  raifed  againft 
them,  and  defeated  the  Britons*  with  great 
(laughter.  The  wife  and  daughter  of  CinOkcua 
were  taken  prifoners;  but  he  himfelf  efcaped  tO 
the  queen  of  the  Brigantes,  who,  contrary  to' hir 
promife, delivered  him  up  tdthe  Romans;  wheft 
he,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  were  carried  ill 
triumph  to  Rome;  where,  being  brought  before 
the  emperor  Claudius,  he  made  fo  bold  and  ^1* 
mated  a  fpecch,  that  the  emperor,  admiring  his 
courage,  fet  him,  as  welt  as  his  wife  and  dstighli^i 
at  liberty. 

Under  the  Saxons,  when  this  county  conftitu- 
red  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  we  do  not 
find  any  thing  remarkable  relating  to  it,  except 
that  Edwy,  the  laft  earl  of  Mercia,  had  large  poCi 
fcflions  there ;  but  the  Norman  cohqueft  made 
prodigious  aherations ;  for  the  Cbnqueror  gntU 
fied  his  followers  with  large  eftates  j  and  we  find 
that  R(^er  dc  Montgomeryi  who  was  created  eari 
of  Arundel  and  Shrewfbury,  poffeffed  thegreateft 
bart  of  the  county. 

D  d  S  ^HROF. 
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S9R9l>^Hi4if:j  bcii\g  ^  frontier li^tw^ti  Ei^laiicl 
ud  Wale^^  w^  ;bGU€r  forti£€;d  than  any  other* 
qovi|ty in  ^nglanddhRvingnp  leff  than  diirty -cwo 
c-$i^s^  .4?fi5clc»  l^^ijfied  fo^niL  The  extremkjr 
^'Shr^f>(biil9.  ijowards  W^e3»  from  its  being  thd 
liini^:^f  jiQt^ jCfiTHnti^^  was  caUed  the  Marches 
9f  Wtl^/  .alid'gpv^f^ed  by  ibme  of  the  nobility 
of  Ibbis  ^QMAl^i  wiiQ  were  ^ied  Lords  of  the 
Marchei*  Thefe  tot^ds,  within  their  feveral  jurif- 
didliions,  ^uSied  with  t  kincl  of  ^datin^te  autho^ 
riry^  whibh  iieaiiy  xfifoiAb^kd  Xoverejgn  poA^er^ 
but  }):i>6iiig  gpicndly  exdrci&d  with  great  in£>« 
lence  ^1^^  4Aie  iahafaitsBiti^  its  wa9j  tfter  the  re« 
duftion  of  Wales^  gradually  abolifhed. 

If'Hti  cotmty  is  leat^  in  the  province  of  C^n- 
te^bury  { thai  pact  xj(  it  which  lies  ibuth  of  the 
Severn,  is  ulid^  the  juriiiiidiofli  ^f  the  bifiiop  of 
Henefd^;  that  which  lies  n<Hth,  is  under  the 
bifliop  of  Country  and  Litchfield ;  except  Of-« 
Xfffiry,  find  a  &w  odher  places^  Mhich  ^e  Mndcr 
the  biflioprick  of  St.  A&pb :  the  archdeacon  of 
&hrew<bury  is  archdeacon  &ir  tJbe  three  dieceles. 

It  is  divided  into  fifteen  hundreds,  conts^mng 
one  hundred  and  feventy  parifhes,  and  fifteen, 

market 


nurkft  cowiu:  it  fends  twvlvc  memfaocs  to^iakiiaa 
ment,  two  knights  of  »he  fliire'  foe  thfcoont/ti 
and  two  burgcflcs  for  each  of  the  following  towns; 
viz.  Stecuibu^,  BridgenQFGb,  Kihepfs  Oitite, 
Wentijclc.  »nd  Ludlow,  .  ■ , .  < 
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PoiiTicAt  Charagtbr.  The  right  of.  dfcc- 
tion  in  this  lOHvn  was  andencty  popular  utd/fUstfi 
fo  late  as  the  year  1769,  we -findby  CfifrjoUftiatt'rf 
thi:  \iou(t  of  commons,  the  frBnchife-  extended 
not  only  to  the  burgeffes  irihrtwring  withita  the 
town,  paying  feot  and  lot,  but  *ifo  t»  thttft  Inha- 
biting fix  other  pariflws,  and  fisrty-fix;  vills  m  ife 
fuburbs  and  neighbourhood.  Thefe  were  how- 
ever disfranchifed  by  9  fubfeqtient  r^ftflut^  of 
dW  houfe,  on  the  9th  of  Aptii  ij%s*  all*  the 
/tght  was  limic^  to  the  bnrge#q  iith^iiti^- tilt 
precin£t  of  ohe  bfvough  only. 

The   corppration    afterwards    attempted    to 

confine  this  right  ftHI  further,  as  will  appear  by 

the  following  cafe,  on  the  petition  of  certain  etfe'- 

tora  in  the  intereft  of  ViHiam  PtHteney,  Efq. 

tried 
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tried  by  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 
on  the  7th  of  March  1775.  ' 

^  The  qyeiticm  j^as,  whether,  a  clafs  of  ^en 
coming  under  the  two  following  defcriptiom, 
who  had  been  refufed  their  admifllon  to  their 
freedom  by  the  mayor,  were  entitled  to  vote  at 
that  election?    / 

.  :;jift,  AU  p^^ns  of  the  age  of  ono-and-twcnty-j^ 
aiid^  Vho  have  ferved  a  fevpn  years  apprentice- 
iQiip  to  one.of  ^he  trades,  which  forni  fourteeii 
grvcient  compar^ie^  by- prcfcription  or  incorporar 
5^  in  this  borough,  have  a  right  to  demand, 
jS^id  be  ^m^ttcc}^o^  their  freedopi,  onpayingfivyC 

jppu j^4?  ?pd  all  the  u  fual  fees . 

-.    ,  - .  ■\      ■ 

^o  ftd,:All.perfoilshbm  within  the  borough,  are^ 
i^t;  the.  age  of  oo^rahd-twenty,  entitled  in  like 
ji^finncr  tio^  dermSsd,  >  and  be  admitted  to,  their 
freedom,  on  paymchtc  of  five  pounds  and  the 
ufual  fees. 


Ui 


^Th?  fad,  Uiat  the  rejpded  voters  canae 
\j^ef  the  djefcription  ofone  or  other  of  thofc 
ty^  cuftoms,  wa^  not  difp^tedl^ 

It 
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It  was  proved,  that  more  than  a  year  before 
the  elcftion,  they  had  tendered  the  fees  to  the 
perfon3  whofc  province  it  is,  by  the  law  of  the 
place,  to  admit  freemen  j  that  they  had  claimed 
to  be  admitted,  and  were  refufed.  It  was  like^ 
wife  proved,  that  they  had  tendered  their  votes  at 
the  cle<5lion.  But  the  two  cuftoms  were  called 
jn  queftion. 

In  1771,  one  Baxter,  claiming  his  freedom 
under  thofe  cuftoms,  had  brought  a  manda- 
mus in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  on  the 
trial  of  that  caufc ;  the  corporation  contended, 
that  the  two  cuftoms,  which  the  plaintitFaliedgcd 
to  be  immemorial,  were  only  introduced  by  a 
bye-law  of  1642,  which  bye-law  was  repealed 
in  '733*  The  plaintiff  maintained,  th:it  the  bye- 
law  was  only  declaratory  of  the  ancient  cuftom, 
which  could  not  therefore  be  afFetfled  by  the  re- 
peal of  fuch  a  bye-law.  The  jury  found  for  the 
plaintilf, 

Baxter,  in  confequencc  of  the  judgment  in- 
}iis  favour,  fued  out  a  peremptory  mandamus, 
«nd  was  admitted  to  his  freedom.    But  the  cor- 
poration, after  that  dccifion,  ftill  refufed  to  ad- 
mit 
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mic  the  other  pcrfons  who  cUinnted  uixler  the 
fame  culloms* 

In  the  cafe  of  Baxter  they  had  ifiQved  for  a. 
new  trials  which  was  refiifed ;  but  a  fecond  man* 
damus  being  obtained  againil  them,  they  moved 
that  this  new  caufe  might  be  tried  at  the  bar ;  thia 
was  granted  by  the  court;  and^  on  that  occafiony 
the  judge  who  tried  the  firft,  faid,  he  thought, 
that  on  the  trial  it  had  no:  been  properly  under^ 

ftood. 

f        ... 

This  fecoxKi  moMdamus  was  depending,  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  at  the  tin^e  of  ete&ion. 
)t  was  tried  in  Michaelmas  term  19  Novcml)erj 
1774,  and  determined  in  Uke  manner  as  the  for- 
mer ;  and  there  was  no  application  fof  a  neu? 
trial. 

On  this  ftate  of  fedlsi  the  coanfel  fw  tho 
fitting  member  infilled,  that  the  right  of  tha 
controverted  votes  M^ere  fl:ill  open  to  the  difl 
cuffion  of  the  committee;,  that  the  two  numda^ 
mufes  were  only  conclufive  amongfl  the  parties^ 
^nd  that,  on  the  trial  of  new  mandamufes>  the 
twp  jfornier  verdids,  although  they  might  bavq 

grej^t 
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gmkt  weight  asctidence,  would  lint  conchide 
the  jury.  They  fuggefted,  that  fince  the  Uft 
trial,  .Mid  after  the  four  days  had  ctapfed,  which 
the  court  allows,  for  moving  for  a  new  tria],  they 
had  difcovered  frefli  evidence,  which,  if  hid  be- 
fore the  committee,  would  overturn  the  cuC 
tom«. 

The  counrel  for  the  petitioners  contended,  on- 
the  contrary,  that  under  circumRances  like  thofe 
of  the  prefent  cafe,  two  vcrdi6ls,  free  from  all 
fufpicion  of  collufion,  (the  two  mayors  againft 
whom  both  the  verdiOs  had  been  found,  havii^ 
contiqued  to  be  warm^  partizans  of  the  littit^ 
piembers  at  the  eleiftian,  unimpcached  and  not 
disapproved  of  by  the  judge,)  would  be  conclu- 
five  evidence  'as  taib<  (ufioms^  even  in  a  court  of 
)aw,  beuuife  the  parties  to  be  bound  by  them  on 
a  new  matid$tBUt  would  be  the  fame;  viz. 
the  corporation  of  Shrewihuiy ;  that  on  two 
fuch  yerdidt^  a  court  of  equUy  would  make  a 
decr«  to  eftablifii  a  cuftoro,  and  w*ould  neC 
grant  a  third  >nali  but  that  if  this  were  other- 
wife,  »  commitcee  of  thC'  houfo  of  commons 
would  never  ftiffer  two  folemh  verdids,  and 
confequent  judgments  of  the  ohly  court  com- 
petent 
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petentto  fuch  caufes,  to  be  called  in  qucftion  bc^ 
fore  them*  They  faid,  that  even  in  the  Mid-- 
dlefex  cafe,  nobody  had  ever  attempted  to  im- 
peach the  vcrdid,  fiiiding  Mr.  Wilkes  guilty  of 

the  libel.  ' 

*  •     t        .      .       -    . 

The  counfcl  for  the  fitting  members  cited  fc* 
veral  cafes,  where  courts  of  law  had  granted  nqw 
trials  after  two  concordant  verdidts,  and  others^ 
where  courts  of  equity  haid  done  the  fame.  But 
they  were  all  fhewn  to  be  cafes  where  the  judge, 
who  tried  the  caufe,  fignified  his  difapprobation 
of  the  verdiifl;  andbefides  it  was  faid,  that  a 
verdift  before  judpnent,^  once  fet  afide,  is  con^ 
(idered  as  if  it  never  had^  exifted, 

T  ■■ 

On  the  other  fide,  the  cafes  of  the  duke  of 

• 

Beaufort,  and  of  Manchefter  Mills,  were  cited 
among  others.  The  latter  came  on  in  the  duchjr 
court  before  lord  Kinnoul,  affiftcd  by  lord  Mans-» 
field,  who  faid  on  that  occafion,  that  a  verdidl 
in  the  time, of  Charles  I.  (which  was  produced 
in  the  caufe)  was  conclufive  evidence  of  the  cuC* 
torn.  After  this  point  had  been  argued,  and  the 
counfcl  dircifled  to  withdraw/ the  corhmittee, 
after  a  fiiort  deliberation, 

RESOLVED, 
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Resoived,  not  to  admit  any  evidence  to  im^ 
peach  the  two  verdiifts,  but  to  cpnfider  them  a^ 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  cuftoms. 

The.  fitting  members'  counfel  then  endea« 
■yourcd  to  prove. 

That  the  rejeftcd  voters  had  not  applied  ut 
the  proper  manner,  and  according  to  the  elbu 
bliftied  ufage,  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedom. 

But  it  came  out,  from  the  evidence,  that  the 
mode  of  their  application  was  regular. 

They  then  contended.  That,  as  the  title  of 
thofe  men  to  their  freedom  was  in  fufpenfe,  and 
under  litigation  jn  Weftminfter-hall,  when  their 
votes  were  rejedied,  (hey  could  not  be  of  ai^ 
avail  as  to  this  elcdion;  for  that;  in  inflanccs 
where  the  votes  of  men,  who  had  applied  for 
their  freedom  and  were  refiifed,  aiJd  have  been 
allowed,  on  proving  their  titles,  the  cafe  had 
been  always  fuch  as  to  fatisfy  the.  committee,  or 
the  houfe,  that  there  was  no  juft  ground  for  rc- 
fuHng  them,  and  that  it  was  done  by  concert 
with  a  candidate,  and  in  order  to  affed  the  elec- 
(ion. 

The 
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The  committee  hot^cvcfi  on  the  ik#iM  cibf, 
(Wednefday  the  |!ftb  of  March)  informed  thd 
houfe,  by  their  ehairnian^  that  they  had  decer*^ 
mined^  that  William  Pulteney,  Efq.  was  duly 
de£kcd>  and  ought  to  h^e  been  retoniied. 

Ancient  State.  Shrewlbury,  or  Shrowlbury, 
receives  its  name  ff om  the  ancient  Saxon 
Scrobbes-Pyrig,  which  fignifics  the  town  en- 
compafFed  with  fhrubs,  and  >frds  thus  called^ 
from  the  hill  upon  which  it  ftands  being  covered 
with  fmall  trees  or  (hrubs ;  and  is  ftill  called^  in 
the  ancient  Britifh  tongue,  Penguerne,  which 
iignifies  a  brow  of  alders.  This  town  is 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  rifen  from  the  ruins 

.  of  an  ancient  Roman  city^  at  about  four  miles 
diftance,  called  Uriconium,  now  reduced  to  a 
fmall  village,  known  by  the  name  of  Wroxcter, 
Under  the  Saxony  Shrewlbury  was  a  town  of 

'  confiderable  note^  In  th^  reign  of  king  Ethel- 
red  il.  we  are  told,  that  the  Danes,  being  grown 
intolerably  inlblent^  opprefled  his  Saxon  Cubjecfls, 
when  that  king  contrived  to  deftroy  them  at 
pnc^ ;  for  which  purpofehe  fent  a  commiflion  to 
9II  towns  and  cities  to  fall  upon  the  Danes  on 
Xh^  J  3th  of  NovemTber  1002,  which  was  exe^ 

cuted 
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tuied  with  great  fevericy.  Upcm  chis  th«  Danes 
were  determined  to  take  their  revenge ;  and  the 
Aext  year  invaded  the  nation  under  king  Svaiiv 
killing  the  iahabitams,  and  burning  or  canning 
away  their  goods.  King  Ethelred  happening  t» 
be  in  Shrewfbury  when  the  Danes  landed  in  the 
Iflc  of  Wight,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  r»^ 
vageHampfhire  and  Berklhire.he  confulted  with 
his  council  about  vhat  was  bed  to  be  do«e, 
when  he  was  advifed  to  purchafe  a  pcact,  wich 
thirty  thourand  pounds  weight  q{  lilver.  They 
accepted  the  money,  and  departed  for  the  preu 
font ;  but  returned  foon  after,  and  never  were  at 
reft  till  they  had  fct  a  Danifh  king  on  the 
throne ;  this  was  Canute,  the  fon  of  Swain^  juft 
mentioned. 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  xonqueft,  Shrewf- 
bury was  a  well  built,  populous  place.  Them 
were  two  hundred  and  fifty-i^wo  citizens,  twelve 
of  whom  were  bound  to  keep  guard  when  the 
kings  of  England  came  thither,  and  as  many 
were  obliged  to  attend  hjm  when  he  wenta  hunt-  - 
ing.  Camden  thinks  this  cuftom  was  6rft  occa- 
fioned  by  one  Edrick  Sueona,  a  Mercian  duke; 
but  a  profligate  villain^  who,  a  Utde  before,  had 

3  »»y- 
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^ay-laid  and  flain  prince  Alfhclm,  as  he  \rail 
hunting.  At  this  time  there  was  another  cuftom, 
iurcording  to  the  fame  author,  that  whenever  it 
widow  itiarried,  fhe  fhould  pay  the  king  twenty 
fhillings ;  but  thofe  women  who  had  never  been 
married  before,  were  to  pay  him  only  ten  Ihil- 
lings* 

Shrewsbury  was  given  by  the  conqueror  to 
Roger  de  Montgomery,  his  principal  captain, 
kinfman  and  friend,  who  about  the  year 
1085,  built  a  caftle  upon  an  eminence,  for  which 
purpofe  he  pulled  down  about  fifty  houfes.  It  is 
built  on  a  rock,  on  the  neck  of  land  where  the  Se- 
vern runs  on  each  fide ;  for  that  river  almoft  en- 
tompalles  the  town.  It  is  very  ftrong,  confider- 
ing  the  time  in  which  it  was  built,  and  fcems  not 
to  have  received  any  very  confiderable  damage. 
William  Fitz-AUan  defended  this  caftle  for  the 
emprefs  Maud,  againft  king  Stephen,  who  took 
it  by  aflault.  Here  was  alfo  a  mitred  abbey^ 
founded  for  the  Benedidlines,  by  the  fame  earl, 
about  the  year  1083,  to  the  honour  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul ;  and  the  church  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Gregor)-,  or,  as  others  fay,  to  St.  Giles.  He  en- 
dowed this  abbey  with   ample  pofieflions,    to 

which 
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frhich  Hugh,  his  fon  and  heir,  gave  others,  with  i. 
heavy  curfe  on  the  violator.  The  kings  Henry  I. 
and  Stephen  added  to  thefe,  and  confirmed  their 
former  eftates  and  poflefliOns.  The  walls  are  ftill 
ftanding,  and  Ihcw  that  it  was  formerly  a  Very 
handfome  ftrudhire. 

Here  are  twelve  incorporated  trading  com- 
panies, who  every  year,  on  the  Monday  fortnight 
after  Whitfuntide,  repair  in  their  formalities  to  a 
place  called  Kingland,  on  che  fouth  (ide  of  the 
town,'  and  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Severn, 
where  they  entertain  the  mayor  and  corporation 
in  arbors  or  bowers  ereifted  for  that  purpofe, 
each  of  which  is  diftinguiflied  by  fomc  motto  or 
device,  alluding  to  their  fevcral  arts.  It  is  faid, 
that  king  Charles  11.  offered  to  erciTt  this  town 
into  a  city,  "but  that  the  townfmen  chofe  that  it 
ftiould  remain  a  borough;  for  which  they  were 
afterwards  called  the  proud  Salopians.  This 
town  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Tal- 
bot. 

Ir  was  incorporated  by  king  Charles  l.arid  fent 
to  parliament  at  orient. 

CoRPff- 
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0>R  poRATf  ON*  Coniifts  of  a  mayor,  recoil/; 
fleward,  town  clerk,  24  aldermen,  and  48  com- 
mon  councilmcn,  who  have  a  fword-bearer,  3 
feijeaqta  at  mdce,  and  other  inferior  officers* 
Tbtgr  have  the  power  of  trying  caufcs  within, 
thcmfelves,  even  in  capital  cafes,  high  treafon 
excepted. 

RxcHT  or  iiicTioN—^i  709,  ao  December.  Is 
only  in  the  bur^effes  inhabiting  within  the  faid 
borough,  or  in  the  fuburbs  thereof,  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  and  not  receiving  alms  or  charity. 

1714,  S7  May.  Is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgefles  of  the  laid  borough. 

1723,  9  ApriL  Is  only  in  the  burgefles  inha* 
t>iting  in  the  faid  borough,  or  in  the  fuburbs 
thereof^  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving 
alms  or  charity. 

That  the  whole  pariflies  of  St.  Chad,  St. 
Mary,  St.  Alkmond,  St.  Julian,  the  Holy  Crofs, 
and  St.  Giles,  and  the  feveral  vills  of  Hadnal, 
A£b,  Reynold,  Meriden,  Hanwood,  Grimfell, 
OUerton,  Onflow,  Prefton,  Gubald  Pimley,  and 

Merival, 


Merival,  are  not  within  the  boroagli  of  Shrewf* 
bury,  or  the  fuburbs  thereof. 

That  the  feveral  vilU  of  Birton,  BettOn, 
Alkmear,  Lengwar,  Calcot,  Whitley,  W«lbcck, 
Upper  and  Lower  Roflal,  Shdton,  Oxon,  Wood- 
cotj  Horton,  Munkmeal,  and  Goofehill,  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Chad;  Great  and  Littl^ Berwick, 
Almond  Park,  Newton,  Albright  Hufley,  Cot- 
ton-Hill, Leaton,  Afley,  Merrington,  Wollafcot, 
Sanfaw,  and  Clive,  in  the  pariihof  St.  Mary;  Hen- 
cot,  Albrighi-Lee,  Prefton-Montford,  Dintle, 
and  Arlefcot,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Alkmond  j 
and  Fully  and  Shclton,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Ju- 
lian i  are  not  part  of  the  ancient  borough  of 
Shrewlbury,  or  the  fuburbs  thereof. 

That  the  parifh  of  Holy  Crofs  and  St.  Giles 
is  no  part  of  the  ancient  borough  of  Shrewfbury, 
or  the  fuburbs  thereof. 

Number  of  voters — About  400. 
Returning  offickr — The  Mayor. 

Vol.  II.  E  c  BRIDGE- 
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Political  Character.  The  family  of  Whit- 
more,  of  Apley,  a  feat  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  borough,  have  reprefented  it  in  different  par- 
liaments ever  fince  the  1 8th  of  James  I.  and  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  prefent  rcpre-. 
Tentative  of  his  anceftors*  independence,  is  not 
diminilhcd  at  this  day^ 

His  intereft  with  the  eledlors  is  permanent  y 
but  it  is  neither  eftabliflied  by  undue  means,  nor 
cxercifed  by  compulfory  ones.  The  town  gave 
a  proof  of  its  independence,  when  they  difplaced 
their  old  favourite  reprefentative,  admiral  Pigot^ 
in  1784,  for  voting  in  fupport  of  tha  coalition^ 
and  eleCling  in  his  room  a  gentleman,  whofe  po- 
litical fentimcnts  were  congenial  with  their 
own. 

Anciekt  State.  Bridgenorth,  or  Brugmorfcy 
is  twenty  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Shrewfbury,  and,  ac- 
cording to  Camden,  ought  to  be  called  Burgmorfc^ 
from  Burg  and  Morfe,  a  foreft  adjoining  thereto j 
but  the  annotator  on  Gamden  aflerts,  that  he  is 

miilaken> 
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miflaken,  affirming,  ihatBrugmorfels  a  name  of 
lat«  ufe,  it  haviog  been -called  Bridge,  in  ancient 
records,  and  that  north  was  given  to  it  an  ac- 
count of  fome  bridge  over  the  Severn  to  the 
ftuth.  This  town,  which  is  fituated  twenty-one 
miles  fouth-eaft  of  ShKwfljury,  is  faid  to  have 
been  built  in  the  year  582,  by  Eihelfteda,  queen 
of  the  Mercians,  and  widow  of  king  Ethelred. 
It  was  afterwards  walled  round  by  Robert  de 
Belefme,  the  fon  of  Robert  de  Montgomery,  fo 
often  mentioned,  who  likewife  added  to  the 
flrength  of  the  place,  by  building  a  caftlc.  De- 
pending'on  thefe  fortifications,  he  afterwards  re- 
belled againft  Henry  I-  and  made  a  ftand  here; 
but  was  foon  obliged  to  make  his  efcape,  and  Hy 
the  kingdom.  There  was  alfo  a  chapel  within 
the  callle,  whtt:h,  in  after  times  was  converted 
into  a  collegiate  church,  for  a  dean  and  fix  pre- 
bendaries. The  town  and  caftle  being  forfeited 
by  this  rebellion,  came  into  the  pofTeflion  of  the 
crown,  but  how  long  it  continued  fo  is  uncertain. 
The  caftle  is  now  demoUftied,  and  the  foreft  of 
Morfe  is  a  common. 

Bridoenorth  had  feveral  privil^cs  granted 

it,  by  charters,  from  Henry  II.  and  king  John. 

E  c  2  The 
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The  grcateft  part  of  it  ftands  upon  a  rotfk,  on 
the  weflirrn  bank  of  the  Severn,  which  has  here 
a  very  great  fall.  Thefe  two  parts  are  called 
the  Upper  and  Lower  towns,  which  are  fepa- 
rated  by  the  river  Severn,  but  united  by  a  (lone 
bridge  of  feven  arches,  upon  which  is  a  gate 
and  gate-houfe,  with  feveral  other  houfes. 

This  borough  fent  members  ab  origine. 

Corporation. — It  is  governed  by  two  bailiffs, 
annually  elected  out  of  twenty- four  aldermen,  by 
a  jury  of  fourteen  men,  together  with  a  recorder, 
forty-eight  common-council  men,  a  town-clerk, 
and  other  officers. 

Right  of  Election — In  the  burgeffes  and 
freemen,  within  and  without  the  borough. 

Number  of  Voters— About  700. 
Returning  Officers— The  bailiffs. 


LUDLOW. 

Political  Character.  This  town  is  not 
under  the  abfolute  controul  of  a  patron ;  but  lord 
Clive  has  the  corporation  attached  to  him,  and 

poffeffes 
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pofleffes  an  intercft  rufficienily  powerful  to  fe- 
cure  the  eleflion  of  one  of  its  members,  ce- 
mented to  that  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  other  member, 
who  originally  became  a  candidate  on  the  inde- 
pendent intereft  of  the  town,  that  they  might 
aflumethe  diftatoria]  influence  of  patrons;  but,  as 
the  hurged^s  are  fufiiciently  numerous  to  alfert 
their  own  independence,  this  place  cannot  be 
ranked  amongft  thofe  boroughs  which  are  at 
the  private  difpofal  of  an  individual. 

Ancient  State.  Ludlow,  which  is  feated  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Tcmd  and  Corve,  twenty- 
nine  miles  fomh  of  Shrewfbury,  ftands  upon  a 
hill,  commanding  an  extenfive  profpedl  of  the 
adjacent  countr  J',  except  towards  the  weft,  where 
the  view  is  intercepted  by  lofty  eminences.  It 
is  a  very  clean,  well  built  p'ace,  and  is  the  rcfi- 
dence  of  many  people  of  rank  and  fortune. 
The  principal  Hreet  is  that  which  leads  from 
the  bridge  to  the  town-houfe,  an  elegant  (Iruc- 
ture  of  hewn  ftone ;  the  next  is,  that  which 
leads  to  the  horfe-courfe.  It  was  incorporated 
by  king  Edward  IV.  and  has  the  power  of  try- 
ing and  executing  criminals  diftinfl  from  the 
fpunty. 

Tut 


422  LUDLOW. 

The  town  is  divided  into  four  wards,  and 
is  cncompaffed  witli  walls,  in  which  are  fcvcn 
gates.  It  has  an  old  caftle,  ercfled  by  Roger  dc 
Montgomery  foon  after  the  conqucft,  great  paft 
of  which  is  in  ruins ;  fomc  apartments  are,  how- 
ever, entire  and  furniOied ;  the  battlements  are 
very  high,  thick,  and  adorned  with  towers.  It 
has  a  neat  chapel,  in  which  are  the  coats  of 
arms  of  feveral  of  the  Welfli  gentry,  and  over 
the  ftable  doors  are  thofe  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
the  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  others.  The  walls 
of  the  caftle  were  originally  a  mile  in  compafs, 
and  before  it  was  a  lawn  extending  near  two 
miles,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  is  now  in- 
clofed. 

The  church  is  an  ancient  venerable  edifice,  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  town.  In  the  choir  is  an 
infcription  relating  to  prince  Arthur,  brother  to 
king  Henry  VlII.  whofe  bowels  were  de* 
pofited  there  In  the  fame  choir  is  a  clofet, 
called  the  Codt-houfe,  where  the  priefts  ufcd  to 
keep  tl  eir  confecrated  uienfiis;  and  to  this- 
church  the  earl  of  Powis  lately  gave  a  new  or- 
gan which  coft  1000  K     Ludlow  gives  the  title 

of 
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oFvifcOunt  to  that  nobleman,  who  has  a  feat  at 
Oakley  park,  near  the  town. 

When  Robert  of  Montgomery,  the  fon  of 
Roger,  who  built  the  caftle,  and  alfo  inctofed 
the  town  with  a  wall,  was  attainted,  Henry  I. 
iLCpt  it  in  his  own  bands.  This  caftle  and  town 
verc  afterwards  held  for  the  emprcfs  Maud,  and 
bcfieged  by  king  Stephen.  During  the  fiege, 
Henry,  the  fon  of  the  king  of  Scots,  being  vio- 
lently plucked  from  his  faddle  by  an  engine, 
had  like  to  have  been  carried  over  the  wall  into 
the  town;  if  Stephen  in  perfon  had  not  refcued 
him.  Afterwards  Henry  II.  gave  the  caftle  and 
Corvefdale  to  Sir  Fulk  Fitz-Warren,  called  alfo 
de  Dinan,  from  this  town,  it  being  one  of  the  an- 
cient Britilh  names  of  Ludtow.  It  then  be- 
longed to  the  Laceys  of  Ireland,  and  came  by  a 
female  to  Sir  Geoffrey  de  Tenevile,  from  whofe 
heirs  it  dcfcendcd  by  a  daughter  to  the  Morti- 
mers, earls  of  March,  and  from  them  came  to 
the  crown.  Edward  V.  refided  here  when  his 
father  died,  and  was  removed  from  hence  to 
London,  by  his  uncle  the  duke  of  Glouceftcr, 
Arthur,  prince  of  Wales,  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Henry  VII.  kept  his  court  at  Ludlow  caftle, 

and 
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and  died  there.  Ludlow  efpoufed  the  caufe  o{ 
Charles  I.  and  was  one  of  the  places  that  la(^ 
furrendered  to  the  parliament.  Henry  VIII, 
contributed  greatly  to  its  emolument,  by  efta- 
bliflijng  in  it  the  council  of  the  Marches,  which 
confiftedofthe  lord  prefident,  counfellors  at  the 
king's  pleafure,  a  fccretary,  an  attorney,  a  foli«»- 
citor,  and  four  jiaftices  of  fo  many  counties 
in  Wales.  This  continued  till  the  reign  of 
William  III.  who,  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Macclesfield,  the  laft  lord  prefident,  changed  that 
tide  into  lord  lieutenant  of  North  ^nd  South 
Wales,  and  diffolved  the  couj-t  entirely. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  king  Edw.  VI. 
and  firft  fent  to  parliament  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  that  king's  reign. 

Corporation.— By  charter  anno  3  Charles  J. 
confifts  of  2  bailiffs,  20  aldermen,  and  48  com- 
mon councilmen  ;  but  by  charter  of  James  II, 
*  it  confifts  of  z  bailiffs,  i?  ajdermen,  2^  commori 
councilmen,  a  recorder,  town  clerk,  ftewarc^ 
chamberlain,  and  qther  officers,  upder  which  ^ 
pow  adSff 
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Right  OF  Election. — 1661,  26  February.  Is 
in  all  the  refident  common  burgeffcs,  as  well  as 
tbe  twelve  and  twenty-five. 

1690,  22  December.  The  new  charter,  grant- 
ed to  the  town  of  Ludlow  by  the  late  king 
James,  whereby  the  ancient  method  of  ele£ling 
burgefles  for  pailiament  is  altered,  is  illegal  and 
void. 

J698,  1  March.  The  fons  of  burgefTes  of 
Ludlow,  and  ihofe  that  marry  the  daughters  of 
burgefles,  have  a  right  to  be  made  burgefles  of 
tbe  faid  borough. 

Every  perfon  having  a  right  to  be  made  a 
burgefs  of  the  borough  of  Ludlow,  ought  to  de- 
mand fuch  his  right  by  petition,  figned  by  the 
petitioner,  according  to  the  bye-law  made  in  the 
yeai  i66j,  and  not  othcrwife. 

KuMBER  OF  VOTERS— Nearly  500. 
Returning  officers— The  two  bailiffs. 
J*ATRpN— I^rd  Ciive,  partially. 
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WENLOCK. 

Political  Character.  This  town  is  alfo 
called  Much-Wenlock ;  but  from  its  being  an 
ill-built  dirty  little  place,  confifting  only  of  two 
€)rdinary  ftrects,  it  is  called  Af//cA-Wcnlock  by- 
way of  derifion. 

The  villages  of  Little  Wenlock  and  Brafely 
•are  within  the  limits  of  this  borough,  the  whole 
of  which  are  the  property  of  Sir  Henry  Bridget- 
man,  Bart,  and  Mr.  forrefter,  the  prefentmem^ 
bers.  The  advowfon  of  the  living  belongs  to 
Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 

This  infignificant  borough  is  the  firll  that 
ever  fent  members  to  parliament,  by  virtue  of  a 
charter  from  the  crown,  which  was  granted  by 
king  Edward  IV.  29th  November,  147*8,  who, 
by  his  authority,  delegated  to  them  the  power 
of  fending  one  member  to  parliament. 

This  monarch  was  feated  upon  a  throne,  tot- 
tering with  the  uncertainty  of  its  poffe (Tor,  who 
had  been  obliged,  in  his  paffage  to  it,  to  wade 
through  a  fea  of  blood-     An  aQ  committed  in 

that 
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tliat  Aiy  of  danger  and  perplexity^  could  not  be 
a  precedent  fufficiently  refpeftable,  to  veft  future 
kings  with  an  authority  to  grant  the  fame  privi- 
legej,  ivhen  and  where  it  fliould  fccm  expedient 
to  them,  and  particularly  when  no  fuch  power 
was  committed  to  them  by  the  conllitution  of  this 
country.  The  ad  of  union  having  linnited  the 
number  of  members  of  parliament  for  England 
to  five  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  that  of  Scot- 
land  to  forty-five,  has  now  prevented  the  future 
exercife  of  this  extraordlnar)'  prerogative. 

Ancilnt  State.  Wenlock,  which  is  fo  cal- 
led to  diflinguifh  it  from  a  village  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, known  by  the  name  of  Little  Wen- 
lock,  is  a  borough  town,  which,  with  Brafeley 
and  Little  Wenlock,  fends  two  members  to  par- 
liament. In  the  reign  of  Richard  11.  it  was  as 
famous  for  a  copper  mine  as  it  is  now  for  quar- 
ries of  lime{1one.  It  has  a  church,  of  which  Sir 
Watkin  Williams  Wynne  is  patron. 

This  town  was   imprivileged  by  Henry  IV. 

by   charter,    dated    November  S9th,    1478,  to 

lend  one  burgefi  to  parliament,  which  is  the  firft 

precedent 
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precedent  met  with  infcrted  in  the  charter  of  any 
l>oroogh. 

Corporation.  By  charter,  anno  7  Char.  !• 
confifts  of  a  bailiff,  recorder,  two  other  juftices, 
and  twelve  bailiff  peers,  or  capital  burgeflcs. 

Right  x)P  Election — In  the  burgeffes. 

K^MBER  of  voters — AboUt  lOO. 

Returning  officer— The  Bailiff,  * 

Patrons — Sir  Henry  Bridgman,  Bart.  anc| 
Cecil  Forrefter^  Efcj. 


BISHOP'S  CASTLE. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  is  en-» 
tirely  under  the  direction  of  lord  Clive,  who  i3 
proprietor  of  the  greateft  part  of  it.  The  right 
of  voting  is  in  the  burgeffes  who  are  inhabit 
tants. 

Wenlock  and  this  are  the  only  two  places 
which  come  under  the  defcription  of  proprietory 
boroughs  in  this  county ;  the  number  of  vot- 
ers not  exceeding  one  hundred  in  either.     The 

rights 
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lights  are  nearly  the  fame  in  each,  only  that  re- 
lidenceis  not  a  requiGte  qualification  in  a  bur- 
gefsof  Wenlock. 

Ancieht  State.  Bilhop'3  Caftle,  which  is 
feated  in  the  road  from  Ludlow  to  Montgomery, 
is  an  ancient  borough,  and  took  its  name  from 
having  formerly  belonged  to  the  bifhops  of  Here- 
ford, who  had  probably  a  feat  here  j  and,  though 
not  a  large  place,  enjoys  feveral  privileges. 

It  was  taken  from  the  fee  of  Hereford  by 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  incorporated  by  her  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  her  reign,  and  called  up  to 
return  members  to  her  next  parliament,  anno 
regni  27. 

Corporation — Confifts  of  a  bailiff,  recorder, 
and  fifteen  aldermen,  out  of  whom  the  bailiff  is 
annually  chofen,  and  is  juftice  of  the  peace  and 
quorum  for  that  and  the  enfuing  year. 

Right  of  ilection— In  the  bailiff  and  all  the 
burgelfes  within  thefaid  borough. 

Number  Of  voters — About  50. 
Returning  officer — The  bailiif. 
Patrow— Lord  Clive. 

SOMER- 
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Political  Chahactbr* 

.  1  HE  freeholders  of  this  county  have,  in  their 
political  charadler  of  clcding  their  reprefenta- 
lives,  held  out  to  all  the  people  of  England  an 
example  the  moft  worthy  of  their  imitation.  At  a 
county  meeting,  convened  for  the  purpofe  of  no- 
ininating  the  members,  previous  to  the  day  of 
deftion,  they  rcfolvcd,  and  agreed  unanimoufly, 
not  to  give  their  votes  either  to  the  brother  or 
fon  of  a  peer  of  the  realm,  nor  to  any  candidate 
fupported  by  fuch  an  intereft.  By  this  condudl 
they  have  manifefted  their  knowledge  of  the  con- 
llitution  of  their  country,  and  their  zeal  for  its 
profperity,  in  keeping  the  democratic  part  inde- 
pendent of,  and  unmixed,  as  it  certainly  ought 
to  be,  with  the  ariftocratic.  If  this  do&rine  was 
univerfally  underftood,  and  generally  prnftifcd^ 
our  reprefentatives  would  be  eleftcd  by,  and  out 
of,  ourfelves,  who  arc  better  acquainted  with  our 
own  intercftsj  and  neceflarily  more  anxious  to  pro- 
mote 
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inote  It,  than  thofe  who  are  conftitutionalt^  fc- 
parated  from  us,  and  who,  from  that  and  other 
circumftances,  confidcr  the  people  aa  an  order  of 
beings  difttnifl:  from  themfelves,  and  value 
them  only  in  proportion  as  they  are  fcrviccablc 
or  inftrumemat  to  their  own  confequence,  pride, 
and  ambition. 

Ancient  State.  Somerfetfhire,  is  fo  called 
from  the  town  of  Somerion,  which  was  formerly 
the  chief  town  in  the  county ;  whence  it  has  been 
called,  by  fome  authors,  the  county  of  Somerton. 
It  may  properly  be  confidered  as  a  maritime 
county,  it  being  wafhed  on  the  north-weft  by 
Brillol  channel.  It  is  of  conliderabie  extent, 
being  fixty  miles  in  length,  fifty  in  breadth,  and 
two  hundred  miles  in  circumference. 

Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  places  this  county 
in  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Belgae.  How- 
ever Tacitus,  when  he  relates  the  viilories  of 
Oftorius,  mentions  the  Iceni  and  Cangi,  as  con- 
quered by  him ;  and  the  latter,  he  fays,  dwelt 
hereabouts,  at  a  fmaU  diftance  Irom  the  Irith  fca. 
Hence  Camden  conjedures,  that  the  Cangi,  be- 
ing a  fmall  people,  might  be  comprehended  under 
the  Belgjc;  but  Dr.  Tanner,  chancellor  of  Nor- 
wich, 
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"wich,  who  has  with  great  induftry  feafched  iritd 
the  afttiquities  of  thefe  parts,  is  of  opinion,  that 
all  the  northern  part  of  Wiltfhire  may  be  allowed 
to  have  been  the  habitations  of  the  Cangi,  be- 
caufe  the  whole  courfeof  Oftorius's  inafch  feems 
to  be  a  proof,  that  the  Cangi  lived  in  this  part  of 
the  ifland ;  for  when  that  general  bad  vanquifhed 
them,  and  fettled  a  colony  at  Camelodunum,  that 
is  Camelet,  in  this  county,  he  marched  to  fubdue 
the  Silures,  or  the  inhabitants  of  South  W^les, 
and  from  thence  went  to  the  Ordoviccs,  or  thofc 
of  North  Wales.  Now  as  this  might  be  done 
without  harafling  his  foldlers,  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofcd  that  he  marched  any  other  way  thither. 
Befides,  Lipfius  conjedures,  that  inftead  of  the 
Ceni  Magni  of  Caefar,  we  ought  to  read  Iceni 
Cangi;  and  if  this  be  allowed,  the  Iceni  and 
Cangi  muft  be  placed  in  thefouth  parts  of  Bri- 
tain, and  the  Cangi,  in  all  probability  will  fall  to 
the  lot  of  Somerfetftiire  and  the  north  of  Wilt- 
fhire. Befides,  the  Briftol  channel  may  probably 
be  the  fea  which,  Tacitus  tells  us,  looks  towards 
Ireland,  near  which  the  Cangi  lived.  Likewife 
the  Avon,  called  Antona  by  Tacitus,  on  which 
Oftorius  had,  before  the  rebellion  of  the  Britons, 
erefted  feveral  garrifons,  will  very  well  anfwer 
the  river  Tacitus  fpeaks  of. 

There 
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There  is  but  one  Roman  ftarion  in  this  county, 
taken  notice  of  by  Antoninus  in  his  Itinerary, 
and  this  he  calls  Equse  Solis,  which  is  the  fame 
as  Bath ;  but  there  were  other  Roman  fortrefles, 
and  one  city  mentioned  by  Ptolemy,  named  If- 
chalis.  As  for  the  Roman  roads  in  this  county, 
the  Fofle  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  one.  It 
pa(G:s  from  Salfleet  to  Lincoln(hire,  through 
Noitinghamlhirc,  Leicefterlhire,  WarwickOiire, 
and  Gloucefterlhire,  to  Bath,  from  whence  it 
paflcs  to  Ilchefter,  and  preferves  its  nam&  in  the 
neighbourjiood.  Dr.  Stukeley  is  convinced^  thac 
the  pavement  of  black  ftonc  laid  edge-way, fouth 
of  this  place,  towards  DorfetOiire,  is  the  work  of 
the  Romans,  and  in  its  original. form. 

Under  the  Weft-Saxon  kings,  this  county  was 
fubjedt  to  certain  earls.  Who  had  the  power  of  de- 
termining all  contioverfies  of  right  and  wrong, 
and  the  punifliing  malefaftors  within  their  jurif- 
didioni  but  we  lind  nothing  remarkable  in  hif- 
lory  concerning  them,  till  William  the  Conque- 
ror deprived  the  Saxon  nobility  of  their  honours 
and  eflales',  placing  Normans  in  tlieir  rmom. 

Vot.  li.  F  f  SOMER- 
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Somersetshire  is  remarkable  for  having  two 
of  the-  moft  celebrated  mineral  waters  in  the 
kingdom ;  which  are,  thofe  of  Bath  and  Briftol, 
bcfides  others  of  different  kinds. 

This  county,  which  is  fcatcd  in  the  province 
of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Bath  and  Wells,  is 
divided  into  forty-two  hundreds,  containing  three 
cities,  thirty-two  market  towns,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  parilhes.  It  fends  eighteen 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the 
Ihire  for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  each  of 
the  cities  of  Briftol,  Bath,  and  Wells,  and  two 
burgelTes  for  each  of  the  following  boroughs,  viz. 
Taunton,  Ilchefter,  Milbourne-port,  and  Mine- 
head. 


BRISTOL  CITY. 

Political  Character.  This  city  was  for- 
merly  confidered  a  part  of  Gloucefterihirc.  The 
return  of  its  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  was 
made  by  the  flicriff  of  that  county ;  but  after- 
wards, to  dignify  the  county  of  Somerfet  with 
three  cities,  it  was  placed  there  before  Bath  and 

Wells, 
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Wells,  as  the  firft  of  three.  In  the  47th  of  Ed- 
ward III.  it  was  difTcvered  from  Gloucefter  and 
Somerfet,  and  made  a  county  of  itfelf.  This 
city  is  certainly  the  fecond  in  England,  with  te- 
fpcQ.  to  the  number  and  riches  of  its  merchanta. 
It  is'  entirely  free  from  ariflocratic  and  miaifte- 
rial  controul ;  but  it  is  at  prefent  reprefented  by 
a  coalition'  formed  by  the  leaders  of  the  two  coiu 
■  tending  parties^  One  of  its  reprefcntarives  votes 
uniformly  with  adminiftration,  and  the  other 
with  oppolition^  fo  that  the  fix  thoufand  perfbn$> 
to  whom  the  right  of  cle&ion  is  fuppofed  to  be 
confined,  have  virtually  no  reprefenution  at  all. 

Ancient  Statb.  Brifiol,  called  by'  the  Sax- 
ons Bri^tllow^  which  figntfies  a  celebrated 
place,  is  called  in  the  catalogue  of  ancient  cities ' 
Caer-Brito,  and  by  the  Britons  Gaer-Oder-Nant- 
Vadon,  that  is,  the  city  of  Odera  in  Badon  valley. 
!t  is  fcated  between  the  Avon,  and  the  little  river 
Frome,  a  hundred  and  feven  miles  fouth  of 
Shrewflsury.  The  time  in  ,  which  this  city  was 
built  is  uncertain,  it  not  being  mentioned  by  any . 
of  our  hifiorians  that  treat  of  the  Danifb  wars. 
Camden  is  of  opinion,  it  was  firft  built  about  the 
F  f  1  do- 
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^cclcnfion  orthe  Saxon  governmetit,  becaufc  w<f 
4o  not,  find  it  uK^n  notice  of  before  the  year  vqS^w 
at  w.hich  time  king  Hiarolct  fet  iailf  for  Briftol,  to 
iiiyat}^  Wales.  When  Jcffri^y,  bi^hog  of  Con- 
ftance,  raifed  a  rebellion  ag^inft  William  Rttfu$|. 
he  fchdfe  this:  city  for  the  fijat  of  ^^r^  and^  fcrti- 
^ddfiftwitban  inner  wajl,  ivhich  i&  fuppofed*  i^ 
part  to  continue  to  this  day.  Robert^  the  natural 
Sbnof Ufon.  J.  aijbd  brpther  to  th^  emprefs  Ma^ 
tilda^  poflcfled  h^mfelf  of  thUcilJr  upon  her  Jic- 
(xnuit^  and:  having  ilrengthened  k  with  acafile;^ 
ganifdned  it  againft  ki  ng  Stephetu  The  emprefe^ 
oh  making  her  efcape  from  the  fii^ge  of  AxuncM 
caftle,  fled  hither,  and  was  followed  by  king  Ste- 
phen; /when  heJiHng  of  hit  approetch,  ihe  fled  to 
Gloncefter,  and  then  to  Lincoln,  Stephen  piHw 
fued  her;  but  their  artvi^aji^niiiglb^ttle,^  hc^  was 

vanquifhed,  and  taken  pnfbnfiti  (m^whicl^  the 
emprefs  ordered  him  to  .be  convey^  to  the  city 
of  Briftol,  and' there,  confined.  His  queen 
did  alL  in  her  power  to  procure  his  relc,afe,.bui; 
without  eifc£L  Upon  which  (he  alTembled  all  the 
forces  flbe  was. able  to  procure,  and  having  Ro- 
bert, earl  of  Gloucefter,  the  queen's  brother,  in 
her  power,  refolved  to  treat  him  witK  a^  much  Se- 
verity 
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-verity  as  the  emprefs  had  done  the  Icing,-  which 
had  a  good  cflcA ;  for  by  this  means  Ihe  obtained 
theking'a  liberty. 

On  the  26th  erf  Februaiy  1 574,  there  happen- 
ed in  thifi  city  an  "earthquake,  which  caufcd  the  in- 
habitants to  By  from  their  houfcs.  Many  cMm- 
nies  were  thrown  down,  and  the  diffies  and 
books  fell  from  the  ttielve*. 

In  the  civil  wars  it  fuffered  greatly,  and  under- 
went many  changes^  it  being  altemacely  poflellcid 
by  both  parties. 

The  tradefmen  of  this  city  are  incorporated 
into  feveral  companies,  each  of  which  has  a 
hall,  or  a  large  room  hired  for  their  meeting;  and 
by  a  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  every  itian  that 
marries  the  daughter  of  a  citizen  of  Briftol  be- 
comes free  of  the  city.  Here  is  a  Guildhall,  in 
which  are  held  the  aflizes  and  feflioos,  with  the 
mayor's  and  Ihcriffs  courts  j  and  adjoining  to  it 
is  afpacious  lofty  roonij  called  Si,  George's  €ha- 
pel,  in  which  the  mayor  and  fhenffs  are  annualljr 
chofen'.  Here  is  alfo  a  large  council-ropm,  in 
vhich  the  mayor  and  fome  of  the  aldermen 
meec 
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meet  every  day,  except  Sundays,  for  the  adoiiiiU 
llration  of  juftice.  The  Royal  Exchange  is  a  fine 
ilruAure,  built  in  the  manner  of  that  at  London, 
and  is  about  two-thirds  as  large.  It  is  all  of  free- 
ftone,  and  the  ground  upon  ^hich  it  ftands,  cofl: 
the  chamber  of  the  city  20,000 1.  It  has  four 
entrances  to  the  fqua^e  within,  and  above  are 
roonis  for  (hops.  Behind  the  building  is  an  ex- 
tenfi  ve  piece  of  ground  laid  out  for  the  m.arket^. 
In  Wine-ftreet  is  a  large  ftrudture,  called  the 
Comr-market ;  adjoining  to  which  is  2^  gu^rd^ 
roppii  witl^  barracks  fqr  foldiers.. 

This  place,  whicK  was  made  a  mayor  town  at 
•the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Hen.  III.  was,  an- 
no 47  Edw.  III.  diffevered  from  the  counties  of 
GlouCefter  and  Somerfet,  and  made  a  county  of 
itfelf.  It  wasalfo,  anno  1452,34  Hen.  VIII, 
made-a  brfliop-s  fee  and  city. 

It  fent  to  parliament  ah  origine. 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder^ 
eleven  aldermen,  two  Iheriffs,  and  forty-eight 
common-councilmen^ 

Right 


;   •         • 
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Right  of  Election— In  the  freeholders,  hav- 
ing freeholds  of  forty  fliillings  a  year,  and  the 
free  burgelles. 

Number  of  voters — Near  6000. 
Returning  Officers— The  flicrifFs. 

BATH. 

Political  Character.  This  city,  which  is 
the  moft  elegant,  and  one  of  the  firft  with  refped: 
to  population  in  the  kingdom,  is  under  the  fame 
political  cxclufion,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Shore- 
ham  and  Cricklade,  who  have  been  conviifted  of 
the  grofleft  venality,  corruption,  and  bribery  ;  a 
crime,  which  the  late  Sir  John  Cuft,  when  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  reprimanding  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  Oxford,  calls  the  moft 
enormous  that  men  can  well  commit.  The  pu- 
nifhraent  infiiifled  by  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
fuch  as  they  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  make 
examplesof  their  juftice,  has  been  dt/tjualificaiion 
Jnm  voting  in  ibe  eUlfion  of  members  of  parliament. 
All  the  inhabitants  of  Bath,  the  corporation  only 
excepted,  are  exa6lly  in  the  fame  fituation,  with 
onl)'  the  mental  confoktion,  of  not  having  com- 
mitted a  fimilar  offence  againft  the  liberty  of 
their  country  to  deferve  it. 

The' 
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The  reprefentation  of  this  city  is  as  complete 
a  political  farcc  as  that  of  Old  Sarum  ;  for  if 
thirty-two  individuals  are  to  eleS  two  rcprefen- 
tatives  for  the  people  of  England,  it  is  of  very  little 
confequence  whether  they  are  chofen  by  that 
number  of  burgage-holders,  or  by  the  fame  num- 
ber of  aldermen  and  common-council.  We, 
however  truft,  that  we  may  hail  them  with  the 
profpecflof  afpeedy  reform,  which  will  reftore  men 
to  their  rights,  and  the  nation  to  its  true  dignity 
and  independence. 

The  corporation  of  this  city  are  not  of  that 
degraded  defcription,  who  put  their  fuffrages  to 
public  fale,  or  fubmit  to  the  domineering  info-, 
lence  of  a  powerful  individual.  They  have 
manifefted  an  honourable  attachment  to  the  ex^ 
alted  virtues  of  their  venerable  recorder,  earl 
Camden,  and  to  the  convivial  hofpitalities  of 
their  oppulent  neighbour,  the  marquis  of  Bath, 
whofe  fons  are  their  prefent  reprefentativcs. 

Ancient  State.  Bath,  which  is  a  bilhop*3 
fee,  united  to  that  of  Wells,  is  one  of  the  mod 
celebrated  cities  in  England,  and  of  very  great 
antiquity,  it  being  the  Aqu^  Solis,  or  Waters  of 

thq 
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the  Sun  of  Antoninus.  Upon  the  fpot  where 
the  cathedral  now  ftands>  a  temple  is  faid  to  have 
been  formerly  dedicated  to  Minerva^  who  wat 
the  titular  deity  of  thefe  fprings,  from  thence 
the  ancient  Britons  gave  this  city  the  name  of 
Caer  Pallader,  or  the  city  of  the  Wate«  of  Pal- 
las. It  is  leated  in  a  great  valley  amorf^  hill^ 
which  encircle  it  in  the  form  of  an  aDiphithea^ 
tre;  and  there  isnodoubt  bm  the  Romans  were 
induced  to  fix  a  ftation  here>  on  account  of  its 
admirable  hot  fpringt,  which  had  even  then 
been  long  famous  for  curing  a  great  number  of 
difeafea.  It  is  not  known  by  whom  this  city  was 
originally  founded.  Scrnie  legendary  writers  aff 
cribe  it  to  king  Bladen,  who  lived  long  before 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  and  confequenlly  be- 
fore the  coming  of  the  Romans;  but  who  hewas 
is  as  much  unknown  ;  indeed  it  is  queftioned  if 
ever  there  was  any  fuch  king,  though  llatuea 
have  been  eretled  to  him  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
city.  Bath  was  at  length  called  by  the  SaxfHia 
Acmannefceaftcr,  which  finnifies  the  city  of  Va- 
letudinarians ;  and  upon  Landfdown-hill,  near 
this  city,  are  flill  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a  for- 
tification, thought  to  have  been  thrown  up  by 
ihe  Saxons,  in  the  year  520,  when  they  defend- 
ed 
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ed  themfelves  againft  the  viflorious  king  Arthur* 
In  the  year  577,  CeawHn,  king  of  the  Weft- 
SaxonSi  drove  the  Britons  out  of  feveral  cities^ 
and  at  length  came  to  Batb»  and  forced  that  city 
to  fubmit  to  his  power.     In  the  year  676,  Ofric, 
a  petty  king,  built  a  nunnery  here,  and  foonaf- 
ter^  when  this  city  fell  into  the  bands  oft  he 
Mercians^  king  OSa  built  a  churchy  to  which 
king  Edgar^  on  account  of  his  being  crowned  in 
it»  granted  feveral  immunities.     They  were  both, 
however,  deftroyed  in  the  Danifh  wars ;  but  when 
peace  was  reftored,  this  city  recovered  itfelf  by 
degrees,  and  Elphege,  archbifhop  of  Canterbu- 
ry, in  the  year  101  o,  built  the  inhabitants  a  new 
church.     In  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  a  body 
of  rebeU  marched  to  this  city,  which  they  plun- 
dered and  burnt;  yet,  in  a  fhoct  time,  the  in- 
habitants, by  theaffiftance  of  thebifliop  of  Wells, 
bought  this  city  for  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
filver ;  apd  the  bifhop  tranflating  his  fee  hither, 
built  a  new  cathedral.     But  at  length  it  becom- 
ing ruinous,  Oliver  King,  biHiop  of  Bath,  laid 
the  foundation  of  another ;  but  did  not  liv^  tg 
fee  it  completed. 

The  city  is  encompafled  by  a  wall,  which» 
though  flight,  and  almofl  entire,  is  fuppofed  to 

have 
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have  been  the  work  of  the  Romans,  except 
the  upper  part,  which  reems  to  have  been  repair- 
ed with  the  ruins  of  Roman  buildings ;  for  in 
fpme  places  the  loop-holes  are  left,  and  there 
are  many  Roman  infcriptions,  fome  of  which 
are  fawn  acrofs  to  fit  the  place  the  ftone  was  to 
fill  J  likewifc  fome  of  the  letters  arc  towards  the 
city,  and  (^hers  on  the  outfide;  moft  of  thofe 
mentioned  by  Camden,  and  other  authors,  are 
ftill  left,  though  they  are  not  cafy  to  be  read. 
The  >valls  are  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  a  penta- 
gon, and  inclafe  but  a  fmall  compafs  of  ground: 
in  thefe  walls  were  four  gates  and  a.  poflem, 
which  were  all  of  them  lately  demolifiied  and  ta- 
ken aw^y. 

This  city  fent  to  parliament  ai  origine^ 

Corporation.— ConCfts  of  a  mayor,  nine  al- 
dermen, a  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  and  twenty 
common-counc  ilmeo . 

Right  of  Election.  1706,  26th  January. 
In  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-counciV- 
men  only, 

NUMB£R  or  VOTERS— 3s. 

Patrons — Marquis  of  Bath,  and  carl  Camden. 
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Political  Charactfr.  The  influence  pre- 
vailing in  this  city,  is  that  of  Clement  Tudway, 
Efq.  one  of  its  prefent  rcprefcntatives.  This 
gctitleman  has  a  fuflficient  intercft  always  ro  pro- 
cure a  return  for  himfelf  without  expence ;  and  the 
corporation,  &c.  compliment  fome  particular 
friend,  or  neighbouring  gentleman  with  the 
9ther  feat.  There  have  been  feveral  refolutions 
of  thehoufeof  commons  refpcding  the  right  of 
clcftioo  in  this  city. 

In  one  refolution.  It  is  agreed  to  be  in  the 
mayor,  mailers,  and  burgefles,  and  in  fuch  per- 
fons  as  are,  by  conjent  of  the  mayor,  admitted  to 
their  freecJom  ;  this  would  have  left  the  eledtion 
of  members,  in  a  great  mcafurc,  in  the  corpora- 
tion; as  the  mayor,  with  fuch  a  difctetionary 
power,  would  admit  only  thofe  that  were  of*  his 
own  party  I  the  lafl  refolution  has,  however,  de- 
termined it  to  be  in  the  mayor^  mafters,  burgef- 
fes,  and  freemen,  without  the  word  conjent  being 
included  in  it* 

An*. 
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Ancient  State.  Wells  received  its  najiw 
from  the  many  fprings  or  wells  in  the.  town  ajid 
its  nei^bourhood.  Itisfiniated  to  the  fouthof 
Briftol,  and  is  a  fmall,  but  clean  place,  at  the 
bottom  of  Mendip-hills.  This  town  was  de- 
ftroyed,  by  the  Danes,  but  afterwards  recovered 
itfelf.  It  was  erefted  into  an  cpifcopal  fee  in  the 
year  605.!  but  John  de  Billula,  the  fixleenth. bi- 
Ihop,  traQsferred  this  fee  toB^th,,  and.  renounced 
the  title  of  bilhop  of  Wells  j  after  which^hotdif* 
putes  arofe  between  the  churches  of  Ba^  and 
Wells,  concerning  the  elediionof  a  bifliopr  but 
they  were  compromifed  about  the  year  1133,  by 
bilhop  Robert ;  and  it  was  fettled,  that  whenever 
the  fee  became  vacant,  the  biftiop  fliould  be  elec- 
ted by  the  canons  both  of  Bath  and  Well*; 
but  that  the  precedency  in  ftyle  Ihould  be  given 
to  Bath,  and  that  he  ihould  be  inftalled  in  bot^ 
churches.  It  was  afterwards  determined,  that 
both  churches  Ihould  make  one  full  chapten  for 
the  bifhop. 

Wells,  was  firft  made  a  free  horougfa.  m 
the  reign  of  Hen.  II.  by  the  intereft'  of  Fitz>- 
Joceline,  its  biftiop.  It  afterwards  received  a 
charter  from  king  John,  by  which  it  was  made  a 
market-town,  and  was  raifed  into  a  city  by  queen 
3  Eliza- 
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Elizabeth.  In  1738^  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out, 
nrhich  confumed  above  a  hundred  dwellings 
houfes^  in  fix  hours  time;  fo  that  very  few  had 
time  to  fave  their  goods. 

This  is  a  very  neat  city,  confiding  of  broad 
ftreets  with  handfome  buildings.  It  has  a  cathe- 
dral, and  only  one  parifh  church.  The  cathedral 
is  (aid  to  have  been  firfi.  built  by  king  Ina,  about 
the  year  704,  but  was  afterwards  fo  efFcdlually  re- 
paired by  bifhop  Fitz- Joceline,  that  it  was  confi- 
dered  as  a  new  work.  The  front,  which  has  been 
built  upwards  of  five  hundred  years,  is  admired 
for  its  imagery  and  carved  work  in  (lone,  and 
particularly  for  a  window  mofl:  curioully  painted. 
Adjoining  to  the  church  are  fpacious  cloyfl:ers, 
and  a  chaptcr-houfe  of  a  circular  form,  fupport* 
cd  by  one  pillar  in  the  middle. 

This  city  fcnt  to  parliament  ab  origine. 

• 

Corporation.   By  charter,  anno  16  Eliz.  it. 

confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  feven  matters,  and 

iixteen  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election— 1695,  18  Feb.     Is  only 

in  the  mayor,  maftcrs,  and  burgefles  of  the  faid 

4  city. 


""""'^^^■4 
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ciiy,  and  infach  pcrfons,  as  are  (by  conltnCof 
the  mayor  and  common-council  of  the  faid  city) 
admitted  to  their  freedom  in  any  of  the  ftven 
trading  companies  of  the  faid  city,  on  account 
of  birth,  fervttude,  or  marriage. 

1723,  May  2.  1  Is  in  the  mayor,  mafters, 
1729,  Apr.  18.  J  buigeflcs,  and  freemen  of 
the  laid  city,  who  are  admitted  to  their  freedom 
in  any  of  the  feven  companies  within  the  faid 
city,  being  thereunto  entitled  by  birth,  fervitude, 
or  marriage. 

Number  of  Voters — About  500. 
Returning  officer — The  Mayor. 
Patron— Clement  Tudway,  Efq.  partially. 

TAUNTON. 
Political  Character.  The  borough  of 
Taunton  does  not  comprehend  the  whole  of  the 
town  of  that  name,  only  part  of  the  parifh  of  St. ' 
Mary  Magdalen  being  within  its  limits.  The 
right  of  eletflion,  according  to  the  laft  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  is  in  the  inhabitants, 
pot-wallen,  not  receiving  alms  or  charity.  This 
quali- 
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qualification  id  defioed  to  mean^all  the  retideilC 
tealeinhab^antv who  have  obtakied  a  parochial' 
feficlemcint,  nJietherthey  are  occupiers  qf  s^houfe.. 
00  lodgers ;  and  gives  joccallon  to  fuch*innumeraUe 
objedions  at  an  eIe&ion>^ad  to  leave  iirthe  return- 
ing officer,  who  is  umpire  between  the  parties, 
the  pQm^T:<^  dociding  iaifavpur  of  iihi^hever  he 
pleafes,    , 

A  PAROCHIAL  £bttlement.bdng  acquired,  and 
forfeited  by  fuch  a  vqriety  of  legal  methods,,,  wit* 
neffes  to  qualify  and  difqualify  every  perfim  vo^ 
ting  under  that  claim,  are  produced,  and  a  deci- 
fion  is  made  in  a  court  which  has  no  authority, 
and  before  a  returning  office^  who  has  not  a  pow- 
er to  examine  on  oath.  The  miuifterial  duties 
of  his  office,  are  thereby  excrcifed  judicially,  and 
he  admits  or  rejedls  votes  at  his  own  difcrction* 

Th^  want  of  an  univerfally  eftablifhed  ri^t 
of  eloSion,  rauft  ever  be  produdjivc  of  thefe  im- 
perfeSions  in  a  popular  inftitution ;  exclufive 
rights,  and  local  qualifications,  have  ever  been 
the  caufe  of  difpute  and  litigation,  of  which  the 
numerous,  petitions  frqm  the  corporation  and 
hurgage^tenurc  boroughs,  bear  a  difgrj^eeful  tef- 

timony : 
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timony :  even  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  where 
the  elciflion  is  vcfted  in  not  more  than  eighty  in- 
dividuals, is  expofed  to  the  fame  inconvenience. 
Two  years  out  of  the  fcvcn  for  which  they  are 
clefted,  are  now  nearly  elapfcd,  and  yet  only  thir- 
teen out  of  fixtecn,  which  is  the  number  of  their 
reprcfentativcs,  can  take  their  feats  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  owing  to  the  length  of  tirop  occupied 
in  the  invcftigation  of  partial  rights;  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe  of  commons  is  iiKnetiines 
engaged  ten  times  as  long  in  afcertaining  the 
right  of  franchife  in  a  rotten  borougl^  as  they 
would  be  in  digefling  and  eflablifliing  a  form  for 
a  feir,  equil,  and  univerfal  reprefentation  of  the 
people. 

The  influence  of  this  borough  is  at  pi-cfent 
difputed  between  Sir  Benjamin  Hamet,  one  of 
its  members,  and  Mr.  Morland,  the  banker. 
The  cotporation,  which,  according  to  its  charter 
lliould  confifl:  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  alder- 
men, and  twenty  common-council,  has  at  pre- 
fent  twelve  vacancies ;  but,  as  a  majority  of  thofc 
which  remain  are  in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Mor- 
land, it  is  probable  they  wili  foon  be  filled  with 
that  gentleman's  friends. 
Vol,  II.  Gg  Sii^ 
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Sir  Benjamin  Hamet  has  founded  a  very 
powerful  intereft  in  this  place,  by  building  a  new 
ftreer,  and  purchafing  the  caftle  in  which  the 
county  aflizes  arc  held.  The  latter  will  enable 
him,  in  cafe  a  fpirit  of  difobtdience  (hould  mani- 
feft  itfelf  amongfl  the  eledors,  to  refufe  the  u(c 
of  it  to  the  public,  and,  of  courfe,  to  remove  the 
aflizes  to  fome  other  place  in  the  county. 

A  PETITION  of  Alexander  Popham,  Efq.  and 
John  Halliday,  Efq.  was  tried  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1775,  againft  the  return  of  the  Hon. 
Edward  Stafford,  and  Nathaniel  Webb,  Efq. 
complaining  of  the  partiality  of  the  returning 
officer,  in  protrading  the  poll,  by  unneceflary  ad- 
journments, from  the  i  oth  of  OQober,  when  it  be- 
gan, to  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month,  and  that  he 
had  rejedled  many  legal  votes  which  were  tender- 
ed for  the  petitioners,  Popham  and  Halliday,  and 
admitted  many  illegal  votes  for  the  fitting  mem- 
bers. 

That  the  fitting  members,  previous  to,  and 
during  the  poll,  were  guilty  of  divers  a<35  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption  by  themfelves  and  agents* 

\  One 
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One  hundred  and  fixteen  voters  were  objefted 
to  as  having  received  chariry :  the  words "  alms,'* 
and  "charity,"  in  this  borough  are  admitted  not 
to  be  fynonimous  j  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  having  rendered  all  thofc  receiving  be- 
nefit, in  either  way,  incapable  of  voting.  There 
are  a  great  many  f  haritable  funds  in  this  place, 
fuch  as  the  Town  charity,  Saunders's  charity,  Me- 
ridith 'a' charity,  &c. 

Three  Chelfea  penfioners  were  objeifledto  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioners ; 

Nineteen,  as  not  having  parochial  fettlementsj 

Sixteen,  as  not  anfwering  the  defcription  of 
potwallers ; 

Two,  as  certificate-men';  and 

Two,  as  bribery  agents. 

The  counfcl  for  the  fitting  members  thought, 

that  gentlemen  of  fortune  were  not  under  the  ne- 

ceflity  of  gaining  a  legal  parochial  fettlcment  to 

intitle  them  to  vote,  but  this  was  over-ruled,  there 

Gg'2  not 
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not  appearing  to  be  any  principle  upon  which 
fuch  a  diftindion  could  be  fupported. 

They  likewife  contended,  that  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  have  recognized,  that  apprentices  can- 
not be  potwallers  qualified  ^o  vote ;  but  of  thU 
qucftion  Mr.  Douglas  makes  a  query. 

It  was  determined,  that  Chelfea  penfioncrs  had 
a  right  to  vote. 

That,  by  the  lex  loci,  certificate  men  cannot 
vote  for  this  borough. 

That  thofe  who  had  received  charity  had  no 
right  to  vote. 

The  counfcl  for  the  petitioners  undertook  to 
prove  the  charge  of  bribery  fo  direftly  and  pal- 
pably, as  to  difqualify  the  fitting  members. 

On  Thurfday  the  i6th  of  March,  the  com- 
mittee determined, 

« 

That  the  petitioners  were  duly  eleded. 

StatQ 
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State  of  the  poll  at  the  laft  eleffion : 
Sir  Benjamin  Hamct,  29  r 

Alexander  Popham,  Efq.  257 

John  Halliday,  Efq.  239 

John  Morland,  Efq.  1 83 

Anciant  Statb.  Taunton,  which  is  delight- 
fully fituated  on  the  river  Thone,  is  a  populous 
borough,  and  thought  to  be  one  of  the  largcft  in 
the  kingdom.  Ina,  king  of  the  Wefl-Saxons, 
built  a  caftle  here,  which  was  demoliffied  by  his 
wife ;  but  afterwards  it  was  rebuilt  by  one  of  the 
biihops  of  Winchefter,  to  the  prelates  of  which 
fee  this  town  and  deanery  belonged,  even  before 
the  conquelt.  This  caftle  was  a  building  of 
great  extent;  its  hall,  with  the  outward  gate  and 
porter's  lodge,  are  ftill  ftanding ;  and  in  the  hall, 
which  is  very  large,  are  generally  held  the  affizes 
for  the  county.  At  the  entrance  into  the  court, 
is  the  exchequer,  where  the  bilbop's  clerk  keeps 
his  office  ;  and  a  court  is  held  every  Saturday, 
for  the  bifhop's  tenants.  This  caftle  was  gar- 
rifoned  by  the  parliament  in  the  civil  war,  when, 
being  befieged  by  Goring,  lord  Fairfax  march- 
ed to  relieve  ilj  on  which  Goring  raifed  the  fiege, 
and  in  a  few  days  after  was  defeated  by  Fairfax, 
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at  Langport,  who  killed  many  of  his  menj>  took 
twelve  hundred  horfes,  and  fourteen  hundred 
prifoners.  This  viflory  was  followed  by  the 
conqueft  of  Bridgcwater,  Bath,  Sherburn,  and 
Briltol.  King  Charles  the  Second  in  the 
year  1662,  caufed  its  walls  to  be  demolifhed,and 
took  away  the  charter  from  the  town,  on  account 
of  the  inhabitants  having  adhered  to  the  parlia* 
ment  in  the  reign  of  his  father ;  after  which  they 
were  feventeen  years  without  one,  till  the  fame 
prince  granted  them  a  new  charter. 

This  town  fufFered  greatly  by  the  cruelty  of 
major  general  Kirk,  immediately  after  the  duke 
of  Monmouth's  defeat,  in  the  year  1685,  who 
being  fent  hither,  caufed  nineteen  perfons,  by  his 
own  authority,  without  any  trial  or  procefs,  and 
without  fuffering  their  wives  or  children  tofpeak 
with  them,  to  be  hanged,  with  pipes  playing, 
drums  beating,  and  trunipets  founding.  The 
fame  inhuman  monfter,  having  invited  his  offi^ 
cers  to  dinner,  ordered  thirty  perfons,  condemn- 
ed here  by  Jeffries,  to  be  hanged  while  they 
were  at  table;  namely,  ten,  in  a  health  to  the 
king,  ten,  while  the  health  went  round  to  the 
queen,  and  ten^^  with  the  health  paffed  to  Jef-* 
fpes. 

At 
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At  Taunton  wa«  anciently  a  priory  of  Black 
canonSj  ereded  by  William  Gifford,  bifhop  of 
Wincheftcr,  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  and  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  It  had  after- 
wards many  confiderable  benefa6lors,  and  at  the 
diflblution,  iu  revenues^  according  to  Dugdale, 
amounted  to  a861.  a  year;  but,  according  to 
Speedy  to  438I.  Here  was  alfo  a  houfe  of  White 
Carmelite  friars,  founded  by  Walter  de  Meryet  j 
and  likewife  an  ancient  leper  boufe;  the  advow- 
fon  and  patronage  of  which  was  granted  by  Tho- 
mas Lambrizt,  about  the  year  1  a  80,  to  the  abbot 
and  convent  of  Glaftonbury. 

This  borough  fent  to  parliament  23  £dw.  I. 

Corporation.  By  charter  of  Cha.  II.  it 
conGfts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  aldermen,  and 
twenty  capital  buFgefTes.  The  mayor  and  alder- 
men are  annually  chofen  out  of  the  burgefles. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  mayor's  officers 
have  no  power  to  arrefl,  and  that  there  is  no 
prifon  here,  except  a  Bridewell  for  vagrants; 
debtors  and  criminals  being  fent  to  the  county 
jail  at  Ilcheller.  Though  this  is  one  of  the  moft 
flouriihing 
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flourifhing  towns  in  the  county,  it  is  the  meaneft 
corporation,  having  neither  lands,  houfes,  nor 
joint  ftock  of  money. 

Right  of  Election.  17151  28  July— Is  in 
the  inhabitants  within  the  faid  borough,  being 
potwallers,  and  not  receiving  alms  or  charity. 

Number  OF  voters.  At  a  poll  taken  in  the 
year  1722,  was  727  ;  but  at  a  poll  taken  in  1774* 
the  number  was  only  456. 

Returning  officer — The  mayor. 
Patron— Sir  Benjamin  Hamet. 


BRIDGEWATER. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  for-r 
merly  acknowledged  the  patronage  of  the  famous 
Bubb  Doddington,  of  political  memory,  who  w^as 
oppofed  by  the  late  earl  of  Egmont,  when  they 
were  leaders  of  the  tory  fa£iion  of  the  late  reign. 
Earl  Poulett  had  then  the  lead  of  the  minifterial 
party  in  this  place,  and,  by  coalefcing  with  lord 
Egmont,  contrived  atlaft  topoflefs  himfelfof  the 

cpntfoling 
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tontroling  influence.  It  has  fince  been  con- 
tcfl:ed  with  earl  Poulett,  by  the  late  Mr.  Allen, 
member  for  this  town,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and,  at  the 
laft  general  eleftion,  by  lord  Pcrcival,  fon  of  the 
prefent  earl  of  Egmont.  Earl  Poulctt's  intcreft, 
however,  had  the  fupcriority,  the  numbers  on  the 
poll  being. 

For  the  Hon.  Verc  Poulett         186 

John  Langton,  Efq.  161  ' 

Lord  Percival  87 

AncientState,  Bridgewater,  which  isalarge 
and  populous  town,  feated  on  the  river  Parret, 
is  thought  to  be  a  corruption  of  Brugge  Walter, 
or  Walter's  borough,  a  name  by  which  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  called  loon  after  the  conqueft, 
when,  with  feveral  other  lordfliips  in  this  county, 
it  was  bellowed,  by  William  the  Conqueror,  on 
Waher  de  Douay,  one  of  his  commanders.  It 
had  a  caftle  built  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  by 
William  de'  Brivere,  lord  of  Bridgewatcr,  who 
alfo  founded  an  hofpital  near  the  eall  gate,  which 
was  a  chantry  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  Henry  II, 
Richard  I.  and  king  John.  He  alfo  made  the 
quay.J  Here  was  likewife  an  bofpital,  founded  by 
William 
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William  Bruer,  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  con-. 
£fting  of  a  prior  or  mafter,  and  brethren,  who 
were  to  maintain  thirteen  poor  infirm  perfonsj 
befides  pilgrims ;  for  which  purpofe  it  was  en- 
dowed with  revenues,  to  the  amount  of  120L  19s. 
per  annum.  Here  was  likewife  a  houfe  of 
Grey  friars,  founded  by  William  Bruer,  his  fon, 
?bout  the  year  1230. 

This  town  was  made  a  free  borough  by  king 
John,  a  mayor  town  by  Henry  IV.  and  fent  to 
parliament  23  £dw.  L ;  and  is  faid  to  have  been 
re-incorporated  by  queen  £liz.  in  the  29th  year 
of  her  reign. 

Corporation — Confifls  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
two  aldermen,  who  are  juflices  of  the  peace,  and 
twenty-four  conunon^councilmen. 

There  arc  annually  chofen  out  of  the  com- 
mon-council, two  bailiffs,  who  are  inverted  with 
a  power  equal  to  that  of  a  (herifFj  for  the  (he- 
rifFs  of  the  county  cannot  fend  any  procefs  into 
the  borough.  A  receiver  is  alfo  annually  chofen 
out  of  the  conmion-council,  to  coUedl  the  town 
rents,  and  make  payments. 

The 
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Thb  revenues  of  the  corporation,  confiding  of 
the  manor  of  the  borough,  the  great  and  fmall 
tithes,  and  fome  ellates  iri  DorTetniire,  are  valued 
at  io,00ol.  a^ear;  and  the  freemen  are- free  of 
all  the  ports  in  England  and  Ireland,  except 
London  and  Dublin. 

Right  of  Election.  1669,  7th  Dec.— Is  in 
the  majority  of  the  corporation,  confiiling  of  a 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  capital  bur- 
geffea,  being  inhabitants  of  that  divifion  of  the 
faid  parifli  of  Bridgewater,  which  is  commonly 
called  the  borough,  paying  foot  and  lot  within 
the  laid  divifion ;  and  in  them  only, 

1692,  loth  Dec.  Agreed  to  be  in  thofe  that 
pay  fcot  and  lot,  inhabiting  in  the  faid  borough. 

1769,  gth  March.  If  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  capital  burgefTes.are  not  inhabitants,  though 
they  pay  fcot  and  lot,  yet  they  have  no  right 
to  vote. 

J  769,  J  4th  March.     The  inhabitants  of  the 

eaftcrn  and  weftern  divifion  of  the  parifli  of 

Bridgewater  have  no  right  to  vote  for  reprefen- 

tatives. 
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tati  ves ;  but  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  the  inhabit 
tants  of  that  divifion  of  the  faid  parifh,  which  is 
commonly  called  the  borough,  paying  fcot  and 
lot  within  the  faid  divifion,  and  in  them  only. 

Number  of  voters— 300. 
Returning  officer — The  mayor* 
Patron— Earl  Poulctt. 


MINEHEAD. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  was 
originally  a  feudal  tenure,  annexed  to  the  caftle 
of  Dunfter,  \ihich  was  given  by  William  the  Con- 
queror to  William  dc  Mohun,  in  whofe  family 
it  continued  till  Sir  John  de  Mohun,  one  of  the 
firft  knights  of  the  garter,  having  no  male  iflue, 
conveyed  it  ^to  truftees,  for  the  ufe  of  his  wife, 
who,  after  his  deccafe,  fold  it,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  III.  to  the  lady  Elizabeth  Luttrell, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Courtenay,  earl  of  Devonfliire, 
and  widow  of  Sir  Andrew  Luttrell,  Knt.  Her 
fon.  Sir  Henry  Luttrell,  Knt.  who  was  lieutenant 
of  Harfleur,  and  fteward  of  the  houftiold  to 
Henry  V's  queen,  added  feveral  buildings,  now 

(landing, 
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ftanding,  and  left  the  caftle  and  honour  to  his 
poftcrity,  by  whom  it  is  ftill  pofleffed,  and  who 
is  the  prefenc  owner  and  patron  of  this  borough, 
and  at  whofe  couit-lect  the  returning  ofEcers  are 
chofen. 

The  right  of  eledtion  is  in  the  pariOiioners  of 
Dunfter  and  Minchead,  being  boufekeepers  in  the 
borough  of  MtTtebead. 

This  borough  has  been  lately  nearly  dcftroyed 
by  fire,  together  with  moft  of  the  property  of  the 
unhappy  fufFerers.  A  very  liberal  fubfcription 
has  been  made  for  the  relief  of  the  late  occupiers, 
which  does  honour  to  the  liberality  and  philan- 
thropy of  its  promoters  j  and  will,  we  hope,  be 
equivalent  to  the  heavy  lofles  which  they  have 
fuftained. 

The  brother  of  the  patron,  Mr.  Luttrell,  is  a 
tommiflioncr  of  the  tax  office. 

Akcient  State.  Minchead,  or  Minhead,  is  an 
ancient  borough,  with  a  harbour  inBriltol  channel, 
at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven 
miles  of  London.     It  was  formerly  govern- 
ed 
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cd  by  a  portrevc,  but  at  prcfent  is  under  two  con-« 
ftables,  annually  chofcn  at  the  court-leet  held  by 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  It  has  a  fine  quay,  and 
the  largeft  (hips  may  enter'  the  harbour^  and  ride 
there  in  fafety.  The  town  is  well  built,  and 
carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  Ireland  in 
wool,  and  with  South  Wales  in  coaIs« 

This  borough  was  imprivileged  to  return 
members  to  parliament,  anno  i  Eliz. 

Right  of  Election.  1717,  24th  Feb. — Is 
in  the  parifhioners  of  Minehead  and  Dunftcr, 
being  houfekeepers  in  the  borough  of  Minehead, 
and  not  receiving  alms. 

Returning  officers.  1717, 13  June — The 
precept  to  be  directed  to  the  two  conftables,  and 
they  to  make  the  return. 

Number  of  votbrs-»i6o. 
Patron— John  Fownes  Luttrcl,  Efq. 
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PotiTicAL  Character.  This  borough  lately 
came  under  the  patronage  of  John  Harcourt* 
£fq.  of  this  place,  one  of  its  prefent  members, 
by  the  purchafe  of  a  majority  of  its  houfcs, 
which  we  underftand  he  has  fince  difpofed  of 
to  Mr.  Troward,  the  attorney  of  Norfolk-ftreet- 
Previous  to  its  becoming  the  property  of  Mr. 
Harcourt,  it  was  under  the  control  of  the  late 
Mr.  Peregrine  Cuft,  who  reprefented  it  many 
years.  It  was  then,  however,  fubjefl  to  continual 
contefts  and  petitions. 

The  firft,  under  the  Grenville  aft,  came  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  oi» 
Saturday  the  25th  of  November  1775,  when  the 
petitioners  were  Richard  Brown,  Efq.  and  Inigo 
William  Jones,  Efq.  and  the  fitting  members 
were  Peregrine  Cuft,  Efq.  and  William  Innes, 
£fq.    The  petition  ftated. 

That  Mr.  ChriAopher  Lockyer,  baili^  and 

returning  officer  of  the  borough  of  Ivelchefter, 

being 
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being  a  known  friend  to  the  fitting  members^ 
had  fhewn  great  partiality  in  their  favour,  and 
had  admitted  manjr  perfons  to  poll  for  them 
"who  had  no  right  to  vote,  and  rejefted  feveral 
perfons  who  had  a  right  to  vote,  and  had  ten- 
dered their  votes  for  the  petitioners;  that  the 
fitting  members,  by  themfelves,  their  friends, 
and  agents,  were  guilty  of  bribing  and  treating  • 
and  that  the  petitioners  had  a  majority  of  legal 
votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

There  is  no  laft  determination  of  the  right  of 
election  in  Ilchefter*  The  confticution  of  the^ 
place  is  as  follows:  it  is  a  borough  by  prefcrip^ 
tion  ;  and,  according  to  Willis,  fent  members  to 
parliament  from  the  time  of  Edward  I.  till  34 
£dward  II L  From  which  time  it  did  not  choofe 
reprefentatives  till  12  Edward  IV.  nor  after  that 
year  till  12  Jac.  I.  when  it  was  reflored  to  its 
ancient  privileges.  By  a  charter  granted  3  and 
4  Phil,  and  Mary,  the  inhabitants  were  incor- 
porated, by  the  name  of  the  bailiff  and  burgefles 
of  Ilchefter.  There  were  to  be  a  bailiff  and 
twelve  capital  burgeffes,  who  were  to  choofe  an- 
nually, on  the  Monday  before  Michaelmas,  one 
of  themfelves  to  be  bailiff  for  the  enfuing  year  a 

on 
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on  the  death  of  any  of  the  capital  burgefles;  his 
or  their  place  to  be  fupplied  out  of  the  common 
burgeEfes,  by  the  eledion  of  tbe  remaining  ca- 
pital burgelTes.  The.charter.iays  nothing  of  the 
qualification  neceflary  to  .  common  btirgeOea; 
Dor.of  the  mode  of  electing  the  members  of  par* 
IidiT\cfit. 

The  numbers  on  the  poll  wer^, 

For  Mr.  Innes  103 

Mr.  Cuft  102 

Mr.  Brown  53  , 

:    Mr.  Jonea  53 


The  counfel  for  the  petitioners  undertook  to 
prove,  that  fuch  a  number  of  tbe  votes  for  Cuft 
and  Jnneshad  been  bribed,  as,  when  deduEled 
from  the  poll,  would  leave  the  majority  of  legal 
votes  in  favour  of  Brown  and  Jones,  fo  as  to  en- 
title them  to  be  declared  duly  elefted.  And,  if 
they  fliould  not  fucceed  in  affeStng  a  fufRcient 
number  of  the  votes  for  the  fitting  member  to 
anfwer  that  end,  ftill,  tbey  faid,  they  would  prove 
a£ls  of  bribery,  by  them  or  their  agents,  fo  as  to 
avoid  the  eledion,  by  rendering  them  incapable 
of  retaining  their  feats. 

Vol.  11.  H  h  The. 
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'Th  t  ttsFUffTdl  for  the  fitting  mettibtoBy  aftdr  «U 
um^fi^^  by  <ievidehce  and  atjgQtnent,  to  GVer-»» 
•corn  die  cafe  whibh  had  been:  mkde  againft 
th^m,  cnde«?ourtd  to  iprovo)  tbat  Brown  stnd 
Jones,  by  bribery,  on^promnesj  had  difquaHfieil 
•tjiemfelves^  even  if  the  majbTity  of  legal  voles 
had  been  in  their  favour;  and  confequently, thoit 
at  all  events  they  could  not  be  declared  duly 
ele6ied. 

All  the  aas  of  bribery,  and  the  corrupt  pro-^ 
inifes  charged  on  the  two  iitting 'members,  were 
by  the  intervfeiition  of  agents,  and  long  before 
the  tejle  of  the  writ.  It  appeared,  that  when  the 
gifts  ahd  promiies  wete  ihaSfe,  "tilt,  titft  and 
"his^jfdr'mef"  WfeVd  \nVntion6d  to  the  Vdters,  but 
Mr.  In'nes's  taskme  was  not  tpecltied,  and  was 
not  at  all  known  ih  the  bofoU^htill^a  few  da(ys 
before  the  eleiSfcidri,  wheb  lie  canvaffed  albng 
wiih  Mr.  Cull  and^His  friends.  All  thofe  who 
had  engaged  tlieir  votes  for'Ciiil  and  "  hisfart^ 
n^r,"  voted  for  Tnnes  as  the  partner. 

Tke  promifes,  imputed  by  fome  of  the  wit- 
neffes  called  on  the  part  of  the  fitting  members, 
to  Brown  and  Jones,  Were  faid  to  have  been 

made 
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anic^  (firefiiity  by  tfaemfelv^s,  during  ifatir  .can" 
*te  mi  lAx  £le£tion  wedu 

rfl.  The  connfel  for  tbe  petiBonenhaTittg 
•began  to  examine  John  lAoyd,  concerning  ft 
converfation  with  certain  voters,  in  which  die 
voters  had  acknowledged  that  they  had  been 
bribed  in  order  to  vote -for  the  fitting  members; 
tbe  counfel  on  the  other  fide  obje£ted  to  theii 
j}urruing  their  queftions,  fo  as  to  charge  the 
fitting  members  themrelvcs  with  bribery,  by 
fuch  evidence.  After  feme  argument,  the 
courirel  4br  the  petitioners  agreed,  that  evidence 
of  the  declarations  of  the  voters  could  only  be 
admitted  to  afle£t  the  voters  themfdves,  md 
not  third  perfons.— The  queftion  'firft  put,  ob- 
jeSed  to,  and  given  up,  was,  '*  Whole  moncfy 
**  did  yon  underftand  h  to  be,  which  the  voters 
*•  faid  they  bad  received?"  The  queftion, 
which  it  was  agreed  might  be  put,  and  which 
was  put,  in  lieu  of  the  other,  was,  '*  Did 
'*  the  voters,  when  they  faid  they  had  received 
*•  the  eleflion  money,  fay  in  whofe  intereft  they 
*•  were  to  vote,  in  confequence  of  their  taking 
*•  this  money  ?" 

H  ft  ».  One 
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2.  One  William  Handover,  a  witnefs  called 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  was  going  to  rfc- 
late  a  converfation  which  pafled  between  him 
and  one  James  Pitman,  alledgcd  to  be  an.  agent 
for  the  fitting  nu'embi^rs,  and  dead  fiuce  the  elec- 


tion. 

r        .1       ' 


,     This  was  objefted  to. 

♦     '  '        '  ,'  • 

It  was  contendedj  that  evidence  of  any  a£ls  of 
a  fuppofed  agent  could  not  be  admitted,  until 
proof  of  his  being  an  agent  had  been  previoufly 
produced  to  the  committee ;  that  the  propriety 
of  fuch  a  rule  is  obvious,  becaufe,  otherwife, 
many  days  mig)it  be  empbyed  in  bearing  evi- 
dence againft  a  perfoPs  who  might,  appear  after- 
wards to  have  no  con^edion  wit|x  the  caufe ; 
.  ihat^  by  the  printed  hiftory  of  the  two  cafes  of 
Hindon  and  Shaftefbury,  it  appeared  that  fuchx 
a  rule  bad  been  laid  down  in  both  thofe  cafes. 

On  the  other  fide  the  cQ^nfel  infilled. 

That  it  would  be  found  impraaicable  to  ad- 
here to  this  rule;  for  that  the  circumftance^ 
which  were  to  prove  that  a  perfon  had  bribed, 

and 
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and  that*  in  To  doing,  he  had  a6led  as  the  agent 
of  another,  were  very  often  the  fame,  or,  at  leaft, 
fo  complicated  together,  that  they  could  not  be  f&. 
parated;  and  that  the  committee,  in  the  cafe  of. 
Briftol,  had,  on  that  account,  over-ruled  an  ob- 
jedion  like  the  prefent. 

Whin  the  counfel  had  argued  the  point,  the 
chairman  faid,  That  he  had  enquired  into  what 
had  been  done  by  the  committee  in  the  cale  of 
Shaftefbury ;  and  that  he  had  been  informed  by  the 
gentlemen  who  had  fat  in  that  committee,  as  well 
as  by  fome  of  the  counfel  in  the  caufe,  that,  al- 
though on  the  firft  day  of  the  trial,  a  refolution 
bad  been  come  to  agreeable  to  what  is  ftated  in 
the  printed  report  of  the  cafe,  yet  they  had 
afterwards  found  fuch  inconvenience  attend- 
ing the  rule,  that  it  was  agreed  on  all  hiinds  not 
to  abide  by  it;  that,  accordingly,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  trial,  it  was  not  adhered  to  after  ihefirft 
day. 

Upon  this  obfervation  from  the  chairman,  the 
counfel  for  (he  fitting  members  defidedfrom  the 
objeflion. 

3.  One  John  Tiptree,  a  witnefs  called  on  the 

part  of  the  fitting  members,  fwore.  That  fome 

days 
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dtp  before  the  de&ion^  Mr.  Jones  aflced  him 
for  his  vote^  and  faid^  that  if  he  vrould  vote  kac 
bnn»  he  would  give  him  fift)r  guineas  after  the 
^e&ion  :  That,^  until  he  came  to  town  in  coiw 
iequence  of  the  fpeaker*^  warranty  he  had  nev«rr 
mentioned  this  circumftance  hot  to  one  Tacgee^ 
a  perfon  who  had  been  a  witnefs  in  the  begin^r 
ning  of  the  caufe^  but  who  had  died  pending  the 
trials  and  before  this  evidence  was  given  by 
Tiptrec :  That  fince  he  had  been  in  town,  ancj 
before  Target  died,  he  had  mentioned  it  to  fe- 
veral  perfons,  of  whom  be  named  three, 

4*  James  Corrjr  being  called,  was  rejeded^ 
becaufe  he  Was  one  of  the  two  pcribos  who  had 
figned  the  petition  on  behalf  of  the  eledors. 
His  inadmiffibility  wa^  on  all  hands  agreed  on. 
Similar  inftances  have  occurred  before  feveral 
other  cpmmiitees^  during  this  and  thf&  laft  fef« 
fions^ 

5.  One  Charles  Cillet  was  proved  to  have  re- 
ceived ten  guineas,  in  order  to  vote  for  the  fitting 
members,  and  it  was  admitted  on  the  part  of  the 
fitting  members,  that  by  thi^  adl,  his  vote  was  de* 
ftroyed^ 


09e  James  Rogqi^^  ^ind  \^iv^  >;^th  fornix  o^l^ei^ 
w<ne,<ft%  h»ving  ^1|? vc4  %  Qp^r^ip^lolxec^,      .. 
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Tbjitf  the  chvrm^n  dp  ^report  to  the  hou^fcj. 
that  James  Rogers,  being  called  as  a  witnefs 
before  the  committee,  has  grofsly  prevaricated 
**  \n  giviAg  hi&  evidencQ/' 

And  accordingly,  on  the  fame  day,  Monday 
t7  Novemh^>  1775,  a^greeably  u>  the  aSth  fipc- 
lion  of  10  GeorgQ  I|L  cap  iQ,  |lie  ^h^iupian  d^^ 
repqrt  to  that  eflR^;  ^nd  the  hqufo  bei^g 
movfd,  that  the  entry  in  the;  journal  of  the 
houfe^  of  the  11th  May  x 77^11  of  the.p?o- 
eeedingft  of  the  houfe,  in  r^lalioQ  tp  }A^ry> 
KolTe^ might  be lead ;  and  the  fame  b^ingr^ftd^ 
the  fi^lowing  orders  were  made ;  . 

i 

Ofdered,  ^*  That  thf  faid  James  Rogers, 
^^  having  grofsly  prevarfcaed  in  giving  his 
"  evidence  before  the  feleft  committee,  ap- 
^  pointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the 
^'  petition  of  Richard  Brown,  and  |nigo  William 
^V'Jppes,  Efqrs.  and  alfo  the  petition  of  J^mqs 

^*  Corry  i^id  John  Cox,  on.  behalf  of  themfelves 

•  » 

*^  andathprs,  being  inhabitant  houfeholders,  pa- 

**  rifhioners. 
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^*  rifhioners,  and  others,  \i^ithin  the  borough  of 
•*  Ivelchefter,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  feve^ 
♦*  rally  comiflaining  of  an  undue  eleftion  and  re««' 
**  turn  for  the  faid  borough,  be,  for  his  faid  of- 
^*  fence,  committed  to  his  majefty*s  gaol  of  New- 
^'  gate* 

Ordered,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his 
*•  warrant  accordingly.** 

On  Friday  the  ift  of  December  following,  the 
chairman  prefcnted  to  houfe,  in  confcquence  of  a 
motion  for  that  purpofe,  a  petition  of  Rogers,  fet- 
ting  forth,  *'  That  he  was  extremely  forry  for 
having  incurred  Xhe  difplcafure  of  the  houfe,  by 
prevaricating  in  his  evidence  before  the  com-» 
^'  mittee  J  that  he  was  fenlibte  of  his  great  offence, 
"  and  of  the  juftice  of  the  houfe ;  and  hoping, 
•*  as  his  farther  confinement  would  be  prcjudi- 
"  cial  to  his  health,  that  the  houfe  would  order 
^  him  to  be  releafed/'  '      .  '' 

On  this  petition  it  was  ordered^ 

That  he  (hould  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  houfe,  on  the  Monday  morning  following,  in 
order  that  he  (hould  be  difchargcd,  and  that  the 
Ipcaker  (hould  ifliie  his  warrant  accordingly;' 

On 
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On  Monday,  December  4,  he  was,  according 
to  order,  brough:  to  the  bar ;  where  he  received 
a  reprimand  from  the  fpcaker,-  and  v>as  ordered 
to  be  difcharged  out  of  ciiftody,  paying  his  ftes.^ 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  this  caufe,  the 
committee  made  it  a  rule,  to  order  the  clerk  to 
read  over  to  every  witnefs '  the  minuter  of  his 
evidence,  that  he  might  fee  right  any  miltakes 
made  in  fetting  it  down. 

Thsy  alfo  made  it  a  rule,  where  one  witneft 
directly  contradi£tcd  what  another  had  fworn,  tD 
call  in  fuch  other  witnefs,  and  confront  them  ta< 
gcther. 

On  Monday,  December  4,  the  committee,  by 
their  chairman,  informed  the  houfc,  that  they 
had  determined. 

That  none  of  the  four  candidates  were  duly 
elcacd; 

And  that  the  laft  cleAion  fqr  the  borough  of 
Jvelchefter,  was  a  void.elc<5tion. 

On  which  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  im- 
fSCdiately  ordered. 
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Ancient  Statb.  Ucbcfter  or  Ivelchefter,  is  a 
town  of  great  antiquity^  it  being  a  ftacioii  of  the 
Romans,  feated  on  die  fouth  fide  of  the  ri^er 
I^el,  and  is  genemlljr  allowed  to  be  the  I£cbalis  of 
Antoninus.  It  had  a  caftle,  now  in  ruins,  and 
was  originally  encompafled  with  a  double  wall 
and  ditch,  the  traces  of  which  are  vifible  quite 
round*  The  ancient  town  was  an  oblong  Iquare, 
three  hundred  fpaces  in  length,  and  two  hundred 
in  breadth,  (landing  conformable  to  the  foflb^ 
way,  which  pafles  through  the  town,  exadly  from 
the  north-eaft  to  the  fouth- weft.  The  north-caft 
fide  of  the  town  is  next  the  river,  where  fome 
foundations  of  the  wall  may  be  fcen.  The  ditch 
on  the  north- well  fide  is  filled  up,  and  became  21 
road,  called  Yard-lane,  from  its  pafling  behind 
the  yards  and  gardens.  A  vaft  number  of  coins 
have  been  found  here,  which  have  been  difiri* 
buted  among  the  curious ;  there  are  alfo  founda* 
txons  of  walls  and  old  houfc^ j  fome  of  which  run 
acrofs  the  prefent  ftrects.  The  ditch,  when  per, 
feft,  admitted  the  water  of  the  river  all  round 
the  town.  The  fofie.way  ]?etains  its  aame,  and 
runs  through  the  principal  flreet ;  and  the  pave*, 
ment  of  the  original  ford  acrofs  the  river,  may  be 
fcen  on  the  weft  fide  the  bridge,  formed  of  great 
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itag-ftosM-  Upon  the  bridge  is  an  old  chapd, 
called  Lhtlc  Sc.  Mary's,  uid  at  the  foot  of  the 
bridge,  within  the  town,  is  another,  called  White- 
chapel;  both  which  are  now  converted  inta 
dwell  ing-houfes.  Here  was  an  hofpital  for  poor 
traTdlcrs,  founded  before  the  year  1220,  by  Wil- 
liam Dacus,  and  dedicated  to  the  Trini^.  It  is 
thought  to  have  been  changed  inif* »  hmift  of  re- 
ligTous  women,  under  the  govnument  of  a  prto- 
refs,  in  the  rngn  of  king  Hemy  II.  but  feme 
fime  before  the  general  diflolution,  it  was  only  a 
free  chapd.  Here  was  alfo  a.  houfe  for  friar 
preachers,  founded  before  the  eleventh  year  ot 
king  Edward  I, 

The:  inhabitants  fay,  that  there  have  beat  fix. 

,teen  parifh  churches  here;  indeed,  foundatiwu 
are  difcovered  all  over  the  town,  and  on  the  weft 
fide  of  it  have  been  dug  up  feveral  Hone  coffins. 
The  aflizes  for  the  county  were  fixed  here  in  the 
ycign  of  Edward  HI.  but  they  have  long  fmce 
been  alternately  held  at  Wells,  Taunton,  and 
Bridgewater;  however,  the  knights  of  the  fliirc 
are  fiill  chofen  here;  the  county  courts  are  alfo 
held  in  this  place,  and  here  is  a  jail  for  debtors  and 
jnalefadors.    It  has  now  only  one  parlfh  church 

an(j 
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and  fome  meeting-houfes ;  alfo  a  place,  called 
King's  Moor,  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is 
famous  for  horfe  races.  This  town  gives  the 
title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Fox, 

This  town  having  fcnt  to  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  Edward  II.  and  to  34  Edward 
III.  ceafed  fending. till  12  Edward  IV.  when  it 
again  intermitted  fending  till  1 8  James  I.  at  which 
time  it  was  reflored  to  this  privilege. 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  a  bailiff  and  iz 
burgeffes. 

Right  of  Election. — 1689,  7  May.  Al- 
ledged  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town^ 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  which  the  town  called  Pot^ 
wallers. 

1702,  28  January.  Agreed  to  be  in  the  bailifi^ 
capital  burgeffes,  and  inhabitants  not  receiving 
alms* 

Number  or  voters— 155. 
RETURNING  OFFICER— The  bailiff, 

*  *     *  « 

Patron— Mr.  Tro^vard. 

MILBORNE 
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Political  Character.  This  borough,  whic}^ 
confifts  of  nine  parcels  of  burgage  lands,  each 
of  which  gives  a  right  of  voting  at  eleflions  for 
members  of  parliament,  is  the  fole  propeny  of 
Mr.  Medlycott  and  Mr.  Walter.  In  theyeari747, 
Michael  Harvey  and  Jeffry  inch,  Efqrs.  aD(^ 
Thomas  Medtycottand  Charles  Churchill.Efqrs. 
were  returned.  This  being  a  borough  by  pre- 
fcription,  there  have  always  been  in  it  nine  ca- 
pital bailiffs,  who  hold  their  refpeSive  offices  by 
virtue  of  deputations,  granted  by  the  proprietojs 
of  nine  ancient  parcels  of  borough  lands.  Two  of 
them  preGde  yearly,  by  rotation,  as  head  oEcers; 
and  tbcfe  two  prefidtng  capital  bailiffs  may,  if 
they  pleafe  (at  a  coun-leet  held  in  Oflober 
yearly)  appoint  fubditules  to  execute  the  menial 
offices  of  the  borough,  who  are  called  fub-bailiffs. 
Tbis  borough  difcontinued  fending  members  to 
parliament  for  many  years  ;  but  was  rellored  to 
its  ancient  privileges  in  the  4th  of  Charles  I. 
itnce  which  time  it  has  continued  to  fend  two 
members  to  every  parliament  j  and  the  {herifls 
precept 
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precept  for  chu(ing  members  is  always  direfted 
to  the  bailiffs  thereof. 

For  feveral  years  after  the  borough  was  fCw 
'ftored  to  its  privfleges,  the  two^rcfiding  capi-* 
td  bailiffs,  when  prefent,  or  one  of  them  when 
the  other  ivas  abfent,  enjoyed  the  fde  right  of 
tnaVin^g  the  feturn'to  the  flierifPs  precept,  that 
is  10  fay,  of  rettirningthc  nicmt>crs  they  thought 
legally  chofen. 

^BuT  fince  the  TdBxnration,  thefe  nine  ancient 
"pirtrcels  of  borough  lands  having' been  all  engroff- 
rd,  and  become  the  -property  of  two  neighbour*- 
5hg  gentlemen,  by  agreement  between  themfrfves, 
they,  or  feme  of  iheir  friends,  were  generally 
icJhofen,  and  returned  without  oppofition ;  and/as 
•it  often  happened,  that  neither df  the  capital  pre- 
Sdrng  bailiffs  were  prefent,  the  return  was  often 
*made  by  their  fubllitutes  or '  ftib^bailiffs,  bat 
•Ibmctimes  by  the  capital  bfltlHff  or'bailifis,  and 
<tnoft  frequently  by  the  bailiffs  and  burgeiffes  of 
the^faid  borough.  ThisAvas  the  cortftitution  df 
•the  borough  at  an  eleftion,  when  Thomas  Med- 
4ycott,  Efq.  and  William  Bilhop,  were  the  prefi- 
-ding  baihffs,  and  one  Arthur. Anfty,  (kid  to  biea 

common 
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feoUnDOB  dajr-labtfiH'cr,  «hd  fervant  «o  tbe  fcid 
Ilioints  M«dtycon>was  i^efub'-bailiff,  appointed 
-1^  tht  &id  Medlfcotu  The  candtdste  were, 
-Michtiel  Harvey,  and  JeSry  French,  Ef^ts.  on 
"one  fide,  and  the  Taid  Thomas  Medlycott  -and 
Chartes  ChurcbDl,  Efijn.  on  «hc  o^r  fide  j  and 
'when  die  elcdion  was  dwt,  the  vstorn  of  the 
tivo  former  was  ntade  to  the  iterifft^  theffod 
William  Brfiiap,  which  kc^ftcoqxledAnd  annexed 
't&  Y&t  p»ti^  j  itust  Some  'days  aAer*  Midtlitfr 
recwrn.  »f  die  two  lattec,  was  nsde  to  the  fhetc^ 
'by  Hheitaid  Arthur  Aafty,  which  he  iikewife ac- 
cepted, 4tid  aHnexed  to  his  ftreceptt  &>  that  his 
writ'was  reiurned  vHh  a  double  rotDm  fior  the 
(bidlbKrirough  :  whic^  was  ■the  Jegal  return,  -was 
the  quefti<)n ;  and  the  only  queftidn  That  by  onibr 
catne  to'^  decermincd  on  Tburfday  the  itt.  of 
DecembeHaft. 

As  Co  the  return  made :by  William  BiihQp,.it 
was  objeifled,  Arft,  th^t  the  AibJiailitFs,  and 
not  the  capital  bailifB,,  weic,  hy  the  cuflom 
of  4lhat  faoEoi^h,  the  returning  ofHcers ;  and 
iecondly,  that  the  faid  WiHiam  BiAiQp  t^as 
not  prapcrly  qualified  so  «(^,  becaufe  Ju  h^d 
not  previoufly  taken  an  oath -of  ofHce.  To  tjie 
^fitft  objedion  it  was  anfwered,  that  by  thccuC 

torn 
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torn  of  the  borough,  the  fub-bailifFs  never  afled 
but  in  the  abfence,  or  by  the  order  or  permiflion 
of>  their  principals;,  and  when  either  of  the  ca- 
pital bailiffs  was  prefent,  neither  of  the  fub-bai- 
liffs  could  ad  as  a  principal^,  the  capital  bailiffs 
being  then  the  folc  preliding  officers.   To  the  Ic^ 
cond  objcdlion  it  wasanfwered,  that  William 
Bi(hop  had  taken  all  the  oaths  requifite  by  law ; 
but  that  an  oath  of  office  wasinot  requifite,  either 
by  law,  or  the  cuftom  of  that  borough,  as  had  been 
admitted  by  thefaid  Thomas  Medlycott  himfelf. 
Then,  as  to  the  return  made,  by  the  fkid  A^th^^ 
Anfty,  it  was  objedec^  firft.  That  as  he  was  oi^- 
ly  afiib^bailiff,  and  both  the  capital  prefiding  bai- 
liffs not  only  prefent,  but  adling  as  prefiding.  offi- 
cers, he  could  not  adl  asa  prefiding  officer  in  any 
cafe  whatfoever,  much  Icfs  in  fjich  a  principal 
one  as  that  of  returning  members  to  pariiament ; 
and  fecondly.  That  the  return  made  by  the  faid 
Arthur  Anfty  was  void,  by  virtue  of  a  refolution 
of  that  houfe  of  the  2d  of  June  1685  ;  by  which 
It  was  refolvcd.  That  no  mayor,  bailiff,  or  other 
officer,  to  whom  the  precept  ought  t6  be  dired- 
cd,  is  capable  of  being  elefted  to  fcrve  ih  parlia- 
tnent  for  the  fame  borough,  of  which  he  is  mayor^ 
%ailiff,  or  other  officer,  at    the  time  of  dec- 

tion. 
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tion.'      And  as  the  the  return  made'  by  the 
faid  Arthur  Andy,  niufl:  be  fupf)ored  to  bea  re- 
turhmadcbythe-fafd'Thotnas  Medlycott;  whofe 
fubftitute  and  ftrvant  he  was,  according  to  the 
axicrm  in  law,  qui  fecit  per  alium\'  fecit  per  fe; 
therefore,  by  this'refolutionit  dught'to  be  vbid* 
To  the  firft  objcfikfn  it  Was  aAwPi'ed,  l%at  by  the 
cuftom  of  the  borough,  the  fub-bailiffi  werekhe 
only  proper  Ktuming  officers,  confcquently  ^the 
return  made  by  Arthur  Anfty  was  the  oiily  ligal 
return  J  and 'to  thc'fecond  it  <vas  anfwcrtd,  iThat 
if"  the  axiom   of  law  were  to  be  applied'  td 
fhe  cleftion  for  this  borough,' neither  of  the  two 
.  proprietors  of  the  nine  anc?ent  parcels  of  bo- 
rough lands,  could  ever  be  chofen  or  returned  as 
reprefentatives  for  this'  borough ;  becaufc,  both 
the  capital  and  fub-baHi^  are  but  their  depu- 
ties ;  and  as*his  would  be  inconfiftent .with  com- 
mon law^as  well  as  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
borough  ever  fined  th^  above-mentioned  refolutipn, 
itcouldnotbe  fuppofed.that  the  houfe thereby  in- 
tended to  renderthe  fub-bailifFs  of  this  borough 
incapable:  of  returning  either  th,eir  immediate, 
principals,  the  capital  bailiff^,  or  their  remote  prin- 
cipa(s,'Ehfc  proprietors  of  thefc  ancient  parcels  of 
b6rQitgh>lQnds.     Upon  the  whole  the  houTe,  after 
;.  :Voi..  II.  I  i  having 
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having  fpent  two  days  in  hearing  counTel,  read« 
ing  former  returns^  &c.  and  examining  witneiles^ 
came  (o  a  refoIution»  That  the  execution  of  a 
precept  for  eleding  buigelles  to  fervc  in  parlia^ 
ment  for  the  borough  of  Milbome  Port^  and  the 
making  the  retyrn  thereof^  are  oiily  in  the  two 
fub-bfuliffi  of  the  faid  borough^  or  in  one  fub^ 
bailiff;  if  there  are  not  ivro, (one Jiilf^^iailiff' i$  un* 
doubtedly  more  likely  to  be  bribed  ^han  izvo  ia-- 
jHial  bailiffs^)  in  confequence  of  which,  the  clerk 
of  die  crown^  by  order^  took  off  the  file  the  re- 
turn made  by  H^illiam  Bijbop^  and  the  faid  nomas 
Jld^dlycoft^  and  Charles  Churchill^  Ei^rs.  becanic 
thereby  the  only  fitting  members. 

A^OTHlK  CASK. 

On  the  aoth  of  January,  1775,  the  petition  of 
Ed w.  Walter,  £fq.  and  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne, 
Efq.againft  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Temple  Lut^ 
trell,  and  Charles  Wolfeley,  Efq.  came  on  to  bd 
tried  by  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons^ 

*  There  were  thr^e  petitions  read ;  when  it  ap« 
peared,  that  there  Were,  in  this  cafe,  three  returns 
made  by  different  peHbns  claimingfo  be  retiini-. 
«g  officers,  all  of  which  had  been  annexed  t»  the 

writ 
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writ  bjr  die  ih*tiff,  and  returned  into  the  office 
ofdiectcrkof  the  crown  i  by  one,  Walrer  and 
Browne,  by  the  oihwtwo,  Luttrel  and  Wolfeley, 
were  refiirncd. 

Tne  petitions  likewife  contained  a  claim  made 
byeach  party,  of  the  majority  of  legal  votes,  and 
mutual  allegations  o(  bribery.  In  the  petition  of 
Walter  and  Browtte,  it  was  al(b  alledged,  that 
Luttrd,  at  the  time  of  his  ele<£lion  and  return, 
**  had  by  himfetf,  or  fome  perfon  in  tnift  for  him^ 
*  an  office,  place,  or  employment^  touching  or 
"  concerning  the  farming,  coUe<£ling,  or  manag-. 
*•  ing  his  Majcfly's  cuftcttns," '  whereby  he  was 
incapable  of  being  eleded.  It  was  agreed  firft, 
ro  proceed  upon  the  legality  of  the  difTcrcnt  re- 
turns, feparately  from  the  other  queftions ;  and 
the  return  offValtrr  and  Brxmne,  htinz  immediately  ■ 
annexed  to  the  precept,  their  counfel  began  : 

Mk.  Medlycott'3  property  is  fo  intermixed 
with  Mr.  Walrer'a,  that  in  following  the  eftab- 
lifhed  rotation,  in  fome  years  one  of  the  reignii^ 
bailifB  is  in  the  appointment  of  Medlycott,  and 
dw  other  in  the  appointment  of  Walter  t  in  feme 
jrewa  they  ai»  bptli  appointed  by  Medlycott^  and 
lis  in 
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in  others,  both  by  Walter.  In  4773,  orte  of 
them  was  appointed  by .  MedlycQtt,  who  no- 
minated one.EUas  Oliver  to  be  his  fub-bailif^ 
and  the  other  by  Walter,  who  nomiriated  on^  Ro- 
bert Baunton,  to  be  his  fub-bailifF.  In  1774,  it 
was  Mr,  Medlycott's  turn  to  appoint  both  the 
reigning  bailiiTs. .  The  fub-bailifFs  have  always 
been  appointed  at  a  court-leet  after  Michaehnasi^ 
day,  holden  by  a  fteward,  named  by  the  former 
fub-baiiiff.  Since  the  intcrefts  have  been  divided, 
^here  have  been  two  ftqwards,  who  have  holden 
feparat^  courts,  but  always  on  the  fame  day.  It 
appeared  by  the  witnefles,  that  the  court-leet  fof 
appointing  fub-bailiffs  had  always  been,  holdeni 
before  and  fince  the  ftyle  was  altered,  onthc  firft 
Tuefday  after  aTair  at  Sherborne^  called  Pack- 
Monday  fair ;  and  that  there  .were  Entries  to  this 
purpofe  in  the  minute  book  of  the  ftewaifd  of  the 
court; ;  but  in  none  of  ;he  court^-books  or  rolls, 
was  there  any  entry  referring  the  holding  of  the 
court  tp  the  Tuefday  after  Sherborne  fair ;  it 
only  appeared  to  have  l^een  always  holden  bn  the 
firft  Tuefday  of  Odtober,  before  the  change  of 
the  ftyle  took  place. 

On  the  third  of  Oftober  1774,  the  precept 
for  the  cleftion  was  delivered  to  Robert  Baulitoi^ 

who 
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who  gave  his  receipt  for  it ;  and  Iraving  commuj 
nicatcd  with  the  other  fub-bailiff  (Oliver),  they* 
concurred  in  appcnnting  the  day  of  eledion  cobc 
on  the  tenth,,  (the  fourihbeing  the  firft^lVief- 
,  day  in  Odtober.N.  S.)  Oliver, .  together,  with^ 
Medlyc.ott  and  others^  broke  open  the  To^lfn- 
hall,  the  perfoa  who  had  the  key  not  being  found.; 
and  Mr.  Medlycott  having  nominated  his  brO'> 
ther,  the  Rev.  George  Hutching,  and'  Robert  Cur-T 
tis,  to  be  the  reigning  capital  baililFa  forthe  year- 
enfuing,  they  came  into  the  court<-leet  (fvhi^h, 
\i^'as  .opened  according  to  form),  and  appoii^tedi 
Jqhn  Newton,  jun.  and  John  Pcckharn,  to  be  their 
fub-bailjifs.  .  The  regning  bailiffs  an()  the  fub-c 
bailiffs,  enter  on  their  offices  immediately  after, 
their  appointment.  At  the  fame  court,  OUv?r 
vas  :a[^inted  a  ccmilUble  6y  the  jury,  and  fworn 
intothat  office.  On  the  loth,  the  eleftion came* 
ott'y  and  there  were'  three  poUs  taken ;  one  by ' 
JBaunton,  who  declared  the  majority  of  legal  votes  ' 
to  be  in  favour  of  Walter  and'  Browne,  afldac-' 
cordln^y  annexed  a  return  of  them  to  the  preu 
ecj)t  J.  one  by  Oliver,  and  a  third,  by  Newton  ■ 
and  Peckham.  By  each  of  the  xwo  laft,  -i^u: 
trel  and  Wolfeley  had  the  majory  of  votes  ;  and 
accordingly  there  were  two  return^made  of  them. 
...  -  .:  :  -.   ..    Counter 
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Counter  fwt%  of  «ll  the  three  were  etecutcd  hy 

the  under  (heriflT^  and  they  were  all  annexed  to 
thb  writ.  If  Newton  and  Peckham  were  the  le« 
gal  bailiffs  at  the  time  of  elefi:idn,  their  return 
only  was  valid ;  if  they  were  t\ot,  it  Was  void  i 
and  in  fi>ch  cafe^  the  queftton  would  ht^  Whc« 
ther  the  return  of  Biaunt6n^  or  of  Oliver^  was  the 
l^al  return  ?  or  whether  they  were  both  void  ? 
If  the  court-leet,  holden  on  th^  4th  of  OAober, 
was  the  legal  court  for  the  appointment  of  the 
annual  fub-bailifFs,  Newton  and  Peckham  were 
the  legal  fub-bailifFs  and  returning  officers  on  the 
ioth.  The  queftion  concerning  the  legality  of 
the  court-leet  turned  chiefly  UpoA  the  ftatute  for 
altering  the  ftyle. 

Thi  counfel  for  Walteif  ind  Browne  c6ticended» 

That  the  court  in  queftion^  was  *ya  cdurS  ujualfy 

holden  with  A  fait ^  and  19  be  holden  on  the  fame 

natural  day  as  formerly,  that  is,  according  to 

•'  the  Old  Style/*  That  this  was  evident  from  the 

conftant  praftice  fince  the  change  of  x^  ilyle, 

and  the  general  fenfe  of  the  place,  and  from  the 

Reward's  book*  ' 

•  • 

That  if  it  were  not  fo,  yet  the  holding  it  lafl; 

year  according  to  the  New  Style,  for  the  firft 

time. 


cc 
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time,  iihmedtately  on  the  eve  of  the  eledlioD,  cotu 
tnrj  to  the  ufiige  ever  fince  the  ftacute  of  24 
George  II.  without  any  notice  being  given  of 
fuch  an  intended  innovation,  till  the  precept  for 
the  cledHoncameto  the  borough,  fhewed  that  the 
intention  of  holding  it  then  was  occafional,  and 
evidently  only  taken  i^pon  account  of  the'diflo- 
lution  of  the  parliament,  which  brought  on  the 
eleSion  before  Mn  Medlycott's  two  fub-bailiffs 
could  have  come  into  office,  if  h.e  had  waited  till 
the  ufual  time ;  confequently,  that  on  this  ground, 
the  appointment  of  Newton  and  Peckham  was 
fraudulent  and  void. 

That  if  they  were  legally  appointed,  ftill  the 
former  fub-hailiifs,  being  the  returning  officers  at 
the  time  when  the  precept  was  delivered,  and  one 
of  them  having  received,  and  given  his  receipt 
for  it,  they  were  the  only  perfons  competent  to 
make  the  return,  according  to  the  7th  and  8th  of 
William  III.  cap  25. 

That  if  the  queftion  came  to  be  argued  between 
the  returns  made  by  Baunum  and  Oliver,  it  was 
clear  that  Oliver,  by  accepting  the  office  of  con-, 
ftable  at  the  court-leet^  holden  on  the  4th  of  Oc«. 

i 

tober 
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tober^  had  abdicated  his  former  ofEce,  and  could 
not  afterwards  pretend  to  exercifeit ;  fothatBaun-? 
ton  was  the  only  fub-bailifF  at  the  time  of  elec^ 
tion,  and  mufl:  of  courfe  be  the  only  legal  re- 
turning  officer.  i  . 

The  counfclfor  LuttrcIaiidWolfdley argued, 

'  *  *  ' 

Tha^  though  it*  did  appear  that  the  Michaelmas 
court Jeet  had  ufually  been  holden  oh  the  Ttief. 
day  lifter  Sherborne,  or  iPack-Monday  fair;  yet 
that  was  merely  jraif/^/tf/;  becaufe  it  happens, 
that  the  firft  Tliefday  in  Oftober  muft  of  necet- 
fity  be  the  day  immediately  following  the  firft 
Monday  after  Michaelmas. — That  the  entries  in 
the  minute  or  memorandum  book  of  the  fteward, 
prove  only  that  he  alTifted  his  memory  m  i^ecol- 
leQirig  the  time  of  holding  the  court,  by  refer- 
ring  it  to  Pack-Monday.— That  it  Was  natural, 
from  i\\\saccidc7ital  conneftion  between  the  two 
days,  for  the  people  of  Milborne-port  to  call  the 
court-day  Pack-Tuefday. — ^That  if  they  had 
any  neceffary  connexion,  it  would  have  appeared 

•  «         ■ 

by  entries  in  the  court  books,  in  fome  fuch  terms 

\         )  ... 

as  thefe:  ''  At  a  court  holden  on  the  firft  Tuef- 

day  after  Pack-Monday,  or  Sherborne  fair;" 

but  no  fuch  entry  could  be  found. 

That 
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.  That  it  fUd  not  appear,  that  the  office  of  con- 
ftabfeaod  that:of:fiib-bailiff  were  incompatible.  : 

The  coMnfcl  for  Walter  and  Browne,  in  re-_ 
ply,  infifled,  that  there  was  nothing  abfurd  in 
fuppofing  an  original  connection  between  Sher- 
borne fair  and  the  court-leet  at  Milbome-port, 
although  the  two  places  are  in  different  counties. 
— That  in  former  times,  the  grants  of  the  crown 
ufed  to  extend  very  commonly  into  different 
counties,  and  the  fair  apd  court,  at  firft,  might' 
have  made  part  of  the  fame  grant. — That  it  is 
not  true,  that  if  a  fair  were  forfeited,'  a  court 
ufitalfy  holdeit  with  i>,"but  belonging  to- another: 
perfon,  would  fct^fo  likcwife. — That  the.  old. 
prefcriptive  day  for  holding'the  fctir  woUldiftiU; 
continue  to  be  the  guide  for  fixing  (he  prefcrip^, 
pve  day  for  the  court-leet.  ,; 

The  conrmittec  having  cleared  the  court,  deli- 
berated among  themfetvesj  and  the  counfcl  being' 
again  called  in,  the  chairman  acquainted  them, 
that  the  committe  had  refolved, 

"That  the  return  made  by  John  Newton, 
jun.  and  John  Peckham,  of  Mr.  Luttrel  and 
Mr.  Wolfeley,  was  an  illegal  return. 

"  And 
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^  Akd  that  the  other  two  returns  appeared  to 
the  cofnniittce  to  be  fo  compHcated  togetiittr,tbat 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  go  upon  the  merits 
of  the  eleftion^  without  previoufiy  deciding  be* 
tween  them/' 

Thb  counfel  for  Walter  and  Browne  now  went 
into  the  whole  (hat  remained  of  their  part,  the 
bribery  by  Luttrel  and  Wolfetey,  or  theiragents^ 
LuUrel's  ineligibility.  When  they  had 
and  funntoed  up  their  evidence^  the 
counfel  on  the  other  fide  proceeded  to  remove 
the  imputatiott  of  bribery  from  Luttre)  and  Wol- : 
feky»  and  to  fix  bribery  on  the  other  two  candi-» 
dates^  Laftly^  ihey  anfWered  tbe  objedions  to 
Luttiel'a  e^igrbiihy ;  and  after  they  had  f^mmed 
up  thehr  cafe,  the  coiinfel  on  the  other  fide  re« 
plied. 

DvRiNc  the  trial  of  this  petition^  the  com- 
mittee thought  fit  to  propofe,  that  the  following 
queilion  {hould  be  urged  by  the  coun&l,  viz. 

**.  Whether  perfons  rateable,  and  having  paid 
to  the  rate,  though  that  rate  was  made  and  coU 
le3ed  by  officers  illegal  or  doubtful,  may  vot^ 
as  inhabitan  5  paying  fcot  and  lot/' 

T|»E 


HTLBOKKE  POST.  491 

Thk  connfel  for  Wahor  and  BrowtK  contend, 
cdi  that  tbey  might.  They  faid  that  fcoi  and  lol 
Mifted  long  before  tncrfdn  of  the  pooti  of 
poor  rateSf  were  kncnrn  in  £ngbnd»  and  for  thtf 
they  appealed  to  the  dcfinitiom  in  Spelman's 
Gloflary.— *That  the  poor-rate  indeed  was,  in 
eomiAon  cafes,  very  properly  uken  to  be  the 
rule  for  difcovering  who  are  to  be  confidered 
as  perfons  paying  fcot  and  lot,  but  that  the  right 
of  fuch  perfons  to  voce  is  fo  far  from  being 
created  by  the  poor  rate,  thai  it  is  neither  necel^ 
farity  connected  with,  nor  altered  by  it. 

Thi  committee,  after  hearing  the  counfel  on 
the  other  fide,  cleared  the  court,  and  refolved, 

**That  perfyM/raieaikt  and  h^ing-fmd  to 
the  rate,  though  that  'rate  be  made  by  oiEcers 
iUe{^l  or  doubtful,  have  a  right  to  vote,  ai  inha-^ 
bitanu  paying  fcot  and  lot." 

On  the  head  of  Mr.  Luttrcl's  ineligibility,  it 
appeared,  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Charlea 
Hartford,  theperfon  who  executes  the  office  he 
was  fitppofed  to  hold  as  deputy,  that  it  is  the 
place  of  Cufiamtr  inmttdt  m  AU  fort  $fSriflol.'* 
That 
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That  it  ftands.in  the  name  of  one  Mr.  Smith, 
who  refides  in  U-eiand,  and  the  accounts  are 
alw^ysmadci.outin  his  name. .   He  faid^'  he  paid 
profits  (amojintihg  toibetweeni  three  and:  foui^ 
huqdr^:  pouindsa  year  J  to  Luttrel,  coitGderin^ 
him.  a»: agent. fi3rSmidi.     That :he>had  fccn.a 
power  of  attpmey  frbm  Smith  to  Lutlrel,  author- 
rizing  Jhim  to  appoint  a  deputy  for  hinv;  and 
tha^  he  had  received  a  deputation  from  Luttrel^ 
as  attorney  for :  Smith,  but  that  aft^rwsjrds^ . th^it 
deputation  being  found  to  be  ( iiBproper>  h^  had 
deftroyec^  it,,  and  hfid   rgceiv^.d,  his  dftpiitatipa 
(which  was  produced  and  read)  dire&ly  from 
Sjnilh.     TJiat  he  thought, ;  frojnjthir tranfaftion, 
that. there  was. fiuich  a  conneftioo  i)etWieen  Smith* 
and  Luttrel,  as  made  it  fafe  for  him  to  pay  the 
itton^yto  Luttrel ;  but  that  he -never  had  ^6h- 
fidered,  whether  ihid  payments  he  bad  made  to 
Liittfcl  were  ftWaiy  legal,  zM  he  thought,  that 
if  Smith  were  to  die,  he  wbufd  be  liable -to  pay* 
the  arrears  of  the  profits  to  his  executors. — He 
fold '  he  was  appointed  by  *Mr.   Luttrei's  in- 

On  the  part  pf  Walter  and  Browne  it  was. cou- 

tendisd,  that  Smith's  holding  th^  office  wa$  mere- 

I  1/ 
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ly  colourable.— That  Luitrel  received  the  pro-' 
fits,  and  was  in  fubftance  the  perfonwHo  pofleffed 
the  office;  and  that  he  was  thereby  incapable 
ofbeing  eleded,  fince  the  ftitute  of  the  12th 
and  13th  of  William  III.  ■■ 

Mr.  Luttrbl's  counfel  contended;  it  was 
unnecefTary  to  urge  this  pointy  as  no  evidence 
had  been  given  to  ihew  that  he  had  any  beneficial 
interell  in  the  place.  John  Coxe  Hippefley, 
£fq.  barrifter,  being  called  on  the  fubje£t  of 
Mr,  Luttrel's  office,  refufed to  anfwer  any  quef- 
tions  which  might  afieft  him,  as  he  hid  con- 
ftantly  a3ed  as  his  confidential  advifer  and 
couDfel. 
I 

.Thi  committee  took  feveral  days  to  confider 
of  the  merits  of  this  ele£lion,  after  the  counfel 
bad  clofed  their  evidence  and  their' arguments. 

Om  Friday,  the  lothof  February,  their  chair- 
man informed  the  houfe,  that  the  committee  had 
determined. 


,.'•  That.  Edward  Waher,IJfq,   is  not  duly 
eleftedaburgefs  to  fcrve  in  tbisprcfeni  parlia- 
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ment^  fdr  dbe  borough  of  Miiboriic^Xiitt  ill  the 
county  of  SoDKffei. 

'*  That  Ifaac  Hawkins  firowncj  Efq.  u  not 
duly  ele6led, 

*<  That  the  honoarable  Temple  Luctrel,  and 
Charles  Wolfe] ey^  £fq.  are  duly  returned  bur-« 
geflesto  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament,  bj^  thd 
return  executed  by  Elias  Oliver.** 

Thers  was  alfo  a  petition^  in  x^^ts  of  George 
Prefcot)  £fq.  again  ft  Richard  Combe,  EXq.  the 
fitting  member^  when  the  petitioner  was  decU^ 
red  duly  elefled;  but  as  there  is  nothing  in  that 
cafe  but  what  is  reported  in  the  above^  we  fliall 
not  trouble  our  readers  with  a  repetition  of  it. 

A  V£Rr  ferious  charge  of  corruptioo  wai 
brought  againft  lord  Norths  in  the  houfe  of  conK» 
ffions^  during  his  adminfftration>  by  the  honour-* 
able  Temple  Lmtrel,  for  inducing  Thomas  Hot- 
chins  Medlycot,  Efq.  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
this  borough^  to  oppofe  the  re-ele£lion  of  Mr. 
Luttrel  at  the  enfuing  diflblation  of  parliament. 
In  1780 ;  when^  after  a  full  hearing;  the  houfe  got 
3  rid 
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ltd  of  the  bufiflti&  in  ft  manaer  nmljr  fimUar  to 
that  of  Mr.  Rore's,  in  Weftminftcr. 

Ancient  State.  Milbome-port,  which  is  a 
borough  town,  where  the  houfes  ar<  fcattered  in 
a  very  irregular  manner,  is  fituated  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  116  mil«  fouih-weft  of  London,  Thi» 
town  has  feven  commonahy  ftewards,  who  are 
truftees  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  given  to  the  poor,  oat  of  which  two  are 
annually  chofen  for  the  particular  diftribution 
of  thefe  profits,  as  wet]  as  for  the  cuftody  of  the 
common  feal  of  the  borough.  It  has  Hkewife 
two  conftahles,  who  are  inve&ed  with  very  con* 
fiderable  powers. 

This  borough  having  fent,  anno  <6.  28,  33, 
35  Edward  I.  ceafed  fending  till  15  Charles  I. 
when  it  was  fummoned  to  return  members  U> 

parliament. 

CaxpoR&TioN.  Tt  is  governed  by  tw«  ba%ft 
ind  two  fub-baitiffs. 

Right  of  Election.  17O2,  8lb  Dec.— !• 
tmly  in  die  c«ptt«l  bMlfftiand  their  deputies  is 

the 
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the  combnalty  ftewards,  and'inJiabitants  thereol^ 
paying  fcot  and  lot.    •         , 

»    Number  op  actual'  Voters — 9.      NtfMi- 
NALi,Y — 114. 

Returning  offiqers — The  two  fub-bailiffs. 

Patrons— William  Coles  Medlycott,  Efq.  and 
Edward  Walter,  Efq. 


r 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. 


>    Political  Character. 

■ 

X  HIS  county  is  completely  under  the  direc- 
tion of  ariftocratic  influence.  The  marquis  of 
StaflFordacid  lord  Bagpt,  have  the  cogimanding 
intereft.  The  marquis  of  Bath,  earl  of  Stamford^ 
carl  of  Uxbridge,  earl  Talbot,  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  lord  Vernon,  have  alfo  a  powerful 
weight  in  .this  oiunty ;  but  the  ar^^angcfment  of 
'..;;         I  parties^ 
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|)arti«,  always  throwing  the  preponderance  of  it 
into  the  fcale  of  the  twd  firft,  they  have  gene- 
rally the  diiftation  in  the  choice  of  the  rcpre- 
fentatives. 

Ancient  State.  This  county,  which  de- 
rives its  name  from  Stafford^  is  bounded  on  the 
north-weft,  by  Chcfhire,  on  the  north-eaft,  by 
DerbyOiire,  on  the  Ibuth-eaft  and  fouth  by  Lei- 
cefterlhire,  Warwickfhire,  and  Worcefterfliire, 
and  on  the  weft,  by  Shropftiire  j  extending  forty 
miles  from  north  to  fouth,  twenty-^^x  from  eaft 
to  weft,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  in  circum- 
ference. Stafford,  which  is  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  the  county,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
miles  north-weft  of  London. 


This  Coanty  coiltained  about  a  third  part  of 
the  country  anciently  inhabited  by  the  Cornavii; 
and  the  Watling-ftreet,  and  Ikenald-ftreet»  two 
of  the  four  great  Roman  military  ways,  palfed 
through  this  county.  The  Watling-ftreet,  ex- 
tending from  Warwickftiire,  entered  Stafford- 
ftiire  at  FalkeOey-bridge,  near  Tamworth,  and 
running  weftward  pafled  into  Shropftiire,  at  » 
fmall  diftancc   fh>m   firewood.      Ikenald-ftreet 

Vol.  U.  Kk  enters 
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enters  the  county  at  Streeton,  near  Tutbuiy,  and 
running  fouth-weft,  croffes  Watling-ftreet,  about 
a  mile  fouth  of  Litchfield,  then  pafles  into  Wat* 
Vickfiiire,  at  the  village  of  Hanfworthj  near  Bir- 
mingham. Upon  thefe  ancient  roads,  there  have 
been  difcovcred  in  this  county  confiderabk  re- 
mains of  Roman  antiquities. 

It  is  feated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
and  diocefe  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  hai 
one  hundred  and  fifty  parifhes.  It  is  divided 
into  five  hundreds,  containing  the  city  of  Litch- 
field and  feventeen  market-towns,  and  fends  ten 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the 
(hire  for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  the  city  of 
Litchfield,  and  two  reprefentatives  for  each  of 
the  following  boroughs,  Stafford,  Tamworth,  and 
Newcaftle  under  Line. 


STAFFORD  TOWN. 

> 

Political  Character.    This  town  acknovrl 
'iedges  no  patron ;  but  how  far  it  may  ftand  clear 
t)f  corruption,  we  do  not  take  upon  us  to  deter- 
mine.   As  there  has  been  no  pubTic  accufatiott 
•     -  -    '  of 


bf  that  crime  before  the  bouOs  6t  cgnunon^  or 
any  pibCr  tribufialj  it  is  fat  from  our  purpofe  tQ 
fiep  out  of  our  way  to  explore  its  recftflbs.  Wo 
confine  ourfelves  to  a£ls  of  notoriety,  and  fuch 
ai  h»iVt  provoked  the  imei^lltioA  of  the  legif- 
kturti  or  incurred  the  chaftifemetit  ofnationttl 
juftietib  The  eSeB:ors  hivt  u  prefent  ihehonotijf 
of  giving  a  feat  to  one  of  (he  tnoft  (hlning  ot  na* 
ntenu  of  the  Britlfli  fenu^,  vrho  pofTeffid  thofe 
getiuine  principles  of  liberty  which  have  eVtt 
diftinguifhed  his  great  political  leader,  Mr.  Fojcj^ 
and  which  were  nevet-  difplayed  to  greater  ad.- 
vantage;  than  when  his  eloquence  difpelled  the 
doud  of  prejudice,  which  was  artfully  and  Malig- 
nantly  intended  to  envelop  the  luftre  of  thfi' 
French  revolution.  The  family  of  lord  vifcount 
Chetwynd,  of  Ifigeftre,  in  this  county,  had  for- 
merly a  confiderable  intereft  in  this  town;  bill 
that  has  ceafed  dnee  the  eftates  becatne  the  pro* 
perty  of  earl  Talbot,  the  prefetit  pofleflbf. 

'  Ai^ciEjjT  State.  Stafford,  which  gives  name 
tdthecoiinty,  and  was  formerly  its  principal  tovn, 
ftands  on  the  river  Sav,  over  whrch  it  has  a  hand- 
fome  ftonc'bridge ;  and  ii,  in  Doomfday-book, 
which  was  written  in  tha  reign  of  Williaiit  tha. 
Kka  Con- 
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Conqueror^  called  a  city ;  but  it  does  ndt-  tp« 
pear  to  have  been  incorporated  before  the  reign 
of  king  John. 

Ul>ON  a  lofty  hill^  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  towo» 
flood  Stafford  caftle ;  but  there  are  now  only  a  few 
ruins  of  the  walls  remaining.  This  was  the  feat 
of  the  earls  of  Stafford^  who  derive  their  title 
from  this  town.  Here  is  an  ancient  cuftom,  cal- 
led Borough  Englifli,  by  which^  if  the  father 
dies  int^ftate;  the  youngeft  fon  inherits  the  lands 
lying  within  the  liberties  of  the  town. 

This  borough  fent  anno  23  Edward  I.  and 
was  incorporated  anno  3  Edward  VI. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a 
recorder,  ten  aldermen,  and  twenty  common- 
councilmeii.  Here  the  county  affizes  and  quar- 
ter-fcflions  are  always  kept. 

Right  Of  Election.  1710,  25th  Jan. — The 
fons  of  burgeifes,  and  thofe  who  have  ferved 
apprentices  feven  years  in  the  bbrough,  have  a 
right  (upon  demand  thereof)  to  be  made  bur- 
gelTcs  of  the  faid  borough. 

172a, 
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ijit,  tyth  Nov. — Is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgefles,  reliant  within'the  faid  borough. 

>7*4i  4tb  Feb, — Perfons  made  burgeSes  of 
the  faid  borough,  fince  the  death  of  John  Dol* 
phin,  Efq.  late  member  of  parliament  for  the 
faid  borough,  (not  being  Tons  of  burgefles,  or  not 
having  ferved  feven  years  apprenticeihip  within. 
the  faid  borough)  had  not  a  right  to  vote  in  the 
Iateele£lion  of  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  tbis  prelenl 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough. 

NuMBE^L  or  VQTIR.S— About  400, 
Rbturnikg  Ofpicir— The  Mayor, 

LITCHFIELD. 

'  Political  Charactbr.  This  city,  which, 
in  conjuntAion  with  Coventry,  is  a  bifhop's  fee, 
is  uninfluenced  in  the  eledion  of  its  members  of 
parliament.  The  right  of  election  is  of  a  very 
complex  kind,  being  in  the  bailifT,  magillratcs, 
freeholders  of  forty  (hillings  a  year,  and  alt  that 
hold  by  burgage  tenure,  together  with  fuch  free- 
men only  as  are  inrolled.    Ic  is  a  county  of  icfelf, 

aod 


^Q%  I.ITCHFIE19. 

^fi4  can(2^Jn^  a  jurifdic^iorx  K>i  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  in  ciMenp^ft  i  on  which  account  the  {hftil^ 
on  the  19th  of  September,  rides  round  the  bounds 
and  gives  n  feift  to  the  corporation  and  neigh- 
bouring gentry* 

Ancient  State.  The  name  of  this  city  ii^ 
according  to  fome  authors*  4  corruption  of  li- 
cidfeld,  its  aocient  Britifli  nantic,  which  fignifies 
a  field  of  carcafcs,  a  great  flaughter  of  Chriftians 
having  been  made  here  in  the  pctrfecution  under 
the  emperor  Dioclefian ;  but  Dr.  Stukely  affirms, 
that  it  received. its  name  from  the  marlhy  bog 
which  furrounds  the  church,  the  word  Lochc 
fignifying  a  watery  place. 

Litchfield  ^ands  in  a  valley,  three  miles 
fouth  of  the  Trent,  and  is  divided  by  a  ftream 
which  runs  into  that  river.  That  part  of  the  town 
vhich  IS  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  ftream,  is  termed 
the  City,  and  that  on  the  north  fide  is  called  the 
^iofe,  from  its  being  encompalTcd  with  a  wall 
^rkl  dry  ditch  on  every  fide,  except  that  next  th€i 
City,  which  is  much  the  Jargeft  part,  and  is  join^ 
cd  to  the  Clof»  by  two  bridges. 

Thji 


This  place  arofe  from  the  ruifts  of  a  Roman 
town,  named  Bbocetum,  about  a  mile  diftant,;^ 
where  the  Ikening  and  Watling-ftreet  crofs  each 
other,  and  is  now  calfed  Chefterfield-wall,  from 
fome  remains  of  its  fortifications. 

It  was  made  a  metropolitan  fee  by  king  OfFa; 
.and,  together  with  Coventry,  is  the  fee  of  a 
bifhop.  About  the  year  789,  king  Offa,  by  the 
favour  of  pope  Adrian,  conftituted  it  an  archi- 
epifcopal  fee ;  but  Litchfield,  about  ten  years 
after,  loft  this  honour,  and  its  church  and  dio- 
cefe  were  again  rendered  fubjedl  to  the  metro- 
politan fee  of  Canterbury.  In  1075,  this  fee 
was  tranflated  to  Chefter,  and  from  thence,  in 

r 

1102,  to  Coventry;  but  foon  after  the  Ijiftiops 
fettled  here  again. 

Litchfield  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  fa- 
mily of  Lee. 

This  city  having  fent  to  parliament,  anno 
33  Edw.  I.  4,  5,  6,  7,  20  Edw.  JI.  and  i,  14, 
2.7  Edw.  III.  intermitted  fending  till  the  reign 
q{  Edw.  VI.  who  reftorcd  and  incorpomted  it. 

* 

CORPO* 
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CoRPOftATiOM.  It  is  governed  by  two  bailifli, 
a  recorder,  iherifl^  and  twenty-ftfcir  burgcfle^. 

Right  of  Election-  1701,  10  Mar.— The 
bailiff,  magiftrates,  freeholders  of  forty  (hillings 
a  year,  and  all  that  hold  by  burgage  tenure,  have 
a  right  to  vote. 

Such  freemen  only  of  the  faid  city  as  are  in* 
rolled,  and  pay  fcot  and  lot,  have,  a  right  to 
vote- 

Such  freemen  of  the  taylors  company  as  arc 
enrolled  in  the  old  book  of  the  conftitutions  of 
the  taylors  company,  in  the  faid  city,  have  not  a 
right  to  vote. 

Such  freemen  only  pf  the  taylors  company  as 
arc  enrolled  in  the  new  book  of  the  conftitutions 
of  the  taylors  company,  in  the  city  of  Litchfield, 
have  a  right  to  vote* 

To  thefc  rcfblutions  the  houfe  agreed. 

17  £8,  10  Dec. — Is  in  the  bailiff,  magiftrateSj, 
freeholders  of  forty  (hillings  per  annum,  and  all 
that  hold  by  burgage  tenure,  and  in  fuch  freemen 

only 
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only  of  the  faid  city  as  are  enrolled,  p^yipg  fcot 

«nd  lot  there,  '  t 

Number  or  votirs— 6oo. 
Retornibg  orncERfr— The  fheriiF  and  bau 
ItRs. 

NEWCASTLE  UNDER  UNE. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  thii  borough  has  been  attended  with  that 
Angularity  which  diftinguifhes  the  abfurdity  and 
folly  of  the  prdent  deranged  fyftcm  of  partial 
reprefentatioa. 

This  right  has  three  times  been  the  fubjed  of 
parliamentary  inveflrigation  ;  viz.  in  16x4,  1705,' 
and.Iaftly,  in  1793;  the iirft  determination  was  in 
favour  of  ancient  cuftom,  which  was  that  of  the 
freemen  refidentu,  who  did  not  forfeit  their  claim 
till  a  year  and  a  day  after  they  had  left  the 
town ;  the  fecond,  and  laft,  have  been  confined 
to  the  queftion  of  rcfidence  for  the  year  and  day 
that  they  had  atSually  ceafed  to  refide,  which  in 
both  cafes  was  decided  againft.this  ridiculous 
claim, - 
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Iw  th«  trial  of  the  laft  petition,  which  was 
that  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  Efq.  and  Clement 
Rynnerfley,  Efq,  againft  Sir  Archibald  Mac- 
donald  and  the  Hon.  John  Levefon  Gowcr,  the 
fitting  members,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that 
a  great  part  of  this  borough  was  the  property  of 
the  marquis  of  Stafford,  whofe  influence  dire(5l» 
the  choice  of  the  eledlors^j^  and  that  it  is  very 
cuftomary  for  the  burgefles,  who  are  the  elecflors^ 
to  live  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  ycar?^  in  their 
houfes,  without  paying  any  rent^  and  that  the  prc- 
lent  members  are  the  brother^  and  fon4il*law  of 
that  nobleman ! ! 

Upon  the  trial  of  the  above  petition,  the 
CQunfel  for  the  petitioners  ftated  the  right  of 
cledion  tp  be  in  the  .  mayor,  bailiffis,  and  bur- 
gefles or  freemen,  whofe  pl^ce  of  refidence,  at 
the  time  pf  their  giving  their  votes,  was  in  the 
laid  borough  i  or  w1k>,  at  fuch  time,  have  no 
place  of  refidence  clfipwhere,  and  who  have  never 
been  abfent  from  the  borough  for  the  fpacc  of  a 
year  and  a  day  without  interruption,  fincc  they 
were  adrpitted  to  the  freedom  thereof,  of  whofe 
families  (if  they  were  matters  of  families)  have 
pot  been  ^bfent  for  the  fpace  of  time  aferefaid^ 

without 
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without  ititemfption>  after  the  time  of  the  ad- 
miOionof  fuch  burgcfles  or  freemen,  having  fi^ 
piiUcs,  to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  boroifg^. 

The  counfel  .for  the  fitting  members  Aatctl 
the  right  of  eleflion  to  be  in  the  freemen  rcfid- 
ing  in  the  borough  of  Newcaftlc,  and  not  re- 
ceiving alms  or  church-bread;  and  chat  perfoas 
living  a  year  and  a  day  out  of  the  borough  loft 
their  freedom.  ^ 

The  committee  determined,  that  neither  of 
the  ftatcments  delivered  in  by  the  petitioners,  or 
fitting  members,  were  the  fpecific  right  of  voting 
for  this  borough,  but  that  the  right  was,  "  In 
*'  the  freemen  refiding  in  the  borough  of  Now- 
"  caftle  under  Line." 

Ancient  State,  Newcaftle  under  Line  re^ 
ceives  its  name  from  a  caftle  now  in  ruins,  built 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  which 'was  called 
New,  to  diftinguifti  it  from  an  older  caftle, 
which  ftood  at  Chefterton,  a  village  in  its  neigh. 
bourhood,  and  was  afterwards  called  Newcaftle 
under  Line,  or  Lime,  from  its  fituatton  upon  ths 
ipaft  fide  of  »  branch  of  the  Trent,  called  the 
5  line^ 
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Unt,  or  Lime ;  but  the  caflle  has  been  long 
levelled  with  the  ground.  It  is  fituated  fourteen 
miles  north  by  weft  of  Staflford,  thirty-one 
north-weft  of  Litchfield^  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  north-weft  of  London, 

This  borough  was  incorporated  by  king 
Henry  L  and  again  by  queen  Elizabeth  and 
king  Charles  JL  and  began  to  fend  members 
wuio  27  Edward  IIL 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
two  bailiffs,  and  twenty-four  common-counciL 
men. 

Th£  corporation  has  a  court  for  holding  pleas^ 
for  any  fum  under  40L 

Right  of  Elejction — 1624,  9  April.  Was 
(before  the  charter)  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
common-councijmen;  and  it  was  refolved.  That 
the  late  conftitution  altiercd  npt  the  former  cuf-^ 
tom» 

1705,  27  February.  The  right  was  agreed  to 
be  in  the  mayor,  burgeflTes,  and  freemen,  relident 
within  the  boroughs 
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'    1792,  Mgrch  ir.    In  the  freemen  refiding  irt 
the  borough  of  Newcaftle  under  Line, 

Number  of  voters — 664* 

Returning  officer — The  Mayor* 
Patron — Marqui?  of  Stafford. 


TAMWORTH. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  was 
the  joint  property  of  the  Marquis  Townlhend, 
and  the  Marquis  of  Bath;  but  the  latter  hav-r 
ing  fold  his  (hare  to  Mr.  Peel,  the  banker, 
that  gentleman  has  elftabliflied  a  conliderable 
manufactory  here,  and  is  one  of  its  prefen£ 
members. 

The  freeholders  had  formerly  votes,  in  com- 
mon with  the  inhabitant  houfeholders ;  but  thc}^ 
loft  that  privilege  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  1722. 

Ancient  State.      Tamworth,    receives    ks 
name  from  the  river  Thame,  by  which  it  is  fa' 
fqutlly  divided,  that  half  of  the  town  (lands  on  the 

3  weft 
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weft  fide  of  that  river  ia  StafFordftiire,  andlthe 
other  half  in  Warwickfhire  j  for  which  reafoti 
each  fide  choofes  a  reprefentative  in  parliament  j 
the  borough  is  by  fome  writers  placed  in  Staf- 
fordfhire,  and  by  others,  in  Warwickfliire. 
When  it  was  built  does  not  appear ;  but  it  muft 
have  been  very  ancient,  as  king  Offa  had  a  feac 
here,  in  the  year  781. 

This  town  appears  to  have  been  incorporated 
by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  firft  fent  to  parliament 
in  the  fifth  year  of  her  reign. 

it 

Corporation. — Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  a  re-^ 
corder,  and  twenty-four  principal  burgeffes. 

Th  e  corporation  have  power  to  keep  a  three 
weeks  court  of  record,  and  a  court-leet  twice 
a  year  I  they  have  alfo  a  jail^  and  a  common 
feal.  , 

Right  of  Election — 1698,  17  March.    !•> 
in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  ia 
fuch  perfons  as  have  freeholds  within  the  iaid 
borough,  whether  refideiu  in  the  faid  borough  or: 
not*  .   - 


/ 


■  17231,23  January.  Is  In  the  inhabitants  be- 
ing houftholdcrSj  {taying  fcot  and  lot,  ^and  not 
receiving  alms. 

NWMBBR  OP  VOTERS— About  250. 

Returning  officers — The  two  bailifFs. 
Patrons— Marquis  Townfliend  and   Robert 
Pcel,Efq. 


SUFFOLK. 

Political  Character.  ThU  county  poC 
fefles  much  independent  fpirit,  which  it  never 
fails  10  exert  when  called  forth  into  a£lion. 
In  the  year  1784,  the  people,  in  confequence 
of  the  conneftionj  of  Sir  T.  C.  Bunbury, 
Bart,  with  the  coalition  formed  by  lord  North 
and  Mr,  Fo?^  propofed,  as  a  candidate  for 
their  reprefentation,  Jofhua  Grigby,  Efq.  with 
vhofe  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  in 
all  its  branches,  and  averfion  to  ariftocraiic  influ- 
ence, they  were  well  acquainted  j  and  their  exer- 
tions in  his  favour  were  Bnally  fuccefsfut.  At 
the  laft  eledion  in  1790,  Mr.  Grigby  declined 
the  honour  that  was  intended  him,  when  Sir 
Gerard 
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Gerard  Vanrieck  ^as  thought  the  bell  fubftiiute 
to  fupply  the  place  of  that  gentleman^  The 
fuccefs  of  the  independent  yeomanry  would  in 
this  inftanc^e^  as  well  as  the  former  one,  have 
been  certain,  but  for  the  union  of  fo  many  he- 
terogeiieous  fubftances,  as  adminiflration^  op- 
pofition  and  ariftocracyi  The  jundion  of  all 
thefe  parties,  and  the  intereft  arifing  from  it, 
was  hardly  fufficient  to  overthrow  and  fubdue 
the  laudable  efforts  which  were  ufed  againft  it^ 
as  appears  by  the  poll;  when  the  numbers  were. 

For  Sir  T.  C.  Bunbury,  Bart.      3065 
Sir  J.  Rous,  Bart.  2755 

Sir  Gerard  Vanneck,  Bart.     2047 

Ancient  State.  Suffolk^  which  fignific« 
South-folk,  or  Southern  people,  was  fo  called 
by  the  Saxons,  on  account  of  its  being  inhabited 
by  the  fouthern  branch  of  the  Eaft-Angles,  and 
to  exprefs  its  fituation,  with  refpefk  to  the  nor«» 
thern  people  of  that  nation,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk.  It  is  a  maritime  county,  bounded  on 
the  eaft,  by  the  German  ocean  ;  on  the  north,  by 
Norfolk,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  ri- 
vers, the  Little  Oufe^  and  the  Waveny ;  on  the 

weft. 


Wift,  by  Cambridgelhirey  and  dn  the  fouth  b)f 
^Ifleic,  firom  which  it  is  divided  b/  tho  river 
Stour. 

This  county,  at  the  invalion  of  the  Romany 
Vaspart  of  the  territory  inhabited  by  the  Icenij 
and  Mr.  Camden,  from  the  fimilitude  of  the 
names  of  feveral  villages,  is  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  the  diftrift  in  which  they  principally  refided. 
Here  were  two  Roman  ftations  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  county,  upon  the  military  way  called 
Ermine-ftreet ;  and  the  remains  of  fortifications, 
barrows,,  and  Roman  coins,  have  been  found 
here,  in  as  great  plenty  as  in  other  parts  of  Eng^ 
land. 

This  county  is  divided  into  two  ^rts;  the 
firll,  called  the  franchife  or  liberty  of  St.  Ed- 
mund^ which  contains  the  weftern  part  of  the 
county;  and  the  fccond,  called  the  geldable 
land,  contains  the  eaftern  part.  Each  of  thefe 
fiimiffaes  a  diftind  grand  jury  at  the  county  af- 
files. In  the  franchifes,  the  iffues  and  forfeit* 
tares  are  paid  to  the  lords  of  the  liberties^  atid 
in  the  geldable  part,  they  are  paid  to  the  king. 
There  are  likewife  two  other  general  divifions 

Vol.  H.  LI  of 
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of  this  coirnty,  into  High  Suffolk  and  LowSiif^ 
folk,  which  is  fubdivided  into  twenty-two  hun« 
dreds.  It  is  fituated  in  the  prbvince  of  Canter-* 
bury  and  diocefe  of  Norwich;  has  575  parifhes^ 
29  market  towns,  and  fends  flxteen  members  to 
parliament. 


IPSWICH. 


Political  Character.  This  borough  is  in* 
dependent  of  influence^  except  what  may  be  eor*« 
ruptly  eftablifhed  by  the  candidates,  or  then: 
agents,  at  the  time  of  eledion,  as  the  following 
cafe,  which  was  tried  before  a  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  1780,  wiH  explain:  the 
petition  of  Charles  Alexander  Criekitt,  £fq. 
ftated,  that  Mr.  Gator,  the  fitting  member,  had» 
by  himfelf  or  his  agents,  after  the  tefte  of  the 
writ,  been  guilty  of  a  moft  notorious  and  fla- 
grant attempt  to  bribe  the  corporation  of  Ipfwich 
to  eleft  him,  by  oflFering  a  large  fum  of  money  to 
'  them  for  that  purpofe  ;  that  he  had,  in  the  fame 
manner,  been  guilty  of  bribing  the  eleflors  of 
the  bbrough,  by  promifcs  of  prefents,  and  by 

treating  p 
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matltig ;  that  one  of  the  returning  officers  was 
iln  avowed  agent  df  Mr.  Cator^  and  did^  by  his 
direElion^  corj-iipt  the  ^leftors  to  vote  for  him; 
in  cdhfl^quence  whereof;  many  of  them  did  vote 
for  him ;  that  by  thefe  meatus  Mr.  Cator  had 
procured  an  illegal  majority  of  votes  over  the 
petitioner^  whb  would  otherWife  hav6  beeii 
ele&ed  and  returned. 

'  .  ■■  .  '  ;      . 

No  objeAion  Was  made  to  the  ele£Uon  of  Mr. 

•  •        •  - 

Middletdn.  By  th6  opening  of  the  eafe  it  ap-« 
peared^  that  the  petitioner  endeavoured  to  avoid 
the  election  of  Mr.  Cator^  by  proceeding  upon 
airthe  charges  in  the  petition ;  and  accordingly 
evidence  Was  produced  upon  all  of  them. 

Upon  the  firft  point  the  following  fadls  Were 
^ven  in  evidence  i 

The  ele£lors  of  this  borough  are  tWo  bailifFs^ 
ten  portmen^  twenty-four  common-council  men, 
and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen  ;  they 
have  been  for  a  long  time  divided  into  two  par- 
ties,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  Blufs  and 
Yellows  y  at  the  head  of  the  former  are  the  com- 
mon-councilmen ;  the  latter  is  headed  by  the 

L  1  2  portmen. 
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portmen.  Tlie  Yellow*  had  been  pfedommatif 
at  the  late  eteftions ;  Mr*  Wollafton,  oire  of  the- 
late  members,  had  been  fnpported  by  them,  and 
being  abroad  at  the  time  of  the  late  eleAtoR,' 
his  brother,  the  Rev.  Dr.  WoHafton,  propofed 
him  as  a  candidate  upon  that  intereftb  Mr^ 
Staunton,  the  other  late  member,  declined  tbi^ 
ele6iion.  Mr.  Middleton  was  fupported  by  tho 
Blues,  on  which  intereft  he  had  failed  in  the  laft. 
contelt 

The  laft  ele(5lIon  happened  on  Saturday,  the 
3dof  April:  in  the  preceding  week,  the  Blues 
had  propofed  to  the  Yellows  to  fupport  WollaC- 
ton,  if  the  Yellows  would  fupport  Middleton^ 
and  thus ,  fettle  their  differences ;  but  this  was 
rejedled  by  the  Yellows,  who  then  had  hopes  of 
carrying  both  members ;  and  they  perfiiaded  Dn 
Wollafton,  againft  his  own  inclination,  to  join 
with  Cator,  whom  they  had  invited  to  ftand: 
about  the  fame  time,  the  portmen,  who  were  told 
by  Dr.  Wollafton  that  he  would  fpend  no  money 
in  the  eledion,  afked  him  to  withdraw  his  bro- 
ther ;  w:hich  he  refufed.  Cator  was  at  this  time 
a  ftranger  to  the  borough.  On  the  Monday 
before  the  eledion.  Dr.  Wollafton,  by  appoint- 
ment^ 
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mtntt  met  Mr.  Catpr  at  the  houfe  of  Mr,  Cornx 
wajl,  a  banker  in  ipTwich,  and  partner  in  thtt 
bufinef*  with  the  bailiff  Spoofier.  Here  thefe 
three  held  a  cbnverfation  about  the  elcdioni 
Cornwall,  who  had  before  been  told  by  Dr. 
WoUafton,  that  he  would  not  fpend  more  than 
300I.  on  the  election,  and  had  communicated 
this  Co  Mr.  Cator,  in  this  converfation  laid  to 
Dr.  WoUafton,  "  he  had  cftimated  the  expence 
"  at  about  aoool.;  that  Cator  was  willing  to  ad- 
**  vance  1700I.  of  this  fum,  if  WoUafton  yould 
*'  anfwer  for  the  remaining  300!-"  This  being 
agreed  to  by  the  latter,  Cornwall  laid,  "  if  the 
"  c^^nces  were  to  be  paid  at  his  bank,  he 
**  Ihould  expet5t  a  depolit  of  the  money  before 
**  hand ;"  this  was  likewife  agreed  to,  and  then 
they  went  about  the  town  on  a  joint  canvas  for 
WoUafton  and  Cator.  On  the  fame  day  Cator 
|>aid  1700I.  into  Cornwall's  banking-houfe  j  on 
the  next  day,  at  Cator's  defirc,  the  above  agree- 
ment was  put  in  writing  and  figned;  it  is  as 
fbllowii : 

"  Mr.  WoUafton,  by  Dr.  WoUafton,  depofits 

*•  300I.  in  thchands  of  Mefirs.  Alexander,  Com- 

**  wall,  and  Spooncr;  and  John  Cator  having 

"  depofitcd 
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f*  depofited  lycx)!.  in  the  fame  hands^  for  the 
?*  purpofe  of  paying  the  cxpences  already  in* 
"  cqrred,  and  which  may  be  incurred,  for  their 
•*  eledlion ;  and  it  is  agreed,  if  the  cxpcnce  is 
f*  lefs  than  2000 1.  all  the  money  remaining  (hall 
?*  be  returned  to  John  Gator ;  and  if  the  cx- 
pences exceed  2000I.  all  above  that  fum  is  to 
be  paid  in  equal  portions  \)y  Dr.  Wollaflon 
and  John  Cator,  In  witnefs  whereof,  they 
f*  have  fet  their  names  this  30th  March,  1784. 

"  Fred.  Wollaston, 
•*  John  Cator. 


N.  B.  **  If  the  expence  docs  not  amount  t<^ 
1200 1.  Dr.  WoUafton  is  to  h^ye  returned  thq 
proportion  of  qjie  to  four.'^ 


it 
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€t 
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Dr.  WoUafton  in  his  evidence  faid,  he  had  nq 
knowledge  pf  election  matters,  nor  of  the  parti^* 
cular  expences,  pr  the  manner  io  which  they 
were  incurred,  ii>  ai)  eledion  at  Jpfwich ;  he 
h^d  heard  that  a  grpat  deal  was  incurred  pn  ac- 
count  of  the  out- voters;  gnd  being  told  by 
Cornwall,  that  the  expences  of  the  former  eleg- 
tion  had  exceeded  the  above  Aim,  he  relied  on 
his  eftimate,  as  he  made  it,  withoqt  H^Qwing 


1  •  " '  i. 

how^ 


liow,  in  particular^  the  money  was  to  be  applied ; 
but  he  underftood  it  was  for  ncceflary  joint  ex- 
pences  of  the  elcdion,  and  not  to  be  ufed  for 
any  purpofes  in  which  both  parties  were  not 
concerned ;  and  that  no  unlawful  ufe  would  be 
made  of  it.  Cornwall  was  to  difburfe  the  money,- 
and  to  return  the  remainder,  if  any,  with  an  ac- 
count. He  wifhcd  the  tranfad^ion  t;o  have  beea 
kept  fecret,  though  not  from  any  nQpio.n  of  its 
being  wrong ;  but  found  it  wa^  know;;!  fp  ?11  \)ii^ 
principal  friends  in  the  corporation. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  canvas,  he  perceived  his 
brother's  intereft  to  have  declined  conliderably, 
and  hereupon  determined,  after  confulting  one 
or  two  private  friends,  to  withdraw  his  name^ 
on  being  indemnified  the  expences  at  that  time 
incurred.  On  the  Thurfday  before  the  eleAion, 
at  Cornwall's  houfii,  in  the  prefencc  of  Cator, 
Cornwall,  Spooner,  Notcote  the  town  clerk,  and 
one  or  two  more  of  the  corporation,  he  feid,  he 
feared  his  brother  might  fail,  and  alked  them^ 
"  If  Middleton  Ihould  be  at  the  head  of  the 
**  poll,  whom  they  would  defert,  Cator  or  his 
5*  brother  ?'*  To  this  queftion  no  anfwer  was 
piade ;  upon  which  he  faid  to  them,  V  I  now  fee 

"  you 
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*'  you  would  dcfert  my  brotlicr  aiid  fuppoit  Ca-* 
«  tor;"  hereupon  Notrote  came  forward  and 
feid,  *^  What  would  our  enemies  fay  of  us  if  wc 
**  fliould  not,  as  he  pays  fo  much  more  than 
^  you."  No  more  was  faid  on  the  fubjeft.  In 
the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Dr.  Wollafton  oSered 
to  withdraw  bis  brother,  according  to  his  firft  re- 
Iblution,  and  Mr  Cator  agreed  to  repay  him 
what  he  had  laid  out  upon  his  Canvas:  as  to 
the  300 1.  he  had  not  paid  it  into  the  bank. 

Mr.  Cornwall  in  his  evidence  faid,  that  he 
had  known  Mr.  Cator  before,  and  would  have 
(rufted  him  with  any  fum,  but  would  not  have 
given  credit  (o  the  parties  jointly;  for  which 
I'eafon  he  delired  a  depofiti  as  he  had  before 
ipund  difficulties  in  getting  the  money  advanced  2 
^hat  he  believed  the  1700I.  was  intended  for  the 
fommoa  expences  of  the  elc<flion,  jointly  with 
the  3QP 1.  but  that  it  was  liable  to  fuch  ufes  as 
Cator  might  think  proper,  and  he  might  have 
drawn  for  it  without  defraying  the  expences :  on 
being  alked  "Where  then  was  the  fecurity  of 
^*  the  depofit?"  he  faid,  it  was  fo,  notwith^ 
Handing,  in  his  mind.  Being  alked  if  he  did 
not  know,  before  tbc  meeting  of  Cator  and 

Wollafton, 
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WoHafton.  that  the  former  WM  to  mike  t  depo- 
fit?.  he  iaid.  he  could  not  recoiled  thU  with 
certaintyj  he  was  not  fure,  but  believed  not. 
He  delivered  in  an  account  current  of  hia  houfe 
■with  Cator  for  the  1700 1.  of  which,  about  iiooj. 
yfzs  fpeot,  the  reft  was  repaid  to  him  on  a 
draught  of  the  S4th  of  Mayj  the  difburfemcnt 
of  the  money  was  made  under  the  diredion  of 
Spooner.  Mr.  Cornwall  iaid.  be  himfelf  was 
no  corporator. 

All  the  expences  were  paid  out  of  his  fund. 

Iw  order  to  (hew  that  the  lawful  expences  of 
tlie  eleiflion,  particularly  the  travelling  chaises 
c^  the  out-voters,  could  not  require  fuch  a  fum 
as  Mr.  Cator  placed  in  Cornwall's  hands,  the 
counfel  for  the  petitioner  gave  in  evidence  the 
following  account  «f  the  fituation  of  the  voters 
for  him,  which  had  been  examined  with  the  poll, 
and  the  diftances  proved : 


UST 
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LIST  of  the  OUT-VOTERS  for  Cator,  and  of  the 
diftances  of  their  refidence  from  Ipfwieh. 

Miles.     Voters* 

Refident  at  Harwich,  diftant  ii     -    37 

Ditto,  within  -  -  5-8 

Ditto,  betwee.i>         -         -        5&10    •     13 

Ditto  -  r  -  10  &  15  -  12 

Ktto  -  -  -  15  &  20  -  12 

Ditto  ^  f.  -  "    20  &  30  -  10 

Ditto  ^  ^  -  30- &  40  -  5 

Pltto  -  -  -  40  &  50  -  4 

Pitf9  -  -         ?         5Q&6p    r       t 

Ditto  (including  London  and 

its  environs)        -        -        60  &  70    -    30 

Ditto,  between        i*         ;-        70  &  80  >     1,7 

158 

yoter?  for  Catpr  reijdent  at  Ipfwich  139 


*^ 
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Upon  the  chajrge  of  corrupting  the  eledlors, 
^hc  fads  proved  were  as  follow : 

An  extenliye  diftributipn  pf  money  was 
made,  after  the  eledlion,  to  many  of  the  out- 
voter?  for  lofs  of  time,   with  the  approbation 

of 
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pf  Mr.  Gator,  out  of  the  fum  in  the  t^ankerf 
hands  ;  thirteen  voters^  refident  in  London  or  it$ 
neighbourhood^  who  were  examined  before  the 
committee,  were  paid  three  guineas  each  immcT- 
diatcly  after  the  eledtion;  they  had  all  their 
travelling  expences  paid  befides;  this  fum  was 
given  without  enquiry  into  their  circumftances^ 
or  the  profits  of  their  fcveral  epiployments, 
.which  were  various;  fgmc  being  capable  of 
/earning  five  or  feyen  Ihijlings  a  day,  and  others 
two  (billings ;  they  were  abfent  from  their  bufi- 
ncfsy  fbcnc  ^ur  days,  forae  five ;  to  none  of  them 
was  ^ny  diredjt  expedlatipn  given  pf  a  reward  for 
their  votes;  two  or  three. were  tpjd,  when  can- 
yafled  by  Catof's  agept,  Prigg,  whom  he  had 
employed  to  canvas  and  convey  voters  to  IpH 
wich,  that  V  they  flipuld  be  fatisfied  for  lofs  of 
**  time.?  Some  pf  fhem  had  vpted  ^t  fofmcr 
clecflions,  and  had  recejiyed  a  fimilar  gratuity, 
jind  Taid  they  expe^ed  it  at  this.  One  man  faid 
to  the  committee,  "  he  coulcj  pot  tell  what  the 
*'  three  guineas  yefc  fof,  upleft  fpr  his  vote.** 
One,  when  canvafled  J>y  Catpf  *s  agent,  bargained 
^hat  his  fon  Ihould  gp  and  take  up  his  freedom, 
and  was  afterwards  paid  five  guineas  by  tl^e 
fan>e  perfon,  for  himfelf  and  his  fon,  though  his 
fon  did  not  vote. 


5t4  IFSWICH* 

The  greater  number  df  thefe  thirteen  did  not 
promife  their  votes  to  *Cator  befc>rc  they  wetip  Co 
Ipfwich,  though  they  travelled  there  at  his  ex^ 
pence.     They  voted  for  Middlcton  and  Caton 

FrvE  voters^  rcfident  at  Harwich,  likewife 
gave  their  evidence  to  the  committee:  thefe 
men,  in  the  fame  circumftances  as  the  others 
from  London,  had  in  the  fame  manner  received 
a  guinea  and  a  half  a-piecc;  and  it  appeared 
that  the  fame  fum  was  given  to  mod  of  the  Har-. 
•wich  voters.  Harwich  is  eleven  miles  diftanc 
tirom  Ipfwich,  and  the  paffagc  by  water  (their 
tifual  way  of  going  thither)  cofts  fixpence :  they 
were  abfent  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  To  aH 
thefe  Cator  was  a  (Vranger  at  the  time  of  th^ 
cleftiort,  and  fome  of  them  came  to  Ipfwich  in- 
tending to  vote  for  Wollafton^ 

It  was  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  both  fides^ 
that  Middleton  and  Cator  had  no  joint  expcnces 
in  the  eledlion.  And  it  was  either  proved  or 
admitted,  that  all  the  London  voters  generally 
received  three  guineas  a-piece  after  the  clcdion, 
out  of  the  money  depofitcd, 

Upoh 
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Upon  the  charge  ^gainft  Spooncr,  diefc  fads 
appeared  in  evidence. 

That  he  had  a  very  citenfive  influence  in 
Ipfwich ;  that  he  canvafled  the  town  for  WoU 
lalhin  and  Cator,  and  afterwards  for  Cator 
fingly ;  wrote  letters  foliciting  votes  for  him, 
and  in  particular  to  Prigg,  before  mentioned, 
in  London,  to  canvas  for  him  and  Wollafttin, 
whofc  bills  of  expences  he  paid,  and  to  whom 
he  gave,  or  fcnt  money  to  pay  fomc  of  the 
London  voters  the  three  guineas  j  he  likewife 
to!d  Prigg,  that  he  had  given  one  Bumejr 
one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  for  paying  ex- 
pences.  In  Cator's  prefence  he  fent  an  agent  to 
London,  in  order  to  accompany  the  freemen  to 
Ipfwich,  and  afterwards  paid  him  for  his 
trouble.  He  gave  orders  at  two  inns  for  enter- 
taining fomc  of  the  London  voters,  and  after- 
wards paid  the  bills.  He  paid  fbme  of  the 
Harwich  voters  a  guinea  and  a  half  for  lofs  of 
time ;  in  Cator's  prefence  he  told  one  who  had 
voted,  that  he  fhould  have  three  guineas  when 
he  came  to  London;  and  paid  fcvcral  bills  of  the 
do^lion  expences. 

Bein« 
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Being  examined  himfelf^  he  faid  he  had  ddh^ 
every  thing  in  the  eledlion  which  one  friena 
does  for  another;  had  voted  for  Cator^  and,  asr 
91  bddkeri  paid  his  draughts  for  the  ^xpen'ces. 

The  following  evidence  was  given  of  one  par-^ 
ticular  charge  of  bribery  by  Spooncr. 

One  Reynolds,  who  had  voted  in  the  eleCkion 
in  1780,  for  Stauntdn  and  Woliailon^  had  beeii 
employed  at  the  fanie  time  in  fonie  ele£liont 
bulinefs  for  that  party,  upon  whom  he  now  bad 

a  demand  of  4I.   16  s.  for  ^xpenices  then  in- 

•        •.  .  *    * 

curred,  and  not  paid.  He  met  Spooner  at  Ipl^ 
wich  ait  this  lad  eledion,  and  afked  him,  why 
this  demand  had  not  been  paid  according  to  hi^ 
(Spooner's)  promife?  Spooner  told  him;  "  it 
"  fhould  be  fettled;  that  Wollafton  had  de- 
••  dined,  Caitcrr  was  in  his  interelt :"  whefeuport 
he  went  to  the  poll^  and  voted  for  Cator  andi 
Middleton.  Reynolds  faid  in  his  evidence,  he 
fhould  not  have  voted  for  the  Yellows,  if  he  had 
not  been  njade  eafy  on  this  demand.  This  man 
went  to  Ipfwich  on  the  part  of  Middleton^  andf 
was  paid  three  guineas  by  his  agent  after  the 
eled^ion.' 

tlVow 


Ul^oN  ttiele  fafts,  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner 
agreed.  That  the  elcdfion  of  Mr.  Cator  had  been 
obtained  by  corruptiinfluence^  and  mud  be  de^ 
clared  void. 

June  1 8.  The  committee  determined,  "  That 
**  neither  the  fitting  member  nor  the  petitioner 
**  were  duly  eledled,  and  that  the  laft  eIe£tioh 
^  was  void  as  to  Mr.  Citor." 


A  NEW  Writ  ^^as  accordingly  iffiied^  dnd  Mi** 
Crickitt  was  unanimoudy  cledlcd* 

At  the  laft  general  clcdion  ih  179a,  M!-/ 
Middlcton  and  Mr.  Crickitt  were  oppofed  by  Sir 
John  Hadley  D'Oyley  and  rhajot  Rochfort.  At 
the  clbfc  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were,  for 

Sir  John  Hadley  D'Oyley  323 

G.  A.  Crickitt,  Efq.  31a 

William  Middlcton,  £fq4  299 

Major  Rochfort  243  k 

By  the  event  of  this  poll^  the  borough  loft,  irt 
Mr.  Middlcton,  a  reprefentativci  whofe  indepen^ 
dence  was  an  ornament  to  the  Britifti  fcnate. 
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Ancient  State.  Ipfwtch,  i«  a  corruptloil 
of  its  old  Saxon  name^  Gyperfwic,  which  it  re-^ 
ceived  from  its  fituation  on  the  river  Gipping« 
It  is  fituated  eighteen  miles  north-eaft  of  Colcfief-* 
ter,  fifty-four  fouth-M'eft  of  Yarmouth,  twelve 
gnorth-weft  of  Harwich,  and  fixty-eight  north* 
call  of  London. 

•  ■       '   '  '  ■ . 

It  is  a  to%n  of  great.antiquitj^,  and  had  char- 
ters and  a  mint  as  early  as  the  reign  of  king 
John*  This  town  enjoys  feveral  confiderable 
privileges,  fuch  as  the  pafling  of  fines  and  reca»« 
veriesy  trying  both  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  and 
even. holding  pleas  of  the  crown.  The  affize  of 
wine,  bread,  and  beer,  is  alfo  appointed  by  the 
magiftratej.  The  corporation  has  an  admiralty 
jurifdidlioB,  and  is  entitled  to  all  waifs,  ftrays^ 
and  goods  caft  on  fhore,  within  that  jurifdiilion^ 
which  includes  all  the  coaft  of  Suffolk;  and  ex- 
tends, on  the  Effex  coaft,  beyond  Harwich.  No 
frecpian  can  be  compelled  to  ferve  on  juries  out 
of  the  town,  or  be  obliged  to  bear  any  office  for 
the  king,  except  that  of  iheriff  of  the  county. 
3  Here 
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liere  Is  A  town-hall  and  a  counciUchamber;  a 
!hire-hall  for  the  county  fefGons;  and  in  a  part 
of  an  ancient  monaflery,  is  held  the  quarier-fef- 
lioos  for  the  Ipfwich  divifion  ;  another  part  of 
which  building  is  converted  into  a  jail. 

This  town  fent  ahorigine. 

Corporation.  By  charter  of  Charles  II.  il 
is  governed  by  two  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  ten  port. 
men,  and  twenty-four  comnion-<ouncilmen. 

Right  OF  Election. — 1710,  3d  February.  Is 
in  the  bailiffs,  portmen,  common-councilmen. 
and  freemen  at  large,  not  receiving  aUos. 

1714,  31  March.  Portmen,  are  an  effential 
tonftituent  part  of  the  great  court  for  making 
freemen  of  the  faid  borough ;  without  fome  of 
which  portmen  being  prefeot,  the  faid  court 
cannot  be  held. 

1714,  1  April.  A  motion  being  made,  and 
the  queftion  being  put.  that  the  perfons  voted 
freemen  at  the  pretended  great  courts  heid  in 
the  corporation  of  Ipfwich,  15  June,  7  Auguft, 

Vgu  II.  Mm  35 
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15  and  28  September,  1711,  without  any  le- 
gal portmen  then  prefent,  were  duly  made^ 
and  have  a  right  to  vote  for  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Ipfwich ;  it  pafled 
in  the  negative. 

Number  of  voters— 62J. 

Returning  officers — ^The  two  bailiffs. 


DUNWICH. 

Political  Character.  This  town,  which  was 
formerly  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  and  the  fee  of  a  bilhop,  is  now  reduced 
to  a  mean  village  of  about  thirty  houfes,  with 
only  one  church  left,  and  that  in  part  demolifh-* 
ed.  It  ftill,  however,  retains  the  name  of  a 
corporation,  having  two  bailiffs,  and  twelve 
capital  burgefles,  all  of  whom  refide  in  other 
pariflies,  and  never  affemble  here  but  upon  elec- 
tion purpofes,  for  the  choice  of  bailiffs,  or  mem- 
bers of  parliament. 

The  deftruftionof  this'borough  was  occafion- 
ed  by  the  incurfion  of  the  fea,  fcven  of  its  pa- 
riflies out  of  eight  having  been  deftroyed  :  and 
the  encroachment  that  is  ftill  making,  will  pro- 
4  bably^ 
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bably,  in  a  few  years,  oblige  theconftituent  body 
to  betake  themfelves  to  a  boat,  whenever  the 
king's  writ  fhall  fummon  them  to  the  exercife  of 
their  eleftive  funftions ;  as  the  neceffity  of  ad- 
hering ioforms^  in  the  farcical  folemnity  of  bo- 
rough eleftionis,  is  not  to  be  difpepfed  with. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  placed  which>  with  Or- 
ford,  in  tjiis  county,  Caftle  Rifing,  in  Norfolk^ 
Calton^  in  Surrey,  Old  Sarum,  in  Witfhire, 
with  many  others,  which  have  fcarcely  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  ever  been  the  feat  of  popu- 
lation, eleft  a  majority  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
while  the  towns  of  Birmingham,  Manchefter,  Shef- 
field, Leeds,  Halifax,  and  Wolverhampton, 
which  are  the  firft  in  opulence,  manufaSure,  and 
population,  are  as  much  excluded  from  all  fharc 
in  the  legiflature  of  their  country,  as  Pekin,  or 
Conftantinople. 

The  right  of  eleftion  in  this  borough  (if  we 
tnay  be  allowed  to  call  it  by  fuch  a  name},  is  in 
the  freemea,  inhabiting  within  the  remains  of 
the  borough,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

Ancient  State.  Dunwich,  which  was  fbr- 
hicrly  a  celebrated  city,  and  a  confiderable  fea- 

M  m   2  port. 
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port,  1$  now  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  infla1>ility 
of  all  fuWunary  things ;  k  being  reduced  to  a 
mean  village  of  about  thirty-five  houfes,  and 
only  one  church  left,  which  is  in  part  demolifhed  ; 
motwithftanding  which,  it  ftill  retains  the  name 
of  a  corporation. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  it 
had  a  charter  of  liberties,  in  which  the  burgefles, 
emong  oth^r  thiwgs,  had  the  privilege  of  giving, 
felling,  or  otherwife  difpofing  of,  their  lands  and 
lioufcs,  withifi  the  town,  at  pleafure.  Tins  char- 
ter coft  the  citizens  three  hundred  marks,  befides 
ten  falcons,  and  five  gyr  falcons*  In  the  reign  of 
Rich.  I.  Dunwich  was  fined  one  thoufand  and  fix- 
ty  niarks^  Orford  fifteen,  Ipfwich  two  hundred, 
and  Yarmouth  two  hundred,  for  the  unlawful 
pradbice  of  fupplying  the  enemy  with  com; 
which  may  give  fome  infight  into  the  trade  of 
thefe  towns  at  that  time. 

Here  were  fix,  if  not  eight  parifii  churches ; 
namely,  St.  John's,  (whicli  was  a  redory,  and 
feems  to  have  been  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea  about 
the  year  154O;)  St.  Martin's,  St.  Nicholas's,  and 
St.  Peter's,  which  were  likewifc  rcaories ;  and  Sr, 

Leonard 's^ 
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Leonard's,  and  All  Saints,  which  wece  impro- 
priated. The  rcgiftcr  of  Eye  alfo  inentions  the 
churches  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Bartholomew, 
which  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea  before  die 
year  1331. 

The  walls,  which  encompafs  upwards  of  fevea 
acres  of  land,  had  three  gates.  That  to  the  eaft- 
ward  is  quite  demoHihed;  but  the  itrcbes  of  the 
two  gates  to  the  weftward  continue  pretty  firm, 
and  have  fomething  curious  in  their  workman- 
Ihip,  but  arc  almofl:  covered  with  ivy.  This 
town  being  built  on  a  hill  conlifting  of  loam  and 
fand,  it  is  no  wonder  the  fea  had  fuch  an  effed  up- 
<Hi  it,  as  to  undermine  and  walh  it  away. 

This  tov/nicat  ah  origine. 

Corporation.  Confiils  of  two  bailiffs,  and 
twelve  capital  burgefles. 

Right  or  Election— 1691,  8th  and  aid 
December,  Is  not  in  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
borough,  commonly  called  Qut-fitters,  as  well  as 
in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the  faid  bo- 
rough. 
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Is  only*  in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the 
faid  borough. 

1695,  25th  November.  Is  in  the  freemen  of 
the  faid  borough,  commonly  called  out-fitters,  as 
well  as  in  the  freemen  inhabiting  within  the  faid 
borough. 

^708,  5th  February.  Is  only  in  the  freemei^ 
inhabiting  within  the  faid  borough,  not  receiving;- 
alms. 

Number  of  voters — About  14. 

Returning  officers — The  bailiffs. 

Patrons -Sir  JoQiua  Vanneck    and    M^^ 

Barne. 

O  R  F  Q  R  D. 

Political  CIiaracter.  The  corporation  of 
this  borough  confifls  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  eight 
portmen,  and  twelve  capital  burgefles,  in  all 
twenty-two,  in  whom  the  right  ofeleSionisvefl:^ 
cd.  The  number  is  feldom  complete,  there  be- 
ing fcarcely  ever  more  than  ten  or  twelve,  who 
are  chiefly  compofed  of  the  fons  and  relations  of 
the  earl  of  Hertford.     It  was  formerly  a  town  of 

great 
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great  commerce,  but  it  is  now  only  a  decayed 
village,  owing  to  the  fea  having,  for  fome  lime 
paft,  withdrawn  itfelf  from  it.  The  conftituent 
and  reprefentative  body  being  made  up  of  this 
nobleman's  family,  the  ufual  mode  of  canvafling 
is  laid  afidc,  and  the  eled:ion  made  among 
themfelves,  without  trouble  or  expence. 

Ancient  State.  Orford  is  feated  ten  miles  to 
the  eaftward  of  Woodbridge,  and  derives  its 
name  from  a  ford  over  the  river  Ore,  near  the 
mouth  of  which  it  (lands.  It  is  lituated  eighty- 
eight  miles  from  London,  and  was  incorporated 
by  Hen.  UL 

The  earlieft  account  we  hear  of  it  is  in  the 
reign  of  Hen.  I.  when  Bartholomew  Glanville  was 
governor.  It  was  once  the  capital  feat  of  Peter 
de  la  Valoiijes,  and  was  lately  in  the  pofleflion  of 
Pryce  Devereux,  lord  vifcount  Hereford,  whofe 
executors  fold  it  to  the  right  honourable  the  earl 
of  Hertford,  who  now  poflefles  it.  This  town, 
which  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  lord  Walpolc, 
had  a  charter,  with  great  privileges,  granted  to 
it  by  Rich.  III.  and  was  certainly  a  much  lar- 
ger place  formerly  than  it  is  at  prefcnt,  as  it  fent 

three 
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three  fhips,  and  fixty-two  men  to  the  fiege  of 
Calaisj  in  the  year  1359. 

This  town  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  it\ 
the  reign  of  Edw.  L  difcontinued  fending  till  the 
jfeignof  Hen.  VIII. 

Corporation.  Confifts  of  a  mayor^  eight 
portmen^  and  twelve  capital  burgefles. 

Right  OF  ELECTION.  1699,  '^^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^^ 
the  mayor,  portmen,  capital  bui^efles,  and 
freemen,  of  the  faid  borough. 

1708,  29th  Jan.  Is  in  the  mayor,  poitmen^ 
capital  burgefles,  and  freemen,  not  receiving 
alms. 

Number  of  Voters— 12. 
Returning  officer— The  Mayor. 
Patron — Earl  of  Hertford. 


ALDBOROUGH. 

PotiTiCAL  Character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion was  anciently  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot 
and  lot  within  this  borough ;  but,  by  the  refojutioi^ 

of 
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f^  1709,  it  is  confined  to  the  bulifl^,  burgeOcs, 
and  freemen,  not  receiving  alms  1  which  right  is 
again  further  limited,  by  a  fubfequent  refolution 
of  171 5,  omitting  the  word  freemen,zi\A  adding 
that  of  rejident,  by  which  it  is  now  underftood  to 
be  in  the  bailiffs  and  burgefTes,  relident  within  the 
faid  borough,  and  not  receiving  alms. 

The  corporation  conlifts  of  about  thirty  bur^^ 
gclTcs,  and  two  bailiffs,  who  are  the  returning 
officers.  Mr.  Crefpigny,  who  has  the  influence 
of  the  corporation  of  Sudbury,  is  alfo  patron  of 
of  this  borough. 

Ancient  State.  Aldborough  receives  its 
name  from  the  river  Aid,  which  runs  near  the 
fouth  end  of  it.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  ape- 
ninfula,  called  Slaughden  Valley,  formed  by  the 
river  on  the  wefl  fide,  and  the  fea  on  the  eaft.  It 
ponfifts  only  of  two  ftreets.neara  mile  in  length, 
running  parallel  to  each  other;  the  fea  has,  in  the 
prefent  century,  fwallowcd  up  one  whole  ftreet, 
which  was  parallel  to  the  other  two. 

This  place  never  fent  members  to  parliament, 
;iI1 13  Elizabeth. 
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Corporation.  Confifts  of  twelve  fuperior, 
luid  twelve  inferior  burgeflfes. 

Right  of  Election.  1709,  23d  Dec.  Is  in 
the  bailiffs,  burgefles,  and  freemen,  not  receiving 
alms* 

1715,  1 6th  June.  Is  in  the  bailiffs  and  bur- 
geflfes refident  within  the  faid  borough,  and  not; 
receiving  alms  J  to  which  the  houfe  difagrced. 

Number  or  voters— About  35. 
Returning  Officers — The  two  Bailiffs. 
Patron— P.  C,  Crefpigny,  Efq. 


SUDBURY. 

Political  Character.  This  borough  has 
been  for  many  years  under  the  influence  of  the 
Crefpigny  family,  of  Hontlefham-hall,  in  thi$ 
county,  although  their  intereft  in  the  borough  is 
not  deemed  by  any  means  fecure;  it  having  been 
defeated  in  1774,  by  Sir  Walden  Hanmer  and  Sir 
Patrick  Blake,  baronets ;  and  again,  in  17S4,  by 

William 
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William  Smith,  Efq.  of  Pardon-hall,  in  Eflex^ 
and  John  Langflon,  Efq.  a  banker  in  London^ 

Mr.  Smith  has  petitioned  againft  the  return 
pf  Thomas  Champion  Crefpigny,  Efq.  and  John 
Coxe  Hippelley,  Efq.  the  prefent  fitting  mem- 
bers, which  petition  is  at*  prefent  undetermined^. 

In  the  year  1774,  a  petition  was  prefentcd  by. 
^ir  Walden  Hanmer,  and  Sir  Patrick  Blakc, 
againfl  the  return  of  Philip  Champion  Crefpigny, 
and  Thomas  Fonnercau,  Efijrs.  The  petition 
complained,  that  a  great  many  legal  voters,  who 
tendered  their  voices  for  Hanmer  and  Blake, 
had  been  rejeQed,  although  they  had  been  fop 
many  years  in  the  pofleflion  and  exercifc  of  their 
rights,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mayor,  and  of 
Fonnereau,  one  of  the  fitting  members;  that 
others,  who  were  not  legally  qualified,  had  alfo 
been  admitted  to  vote  for  them ;  that  the  fair 
majority  of  legal  votes  was  in  favour  of  the  peti-* 
tioncrs  ;  but  that  William  Strut,  the  mayor  and 
returning  officer,  hadadled  partially  and  corrupt- 
tly,  before  and  during  the  poll,  and  had  declared 
the  fitting  members  duly  eleQed,  and  had  re- 
turned 
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turned  them;  and  that  money  was  given  by 
the  fitting  members,  or  their  agents,  by  way  of 
bribe  or  reward,  to  perfons  who  voted  for  them 
9t  the  eledion. 

Upoif  the  hearing  of  the  petition,  it  appeared, 
that  the  corporation  confifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
fix  aldermen,  twenty-four  capital  burgeflcs,  and 
9fi  indefinite  number  of  freemen.  The  freedom 
in  this  borough  is  acquired  by  birth,  fervitude, 
or  redemption.  There  have  been  a  few  infi:ances 
of  making  what  are  called  honorary  freemen,  or 
^gots;  but  they  have  never  been  allowed  to 
^xercife  any  franchifc,  as  members  of  the  body 
(:orporate. 

The  point  upon  which  the  petition  turned  wa.«, 
Ae  partiality  of  the  corporation,  who  were  in  the 
intereft  of  Mr.  Crefjpigny,  in  refiifing  freemen, 
duly  qualified  by  the  cuflom  of  the  borough,  to 
their  admifiion  and  enrollment. 

The  decifion  of  the  committee,  according  to 
Douglas,  waSj( 

«  That 


•*  That  pcrfons  who  derived  their  claim  to 
their  freedom,  from  the  antecedent  title  of  birth, 
who  had  exercifed  all  the  rights  of  freemen, 
and  that  of  voting  for  members  of  parliament 
among  the  reft,  for  twenty  years  and  upwards, 
before  the  laft  eletSion,  who  had  demanded  to 
be  enrolled  (and  offered  to  prove,  that  at  their 
birth,  their  fathers  exercifed  and  enjoyed  the 
rights  and  franchifes  of  freemen)  but  were  rc- 
fufcd,  had  a  right  to  vote,  though  diey  could  not 
produce  evidence  of  their  admiflion,  enrolled 
upon  (lamps." 

And  they  afterwards  informed  the  houfe,  that 
they  had  determined, "  ThatSir  Walden  Hanmer, 
Bart,  and  Sir  Patrick  Blake,  Bart,  were  duly 
elcAed,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned. 

A>fciENT  State.  Sudtury,  whichftands  upon 
the  Stour,  at  the  dfftance  df  fifty-four  miles 
from  London,  was  anciently  called  Southburgh, 
from  its  fitnation  with  rcfpeft  to  Norwich,  whidi 
was  called  Nonhburgh,  and  isfuppofed  to  have 
been  formerly  the  principal  town  in  the  county, 
being  one  of  the  firft  places  where  king  Ed- 
ward 
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•ward  III.  fettled  fome  Dutchmen,  whom  he  had 
invited  over,  to  teach  the  Englilh  the  woollen 
manufaflure,  which  they  were  m? holly  ignorant 
of  before ;  and  where  the  woollen  trade  has  con- 
tinued ever  (ince. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  takes  the  title  of  baroii 
from  this  place* 

This  being  made  a  mayor  town,  and  incorpo-^ 
rated  by  queen  Mary,  firft  began  to  return  mem- 
bers to  parliament,  anno  1559)  i  Eliz. 

Corporation.  It  is  governed  by  a  mayor^ 
recorder,  fix  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  capital 
burgefles^  or  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election.  1702,  19th  Jan. — The 
fons  of  freemen,  born  after  their  fathers  were 
made  free,  and  thofe  that  have  ferved  apprentice- 
fliips  in  the  faid  borough,  have  a  right  to  vote, 
without  an  admiflion  in  form  to  their  freedom^ 
or  taking  the  oath  of  freemen « 

1703*  6th  Dec. — Is  only  in  the  fons  of  free- 
men, born  after  their  fathers  were  made  free,  and 

in 
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in  fuch  as  hive  ferved  feven  years  apprentice- 
(hip,  or  are  made  freemen  by  redemption. 

Returning  OFFICER.     The  mayor. 
Number  of  voters— 725, 
Patron — T.  C.  Crefpigny^  Efq- 


EYE. 

Political  Character.  The  right  of  elec- 
tion in  this  borough  CAlenda  to  tKe  corporation, 

condfting  of  two  bailiffs^  a  recorder,  ten  fuperior 
and  twenty-four  inferior  burgeffes,  and  to  the 
inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  town  is  the  property 
of  earl  Cornwallis,  who  is  alfo  lord  of  the  manor, 
and  pofleffes  the  parliamentary  influence. 

Ancient  State.  Eye,  or  Aye,  which  is  feat- 
ed  in  a  bottom,  and  is  almoft  furrounded  by  a 
brook,  which  runs  clofe  to  the  town,  from  whence 
it  had  its  name  (Aye  fignifying  a  brook)  is  feated 
in  the  road  from  Ipfwich  to  Norwich,  at  the 

diftance 
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Ai&tnce  of  ninety-two  miles  from  London^  anil 
was  incorporated  by  king  John.  It  enjoys  feve-^ 
ral  privilieges  at  prefent,  but  tKey  were  formerly 
much  much  more  e:icten(ive* 

This  bordugh  firft  returned  to  parliament^ 
anno  13  Eliz. 

Corporation— Gonfifts  of  two  bailiffs,  a  re- 
corder,  ten  principal  or  fuperior,  and  twenty^ 
four  inferior  burgefles. 

Right  of  EtECTiour— js  in  the  free  bufgefles 
and  corporatioxi^  together  with  the  inhabitant? 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  voters— About  200. 
Returning  officer — The  bailiffi 
Patron— Earl  Coruwallis^ 


St.  EIDMUNDSBURV. 

PoiiTicAL  Character.  Although  this  tdwii 
U  the  principal  one  in  the  coynty,  both  in  ex-^ 
teat;  antiquity^  and  number  of  inhabitants^  yet 

tht 
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the  right  of  voting,  as  in  the  cities  of  Bath, 
Winchefter,  and  Saliflbury,  and  in  the  towns  of 
Andovcr,  Banbury,  Tiverton,  and  Dartmouth,  is 
confined  to  the  corporation  only.  That  the  pri- 
vilege of  returning  the  members  Ihould  be  placed 
in  this  fmall  body  of  men,  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  is  as  unjuft  as  it  is  de- 
ftrudtive  of  that  adequate  reprefentation,  which 
the  conftitution  fuppofes  the  people  to  poflefs. 

The  influence  prevailing  here,  is  that  of  rhc 
duke  of  Grafton,  whofe  fervices  in  the  caufe  of 
religion  and  liberty,  as  well  as  his  known  attach- 
ment to  a  parliamentary  reform,  merit  the.thanks 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Ancient  State.  Sr.  Edmundfbury,  or  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  commonly  called  Bury,  was  origi- 
nally called  St.  Edmundft)urgh,  from  an  abbey 
founded  here  in  honour  of  St.  Edmund,  who 
was  martyred  in  the  year  870,  and  after  having 
lain  interred  in  the  town  where  he  was  killed, 
thirty-three  years,  was  removed  to  this  place. 

The  abbey,  once  an  illurtrious  ftrufture,  was 
l»uilt  by  Sigebert^  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  for 

N  H  fccular 
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fecular  canons,  foon  after  Chriftianity  was  plant- 
ed here  by  Felix,  the  Burgundian ;  and  when  it 
was  finilhed,  Sigcbert  himfelf  retired  into  it,  and 
fecluded  himfelf  from  all  temporal  affairs.    Two 

« 

hundred  years  after,  king'  Edmund  was  interred 
here,  and  a  fmall  church  ere<5i:ed  over  his  tomb^ 
which  was  afterwards  levelled  to  the  ground  by 
the  Danes,  under  the  command  of  king  Swain ; 
but  Canute  his  fon,  afterwards  obtaining  the 
crown  of  England,  rebuilt  the  church  in  a  fump- 
tuous  manner,  enriched  it  with  many  gifts  and 
privileges,  and  confirmed  all  the  former  gmnts^ 

When  the  abbey  was  in  its  profperity,  ther 
was  an  hofpital,  or  religious  houfe,  at  every  gate 
of  the  town ;  particularly  an  hofpital  of  St.  Peter's^ 
without  the  Rifby-gate,  for  the  maintenance  of 
leprous  and  infirm  priefts;  an  hofpital  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas without  the  Eaft-gate;  of  St.  John  withifi, 
and  St.  Petronilla  without,  the  South-gate.    But 

• 

the  moll  famous  qf  the  hofpital  §  was  St.  Saviour's, 
without  the  North-gate,  an  entire  wing  of  which 
is  ftill  remaining.  It  was  in  this  building  that 
the  parliament  met,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. ; 
and  it  was  here  that  Humphrey  duke  of  Glou-. 
eefter  was  murdered,  at  the  inftigation  of  the 

5  monks. 
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flionks.  There  was  alfo  a  college  of  prieftd^  with 
a  guild  to  the  holy  name  of  Jefus,  and  a  houfe 
of  Grey-friars  without  the  North-gate,  to  which 
thofe  friars  retired,  after  they  were  driven  out  of 
the  town  by  the  abbot. 

This  place  was  firft  imprivileged  to  fend 
members  to  parliament  by  king  James  I.  who  in« 
corporated  it  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
by  two  other  charters  in  the  (ixth  and  twelfth 
years  of  his  reign. 

Corporation— Confifts  of  an  alderman,  re- 
corder, twelve  capital  burgefTes,  and  twenty.four 
common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election— Is  in  the  alderman^ 
burgefles,  and  common-councilmen. 

Number  of  voters.— 37. 
Returning  officer— The  alderman. 
Patron— Duke  of  Grafton. 


